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'TPIS not a little amufing, to fee fuch rank Armi- 
-^ nians, as Heylyn, preffing themfelves, whether 
they will or no, into the fervice of truth. Take, 
therefore, a farther tafte of his teftimony, occurring 
in another work of his. He obferves, that " Cran- 
mer, Ridley," and " the reft of the EngUfh bifhops" 
concerned in the reformation, refolved that " they 
would give Calvin no offence (^)." The Arminiaa 
found himfelf conftrained even to add, that Calvin, 
" In his letters to the king and council, liad excited 
them to proceed in the good work which they had 
begun : that is, that they fhould fo proceed as he 
[i. e, as Calvin] had direfted. With Cranmer he 
IS more particular, and tells him, in {)lain terms, 
that, in the liturgy of this church [viz. the firft 
liturgy], as it then flood, there remained a whole 
mafs or Popery, which did not only blemifh, but 
deftroy, God's public worftiip(z)." It appeared^, 
by the fubfequent revifal and reformation of that 
liturgy, that king Edward, his council, and arch- 

(j) Hqrlyn's Hift. of the Fteibytenaiiib p« 204* 
^ WHiil. ftdb. p.ao& 

. Vol. II. (5) B bifl^op 
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bifliop Cranmer |[or, as Heylyn himfelf there, for a 
wonder, vouchfatcs to exprefs it, " the godly king, 
affifted by fo wife a council, and fuch learned 
prelates"] were entirely of Calvin's mind. Doubt- 
lefs, thole good and great men reformed the firtt 
liturgy, more from a conviftion of the force of 
Calvm*s -arguments, than from a principle of mere 
deference to Calvin's authority. Mr. Heylyn, how- 
ever, inclines to the latter mppofition : and by a 
conceffion which places Calvin's authority with the 
r^ormers in the moft exalted point of view, ex- 
ptefsly declares, that " the firft liturgy was difcon- 
tinued, and the fecond fuperinduced upon it after 
this review, to give fatisfadion unto Calvia's cavils ; 
the curiofities of fome, and the miftakes of others, 
of his friends and followers (^)." 

In fuch efteem was Calvin held at the En^ifti 
court, that Bucer (though invited hither by the 
king himfelf, and the archbiftiop of Canterbury) 
would not, on his arrival here, wait on the lord 
prote&or, till he had obtained, from Calvin, letters 
of introdudion and recommendation to that per- 
fonage. " Of this," fays Heylyn, viz^ of the ftate 
of religij>n in England, " he (i. e. Bucer,) gives 
account to Calvin; and defires fome letters from 
him to the lord protedor, that he might find th^ 
greater favour, when he came before him : which 
was not till the tumults of the time were compofed 
^od quieted (*).'• 

What, moreover, fhall we fay, if it appear, that 
Calvin's intereft was fo confiderable^ as to be & 
means of extricating Dr. Hooper from the Fleet- 
prifon, to which he had been committed on account 
of his aforementioned objie(9ions to the epifcopal 
habit ? Let us, once more, attend to Heylyn, 
*• in which condition of affairs, Calvin addreflfeth 
his letters to the lord proteftor, yvhom he defireth 

(0} Ibid, p, 207. {I) H^lyn'a Hift. Re& p« 79* 

1^ X to 



Englifh Reformation. It 

to lend the man (viz. Hooper) an helping hand, 
and extricate him out of thofe perplexities into which 
he was caft. So that, at laft, the differences/' 
adds Heylyn, " were thus compromifed, that is to 
fay, that Hooper fhould receive his confecra- 
tion, &c. (^)." 

Add to this, that, according to the faid Heylyn, 
the order for removing altars, and placing com- 
munion tables in their room, was chiefly owing to 
the influence of Calvin. *' The great bufineS of 
this year (1550), was the taking down of altars in 
many places, by public authority : which, in fome 
few, had formerly been pulled down by the irregular 
forwardnefs of the common people. The principal 
motive whereunto was, in the firft place, the opi-* 
nion of fome diflikes which had been taken by Cal- 
vin againft the (firft) liturgy [d)'^ 
. A correfpondence was alfo carried on, between 
Calvin and archbilhop Cranmer. Nay, £0 high did 
Calvin ftand in the regards of king Edward himfelf, 
and fo thoroughly fatisfied was Cranmer, of Calvin's 
abilities and integrity, that ^* Cranmer admonilhed 
Calvin, that he could not do any thing more profit- 
able, than. to write often to the king (<?).'* 

Nor was Calvin unworthy of the cfiftinguifhed 
honours that were every where (hewn him, by the 
learned and moderate of all denominations. ** He 
was," fays Dr. Edwards, " reputed a great man, 
not only at Geneva, but in England, And, accord- 
ingly, he had a great ftroke here, and his judgment 
was much valued by our Church : as is evident from 
this, that, when fome things in the firft Englifli 
liturgy were difliked by him, there was prefently an 
alteration made in it, and anotlier edition of it was 
put out, with amendments (/).— That accom- 

(f) Heylyn^ Ibid. p. 91* 

{d) Heylyn^ IbicU p. y;.— See alfo his Hift. oflhe Pxefbyterians, 
p. 206« 

(^} Hickauo> nbi prim, p. 149. (/} V^rJItt Redo:r* p. ;29. 
B % pliflied 
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pli(hed prelate, bifhop Andrews, faid, that Calvm 
was. an illuftrious perfon, and never to be mentioned 
without a preface of the higheft honour^ (Determ. 
TheoL de Ufur.)— Kfliop Bilfon tells us (Dial. p. 
509), that Mr. Calvin was fo well known, to thofc 
that are learned and wife, for his great pains and 
good labours in the church of God, that a few 
fharling friars could not impeach his good name.— 
Mr. Hooker gives him this (hort but foil charafter ; 
he was incomparably the wifeft man that ever the 
French church enjoyed : and in the fame place (Pref. 
to Ecclef. Polity) he flyles hint, a worthy veffel of 
God's glory.- ^Bilhop Morton (peaks as honour- 
ably of him.— — For underftanding the Scripture^ 
he was endued with an admirable gift of judgment,, 
faith Mr. Lively, the famous Hebrew profeffor.— 
And the generality of our churchmen, in thofe 
times, were ready to beftow on him that brief en* 
cdmiimi our bilhop Stillingfleet gives him, viz. that 
excellent fervant of God (^).** Now, as Dr. Ed- 
wards farther obferves, ** It is certain, that our church- 
men did not admire and efteem Calvin and Beza^ 
and their followers, for their ecclefiaftical government i, 
and fome other thin^ which were peculiar td their 
churches ; therefore it mud be their doftrines, which 
they had a refpeft for {h)r 

It would be almofl: endlefs to refer to the juft 
praifes with which Calvin's memory has been ho- 
noured. ** Jofcph Scaliger, who fcarce thought any 
man worth his commending, could not forbear ad- 
miring Calvin : whom he owned for the happieft of 
all the commentators, in apprehending the feafe of 
the prophets. — And Pafquier fays, Calvin was a 
good writer, both in Latin and French ;; and our 
French tongue is highly obliged to him^ fw enrich^ 
ing it with U> great a number of finee^qpreffions (i). 

ii ) VcriL RcdL p. f jo^ (*; M^ f^ iju 
(0 RdtWim. p. 145* 
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— -The d^araftcr ^iven of him, by the immortal 
Monfieurde Thou, is, Johannes Calvinus, ^ acri vir 
M vehementi ingenioy fcf admirabli faamdid praditas ; 
inter Protejiantes magm aomnis tbeohgus : a perfon en- 
dued with a quick and lively genius, and of admi- 
rable eloquence ; ia divine highly accounted of among 
Proteftants {h)r 

" Bifhop Hooper fo nmcK valued Calvin, that he 
wrote to him, even when he {Hooper] was inipriron*. 
ed ; fahiting him with the compellation of virpra* 
Jiamifimej earneflly begging his church's prayers, and 
at laft fubfcribing hinSfelf, Ttue pietatis Jludiofijfimus^ 
Johannes Hooperas (/)/* 

** Whenever he was quoted, in the prcfe, or in 
the pulpit, it was done with epithets of honour; as, 
the learned, the judicious, the pious Calvin. And 
I am more than confident, there cannot be produced 
one writer of credit, in the eftabliftied Church of 
England, that ever fctt foul on Calvin, 'till about 
60 or 70 years after his death, when the tares of Ar- 
minius began to be fown and cheriflied among us. 
—Dr. Featly ftiles him, that bri|ht» burning taper 
of Geneva, as warm in his devotions, as clear and 
li^htfome in his difputes (Ep. Ded. to Dippers 
Dipt), How refpedtfully do Jewel, Abbcrt, Uflier, 
&c. mention him {m) ?*' 

Calvin has been taxed with fiercencfs and bigotry. 
But his m^eknefs and benevolence were as eminent, 
as the malice of his traducers is fhamelefs. I (hall 
give one fingle inftancc of his modefly and gentle- 
nefs. While he was a very young man, difputes 
ran high between Luther and lome other reformers, 
concerning the manner of Chrift*s prefence in the 
holy facrament. Luther, whofe temper was na- 
turally warm and rough, heaped many hard names 

{k) See Leigh's Relig« and Learacd Men» p. I4g« 

</} Hickman, «« pr. p. 140. 

{m) Hifcof Popeiy, Td. ii. p» 349, 350. 

B 3 ^n 
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on the divines who differed from him on the /arti- 
cle of coniubftantiation ; and, among the reft, Cal- 
yin came in for his dividend of abufe. Being in- 
formed of the., harfh. appellations he received, he 
meekly replied, in a letter to Bullinger, *' Sape dicere 
folitusfumi etiam/i me diabolum vocaret^ me tamen hoc Hit 
honoris hahitunm^ ut infignem Dei fervum apiofcam ; qui 
tamen J ut fcHet exiniiis virtutibus^ itd magnis viliis labo- 
reij i. c. 'Tis a frequent faying with me, that, if 
Luther (hould even call me a devil, my veneration 
for him . is, notwithftariding, fo gneat, that I (hall 
.ever acknowledge him to be an illuftrious fervant of 
God; who tho' he^abounds in extraordinary virtues, 
is yet riot without confiderable imperfedtions («).'* 

The fame learned hiftorian, who relates this, has 
an . obicrvation, concerning Calvin, which deferves 
^attention. ; " John Galvin,'* fays he, " was a man, 
:whofc memory will be bleffed in every fucceeding 
age, . He inftrudted and enlightened, not only the 
church of Geneva, but alfo the whole reformed 
.world, by his immenfe labours. Infomuch that all 
the reformed churches are, in the grofs, frequently 
.called by his name (o)." Thus wrote this candid 
Arminian, fo lately, as the year 1734. 

I might here add fome account of the confummate 
veneration, in which the name ^nd doctrines of Cal- 
.vin were hold, by pur bifhops and Univerfities, be- 
fore the clergy of our eftablifhment were debauched 
into^Arminianifm by Laud. But this ihall, if Pro- 
vidence peiTnit, be the fubjedt of fome fucceeding 
Seftion. 

In the mean while, I fhould be equally unjuft to 
the Church of England, and to the moderation of 

(«) Tprrednt (Job, Alph.) Hiftpr. Ecckf. p. 352. 
(fi) '* Vir benedid^ae in oranc zvum memoriae, Johannes Calvinus; 
immenfifque laboribas, non Genevenfem mod6 ecclefiam, fed 



& totom re^rmatum orbcn, enidiit atqae illof^ravit: ade6 ut« 
de ejus nomine reformat!, quanti qoanti (un%, )}on rar5 adpellentur,'^ 
Job, T^irretin. u. f. p, ^53, 

Calvin, 



£ngH/h Reformation. *^ i^ 

Calvin, if I did not annex a paflage or two, from 
Mr. Strype, relative to the remarkable candour with 
which Calvin expreffed himfelf, conqerning the ceirC-^ 
monies and difcipline of our religious eftabliftl-, 
ment. / 

. ** The .mention of Calvin,** fays this excellentT 
hiftorian, ** muft bring in a very remarkablj& letter,, 
which he wrote in the month of Auguft this year. 
[1561],- concerning certain eccieCaftical rites, ufed. 
in our office, of private praycf . [an evident miftake 
for CQmmon-prayer] newly [re-] eftabliihed [on the 
acceffioa of queen Elizabeth] : which were fcrupled 
by forae of the En^ifh exiles, upon their return-; 
chiefly, becaufe not ufed by the reformed chijrch 
in Geneva: concerning which, they had fent ta 
Calvin, for his refolutioa and judgment. Wher^ia 
he gave his opinion generally in favour and approba* 
lion of them (/>);'* i. e. in favour of the " eccle- 
fiaftical rites": which the hiftorian particularizeis in 
feveral inftances. And then adds : 

" To this judgment of this great divine, concern- 
ing rites ufed in this church, I will briefly fubjoin 
his approbation of the epifcopal government of the 
church : which is alledged out of his inflitutions, byj 
Dr. Whitgift, 

*^ That every province [faith Calvin] had among 
their bifliops, an archbifliop ; and that; the council 
of Nice did appoint patriarchs, who fliould be^ in 
order and dignity, above archb»iftiops ; was for the 
prefervation of difcipline. Therefore for this caufe 
efpecially were thofe degrees appointed, that if any 
thing (hould happen, in any particular Church, 
which could not be decided,^ it might be removed 

to a provincial fynod.^ This kind of government 

fome called Hierairchia ; an improper name. B^^ 
if, omitting the name, we confider the thing itfdf, 
we (hall find, that thefe old bifhops did not franaf 

(/ ) Stiypc's Hifti Rcf. under Qo, Eliz. chap. ;wi. p, 246, 

B 4 ^njr 



f 



$6 OfCaMtCs Skare in the 

Mlj Other kind of govenunent in the church, from 
that which the Lord hath prefcribed in his word/* 
And To knuch concerning Calvin's fenfe of our 
Church's liturgy andgovemmcnt (j)." 

Nor did Calvin's learned colleague and fucceflbr, 
Ae illuftrious Beza, entertain a lefs refpeftful idea 
<jf our national eftablifliment. Towards the decline 
bf queen Elizabeth's reign, wiien puritanic oppofi- 
tion ran high againft the outworks of the Churchy 
the oppofers aSeiSfced to give out, that their objecr 
lions were audioriied, and their meafiircs counten*' 
anced, by the moft learned foreign Proteftants : 
ind, efpecially, by Beza. This bein^ foon known 
at Geneva, that great man thought it his duty to 
exculpate hinrfslf from a charge fo ungenerous and 
unjuft: which he took care to do, in a letter to 
Whitgift, then archbifliop of Canterbury. ** While 
the archbifhop," fays Strype, " was endeavouring 
to fupprefs the male-contents againft epifcopacy and 
the church of England in its prefent eftabhfhment, 
he receiveth, March 8th [1591], a letter from 
Theodore Beza, the chief minifter of .Geneva, 
wherein he, by owning, with all refpeft, the arch- 
bifliop, and the reft of the Engjifh bifliqps and their 
government of this Church, gave a notable check to 
thefe new reformers, who bore out themfelves much 
with his authority. It feemed to have been written 
by him, in anfwer to one from the archbifhop, blam- 
ing him for his (fuppofed) meddling with the 
Church and ftate of Endand, without any lawful com- 
miflion. In defence of himfelf, he (Beza) returnee^ 
an anfwer j part whereof was as foUoweth : That 
whereas his lordfhip thought it meet, in his letters, 
to move them (i, e. to move the Geneva^ divines) 
to thinkf well of this kingdom, and of the Church 
here, and the government thereof: it indeed trou- 
Jbkd both him and Sadeel (another of the minifters 
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dfflieneva), ih foitie fort: as being gi^atly afraid, 
left fome finifter rumours were brau^t to him (to 
the ardhbifliop) concerning them ; or left what they 
had written, conceftiing Church-government, pro- 
perly againft the antichriftian tyranny [of the Ro- 
.man church], as neceffity required, might be taken, 
by fome, in that fenfe, as tho* they ever meant to 
compel to their order thofe churches that thougjht 
otherwife. — l^t fiich arrogancy was far from them : 
for [added Beza] who gave us authority over aiqr 
church ? And that they by no means thought, fo 
ftibftantial matters were kept, that there ought 
nothing to be granted to antiquity, nothing to cuf- 
torn, nothing to the circumftances of places, times^ 
and perfons." So wrote Beza: or, to ufe Mr, 
Strypc's own words on the occafion, " Thus did 
@eza and Sadeel, in the name of their church, pro- 
fefs to the archbifliop their refpeft, honour, and 
approbation of the Church of England (r).*^ 

About two years afterwards. Dr. Bancroft (who 
at length became archbifliop of Canterbury), ia a 
treatife, which he publiihed againft the obftinacy 
of fome reftlefs Puritans, "produced divers letters 
of Zanchius, in approbation of epifcopacy; and of 
BuUinger'and Gualtcr, to feveral EngUlh bifhops, in 
difallowance altogether of thofe innovators (i)/' 

As 

(r) Strypc's Life of Whitgift, p. ^ng, 379. 

(/) Ibid. p. 404, — ^In another work of Mr. Strype, that ofeful 
and laborious colledlor gives a large account of Zanchius's attach- 
ment to church-government by archbifhops and bifhops. *' We do 
not difallow the fathers," faid Zanchy, '* in that, after a divert 
way of difpenfing the word« and governing the church, they mul- 
tiplied divers orders of mintfters. It was lawful fo to do : feeing 
they did it for "honeft caufes, appertaining, at that time, to Ac 
order^ decency, and edification of the church. — For this reafon, viz. 
that the nurferies of diiTentions and fchifms might be uken away, 
we think that thofe things which were ordained before the council 
of Nice« concerning archbifhops, nay, as touching the four patri- 
archs^ nuy be excufed and defended." Some others, of the rea- 
ibns« adigned by Zanchy, for his approbation of the hierarchy, 
wece, r. The praftioc of the primitive church, prefcntly after the 

apoftki 
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As tofieza, if he was afterwards fo fair wrought 
upon,' by dint of mifreprefentation, as to counte- 
nance, in any meafuie, the forwardnefs of the morfe 
rigid difciplinarians ; itoi%ht, injuftice, to be im- 
puted, neither to any levity, nOr duplicity, in him 
(for he was equally incapable t>f both) ; but to the. 
wrong informations that were fcnt him : by which, 
a foreigner, who refided at fo great a diftance from. 
England, might, eaiily enough, be liable to undue 
impreffion. 

sa>ofiles time* 2. Becaafe he thonght it is iatf to have regard to 
lEofe reformed churches [the churches of England and Ireland, for 
xnftanoe] which retained both bifhops and archbifhops. And, 3. B&> 
eanfe all the leformed churches generally, although they had change 
ed the names, yet, in effect, they kept the authority : as where they 
had fuperintendents, &c. *' And what," added Zanchius, " can 
be (hewed more certainly, out of hiftories, out of the councils, and 
out of the writings of all the ancient fathers, than that thofe orders 
of minifters, of which we have fpoken, have been (Mrdained and re- 
ceived in the church, by the general confent of all Chriftian conh* 
mon wealths? And who then am I, that I (hould prefumetore- 

5 rove that which the whole church hath approved }** See Strype*8 
Lnnals, vol. i\. )p. 6j:j, 694. 

^ On the whole, it appears, that the learned, the modeil, the ju- 
dicious. Zanchy, was a faft friend, not only to the dodlrines, out 
tifo (a circumfhtace not very ufual with the foreign Protcftants of 
that age) to the hierarchy, of the church of England. Nor was 
the church unmindful of his worth and afied^ion : for, by the voice 
of th^ Univerfity of Cambridge, in the year i ^95, this great man 
%vas, exprefsly, and by name, numbered among '' the lights and 
•maments" of our eftablifhed church,-— See my account otZanchy^ 
prefixed to my Tranflation of his Treatife on Prededinatiun. 
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SECTION XVL 

The Judgment of the moji eminent Englijh Martyrsy and 
Confefforsy who fuffered Deaths or PerfeaUioriy after the 
Overthrow of the Reformat ion hy ^ueen Mary I. 

T X 7 E have feen in the three preceding Seftioiis, 
'^ ^ I. That the refbrmers of the Church of 
England were zealous Calvinifts, as to matters of 
doftrine : 2. That Calvin himfelf had a very con* 
fiderable hand in reducing our liturgy to that purity 
and excellence, which it ftill retains : and, 3. That 
Calvin, Beza, Zanchius, Sadeel, BuUinger^ and 
Gualter, entertained very refpeftful and affedionate 
fentiments, concerning the ritual decency and order, 
together with the epifcopal regimen, of our incom- 
parable Church, And, to the approbation of thofe 
moft learned perfons, might be added (if need re- 
quired) that of many other foreign Calvinifts, who are 
defervedly numbered among the firft ornaments of 
that century. 

While pious king Edward lived, the Church of 
England faw herfelf at the very pinnacle of fpiritual 
prolperity. Her fupreme vifible head was a prodigy 
of wifdom, knowledge, andundefiled religion. Her 
bifhops were luminaries of the firft bright nefs : men, 
glowing with love to God; clear in the doftrines of 
the gofpel, and zealous in maintaining them ; of 
eminent learning, for the moft part ; alfertors, and 
patterns, of every good word and work. Had Pro- 
vidence been pleafed to have extended the felicities 
of that reign, what might not have been expefted 
from a Prince of Edward's accomplilhments ; and 
from a choir of prelates, whom grace, abilities, and 
almoft evgry t^feful attainment, concurred to render 
venerable ? 

But 



But God (whofe dilpofals are not lefs wife, jnft, 
and gracious, for being at prefent unfearchable) was 
picafed to reverfe the fcene. The king's death 
<^iied Mary's' way "to the. throne ; who ruled not 
with a fceptre, but a fword. 

That bigotted princcfe, and her iPopiih coun- 
sellors, knew, that the dodrines of gratuitous elec* 
tion, invincible grace, and juftification without 
works, enter into the very bafis of genuine Pro- 
teftantifm. No wonder, therefore, that to rid the 
-two Univerfities of all prcd'eftinarians, was a primary 
objeft.of her attention. Free-will, conditional jul- 
tification, and the merit of works, were doftrincs fo 
cflential to the intereft of Popery, that not to aim 
at (/) reftoring them, would have been doing mat- 
ters by halves. Therefore, "A rcfolution was taken, 
to bring into the Univerfities a teft for purging 
them mall Proteftants, and to prevent their re-ad- 
miffion for the future. This was done by way of 
oath, as follows : 

•* You ftiall fwear, by the holy contents of this 
book, that you fhall not keep, hold, maintain, and 
4}efend, at any time, during your life, any opinion 
erroneous, or error of Wickliff, Hufs, Luther, or 
any other condemned of hcrefy :— — And that you 
ihall, namely and fpecially, hold as the Catholic 

(t) It deferves partioilar notice, that, A. D. i ;;4 {which was the 
yw after Mary came to the crown), Bonner pubiifhed a book, for 
the re-inftrodion of his diooeie in the principles of Popery, entitled, 
A PrctftaUe and Neceflary DoArine, containing an Expofition on 
the Creed, Sercn Sacraments, Ten Commandments, the Pater*nofter, 
Ave Maria, Sec A confiderable |^ of which was taken out of 
the PiaetCatholica Inftitatio, which had been pablifhed in the 
leini of Henry VIII. See the Kogc Dift, toI. ii. p. 264.— Thus 
SflTon's Arminian letter to the vicar of Broad Hembury, as alfo Dr. 
N's anfwer to the Author of Pietas Oxonienfis, are fraught with ar* 

futpcnts borrowed from that fcif-famc Popiftx ftorehonle (viz. the 
ia et Catholica Inftitutio) which furnifhed Bonner with materiala 
for his paftoral letter to the diocefe of London. Arminianifm caret 
Mt what it eats. The fouleft food will go dovvlij fo dear free-wiil 
is but kept from ftarving. 

church 
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church holdeth in all thefe articles, wherein lately 
iaiath been controverfy, diflention, and error; as 
concerning foith, and works, grace and free-wiD> 
&c. (m).*^ Now, I have before demonftrated (par- 
ticularly, in the 3d and 4th Se&ions of this effay), 
that ** in all thefe articles,*^ which concern " faith 
and wcHrks, grace and free-will," the church of 
Rome is avowedly Arminian throughout. Confer 
quendyi by tendering the above oath to the mem- 
bers of the Univerfities, oueen Mary's defign was, 
to clear thofe feminaries ot all Calvinifts ; the better 
(o make way for the re-introduftion of Popery. . 

With the fame view, a proclamation was iflued» 
in 1^55, to prohibit the fale, the reading, or the 
keeping of any book or books^ writings or works^ 
made or fet forth by or in the name of Martin Lu- 
ther, O. Ecolampadius, Zuinglius, John Calvin^ 
Buccr, Peter Martyr, Latimer, Hooper j Coverdale, 
Tyndal, Cranmer (ze;),'* and other predeftinariafi 
Proteftants whofe names arc there enumerated. 
*Twas added, that all perfons> pofifeffing any books 
written by the above authors, **Siall, within the 
ipace (^ fifteen days next after the publication o£ 
this proclamation, bring, or' deliver, or caufe the 
faid books, writing, and works, and every ol tbem» 
remaining in their cuftody and keeping, to be 
brought and delivered, to the ordinary c* the dio- 
ceft, to be burnt,** or otherwife deftroyed. On 
which order, the pious Mr- Fox makes this obvious 
remark : What a-do is here, to keep down Chrift in 
his fepulchre ! and yet will he rife, in fpite of all his 
enemies (x). The truth is, queen Mary and her 
^>anifh huiband, in whofe names that proclamation 
ran, well knew, that Calvinifm is the very life and 
foul of the reformation: and that Popery would 
never flourifh, *till the Calviniftic dodrincs were 
eradicated, 

(») Rolt'rLivei Ref« p«, 1 16. (vt) Fox, iiL p. zz^. (jt) Ibid; 

I have 
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I have alteady given fome intimation (p. 310), 
from bifliop Burnet, of a brief confeffion of faith, 
which was drawn up and figned by the Proteftant 
bifhops and clergymen who were then imprifoned 
in London, ftiortly after the coronation of Mary. 
But as Burnet's extract is (according to cuftom) 
very partial and fuperficial, I (hall here prefent my 
readers with the entire paragraph, to which that 
hiftorian fo lamely refex's. " Fourthly, we believe 
and confefs, concerning juftification, that as it 
Cometh only from God's mercy through Chrift, fo 
it is perceived and had of none, who be of years of 
difcretion, otherwife than by faith only. Which 
faith is not an opinion, but a certain perfuafion 
wrought by the Holy Ghoft in the mind and heart 
of man; wherethrough, as the mind is illuminated, 
fo the heart is fuppled to fubmit itfelf to the will 
of God unfeignedly; and fo flieweth forth an in- 
lxei:ent fighteoiifnefs, which is to be difcerned (i. e. 
which inherent righteoufnefs is to be carefuUj^ 
diftinguilhed), in the articles of juftification, from 
the righteoufnefs which God endueth us withal, 
juftifying us ; although infeparably they go together. 
And this we do [i. e. we preferve this important 
xiiftindtion between imputed and inherent righteouf- 
nefs], not for curiofity, or contention fake ; but 
for confcience fake; that it might be quiet; 
which it can never be, if we confound, without 
diftinftion, foi^ycnefs of fins and Chrift's righte- 
oufnefs imputed to us, with regeneration and 
inherent righteoufnefs," Thus fpake thefe excel- 
lent divines : adding, immediately after, ** by 
this," i. e, by this view of juftification, ** we dif- 
allow.Papiftical doftrine of free-will, of works of 
fupererogation, of merits, of the neceffity of auri- 
cylar coiifeflGio^, and fatisfadtion to God-wards (>').'* 
This valuable paper was dated the 8th day of May, 
An- Dom. 1554, and fubfcribed by 

(/ j Fox^s A£b and Mob. toL iii« p» tj« 

^ * ' Robert 
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Robert Fcrrar, late biftiop Edward Crome. 
of St. Davids. John Rogers. 

Rowland Taylor. Laurence Saunders* 

John Phiipot. Edmund Laurence, ; 

John Bradford* J. P. 

John Hooper, late bifhop T. Mt 
of Worcefter and Glou- 
cefter. 

At the bottom of all was written, ** To thefc 
things abovefaid, do I, Miles Coverdale, late 
(bifhop) of Exeter, confent and ^ree, with thefe 
mine afflicted brethren, being prifoners : mine own 
hand." Now, can any perfon queftion the Cal- 
vinifm of thefe bleffed men of God, by whom tho. 
tenet of free-will, and of juftification by inherent 
righteoufnefs, were exprefsly numbered among ** Pa- 
piftical doftrines -,'* and claffed with " works of fu-* - 
pererogation, merits, and auricular confeffion ?" 

A great number of God's faithful fervants, both 
minifters and people, were brought to the ftake, for 
the teftimony of Jefus, and for the word of his 
patience, during the (hort, but fharp reign of thi» 
fanguinary woman. Cranmer, Ridley, Latim.er, and 
Hooper, having been treated of .already, I fhall 
proceed to the brief mention of fome others. 

And here, amidft the noble army of Englifh 
martyrs, Lfind myfelf encompaffed with fo great a 
cloud of witneffes to the doftrines of grace, that I 
fcarce know whom to feleft, or whom to omit.— 
Was I to introduce them all, I fhould Qxceed every 
reafonable limit of brevity. I am obliged, there* 
fore> to fupprefs the atteftations of many precious 
fufferers for Chrift, who witneffed a good cojifefiion 
even unto death, and who will be found with honour 
and praife and glory at his appearing. Among the 
few I (hall produce, as vouchers for the reft, are 
thofe that foUow : . . 

L Mr. John Rogers, prebendary and divinity-: 
lecturer of St. Paul's, ^nd vicar of St. Sepulchre's, 

Londorij 
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London ; had the honoxir of being the.firft that was 
burned for the gofpel, under the bloody aufpices 
qf Mary. He mffered in Smithfield, February 4, 
1555. His judgment, concerning the Calvinian 
dodrines, is fuificiently apparent, without adducing 
any other proofs, from the above-mentioned declara- 
tion of faith, to which he fet his hand during his 
laft imprifonmerit. 

II. Mr. Laurence Saunders, a clergyman of birth 
and fortune, eminent as a fcholar, but ftill more 
lefoeftable for the grace given him of God; was 
lefturer, firft, at Fotheringhay : next, a reader ia- 
the cathedral of Litchfield ; and, laftly, reftor of 
Allhallows, in Bread-ftreet, London. He was 
tmrned at Coventry, Feb. 8, 1555. Though his 
hand, likewife, was to the declaration of faith, 
quoted above ; I will annex one or two additional 
evidences of his Calvinifm : in hope, that, while 
they demonftrate the clearnefs of the martyr's head, 
their piety may warm and imprefs the reader's heart. 
In a letter, fent from prifon, to his wife, he thus 
expreffed his triumph of faith : " I do not doubt, 
btit tl^at both I and you, as we be written . in the 
book of life, fo we fliall together enjoy the fame 
cverlaftingly, through the giuce and mercy of God 
Qurdear Father, in his Son, ourChrift* — I am merry, 
I thank my God and my Chrift ; in whom and thro* 
whom I (hall, I know, be able to fight a good fight, 
and finifli a good courfe (z)." In another letter to 
Cranmer, Ridley and Latimer (then prifoners at 
Oxford), this feraphic man obferves : ♦* We walk 
in faith: which faith, although, for want of out- 
ward appearance, reafon reputeth but as vain; 
yet the chofen of God do know the eflFeft thereof to 
bring a more fubftantial ftate and lively fruition of 
xtvf felicity and pcrfed bkflednefs, than reafon can 
«ach, ox fenfea receive. You inay be aflured, by 

(«) Fox, vol«iii» p» Hit 
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(jt)d*s grace, that you {hall not be fruftrate of your 
hope of our conftant continuance in the chearful 
confeffion of God's eVeriafting verity. For even as, 
we have received the word of truth, the gofpel of 
our falvation j whereiil we believing are fealed with, 
the holy fpirit of promifc, which is the earneft of 
our inheritance (which fpirit certifieth our fpirit, 
that we are the children of God, and therefore God 
hath fent the fpirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 
Abba, Father) ;>fQ) after fuch portion as God mear 
fureth unto us, we, with the whole Church of 
Chrift, and with you, reverend fathers, receiving 
the fame fjHrit of faitb, accordii^ as it is written, I 
believed, and therefore have I fpokcn s we aifo be- 
lieve, and therefore fpeak.—— -Knowing, moft cer- 
tainly, that, though we have this treafure in earthea 
veflels, that the excellency of this power might be 
God's, and not ours ; yet fhall we not be dalhed in 
pieces : for the Lord will put his hand under us.— ^ 
To communicate with our fwect Saviour Chrift in 
bearing the crofs, it is appointed unto us, that with 
hiiaiialfo we <hall he glorified {a).^^ Elfewhere, Mr- 
Saunders fets his feal to the do6lrine of final per- 
feverance, i» terms, if ppflible, ftronger ftill : ** Now 
that h^ hatl^, in his dear Chrift, repaired us (being, 
before, utterly decayed) 5 and redeemed us, purging 
us unto bimtelf as a peculiar people, by the blood of 
his Son ; he hath put on a moft tender good-will 
and fatherly affeftion towards us, never tq forget 
us (*)/* Again ; ** Pr^ife4 be our gracious God, who 
preferveth his from evil -^ and doth give them grace 
to avoid all fuch offences, as might hinder his 
honour, or hurt his Church {c)'^ Once more, " I 
take occafion of much rejoicing in our fo gracious 
God and merciful Father, who hath, in his im-' 
meafurable mercy, by faith, band-^fafted us his 

{a) Ibid. p. 112. (h) Ibid. p« iij, {c) Ibid« 

Vol. II. (5) • C chofen 
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€hofen children unto his dear Son our Chrifl: {d).^ 
" We may boldly, with our Chrift, and all his 
cleft, fay, Death, where is thy fting (^) ?" No felf- 
righteoufnefs lay at the foundation of this holy man's 
tnumph. His whole truft was in the covenant-merits 
of Jefus the Saviour. , Hence, in a fhort letter, 
which is entitled, To his wife, a little before his 
burning; after defiring her to fend him a (hirt in 
which he was fo fufFer, he breaks out into this fweet 
prayer, " O my heavenly Father, look upon me in 
the face of thy Chrift ! or elfe, | (hall not be able to 
abide thy countenance ; fuch is my filthinefs. He 
will do fo: and therefore I wiU not be afraid 

'. what fin, hell, death, and damnation, can do againft 
me (/).** His fpiritual confolations continued with 
him to the laft. When arrived at the place of ex- 
ecution, he kifTed the ftake : faying, in a tranlport 
of joy, welcome, the crofs of Chrift ; welcome, ever- 
lafting life ! 

III. Dr. Rowland Taylor was reftor of Hadley, 
in Suffolk. We may form a judgment of thiait won- 
derful out-pouring of the holy fpirit, and of the 
diffufive fpread of divine knowledge, which attended 
the preaching of the gofpel in the age of the re- 
formation, from what Mr. Fox delivers, concerning 

^'the ftateo£ religion in that particular town. " The 
town of Hadley was one of the firft that received the 
gofpel in all England, at the preaching of Mr. Thomas 
Bilney : by whofe induftry the gofpel of Chrift had 
fuch gracious" fuccefs, and took fuch root there, that 
a great number in that parifli became exceeding well 
learned in the Holy Scriptures, as well women as 
men. So that a nian might have found amongft 
them many, who had often read the whole Bible 
through, and who could have faid a great fort of St. 
Paul's epiftles by heart, and very well and readily 
have given a godly, learned fentencc in any matter 

{d) Ibid. p. ii6« if) Ibidt (/) Ibid. p. 1 18* 

of 
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cf controverfy. Their children and fervants were 
alfo brought up and trained fo diligently in the right 
knowledge of God's word, that the whole town 
feemed rather an univerfity of the learned, than a 
town of cloth-makuig, or labouring people : and, 
what is mod to be commended, they were, for the 
more part, faithful followers of God's word in their 
living. In this town was Doftor Rowland Taylor, 
doftor in both the civil and canon laws, and a right 
perfeft divine, parfon {g).'* What a melancholy 
contraft, alas ! are the prefent times, to thofe ! 
How has the introduftion of Arminianifni poifoned 
our Proteftant flxeams, and cankered our evangeli* 
cal gold ! 

Df . Taylor was a very uncommon man, both for 
grace ana gifts. He had the piety. of Calvin, the 
intrepidity of Luther, and the orthodoxy of both. 
When biftiop Bonner came to degrade him, in the 
Poultry Compter, prior to his martyrdom, he 
[Bonncrj defired the magnanimous prifoner to put 
on the ucerdotal habit, that he might be diverted 
of it in form. ^* I am come, quoth Bonner, to de- 
grade you : wherefore put on thefe vcftures. No, 
faid Dr. Taylor, I will not. Wilt thou not ? an- 
fwered the bifliop ; I (hall make thee, ere I go. 
Quoth Dr. Taylor, you (hall not, by the grace of 
God. Then he charged him, upon his obedience, 
to do it : but he would not do it for him (i&)." *Tii 
ufiial, it fcems, in Popifti degradations, for the 
bi(hop to give the degraded perfon a flight ftroke on 
the brcaft, with^ a crofier. Bonner was afraid (for 
pcrfecutors are generally cowards) to perform this 
part of the ceremony on Taylor. " At the laft,'* 
fays Mr. Fox, " when he (hould have given Dr. 
• Taylor a ftroke on the breaft with his crofier-ftaff, 
the bilhop^s chaplain faid, my lord, ftrike him not, 
for he will fure ftrike agaia. Yea, by St. Peter will 

it) ff»» yoU ui» jp • 137* {i) IbU« p* 14;* 

Cz -If quoth 
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I, quoth Dr. Taylor ; the caufe is Chrift's : and I 
were no good Chriftian, if I would not fight in my 
mafter*s quarrel. So the bifhop laid his curfc upon 
him, but ftruck him not. (Bonner being gone, the 
dodtar returned up flairs) ; and when he came up, 
he told Mr. Bradford (for they both lay in one 
chamber) that he had made the bifhop of London 
afraid ; for, faid he, laughing, his chaplain gave 
him counfel not to ftrike me with his crofier-ftafF, 
for that I would flrike again; and, by my troth, 
continued he, rubbing his hands, I made him be- 
lieve I would do fq indeed (/)." 

That this eminent mefTenger and martyr of Ch rift 
was one who rightly divided the word of trjuth, the 
following fhort extracts will fufficeto fhew. His 
judgment was, that theMcdiator died for thofe only 
who are endued with faith : " Chrifl gave,himfelf," 
laid he, " to die for our redemption, upon the crofs; 
whofe body, there offered, was the propitiatory facri- 
fice, full, perfedt, and fufficient unto falvation, for 
all them that believe in him(i).'* He held the 
doftrijie of aflurance : and no wonder ; for God had 
favouredi him with the gift Jtfelf. Hence, four days 
before his execution, he thus fubfcribed his laft will 
and teflament : " Rowland Taylor, departing hence 
in fure hope, without all doubting, of eternal falva- 
tion ; I thank God, my heavenly Fo-ther, through 
Je^s Chrifl my certain Saviotir, Amen. The 5tH 
of February^ annp 1555. The Lord is my light and 
my felvation : whom then (hall I fear ? God is he 
that juflifieth : who is he that can condemn ? la 
thee, O Lord, have I trufted ; let me never be con- 
founded." All afTurance of falvation, ^ot grounded 
on certainty of perfeveranc3e, is, in the moft fuper- 
lative degree, bafelefs, contradictory, arid enthu-. 
fiaflic. But this good man's afTurance was not thus 
built on a bubble. " I am,*^ faid he,. " unmovably 

Ibid» m ibid. p. 139. 
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fettled upon the rock : nothing doubting, but that 
my dear God will perform and finilh the work that 
he hath begun in me and others (/)•" I will only 
add a judicious remark of his, concerning juftifica- 
tion : ■** Abraham's juftificajtion by faith, by grace, 
by promife, and not by works, is plainly fet forth, 
both in the Epiftle to the Romans, chap. iv. and to 
the Galatians, chap. iii. And Abraham's works of 
obedience, in offering up his fon fo long after his 
juftification, mtoft needs be taken as a fruit of k 
good tree, juftifying before men, and not of jufti- 
fication before Goa : for then had man [i. e. man 
would then have fomewhat] to glory in 5 then did 
Chrift die in vain (;«)." Now, as men, by the gof* 
pel fcheixie ef falvation, have nothing to glory in, 
nothing to boaft ofj^ nothing to reft upon, but the 
grace of God and the Meffiah's obedience unto 
death ; it follows, that men cannot be juftified in 
the fight of God, by their own works, neither in 
whole, nor in part : fince, if they could, they would 
have fomething elfe to glory in, befides that grace 
and imputed righteoufnefs, which the Scripture 
avers are the only bafis of a finner's juftification.-^ 
Moreover, as this blefled martyr further obferves 
from the apoftle, Chrift died in vain, on the fup- 
pofition that human works have any antecedent 
influence on our acceptance with God : for, as much 
conditionalty, or cafualty, as you afcribe to works .; 
juft fo much you detraft from the merit and efficacy 
of Chrift's blood and righteoufnefs. The Saviour 
of finners obeyed and died, either to accomplifh the 
whole of our juftification, or a part of it only. If 
to accomplifh the whole, then juftification by works 
falls at once. If his merits accomplifhed our jufti- 
fication only in part, then our own works muft come 
in, by way of fupplement, to make up what Chrift 
left deficient : on which fuppofition, as human obe- 

(4 Ibid. p. 142. {m) IbkL p. 147. 

C 3 dicncc 



^ 



30 The JudgmM of our 

dience would have fome hand in juftifying us, fo it 
would be fairly entitled to a fhare ot the praife ; 
for, if Chrift has aftually divided the work of falva- 
tion between himfelf and finners, it is but equitable 
that the honour (hould be divided alfo. The Bible," 
however, cuts up this facrilegious and (elf-righteous 
fcheme, both root and branch : and, without giving 
the lie in form to every page of that blelTed book, 
we canpot believe that Chnft's mediatorial righte- 
oufnefs has any deficiency to make jip. Admitting, 
therefore, that his work was perfeft, and that he 
truly faid, it is finilhed ; the confequence will be, 
that our good works (though abfolutely requifite, 
, ex pojifadoy as indications of juftification ; yet) have 
no kind of agency, whatewr, in accompliftiing, pro- 
curing, obtaining, or conditionating our pardon and 
acceptance with the Father. Since, if Chrift re* 
deemed us completely, and any remaining efficacy 
be ftill fuppofed to refide in our own works ; that 
efficacy ^be it more or lefs) renders fuperfluous an 
equal ratio of the merit of Chrift's complete redemp^ 
tion : and thus, fo far, Chrift, on this fcheme, muft 
have died in vain. But it was impoffible for Chrift 
to die in vain : therefore, human works have no 
hand in juftification,^— This feems, to me, the pre- 
cife drift of the apoftle's argument, Gal. ii. 21. If 
righteoufnefs, either juftification itfelf;, or any part 
of the righteoufnefs which juftifies, come by the 
law, accrue, though ever fo remotely, to any finner, 
by or through his own conformity to the moral law ; 
then it would follow, that Chrift is dead in vain : 
but Chrift could not die in vain : ergo, neither juf- 
tification itfelf, nor the righteoufnefs which juftifies, 
can accrue, though ever fo remotely, to any fmner, 
by or through his own conformity to the moral law. 
But does not St. James affirm, that Abraham was 
juftified by works, when he offered his fon liaac on 
the altar ? Certainly he was. But it was a juftifica- 
'^pn before men, wot before Godt As good Dr, 

Rowland 
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Rowland Taylor remarks, Abraham had been jufti- 
fied before God, long, even many years, before his 
intentional oblation of Ifaac : yea, many years before 
Ifaac himfelf was born. Abraham's juftification in 
the fight of God is related. Gen. xv. 6. But even the 
birth of Ifaac does not occur, till you come to 
chapter the xxift. I conclude, then, that the juf- 
tification, of which St. James fpeaks, is no more 
than an evidential juftification before men, by vifible 
works of external obedience; declaring, manifefting, 
and proving, a prior juftification before God : which 
prior juftification before God is in no fenfe founded 
upon, tho* moft certainly produftive of, all hoU- 
nefs of life and converfation. St. Paul viewed the 
matter exa<?lly in the fame light : by faith, Abra- 
ham, when he was tried, offered up Ifaac ; and he 
that had received the promifes, offered up his only 
begotten fon, Heb. xi. 17* Obferve, his receiving 
of the promifes (by which faith, or reception, he 
was divinely juftified in the court of his own con- 
fcience), his receiving of the promifes refpefting fal* 
vation by Chrift, was antecedent to his offering of 
Ifaac. Confequently, having been already aftually juf- 
tified by the former ; the juftification, nientipned by 
St. James, can only mean a declarative difplay, or 
pradical proof, of Abraham's (and, by the fame 
rule, of any other believer's) preceding juftification 
in the fight of God, without works. — The reader, 
I hope, will forgive this incidental difquifition : 
•which, tho' in fomemeafure excurfive, is not wholly 
digreflive; as it attempts to elucidate, more at 
large, what the excellent martyr intimated in 
brief. 

IV, and V. Soon aft^r the burning of Dr. Taylor, 
Mr. Thomas Caufton, and Mr. Thomas Higbed, 
fealed the truth with their blood. Fox exprefsly 
fays, that thefe two eleft champions were *5 coa- 
demned for the confeffion of faith,'* which they 
united in drawing up and prefenting to Bonner. Part 

C 4 of 
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of that confcflion was as follows : ^* Wc believe, 
that thejre is a Catholic church, evep a communion 
of faints, byilt upon the foundation of the Prophets 
juid Apoftlcs (as Paul faith), Chrift being the head 
6orner-ftone. For the which chufch, Chrift gave 
himfelf, to make it to himfelf a glorious congrega-? 
tion, without fatilt in his fight, -r- We believe, that 
this church, of herfelf, and by her owti merits, is fin-^ 
fill; and muft needs fay, Father, forgive us our fins, 
But, thro* Chrill and his merits, (he is freely for- 
given : for he, in his own perfon, hath purged hei^ 
fins, and made her faultlefs in his ffight («).'• Can 
words more ftrbngly e:q)*refs ^ redemption ^bfplute^ 
limited, and efficacious? 

VI. Mr. Stephen Knight was burnt ^it Maldon, 
in Eflex, Ma^ch 28, 1555. Part of his prayer at 
the (lake was, " Thou reniembereft, Q Lord, that I 
am but duft, and able to do nothing that is good : 
therefore, O Lord, aSj of thine accuftomed goodnefs 
and love, thou haft bidden me to this banquet, and 
accounted me worthy to drink of thine own cup, 
amongft thy eleft; even fo give me ftrength, 
&c. {o)r 

VIL The right reverend Doftor Robert Farrer, 
lord biftiop of St. David's, a prelate of eminent 
name in the Church of England, and formerly one 
of the committee nominated to compile the Englifh 
liturgy {p) ; was burned in the market rplace at Caer- 
marthen, March 30, 1555. On his examination, a 
paper containing ieveral Popifli articles, was tender-f 
ed to him for mbfcription : but he refolutely rcr 
fufed to lave his life at the expence of his faith. 
One of thefe articles, which refpefted juftification, 
was as follows : " Men are not juftified before God^ 
by faith only 5 but hope and charity are alfo necef- 
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'«) Fox, vol. iii. p. \6t» (0) Ibid. p. 165, 

) Seefiorhet^ Refonn. vol. iif p. 5^. 
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ferily required to jviftification {q)'' The bifliop's 
|iot acceding to this Papiftical, tenet (a tenet, noW| 
^s corntnon to Arminians, as ever it was to Papifts)^ 
wf^s on6 cavife of his being- adjudged to the flames : 
for, in the fentenCe of condemnation^ which enume* 
rated feme of the pretfihded errors JFor which he was 
caft, the following claiife brings up the rear: Item, 
quod bomofola fide jXiJtificdtur : i. e. " Alfo, he be- 
lieveth) that men are juftified by faith alone (r),** 
The teader, I fuppofe, n^ed not be reminded, that 
this worthy bifhop was one of thofe irpprifoned di^ 
Tines who drew up and fat their hands to the con^ 
feffion of faith, quoted toward the beginning of this 
Section .t— His lord{hip*s execution was attended 
with a very remarkable circumftance. A Mr. Jones 
foming to condole him on the painfulnefs of the 
death he was to undergo, the holy bifhop made 
anfwer, if you fee me once to ftir, white I am burn- 
ing, then give no credit to the truth of the doc- 
trines for which I f\ifFer, God, under whofe infpi- 
ration, undoubtedly, this was uttered, enabled his 
faithful martyr to n>ake good his promife : for he 
flood, incircled with the flames, like a rock in 
the midft of the waves, without flinching, or 
moving fo much as once : fteadily holding up his 
arms, even when his hands were burnt away ; till 
one Richard Gravel, a bye-ftander, " daflied him on 
the head with a ftaff, and fo ftruck him down (5)." 

VIII. Mr, George Marfh fuffered martyrdom at 
or near Chefter, April 24, 1555. This good- man 
was as truly Calviniftic, as the reft of his Proteftant 
brethren; for, being charged on his examination 
before Cotes, the Popifh bilhop of Chefter, with 
having faid, " That the church and doftrine, taught 
and fet forth in king Edward's time, was the true 
church, and the dpdrine of the true church;'* 
Marlh acknowledged that he had fo fpoken, and 

(f) Fox, vol. iii. p. 177. (r) Ibid. p. 178. (jj Ibid. 
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declared himfelf ftill to be of the fame mind (/), 
If more particular proof of his juc^ment be thought 
neceflary, the enfuing paflages, extrafted from fomc 
of his letters, offer themfelves as evidences, ** Tho* 
Satan,'* fays he, "be fuffercd to fift us,4is wheat, for 
a time; yet faileth not our fisuth, thro* Chrift*s 
aid (/^)." — Again: "If any, therefore, fall away 
from Chrift and his word, it is a plain token, that 
they were but diflembling hypocrites, for all their 
fair faces outwardly, and never believed truly : as 
Judas, Simon Magus, Demas, Hymenaus, Phile- 
tus, and others were {w).'' — Once more : " Daily I 
call and cry unto the Lord, in whom is all my truft, 
iand without whom I can do nothing; that he, who 
hath begun a good work in me, would vouchfafe to 
go forth with it until the day of Jefus Chrift : be- 
ing furely certified in my confcience, of this, that 
he will do fo ; forafmuch as he hath given me, not 
only that I fhould believe on him, but alfo fuffer 
for his fake (*:)." What he thought concerning 
the invincible efficacy of inward grace, appears from 
this paffage in the prayer which the hiftorian tells 
us, " he ufed daily to fay :" — We befeech thee, ac- 
cording to the little meafure of our infirmity, altho' 
we be far unable and unapt to pray, that thou 
wouldeft mercifully circumcife our ftony hearts ; 
and, for thefe old hearts, create new within us, and 

replenifli us with a new fpirit(^). Nor was his 

judgment, refpefting faith, juftification, and works, 
lefs excellent and teriptural. " What haft thou^ 
faith the apoftle, that thou haft not received ? This 
fentence ought to be had in remembrance of all 
men: for, if we have nothing, but that which we 
have received, what can we deferve? or what need 
we to difpute and reafon of our own merits ? It 
Cometh of the free gift of God, that we live, that 

(/) Aid. p. T90. («) Ihld. p« igit (w) Ibid, p. 194. 
(x) Ibid, p, 199. (j) Ibid, 
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Wfc love God, that we walk in his fear. Where is 
ourdefervingthen(z) !" — Elfewhcre, he writes thus: 
*^ Grace is, throughout all the Epiftles of Paul, taken 
for the free mercy and favour of God ; whereby he 
faveth us freely, without any defervings, or works 
of the law [a)^ Reconciliation with God, through 
the blood of Chrift, is afubjeft, which this holy mar- 
tyr treats of, with equal clearnefs : " Peace is taken 
for the quietnefs and tranquillity of the confciencc, 
being thoroughly perfuaded, that through the only 
merits of Chrift*s death and blood-fhedding, there 
is an atonement and peace made between God and 
us : fo that God will no more impute our fins unto 
us, nor yet conddmn us {b)^ Yet are not good 
works hereby difcarded : " Declare your faith,'* fays 
he, " by your good works, which are infallible wit^ 
nefles of the true juftifying faith, which is never 
idle, but worketh by charity {c)^ Again: " After 
thefe works, we muft learn to know the crofs, and 
what affeftion and mind we mud bear towards our 
advcrfaries and enemies, whatfoever they be; to 
fufFer all adverfities and evils patiently ; to pray for 
them that hurt, perfecute, and trouble us : and, by 
thus uling ourfelves, we (hall obtain an hope and 
certainty of our vocation, that we be the eleft 
children of God {d)r He obferves, that '' God 
is wont, for the mod part, to warn his eledl and 
chofen, what afflidion and trouble (hall happen un- 
to them for his fake : not to the intent to fray them 
thercbv, but rather to prepare their minds againft 
the boifterous ftorms of perfecution (^)." Next to 
the effeftual prefence of the holy fpirit, nothing, per- 
haps, fo ftrengtliens and animates the minds of 
God*s people to be valiant for his truths, as the ex- 
amples of thofe who are enabled to lay down their 
lives for Chrift: whence we find Mr. Marlh 
laying, as the apoftle did before him, " We fuffer 

(«) Ibid, p. 196. (a) Ibid, p, 197. (h) Ibid. 

{c) Ibid* p, 194. (^) Ibid, p. 19;. {e) Ibid. p. i98# 
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all things for the cleft's fekef/)/* His judicious 
explication of Col. i. 24. Ihall at prefent clofe the 
teftimoiiy of this worthy martyr : " St. Paul doth 
not here mean, that there wanteth any thing in the 
paffion of Chrift, which may be fupplied by man : 
lor the paflion of Chrift, as touching his own perfon, 
ii that moft perfeft and omni-fufficient facrifice. 
Whereby we are. all made perfeft, as many as are 
fanftified in his blood. But thefe his words [i. e* 
the Apoftle's words in the above text] ought to be 
linderftood of the eleft and chofen, in whom Chrift 
is and fhall be perfecuted unto the world's end (^).** 

IX, Mr. John Warne, upholfterer and citizen of 
London, was burned, in Smithfield, May 31, 1555* 
*rhe day before he fufFered, he wrote a confeflion 
of his faith, in form of a commentary on the 
Apoftles Creed. The confeflion, tho' long, is fo ex- 
cellent, that I cannot help giving it entire. 

** / Relieve in God the Father Almighty y Maker ef 
Heaven and Earthy 

" A Father, becaufe he is the Fi^ther of our Lord 

^efus Chrift, who is the everlaftijng word, whom, 
efore all worlds, he hath begotten of himfelf; 
which word was made flefh, and therein alfo mani- 
fefted to be his Son : in whom he hath adopted us 
to be his children, the inheritors of his kingdom ; 
iand therefore he is our Father. An Almighty God, 
becaufe he hath, of nothing, created all things, 
vifible and invifible, both in Heaven and earth, 
even all creatures contained therein ; and governeth 
them." 

" And in Jefus Chrijfj his only Son^ oiiY Lord.'* 
** The eternal word, perfeft God with "his Father, 
of equal po^yer in all things, of the fame fubftance, 
of like glory, by whom all things were made and 
have life, and without whom nothing liveth. He 
was made alfo perfeft man : and fo, being very God 

. (/)IbicL (f)Ibid. 
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knd very man in one perfon, is the only Saviour^ 
Redeemer, and Ranfomer, of them which were loft 
in Adam our forefather. He is the only mean of 
our deliverance, the hope of our health, the furety 
of our falvation." 

" fVho was conceived by the Holy Ghofty born of the 
Virgin Mary." 

'• According to the Father's moft merciful pro- 
mife, this Eternal son of God, forfaking the heaven- 
ly glory, humbled l^mfelf to take flelh of a virgin, 
according to the Scriptures : uniting the fubftance 
of the Godhead to the fubftance of the manhood, 
which he took of the fubftance of that bleffed Vir-^ 
gin Mary, in o^e p^on; to become therein the 
very Meffiah, the anomted King and Prieft, forever 
appointed to pacify the Father's wrath, which was 
juftly gone out againft us all for our fin." 

" Suff^ed under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead^ 
Mnd buried, and defcended itUo HelW'* 

" He was arraigned before Pontius Pilate, the 
ruler of Jewry ; and fo unjuftly accufed of many 
crimes, that the ruler judged him innocent, and 
fought means to deliver him: but contrary to 
known juftice, he did let go Barabbas, who had de- 
ferved death j and delivered Chrift to be crucified^ 
who deferved no deaths Which doth declare unto 
us, manifeftly, that he fufFered for our fins, and was 
biiffetted for our offences, as the Prophets do wit* 
nefs : thereby to have it manifefted to all .men, that 
he is that Lamb of God that taketh away the fms of 
the world. Therefore, fuffering for our fins, he re- 
ceived and did bear our deferved condemnation, tlic 
pains of death, the tafte of abjedtion, the very terror 
of Hell : yielding his fpirit to his Father ; his body, 
to be buried in the earth." 

•* Tlje third day, be rofe again from the dead^ 

** To make full and perfeft the whole work of our 
redemption and juftification, the fame crucified 
body> which was kid in the grave, was niifed up 

again^ 
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ag;ain, the third day, from death, by the power of 
his Father, and glory of his godhead. He be* 
came the firft fruits of the refurreftion, and got the 
viftory of death, that all by him might be raifed 
up from death: through whom all true penitent 
finners may now boldly come unto the Father, and 
have remiflion of their fins/* 

** He afcended into Heaven^ and Jitteth on the right 
band of God the leather Almighty'' 

"After that, in his death and rfefurreftion, he 
iad conquered fin, death, and the Devil, and 
had been converfant 40 days in the earth, being 
feen of the Apoftles, and more than 500 brethren 
at once ; in the fame body, itf^ which he wrought 
the work of our falvation, hi' afcended into Hea- 
ven,'with eternal tritlmph for the viftory over death, 
fin, and Hell : leaving the palTage open, by which 
all true believers may and (hall enter into bis king- 
dom ; where he now fitteth at his Father's right 
liand, that is to fay, in power and glory, equal in 
Majefty co-eternal.** 

^ ** From thence hejhall comCy to judge the quick and 
the dead.'"" 

'^ He (hall appear again, in great glory, to receive 
Ills eledt unto himfelf, and to put his enemies under 
his feet r changing all living men, in a moment ; 
and raifing up all that be dead ; that all may be 
brought to his judgment. In this (hall he give each 
man according to his deeds. They who have fol- 
lowed him in regeneration, who have their fins wa(h- 
ed away in his blood, and are doathed with his 
righteoufnefs, (hall receive the everlaftiftg kingdom^ 
and reign with him forever. And they, who, after 
the race of the corrupt generation of Adam, have fol- 
lowed fle(h and blood, (hall receive everlafting dam- 
nation with the Devil and his angels.** 

" / Mieve in the Holy Ghojir 

« I do believe, that the Holy Ghoft is God ; the 

third perfon in the trinity \ in unity of the Godhearf 

^' equal 
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equal with the Father and the Son : given, through 
Chrift, to inhabit our fpirits; by which we are made 
to feel and underftand the great power, virtue, and 
loving kindnefe, of Chrift our Lord. For he [i. e. 
the Holy Ghoft] illuminates, quickens, and certi- 
fies our fpirit, that by him we are fealed up to the 
day of redemption : by whom we are regenerate, and 
made new creatures : fo that, by him, and through 
him, we do receive all the abundant goodnefs pro- 
mifed us in Jefus Chrift/' 

" the Holy Catholic Church:' 

" This is aii holy number of Adam's poftcrity,* 
eledled, gathered, waftied, and purified by the 
blood, from the beginning of the world ; and is 
difperfed through the fame, by the tyranny of Gog 
and Magog, i. c. [by] the Turk and his tyranny ; 
and Antichrift, otherwife named the bilhop of Rome, 
and his angels [i. e. his emifraries], as this day alfo 
doth teach.'* 

" The Compatnion of Saints :' 

" Which moft holy congregation (being, as St. 
Paul teacheth, builded upon the foundation of the 
Apoftles, and Prophets, Jefus Chrift being the 
head-corner ftone), tho' it be, by the tyranny of 
Satan and his minifters, perfecuted, fome by death, 
and fome by other affliftions and painful torments ; 
yet doth it remain in one perfeft unity, both of faith 
and fellowfhip. Which unity is knit in an unfpeakable 
knot, as well of them who are. departed from this 
mortal life, as of them who now be living, and here- 
after (hall be in the fame : and fo (hall continue, 
until they all do meet in the kingdom, where the 
head, Jefus Chrift, with all his holy members (of 
which number, through Chrift, I afluredly believe 
I am one), fliall be fiiUy complete, knit, and united 
together, forevermore/' 

" The forgivenefs of Sins.** 

'* I do believe, that my fins, and all their fins 
who do rightly believe the Holy Scripture, are for- 
given 
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given only through Jefus Chrift ; of whom oiily^ 1 
4o profefs, that I have my whole and full falvation 
and redemption : which St. Paul faith, cometh not 
(lirough our works and defervings, but freely by 
grace, left any Ihould boaft him^lf. Through the 
tlood of the crofs, all things in Heaven and earth 
are reconciled and fet ^t peace with the Father [i.e. 
as it immediately follows], without him [without 
Chrift] no heavenly life [is] given, no fin forgiven," 

" The Refurreaion of the Body.'' 

" I do believe, that, by the fame, my Sj^viour 
Ghrifl:, I and all pieu (hall rife again from death : for 
he, as Pa^il faith, is rifen ^ain from the dead, and is 
iDecome the firft-fruits of them that fleep ; for by a 
man came death, and by a man cometh the refur- 
reftion from death.. This man [by whom the re- 
furreftion comes], is Chrift; through the power of 
whofe refurreftion, I believe that we fhall rife 4gain 
in thefe our bodies : the eleft, cloathed with im- 
mortality, to live with Chrift forever; the repro- 
t)ate alfo fhall rife immortal, to live. with the Devil 
^d his angels in death everlafting.". . 

^' And the Life everlqfiing'* 

'* Through the fame Jefus, and by none other, 
I am fure to have life everlafting. He only. is the 
way and entrance into the kingdom of Heaven. For 
fo God loved the world, that he did give his only 
Son Jefus Chrift, to the end that fo many as do bc- 
Keve in him -might have everlafting fife. The 
which I am fure to poffefs, fo foon as I am diflblved, 
and departed out of this tabernacle ; and in the laft 
day, (hall, both body and foul, poflefs the fame 
forever : to the which, God grant all men to come. 

" I believe, that the facraments, that is to fay,, 
cf baptifm and the Lord's fupper, arefeals of God's 
moft merciful promifes towards mankind. In 
baptifm, as, by the outward creature of water, I am 
wafhed from the filthinefs which hangeth oa my 
fleih ; fo do I afluredly believe^ that I am> by Chrift's 

bloody 
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Iblcod j waffled clean from my fins : through which 
[fpiritua! wafhing] I have fure confidence of my 
certain falvationk In partaking of the Lord's fup- 
per, as I receive the fubftance of bread and wine, the 
nature of which is to ftrefigthen the body ; fo do I^ 
by faith, receive the redemption wrought in Chrift's 
bodybrokfcnon thecrofs, life by his death, refurreftion 
by Ms refurreftion, dnd, infum, all that ever Chrift 
in his body fufFered fdr my falvation, to the ftrength- 
cning of my faith in the fame^ And I believe that 
God hath appointed the eating and drinking of the 
creatures of bread and wine, in his holy fupper, ac* 
cording to his word, to move and to flir up my 
mind to believe thefe articles above written* 

** This is my faith : this do I believe : and I am 
content, by God's ^ce, to confirm and feal the 
truth of the fame with my blood. 

" By me, John Warne {b)r 

X. At the fame flake with Mr. Warne, fuffered 
that memorable dignitary of the Church of England, 
the reverend Mr. John Cardmaker ; canon refiden- 
tiary, and treafurer, of the cathedral church of 
Wells, and vicar of St. Bride's, Fleet-flreet. There 
is, fo far as I have yet been able to find, no more 
than a fingle letter of his extant, and that a very 
fhort one : but, concife as it is, it contains a claufe^ 
from whence we may infer the Calvinifm of this ex- 
cellent man. " The Lord," fays he to his friend 
and correfpondent, " flrengthen you, me, and all 
his eledt (/)." 

XL Mr.. Thomas Haukes, a gentleman of EfTex, 
fufiered at Cogglelhall, in that county, June 10, 
155^. A little before his execution, feveral of his 
particular friends, who, tho' fledfafk Proteflants, 
were in fome degree of bondage, through fear of that 
violent death, which they knew not how foon they 

(k) Fox, Ibid. p. 206, 207 • 

(/} Fox, Ibid. p. 207. Aod Strype't EccL Mem. vol. ii. p. 260. 
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might be called to undergo ; requefted him, that Jf 
the pain of burning was at all tolerable, he would 
give them a fignal before he expired. The good 
tnan promifed them, that he would : and the token 
fixed upon, was« that he Ihould elevate his hands 
above his head, towards Heaven, ere his foul af* 
cended to God. — Beii^ fattened to the ftake, the 
fagots were kindled : ** In which, when he had 
continued long, afid when his fpeech was taken away 
by the violence of the flame, his fltin Ihriveled, and 
his fingers confumed, fo that all thotight certainly 
Ke had been gone ; fuddenly, and contrary to all ex- 
pectation, the Uel&d fervant of God, being mind-< 
fill of his promife aforemade, lifted up his hands 
(which were all in a bla^:e) over his head, and tri- 
umphantly ftruck them together thrice. At the 
fight 01 which, the fpeftators, they efpecially who 
were apprifed of the fignal, gave uncommon ftioiits 
of joy and applaufe. And to the bleflfed .martyr of 
Chrift, ftrai^tway finking down into the fire, yield- 
ed up his fpirit (Jfc).**^ 

Mr. Haukes*s princijdes, as to the doftrine of grace, 
are fufficiently apparent, from the two following paf- 
fages. " Tho* the world rage," faid he, " and 
blafpheme the ekft of God ; ye know that It did fo 
unto Chrift, his apoftles, and to all that were in the 
primitive church (/)." In a letter to a perfon who 
bad prcmiifed to take charge of his fon^s education » 
he wrote thus ; << I hc^ to meet both him and you 
among all God*s eleft (w)." 

Xlf. Mr. Nicolas Sheterden was burned at Can- 
terbury, July 12, 1555. Praying at the ftake, he 
faid, " O Father, I do not prefume unto thee in 
my own righteoufnefs : No! but only in the merits 
of thy dear Son, my Saviour. For the which excel- 
lent gift of ^al¥ation, I cannot worthily prai& 
thee (n)r 

(>) Fox, Ibid. p. 22Q» (iQ UtmLf. %tu (M):lbUI. p. tzzi 



* To liis {urvivlng brotbcc he thus <$}^prefled him« 
felf : " God is the giver of all goodnefs, and that 
freely, for his love to us ; not only without our de* . 
ierts, but contrary to th^ fame (^)." Again t 
^ Deal' brother, my heart's defire and prayer to Go4 
is, that we may together^ enjoy the blifs of eternal 
inheritance, by one fpiritud- r^neration and liew 
birth (p)?' 

XIII. Mr. John Newman wars crowned with mar« 
tyrdom^ at Saffiron Walden, Auguft 31, 1555* 
" Faith,'' faid this ChriftiaR hero, " is the gift of 
God, and Cometh not of man(^)." Having occa- 
iion to treat of the extent of Chrift's death, he thus . 
delivered his belief: " With that one facriflce of his 
body, once offered on the ci?ofe, he hath made per- 
fed, forever, all them that are fandified (r).** 
Adding, " I believe that there is an holy church, 
which IS the company of the faithful and eled peo«* 
pie of God, difperfed abroad throughout the 
whole world (j)." 

XIV. In the fame month, Mr. Robert Smith was 
bximt at Uxbridge. Some of his excellent cd^fcrva- 
tions were thefe : " In Corinth was not all the con- 
gregation of God ; but a number of thofe holy and 
cleft people of God (/)." — Referring to the perfe- 
cuting time in which he lived, " The prince of 
darknefs,'* faid he, *' is broken looie, and rageth, in 
iiis members, a^ainfl the eleft of God (»). By thefe 
means, God will try his eleft, as gold in the fur« 
nace (w)." He afferts the abfolute ireenefs of falva-. 
tion in all its parts : " All fevour, mercy, and fdr- 
givcnefs, cometh only by Chrift. He only, of God 
the Father, was made, for us, all wifdom, righte- 
oufnefs, fanftification, and redemption. All thefe 
are the gifts of God the Father, freely given unto 

* (0)Il>idwp.3i^ {p)VA&. ff}IlMd.p. |i;. 

(r) IWd. p. 326. (/) Ibid. (/) Ibid. p. 33 r • 

(11) Ibid. p. 339, (w) Ibid. p. 3,41. 
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lis, by Chrift Jefus, God and man, through 
faith in his blood, and not by the merits of men. 
Gifts they are, I fay ; freely given unto us, of fa- 
vour, "without our defert : by believing, and not by 
dfefervihg. To this do the law and the prophets 
bear witiiefs (;v)."— Let us juft hear him on the 
article of perfeverancc : God " hath numbered all the 
hairs of his children's heads, fo that not one of them 
fhallperifh without his Fatherly will. He keepeth 
the fparrows : much more will he preferve them, 
whom he hath purchafed with the blood of the im* 
maculate Lamb [y).^* 

God honoured the martyrdom of this pious per- 
fon„ with a difplay of divme goodnefs and power, 
not unfimilar to what was related of Mr. Haukes. 
Before. Mr. Smith was chained to the flake, he con- 
verfed with the people that furrounded him, concern- 
ing the goodnefs or the caufe for which he was about 
to fuffer ; and expreffed his certainty of again re- 
ceiving, at the refurreftion, that body which he was 
then refigning to the flames : adding, I doubt not, 
but God will (hew you fome token thereof And fo 
it proved. For, " at length, being well-nigh half- 
burned, and alfo black with fire, cluttered together as 
in a lump, and fuppofed by all to be dead ; he fud- 
' denly rofe upright before the people, lifting up the 
flumps of his arms, and clapping them together : 
after which, bending down again, and hanging over 
the fire, he flept in the Loixl (2).^' — Thus, on fome 
great occafions. 

Heaven owns itsfriends^ and points them out to men ! 

' XV. Mr. Robert Samuel, who had been an emi- 
nent and ufeful preacher in king Edward's days, was 
burned at Ipfwich, Aiig. 31, 1555. But not till he 
had borne a laflij^ tcftimony to the gofpel, in the; 
few, but precious papers, which he bequeath- 

{x) ttiid. p. 34«« [ji) VAif f* 34i« (s) Ibid, p, 543, 
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ed to the church of God. *• Touching the 
Father of Heaven," fays he, " I believe as much 
as Holy Scripture teacheth me to believe. The Fa- 
ther is the firft perfon in the Trinity, [and] firft 
caufeof ourfalvation: who hath bleffed us with all 
manner of bleffings in heavenly thii^ by Chrift. 
Who hath chofen us, before the foundations of the 
world were laid, that we (hould be holy, and with- 
out blame before him. Who hath predeftinated us, 
and ordained m, to be his children of adoprion, 
through Chrift jefus (a).** For thefe prcdeftinated 
perfons, {anftified and let apart by the Father, Mr. 
Samuel believed that Chrift became obedient unto 
death : Chrift, ** Is made unto us, of God, that 
only facrifice and oblation, offered, onCe for all and 
forever, for all*them that befan6lified(^)." Between 
Chrift and thefe there is a blefled commutation, or 
exchange, of fin and righteoufnefs : Chrift takes 
away the guilt of then* trefpaffes, and configns over 
to them the merit of his own aftive and paflivefatif- 
fa£tion to the divine law. This was the doftrine of our 
martyred preacher : " His [i. e. Chrift's] innocency, 
his righteoufnefs, his holinefs, his juftice, is our's, 
given us of God : and our fins and unrighteoufnefs, 
by his obedience, and abafing of Jiimfelf to the death 
of the crofe, are his (r).** Such as are elefted, re- 
deemed, and juftified, (hall be preferved to God's 
kingdom and glory: " Now that Chrift our head is 
rifen, we being his body and members, muft follow 
our head [i, e. our bodies (hall, like his, be raifed to 
eternal life]. Death, Hell, and fin, cannot funder 
nor pluck us from him. For, as the Son cannot be 
divided nor fundercd from the Father, nor the 
Holy Ghoft from them both 5 no more may we, 
being the faithful [i. e. the beheving] members of 
Chrift, be feparated from Chrift (^). -^Chrift affirm- 
ed the fame ; faying. My flieep hear my voice : I 
iaxovf them : they hearken unto me> and to ao 
MDnd. p.348. (0 Ibid. (r)Ibid« (i/) Ibid. 
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grangers : and I dye them everlafting life ; and 
tkey fball not be loit : and no nian fhall pluck them 
out of my hands. No^ nor yet this flattering 
world, with all his vain pkaiures ; nor any tyrant, 
with his great threats and flout brags; can onoe 
move them out of the way of eternal fife. What 
oonfolation and comfort may we have, more plea- 

fant and effeduous than this?-^ We are members 

of his body, and of his fldOi, and of his bones ; and 
as dear to him, as t^e apple of his eye (^).'* 

XVI. Mr. Robert Glover became a burnt-offer- 
ing for the truth's fake, at Coventry, in September, 
1555. Valuable is the tcftimony which he bore to 
the dodrine of dc&ion. Speaking of faints, he 
jufliy affirms, that " They were no brii^crs of any 
goodnefs to God, but altogether oeceivers. They 
chofe not God firft, but he chofe them. They 
]oved not God firft, but he loved them firft. Yea, 
he both loved and diofe them, when they were [con- 
fidered as] his enemies, full of fin and coiTuption, 
and void of all goodnefs (/).*' Purfuant to this 
evangelical view of the fubje6t, Mr. Glover thus 
addrefled the adorable Majtfty : " O Lord, thou 
Ifaeweft power, in weaknefs ; wifdom, in fbolifhnefs; 
mercy, in finfulncfe. Who fliall lett [i« e. who can 
hinder] thee to chufe where and whom thou 
wUt {g) ?- ' 

XVIL Mr. Thomas Whittle, a ckrgynian of 
jEflex, recdved the crown of martyrdom, in Jan^ 
J556.^"Chrift," faith this good Church of Eng- 
land divine, " hath, by his paflion, fully redeemed 
and faved us in his own perfon : howbeit, his eled: 
muft fufFer with him and for him, to the world's 
end (i)." Elfewhere, he cxpreffes himfelf thus : 
" Thofc that are ii^afted and incorporated into 
Chrift by faith, feeling the motion of God's holy 

W J^Jf P- ^«' </) ^""^ P- 3W* <') ^^' P- 35:j. 
{h) Ibuk p^ 510, 
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Ipirit as a pledge of their ele^ion ami inheritance^ 
exciting and ftirring them not only to feek heavenly 
things, but alfo to hate vice aiid embrace virtue ; 
will not only do thefe things, but alfo, if need 
require, will gladly taJce up their crofs, and follow 
their captain, their king, and their Saviour, Jefus 
Chrift, ast his poor afflifted Church of England now 
doth, ag^iuft that hlk and antichriftian doArine and 
religion now ufed (1)'* : i, e. againft the doftrine an4 
religion of Popery, then newly reftored. The per-* 
feverance of the elect is a confeque^ce, which necef- 
farily follows from the above premifes : take, how- 
ever, one pofitive proof of this martyr's judgment as 
to the certainty of that incftimable truth. « Tho* 
the righteous fall, faitli David, he (hall i^ot be caft 
away, for the Lord upholdeth him with his handi 
Oh, the bottomlefs mercy of God, towards us 
mifcrablc finners (*) ! " 

XVIII. Mr. Bartlet Green, a gentleman of the 
kw, was converted at Oxford, by hearing the divir 
mty-le&ures of Peter Martyr, But, bemg young, 
and rich, and naturally of a gay turn, he was perT 
mitted, for a time, to relapfe mto a worldly fpirit, 
and lofe fight of that glory and virtue to which he 
had been adled by grace. God, however, who wiH 
never lofe a chofen veflel, recalled the wanderer; 
and even enabled him to lay down his life for the 
fake of Chrift. And thus, as the pious Mr. Fxo 
remarks on this occafion, " We fee the fatherly 
kindnefs of our moft gracious and merciful God, 
who never fuffereth his eleft children fo to fall, as 
tolieftill{i.e. totheend] in fecurity of fm: but 
oftentimes quickens them up by fome fuch means 
as perhaps, they think leaft of; as he did, her^, 
this his ftrayed fheep (/)." He afcended from 
Smithfield, to Heaven, in company with fix Qthre 

(0 Ibid« p« 521. (4} Ibid. p. $20. (/) Ibid. p. ^2. 
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martyrs, who were burned in the fame fire, Janu- 
ary ^7> 1556- 

This valuable perforx touches on the doftrine of 
crace, with much judgment and propriety, *• God*' 
fiiys Mr. Green, *• is not bound to time, wit, or 
knowledge ; but rather chufeth the weak things of 
the world, in order to confound the ftrong. Neither 
can men appoint bounds to God*s mercy : fyr I will 
have companion, faith he, on whom I will (hew 
mercy. There is no refpeft of perfons with God, 
whether it be old or young, rich or poor, wife or 
foolilh, fifher or baiket-maker i God giveth know* 
ledge of his truth, through his free^^grace, to whom 
he lift (w).'* On one of his examinations before 
the Popilh delegates, he offered to debate matters 
with them, in torm ; provided, they would firft al^. 
low him to confult " Calvin, and my lord of Cantep- 
bury-s books («).** Jndeed, the writings of Calvin 
End Cranmer were defervedly numbered among the 
moft efficacious antidotes againft the poifon of Po- 
peiy : and, the Arminian weed not having then 
over-ran the Proteftant garden, Canterbury and 
Geneva were confidered as much nearer neighbours 
than the new fprung difciples of Van Harmin are 
willing to confefs. — I cannot take leave of Mr, 
Green, without citing the pious and not inrcicgant 
diftich, which he feveral times repeated, both on 
his way to execution, and after his arrival at the 
ibke : 

CMJe DeuSyJne tifpes eft mihi nulla falutis f 
Te ducCj vera fequor ; te duce^ falfa nega. 

XIX. Mr. William Tyms, a young clergyman, in 
deacon's order?, syid curate of Hockley, was burn-. 
cd, in April, 1556. When he was firft feizcd and 
brought before Gardiner, the Popilh bilhop of 
Winchefter, h? was very meanly dreffed (fuch ^ere 

(«) Ibid, p, p^^ (?r) Jbid, p. 5x4, 
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tiie diftreffes of God's people, at that time of 
trouble, rebuke, and blafphemy) : he went not to 
the bilhop, fays Mr. Fox, in a gown, but in a coat ; 
and his ftockings were of two colours. Gardiner 
infulted him on the poornefs of his habit : *' Sarrah, 
arc you a deacon ? You are not apparelled like 
one/* Mr. Tyms with great fmartnefs replied. My 
lord, your own drefs is no more like that of the 
apoftles, than mine is like a deacon's* 

This gentlemant*s agreement with the Proteftant 
Church of England, in the points which relate to 
grace, may be coUefted from the following paffages^ 
Writing to a penitent backflider, he lays, " Since I 
heard of your earneft repentance, I have very much 
rgoiced, and praifed Almighty God for his mercy 
fliewed to you, in that he has not left you to your* 
felf, but, fince your denial, hath (hewed his mercy 
on you, by looking back upon you, as he did on 
Peter, and fo caufed you to repent : — Whereas, if 
God had left you to yourfelf, you had run forward^ 
from one evil to another (0)." In the fame letter, 
fpeaking of fuch falfe, nominc^l Proteftants, as had 
folien back into a prpfeflion of Popery, he obferves 
that fuch would perilb, *' Except they do repent 
and amend : which grace, that they may fo do, I 
befeech the eternal God, for his Chrift's.fake, if 
it be his good will, to give them in his good 
time {p)r 

He juftly afcribes the '^ perception'* and " feel- 
ing" of " grace and peace" in the " heart," to ** the 
mighty working of the Holy Ghoft the comfort- 
er (j):" and fays, "I am furely certified of this, 
that he, who hath begun a good work in you, fhatt 
go forth with it [i, e. go through with it, maintain 
and complete it] 'till the day of Jefus Chrift (r)." 
Adding : '* The God of all grace, who called you 
tp his eternal gloiy by Chrift Jefus, (ball, his own 

^) IbWf jn 574f W K>M, (^) Ibid. p. J75. (r) Ibid. p. KnG. 
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felf, after you have fuffered a little affliftion, mako 
you perfe(%; (hall fettle, ftrengthen, and ftablilh 
you/' 

XX. XXI. and XXIL Three perfons were burned 
at Beckles, in Suffolk, May ax, 1556. Their 
names were Thomas Spicer, John Denny, and £d<* 
mund Poole. One of the articles, for which they 
were condemned to death, ran in thefe words: 
♦* Item, They affirmed no mortal man to have^in 
himfelf free-will to do good or evil (j).'* 

XXII . — LVL The hiftorian mentions 34 per* 
fons befide, who were perfecuted and ex{)eUed ucnn 
the towns of Winilon and Mendleiham, in Suffolk, 
in the fame month of May, 1556. Thefe, tho* it 
does not appear that they were all eventuayEhr 
brought to the ftake, yet deferve to be ranked with 
thofe that were : inafmuch as they fuffered greatly, 
for the fame bleffed caufe. Among the reatons af* 
igned by the martyrolo^ft, for the hard cif^ee o£ 
thefe excellent people, is the following: ^Fifthly, 
Thcy^ denied man's free-will, and held that the 
Pope's church did err : — rebuking their [i. e. the 
Papifts] fisdfe confidence in works, and tli^ir falfe 
trufl in man's righteoufnefs. Alfo, when any re- 
buked thofe perfecuted, for going fo openly, and 
talkii^fo freely; their anfwer was, they acknow- 
ledged, confefled, and believe4, and therefore muft 
^ak: and that their tribulation was God's good 
will and providence,— —and that, of very faithful* 
n^s and mercy, God had caufed them to be 
troubled ; fo that not one hair of their heads fhould 
perifh before the time, but all things fhould work 
unto the befl to them that love God : And, that 
Chrifl Jefus was their life and only righteoufnefs ; 
and that, only by faith in him, and for his fake, all 
good things were freely given them ; alfo forgivenefs 
of fins, and life everlafbng. Many of thefe perfe* 

(/} Ibid. p. |90t 
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cuted were of great fubftance, and had pofleflioM 

of their own (/)." 

Now, I would a(k of Mr. Wefley and Co. i . Were 
not tliefe good old Church-of*England-peoplc, Cal- 
vinUb ? 1. Can the Church of Rome be, with any 
flicw of reafon,' or with any (hadow of truth, con^ 
"dered as well-afFefted to Calvinifm ; feeing one 
grand motive, why (he perfecuted the primitive Pro- 
teftants, was, becaufe they held the Calviniftic 
dodrines? 3. Muft it not be the very effence of 
ihnder and falfhood, to objeft againft thofe doc- 
trines as produftive of practical remiffnefs : when 
the perfons, who maintained them with the greatefl: 
zeal, took joyfully the fpoiling of their goods, relin- 
quiflied their worldly pofleffions, rather than diffem- 
ble aay part of their faith, and went even to prifon 
andrto death for the fake of thofe very principles ? 
If any man ferioufly fuppofes, that Calvinifm relaxes 
the finews of evangelical or moral duty, let him 
only confidcr the hoKnefs, the honefty, and the 
heroiim, of thofe Calviniftic faints, whofe fuficrings 
and deaths redden the Proteftant Calendar, and 
who refifted even unto blood, ftriving againft fin. 

LYII. — LXX. Eleven men, and two women, 
were burned, in one fire, at Stratford le Bow, near 
London, June 27, 1556. It Ihould feem, that they 
had temporized, or at leaft concealed their faith, 
for fome time after the return of Popery under ' 
queen Mary. My chief reafon, for this fuppofition, 
is, becaufe their own words appear to imply fome- 
thing of this kind. They fpeak, as perfons who had 
once let go the profeffion (though not the poffeflion) 
of grace: and afcribe their recovery, not to their 
own free-wills, but to the unfailing faithfulnefs of 
God*s unchangeable fpirit. " Although," faid they, 
in their united declaration, " we have erred for a 
certain time, yet the root of faith was preferved in 

(/) Ibid* p. 59o> 591. 
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VAy by the Holy Ghoil, who hath retbiced us int^ 
a foil certainty of the fame («)." 

LXXL Mr. John Carclefs, of Coventry, bore a 
glorious atteftation to the doftrines of the Church 
<^ England* Though he died in the King's-benck 
Prifon, and fo, as Mr. Fox obferves, ** came not to the 
full martyrdom of his body 5 yet is he no lefs wor^^ 
thy to be counted in honour and. place of Chrift*s 
martyrs, as well for that he was, for the Cime truth's 
fake, a long while imprifoned, as alfo for his willing 
mind and zealous affedion which he had to martyr* 
dom, if the Lord had fo determined (ze;)." 

What this eminent fervant of God believed, and 
delivered, concerning predeftination, will appear 
from fome remarkable paiTages, which paffed at his 
examination before Dr. Martin, the Popifh com- 
miffary. The conuniflary having told Mr. Carelefs^ 
that he had authority to queftion him on any articles 
of faith whatever ; Carelefs anfwered, 

" Then let your fcribe fet his pen to the paper : 
and you fhall have it roundly, even as the truth is« 
I believe, tha,t Almighty God,. our moft dear, loving 
Father, of his great mercy and infinite goodnefs, did 
cleft in Chrift. 

" The Popifti Doftor. Tu(h, what need all that 
long circumftance ? Write, I believe God elefted : 
and make no more a-do. 

" Carelefs. No, not fo, Mr. Doftor. It is an 
hi^ myftery, and ought reverendly to be fpoken of* 
And, if my words may not be written as I do utter 
them, I will not fpeak at all. 

" Popilh Doftor. Go to, go to : write what he 
will. Here is more bufinefs than needeth. 

" Carelefs. I believe, that Almighty God, our 
moft dear, loving Father, of his great mercy and in- 
finite goodnefs (through Jefus Chrift), did eleft and 
appoint, in him, before the foundation of the earth 

(»} Ibid. p. 594» (w) Ibid. p. 598» 
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tfyas laid, a church or congregation ; which he doth 
continrially guide, and govern, by his grace and 
lioly fpirit ; lo that not one of them Ihall ever finally 
penfh [x)r 

The crafty, fleering Papift then afked Mr. Care- 
Icfs, ** Why, who will deny this ?" To which the 
honeft, unfufpeftbg prifoner made anfwer, ** If 
your mafterfhip do allow it, and other learned men 
when they fee it, I have my hearths defire/* 

** Popilh Doftor. It was told me alfo, that 
thou doft affirm, that Chrift did not die efFeftually 
for all men. 

** Carelefs. Whatfoever hath been told you, it 
15 not much material unto me. Let the tellers of 
fuch tales come before my face, and I trufl to make 
them anfwer. For indeed, I do believe, that Chrift 
did die efFeftually for all thofe that do effectually 
repent and believe ; and for no other (^ ).** 

** Popifh Doftor. Now, Sir, what is Trew*s faith 
of predeftination ? 

" Carelefs. Truly, I think, he doth believe as 
your mafterfhip and the reft of the clergy [i. e. the 
Popifh clergy] do believe of predeftination : that 
we be elefted, in refpeft of our good works ; and 
fo long elefted as we do them, and no longer (z).** 

Here obferve, i . That the Mr. Trew, now men- 
tioned, was a profeffing Proteftant ; and had, pro- 
bably, been a member of that fingle " Free-will 
congregation,'* fpoken of by Mr. Strype, and no- 
ticed by me in the firft Seftion of this treatife. 2. 
That thofe few free-willers (and they were, in that 
age, exceeding few indeed) who made profeffion 
(and *twas little more than mere profeffion) of Pro- 
teftantifm ; jdid not vary from the Church of Rome, 
but cordially chimed in with her, like two tallies, fo 
far as eleftion and its connefted articles were con- 
cerned. For, the upright Mr. Carelefs, whom 

{x) Bud, p, 59?, (j^) Ibid. p. 599* («) Ibid. 
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neither fear nor favour could bias from his integrity,' 
exprefsly declared, in the hearing and to the face of 
liis Popifh judge, that Mr. Trew, the free-wilier 
(who held a changeable eleftion grounded on works) 
4id therein exadly agree with the {aid Popilh judge, 
and the reft of the Ronxifh clergy. From whence^ 
iky I, Mr. John Welley, Mr. Wat Sellon, and romc 
others of tlxat kidney, whom I could name, may fee, 
to what party they belong. And althoiigh the faid 
Meilieurs may not deem it altogether prudent, and 
convenient, to own their relationlhip to the laid Po- 
pith party ; yet, as many of mankind, as have unprc*- 
ludiced eyes wherewith to fee, and diftinguifhing 
neads wherewith tO'Underftand, cannot poffibly fail to 
rank the Meflieurs aforefaid with the party afore* 
inentioned. 

A few concife extracts, from fome of Mr. Care* 
lefs's letters, (hall ^ve farther demonftration of that 
li^ht and grace which God had beftowed on this ad* 
mirable man. 

I. To Mr. John Bradford. 

" John Bradford, thou man fo fpecially beloved 
^ of God, his Angularly beloved and eleft child j I 
pronounce and teftify unto thee, in the word and 
name of the Lord Jehovah, that — Chrift hath 
cleanfed thee with his blood, and doathed thee 
with his lighteoufnefs ; and hath made thee, in the 
fight of God his Father, without fpot or wrinkle : 
Co that, when the fire doth its appointed office, thou 
(halt be received, as a fweet burnt-facrifice, into 
Heaven ; where thou fhalt joyfully remain in God's 

{)refence for ever, as the true inheritor of his ever* 
afting kingdom, imto which thou waft undoubtedly 
predeftinate and ordained by the Lord*s infallible 
purpofe and decree, before the foxmdation of the 
world was laid (tf).'* 

[ {a) Ibid, p»6ou 
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a. ** To my moft dear and faithful brethren in 
Ne^s^tc, condemned to die for the teftimony of 
God's cvcrlafting truth. 

«* The cverlafting peace of God, in Jefus Chrift ; 
the contimaal joy, ftrength, and comfort of his moft 
piure^ holy, and mighty fpirit ; with the increale of 
fiutfa, and lively feeling of his eternal mercy ; be 
with you, my moft dear and faithful loving brother 
Tyms, and with all the reft of my dear hearts in the 
Lord, your faithful fellow-foldiers, and moft con*- 
ftant companions in bonds. Thy will, O Lord, be 
eflfediually fulfilled ! for it is only good, and turneth 
all things to the beft for fuch as thou, in thy mercy^ 
haft chofen. He [i. e, Chrift] hath given you, for 
everlafting pofTeffion, all his holinefs, righteoufnefs, 
and juftification : yea, and the Holy Ghoft into 
your hearts, wherewith ye are furely fealed to the 
day of redemption, to certify you of your eternal 
cledion, and that ye are his true adopted fons (^).** 

3* ** To my dear and fiiithful brother, William 
Tyms, ptifoner in Newgate, 

*' Faithful is God, and true of his promifes, who 
hath laid, that he will never fufFer his chofen chil* 
dren to be tempted above their ftrength. Great 
caufe have you to be of good comforts I fee, in 
you, as lively a token of God*s everlafting love and 
£ivour in Jefus Chrift, as ever I perceived in any 
man. Chrift is ^ made unto us holinefs, righteouf- 
aefs, and juftification. He hath cloathed us with 
oil his merits, merges, and moft fweet fufierings ; 
and hath taken to him all our mifery, wretchednefs, 
fin, and infirmity. So that if any [i. e. any of 
God's chofen children] fhould now be condemned 
for the fame, it muft needs be Jefus Chrift, who 
hath taken them upon him. But indeed he hath 
made fatisfadion tor them to the uttermoft jot.— ' 
So that> for his fiike, they fhall never be imputed 

(b) Ibid» p. 6oj» 6oj« 

to 
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to us, if they were a thoufand times 10 many mor* 
as they be. 

" Satan's fiery darts can do you no harm, but 
lather do you good fervice : to caft you down under 
the mighty hand of God, that he may take you up 
by his only grace and power, and fo you may render 
lim all the glory by Jefus Chrift : which thing the 
enemy can in no wife abide : therefore he (hooteth 
off his other piece moll peftilent, to provoke you to 
put fome part of your truft and confidence in your- 
felf, and in your own holinefs and righteoufnefs j 
that you might, that way, rob God of his glory, 
and Chrift of the honour and dignity of his death. 
But, blefled be the Lord God, you have alfo a 
fall ftrong bulwark to beat back this peftifcrous 
pellet alfo : even the pure law of God, which 
proveth the beft of us all [to be] damnable finners 
m the fight of God, if he would enter into judgment 
with us accordmg to the feverity of the fame [i. e. 
according to the unabating feverity and perfection 
of his law] ; and that our beft works are polluted 
and defiled, in fuch fort as the prophet defcribeth 
. them : with which manner of fpeaking, our free- 
will pharifees are much offended : for it felleth all 
man*s righteoufnefs to the ground (I had like to have 
faid, to the bottom of hell) ; and extoUeth only the 
righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift, which is allowed be- 
fore God, and is freely given to aU thofe that firmly 
believe; as bleffed be God, you do. (God) com- 
fort, *ftrengthen, and defend you, with his grace 
and mighty operation of his holy fpirit, as he hath 
hithfcrto done : that you, having a moft ^orious 
victory over the fubtile ferpent and all his wicked 
feed, may alfo receive the crown of glory and im- 
mortality, prepared for you before the foundations 
of the world were laid, and is fo furely kept for you 
ia the hands of him whofe promife is unfallible, that 

the 
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tlife devil, fin, death, or hell, (hall never be able to 
' deprive you of the fartie (r) ." 

4. To nly good Sifter, M. C* 

*« Though God, for a time, permit Sataii to take 
his plcaftire on me, as he did upon Job ; yet, I 
doubt not, but, in the end, all fhall turn to my 
profit, through the merits of our Lord and Saviour 
Jcfus Chrift. To whofe moft merciful defence I 
commit you, dear fitter, with all the reft of the 
Lord's elea(i);' 

.5.^ To my dear Brother, T. V* 

** If his [i. e. if God's] love towards you ftood 
in the rcfpeft of your own merit and worthinefs, 
you might well mourn, lament, and complain : yea, 
you had good caufe to doilbt, fear, and miftruft. But 
feeing he loveth you only for and in Jefus Chrift, 
who is your whole righteoufnefs and redemption ; 
baniih from you all fear, miftruft, and infidelity. 
And know, that, as long as Chrift doth continue 
God's Son, fo long muft the love of the Father con- 
tinue towards you immutable, and his good will 
unchangeable, and cannot be altered through any of 
your infirmities (^)." 

6. " To my dear Brother, Henry Adlington, 
« prifoner in the Lollard's Tower* 

*^ This prefent day, I received a letter from you ; 
at the reading whereof, my brethren and I were not 
a little comforted, to fee your confcience fo quieted 
in Chrift, and your continuance fo ftedfaft in him* 
Which things be the fpecial gifts of God : not 
given to every man, but to you his dear, darling 
cled and choien in Chrift. Blefled be God for you, 
and fuch as you be, who have played the part of 
wife builders. You havedi^ed down, paffed the 
fand of your own natural ftrength, and beneath the 
earth or your own worldly wifdom : and are now 
come to the hard ftone and immoveable rock. 



(c) IbicU p. (of« (^} Ibid* p. 60& (e) Ibid. 
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Chrill, who is your only keeper; and upon bhn 
alone have you buUded your faith, moft firmly, 
without doubting, miftruft, or wavering. Therefore 
neither the ftorms nor tempefts, winds nor weathers^ 
that Satan and all his wily workmen can brjng againft 
you, with the very gates of hell to help them, (hall 
ever be able once to move your houfe ; much lefs, 
to overthrow it : for the Lord God himfelf, and no 
man, is the builder thereof, and hath promifed to 
preferve and keep the fame forever (/)/* 
7. " To xny moft dear and faithful Brother, T, V. 

" The Lord thy God, in whom thou doft put att 
, thy truft ; for his dear Son*s fake, in whom thou 
doft alfo undoubtedly believe ; hath freely for^ven 
thee all thy fins, clearly releafed all thy iniquities, 
and fiiDy paidoned all thy dfences, be they never 
fo many, fo grievous, or fo great ; and will never 
remember theip any more, to condemnation. As 
truly as he liveth, he will not have thee die the 
death: but hath utterly determined, purpofed, and 
eternally decreed, that thou fha|t live with him for 
.ever. Thy fore fhall be healed, and thy wounds 
bound up, even of himfelf, for his own name^s fake. 
He doth not, nor will he, look upon thy fins, in 
thee; but he refpefteth and beholdeth thee in 
Chrift : into whpm thou art lively grafted by faith 
in his bloody and in whotn thou art moft afluredly 
eledted and chofen to be a fweet vcflel of his mercy 
and falvation, and waft thereto predeftinate in him^ 
befpre the foundation of the world was laid. In 
teftimony and earneft whereof, he hath given thee 
his good and holy fpirit^ who worketh in th^e faith, 
love, and unfeigned repentance, with other godly 
virtues, contrary to the corruption of thy natuire (p^).'* 
8. "To E. K. 

^ Forafmuch as Chrifl bath chofenrus out of tl)e 
world, to fenre Cod in fpmt mA yetity y let us Ije 

(/} Ibid, pt.,608, ^609. it) Old. p» 610U 

well 
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tfcfeU aflUred, the world will hate ils and peffecute us, 
.as it hatJi done our Lord and Mafter(i&)4" 
9* " To Mrs. A. G* 

" His glory, above all other things, we^ thlt are 
.his chofcn children, ought to (ctk j yea, even with 
the lofs of our own lives : being yet well affured, 
that the fame (hall not be fhortencd, one minute of 
an hour, before the time which God hath appointed* 
Cart:, therefore, dear'fifter, all your care upon the 
Lord, who careth for you. And mighty is his love 
and mercy towards you. With his grace he will 
defend you ; and with his holy fpirit will he ever- 
more guide ydu, wherewith he hath furely fealed 
you unto the day of redemption* He hath alfo 
given you the fame, in earned for the recovery of 
the purchafed poflcffion which he hath prepared fot 
you before the foundation of the world (i)." 
lo. To the faid Mrs* A. G. 

** Although the perilous days be come, whereof 
Chiift prophefied, >that if it were poflible, the very 
eled (hoiild be deceived ; yet let the true faithful 
Chrtftians rejoice and be glad, knowing that the 
Lord himfelt is their keeper, who will not fufter one 
hair t>f- their heads to pcrifli, without his Almighty 
good will and pleafure* Neither will he fufFer them 
to be further tempted, than he. will give them 
ftrength to bearj but will, in the midft of their 
. temptations, make a way for them to efcape out : fo 
good and gracious a God is he to all his chofen 
children. And though, fometimes, he do let his 
' i^led: fhimble and fall ; yet, no doubt, he will ralfe 
them up again ; to the further encreafe of their 
comfort, and to the fctting forth of his glory and 
piaifc(i).'* 

Mr. Carele& lay in prifon, on account of his 
religious principles, two whole years i firft, in Co- 
ventry jail ; apd, finally, in the King's Bench, Lon* 

ih) IbM* p. 6iu 0) Ibid. p. 6is« {k) Ibid. 

£ a don. 
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don. So ardent was his zeal for the reformed 
Church of England, that the fun-burnt hart does 
not long more intenfely after the waters of the brook > 
than this feraphic faint panted for the flames. Dy* 
ing, however, in the laft-mentioned prifoji, thb 
Papifts, difappointed of burning him, buried his 
remains in a dunghill (/). 

LXXII. 

(/) Great and exeinptajy was the Chnftian zeal, with which Mn 
Carelefs oppofed the tree-will men of that age. Some remarkable 
paffa^s, Irom Strype's Memorials of Craqmer. will both pro?e this» 
;and illuftrate the converfation (s^Iready related) which pafled. b^* 
tween Carelefs and his Popi(h examiner. Dr. Martin. 

*' Carelefs alfo had moch conference with thefe men^ [i. e» with 
the free-willers]. " Prifoners with him in the Kind's Bench ; of 
whofe contentioufnefs he complained in a letter to Philpot, These 
is extant an anfwer of Fhilpot to Carelefs, about them : whefe he 
writes, that he was forry to hear of the great trouble which thcfc 
fchifmatics did daily put him to ; that he Ihould commit the faccef» 
' of his labours (in rightly informine thefe men) to God j And not to 
ceafe, with charity, to do his endeavour in defence of the truth 
againd thefe arrogant, and felf- willed, blinded fcafterers ; that thefe 
feds were neceflary for the trial of our faith, and for the beautifying 
thereof; that he (hould (hew as much modefty and humility a^polfi- 
ble, and then, others, feeing his modeft coaverfations amoiig thefe 
contentious babblers, would glorify God in the truth of him, and 
the more abhor them ; that he (hould be content that Shimei^do rail 
at David, and cafl ftones awhile, &c." Such was arch-deacon Phil- 
pot's opinion of the free- will mongers : whom he tef med fchifmatics ; 
arrogant, felf- willed, blinded fcatterers, fed^s^ contentious babblers; 
and railing Shimcis, Yet did not the arch-deacon's zeal out-run his 
charity : for his letter concludes with a moil candid and pious ex- 
)iortation, in which he earneftly intreated the brethren ^ to kifs one 
another with the kifs of unfeigned love, and to take one another by 
the hand chearfully, and to (ay, let ns take up our cibfs together, 
and go to the Mount of Calvary »** 

Mr. Strype remarks, that all the terrova of the Popifh perfecutioa 
could not keep the free-will men within the bonds of peace and 
quietnefs. For, in 1956, Mr. Carelefs having '^ wrote aconfeflion 
of his faith, fome part whereof favoured aofblate predeftination 
againil free-will ; he fent it (fron> the King's Bench, where he lay) 
to the Proteftant prifoners in Newgate : whereanto [i. e. to which 
confeflion of faith] they generally fubfcribed; and particularl/ 
twelve, who were, a little l^fore, condemned to die. i|art [who 
was a noted preacher among the free^willers] haying gotten a copy 
of this [i« e. of Mr. Carelefs'Si prcdeftinarian^ cpmcfiOn* on the 
back*fidc thereof wrote his confeuioirin oppofiuon^thenimto. When 

'■ " they 
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■ :LXXII. Mrs. Joyce Lewis, genteely born and 
elegantly brought up, was martyred at Litchfield. 
A little before Ihe fu5ered, Ihe faid to fome friends 
who came to take leave of her, " When I enjoy the 
Ihinings of my Saviour*s countenance, the near view 
of death ceafes, in great meafure, to be terrible.'* 
Mr. Fox adds, that (he took occafion, at the 
feme time, to " reafon moft comfortably, out of 
God*s word, concerning God*s eledion and repro- 
bation (»«).'* Elarly in the morning of the day on 
which (he was executed, this excellent woman was 
tempted to doubt of her own eledion and redemp- 
tion. It fliould feem, that, for feveral hours, fhe 
walked in fpiritual darkne^, even darknefs which 
might be felt. Unbelief was permitted to fuggeft, 
how do I know that I was chofen to eternal life, 
and that Chrift died for me {n) ? Some religious 
perfons^ who were about her, perceiving her diftrefs, 
reminded her, " That her vocation and calling to 
the knowledge of God's word, w^as a manifeft token 
of God's love towards her : which might be farther 
inferred, from that love to God, that defire to 
pleafe him, and that defire to be juftified by Chrift, 
which die Holy Spirit had wrought in her heart. — 
By thefe, and like perfuafions, and efpecially by 
the comfortable promifes of Chrift alledged from 

ihcf in New^te had fubfcribed Carelefs's confeffion, tfiis Hart 
propoonded his unto them ; and he, with one Kemp and Oybfon, 
vrould have perfuaded them from the former to the latter, but pre- 
vaikd not. One Chamberlain alfo fanother free-will teacher] wrote 
agaioft it [againil Mr. Carelefs's confeflion]. 

•• This paper of Carelefs's confeffion, with the anfwer wrote on 
the back-iioe oy Hart» fellj by fome accident, into the hands of Dr« 
Martin, a ereat Papift ; who took oocafion, hence, to fcoflPat the pro« 
feflbrs of the Gofpe), becaufe of thefe divifions and various opinions 
amone them. But Careleis, before the faid Martin, difowned Hart, 
and laid, that he [viz. Hart] had feduced and beguiled many a 
fimple foul with his foal Pelagian opinions, both in the days of 

king Edward, and fince his departure." Strype's Memorials of 

Cj^maes, p. 3S'» SS^* 

(srj IbidL p. 704* (ff) Ibid, 
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6z The judgment ef our 

Scripture, the enemy fled, and flit was cemferted 
inChrift(o)." 

LXXIIJ, Mr, Ralph AUerton was burned at 
Iflington. This good man, quoting that paflage ifX 
the Pfalms, Though the righteous fall, &c. jvMf 
obferves upon it, " Whereby we perceive God*s* 
cledtion to be moft fure {/>)/* 
— LXXVI. With Mr, AUerton were executed threft 
others, viz. James Auftoo, and Margaret, his wife ; 
pnd Richard Roth, Of the two former Mr. ¥ox 
fays, that *^ they were as found in matters of faith, 
and anfwered as truly, as ever any did : efpcdally 
the wife j to whom the Lord had given the^ greater 
knowledge, and more fervency of fpirit.'* And that 
Mr, Roth was as ** found in matters of faith," as 
either of them ; is plain, from the aqfwer he return- 
ed to biftiop Bonner ; who alking him, ** what he 
thought of his fellow prifoner, Ralph AUerton ?" 
Roth replied, " J think him to bq one of the tied); 
children of God (y).*' 

LXXVII. Mr. John Rough, a minifter, who hacj 
been exercifed with feveral very remarkable provi-. 
dences ; at length fealed the truth with his death, in 
the latter end of 1557, Writing to fome religious 
friends, he thus exprefles the benevolence of his 
wifhes, and the purity of his faith : " The comfbrt 
of the Holy Ghoft make yoy able to give confolation 
to others, in thefe dangerous days, when Satan is let 
loofe, but to the trial only of the chofen, when 
it pleafeth our God to fift his wheat from the 
chaff (r)/* And, in another letter, a4dreired to his 
former congregation, and written two days before 
his martyrdom, he obferves, that " God hath in all 
ages tried his eleft (j)/* 

L^XXVIII. The celebrated Mr. Cuthbert Sympr 
fan, wiio i|nderw(?nt fuch variety of torments fq 

h) Ibid. p. 709, (/) Ibid, p, 710. (f) Ibid. p. 712, 
^r} Ibid, p, 72^ (/) JWd, ^. 7ISf 

meekly, 
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meekly, that Bonner himfelf pronounced him the 
moft patient prifoner he ever dealt with 5 and who 
at laft ended his holy Ufe in the flames, A. D. 1558; 
has tranimitted, to pofterity, that grand axiom, 
dirou^.the unfeigned belief of which, he was en- 
vied, without murmxiring, to <* (land as a beaten 
anvil to the ftroke.** And what* axiom was it? 
That in which the rays of Calvinifm are concentred, 
and cantrad:ed to a point. Read it in the martyr's 
Cfwn words : ^ There is nothing that cometh unto us 
by chance or fortune ; but by our heavenly Father's 
providence (/)/' 

I may truly fay, with the apoftle, time would fail 
me to tell of that " noble army of martyrs/* and of 
fufFering confeflbrs, who, through faith, quenched 
the violence of fire, and out of weaknefs were made 
ftrong: who were tortured, not accepting deliver- 
ance ; that they might obtain a better refurredion. 
And others had trial of cruel mockings, and fcourg- 
ings ; yea, moreover, of bonds and imprifonment : 
being deftitute, afflided, tormented. A competencv 
of witnefles has been produced, fufficient to fliew, 
that our Proteftant martyrs were dodrinal Calrinifts.. 
I cannot help repeating an obfervation already made, 
viz. that I am widely miftaken indeed, if the gen- 
tlemen on the Arminian fide of the queftion are able 
to bring a fingle inftance of any one Pelagian, or 
firce-will-man, who laid down his life in defence of 
the reformation, during the whole reign of queen 
Mary. I can at leaft (ay, that I, for my part, have 
not hitherto met with any fuch example. If Mr. 
Wefley, or Mr. any-body elfe, can point out lb 
much as one ; it will, as before noted, be for the 
honour of Pelagianifin, to let the world know it, 

I have dwelt, perhaps, too long, already, on the 
fubjeft now in hand. Yet, I cannot difmifs thofe 
eminent worthies, whofe teftimonies adorn this 

(/) Ibid. p. 7x8« 

E 4 Seftion, 
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Seftion, without adding four more to the number. 
The reader will not wonder at my introducing them, 
when he perceives the celebrated names of Mr. John 
Bradford, chaplain to biftiop Ridley, and preben- 
dary of St, PauPs, London ; Mr, John Philpot, 
arch-deacon of Wincheftcr j Mr. Richard Wood- 
man, and Mr. John Clement; which two laft, 
though not in orders, were men famous in their ge- 
neration, men of jenown, for holinefs of conver- 
fation, livelinefs of grace, and cleamefs of evangelic 
<;al light. Thw atteftations fh^U occupy the Sec^on. 
that roliows, 



SECTION XVIL 

Th0 Judgment of the Martyrs cmchded. 

MR. John Bradford was one of the mpft valuable 
inen that ever adorned God*s vifible Church 
below, The impartial and judicious Mr. Strype 
ftyles him, one of the ** foyr prirrie pillars of the 
reformed Church of England («) ;" and adds, that 
he was a perfon <^ of great learning, elcjcution, fweet- 
nefs of tcnipcr, and profoundoefs of devotion to-e 
wards God, Of whofc wprth, the Papifts themfelvea 
were fo feniSble, that they took mpre pains to bring 
hi^i off from the profeflion of religion, than any 
other. Byt he, knowing the truth and goodnefs of 
his caufe, remained ftedfaft and imoxoveable. While 
he was in prifon, he fpent his ti^^e in preaching 
twice every Si^nd^iy, in writing many letters and 

{u) *' Bnidfoid apd Latimer, Cranmcr and B^idley^ four primQ 
pillars of the reformed Charch of ^nglaad i whoin this bloody yeat 
1 1 555] cxc?^te4 ia the games." 

$crype*t EodeC Mem, vol. ill. p. 354, 
difcoyrlesa, 
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difcourfes, praying, reading, conferring, diiputing: 
ileeping but four hours in the night (w) ." 

It had been at the importunate inflieation of Mar- 
tin Bucer, that Mr, Bradford entered into holy or-, 
ders. On Bucer's expreffing his earneft defire of 
feeing him in the miniftiy, Bradford declined the 
propofal; from a fuppolition, that Ke had not fuffi- 
cjcnt talents, to fpeak in the name of God. Bucer's 
aniwer was memorable : If you cannot feed the people 
with fine manchet, feed them with fuch barley-l^read 
a5 God may give you. In the end, Bucer's expoftula- 
tjons prevailed : and Mr. Bradfor<l received both 
his ordination and his preferments from the apoftolic 
biflbop Ridley. The brighteft abiliries are ufually 
rooted in felf-diffidence. Mr. Bradford's powers, 
33 an orator ; and the bleffing, with which his la- 
bours were attended, as a miriifter of Chrift; were 
equal to the fear and trembling, with wljich he en- . 
tered on the arduous employ. Of h:s ufefulnefs in 
lung Edward's reign, bilhop Ridley wrote as fel- 
lows : " He [i. e. Bradford] is a man by whom, as ■ 
I am affuredly informed, God hath aad doth work 
wonders, in fetting forth his word." And, on ano- 
ther occafion, Ridley faid, of Bradfad, " In my 
confcience I judge hini more worthy to be a bifhop, 
than many of us, that are bifliops already, are of 
being parifh priefts {x).'* • But his coiirfe, tho* il- 
luftnpus, was ftiort. Queen Mary made him pafs 
through the fire to Heaven, in June, 1555 (^). — 
, Let 

(w) Strype^ Ibid. p. 230. {x) Strype*s Life of Grindal, p# %* 
\y) At toe f^me (lake with Mr. £ra{lfbr4» was buroed ooe Johm . 
L^» a tallow-chandler's apprentice, not twenty yean of age« 
This eledt jrouth had been converted in king Edward^s^fdgn^ nndec 
the miniftry of Mr. Rogers, the proto-marty r oi the OWrcli of Eng- 
land. Daring Leaf's imprifonment for the gcfpel, OM Bonner 
lent him two papers, viz. 9 recantation of ProieHahfifm, which if 
he woald lign, hit life was to be fpared : and a fummary of tbo 
Froteftant confeffion, by the figning of whidr/litf doom wa? to be' 
f pally i&xed. The young martyr, on this alternative being oflered 
kiiPi ibiblntcly itfolbd to have any thing to do widitbe recantatioiu 

Npr 
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Let tis now fee, whether this " prime pillar of tht 
Church of England** wa»> or was not, a Calvinift. 

On his firft appearance before Gardiner, the Po- 
jjilh bifhop of Winchcfter, we arc informed, that 
Gardiner •♦began a long procefs, conceding th^ 
felfe doftrine wherewith the people were deceived in 
the days of king Edward: and lo turned the end of 
his talk to Bradtord j faying, how fayeftthou ? Brad- 
ford anfwered, my lord, the doftrine taught in king 
Edward's days wis God's pure religion : the which 
afe I then believed, fo do I now more believe it 
than evet I did. And therein I am more confirm* 
cd, and ready to declare it, by God's gface, even 
as he will, to the world, than I was when I firft came 
into prifon (z)/* This declaration, alone, might 
ikSce to convince any perfon, who is acquainted 
with the religious hiftory of Edward VFs reign, 
that Bradford was, to all intents and purpofes, a 
doftrinal Calvliift, If more particular proofs be 
itquired» take the following, as a fpecimen of the 
reft, 

1. In a letter to Mrs. Warcvp, and others of his 
evangelical friends, this eminent predeftinarian thus 
writes : " The fouls under the altar look for us to 
fill up their number. Happy are we, if God have 
lb appointed us. Howfoever it be, dearly beloved, 
caft Vourfelvcs wholly upon the Lord ; with whom , 
dl tne hairs of your head are numbered, fo that not 
one of them (hall perifti. Will we, nill we, we muft 
drink God's cup, if he have appointed it for 
us {^a)r 

Not being aUe to write, lie pricked his hand whti a pin; amd* 
fpriaUing die Ftoteftint coniefltoo of faith with his blood» oidered 
BOwmA dMflimer to ihcw it hia inafter» as a proof of his deter* 
adaed cefoMoa to laj down his life tot the tii]th.*--What an in* . 
ftaaceafhMieiHMrit^ Hoar vnKke that worldly, that luke-warm 
ipifit of feGgiooi kdifiifeiice, which now feeaa to ba?e kdd Pro- 
ieflanta of evcrr dcfMuoation aflcep. 

(s) foxli AAs aod (tfoiu foL iii* p. )36> 

(«)Ibid.p.a<k ... 

■^ . ^ a. "to 
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2, ** To Sir James Hales, Knight. 

•* The children of God think, oftentimes, thai? 
God hath forgotten them : and therefore they ciy. 
Hide not thy face from me; leave me not, O Lord. 
Whereas in very truth, it is not fo, but to their pre- 
fent fenfe. And therefore David faid, I faid in myf 
agony, I was clean caft away from thy face. . But 
Was it fo ? Nay, verily. Read his Pfalms, and yotf 
ihall fee. So writeth he alfo, in other places, very 
often ; efpecially, in the perfon of Chrift : as when 
he faith, My God, my God, why haft thou forfakenc 
me ? Where [i. e. Whereas] indeed God had not? 
kft him ; btit that it was fo to his fenfe : and that 
tfiis Fialm telleth us full well. — The fame we read, 
in the prophet Efay, chap. xl. where he reproveth: 
Ifracl laying, God hath forgot ten them: fear not, &c, 
For a little while I have forgotten thee, but with 
gi5eat compaffion will I gather thee. For a moment; 
in mine anger, I hid my face from thee, for a little 
feafon-: but in everlafting meity have I had com- 
paffion on thee, faith the Lord thy Redeemer. For 
this is unto me as the waters of Noah : for as I havfe 
fworn, that the waters of Noah (hould no more gd 
over the earth ; fo have I fworn, that I would rtoti 
be angry with thee, nor rebuke thee. For, iHai 
mountains (hall remove, and hills fall down : but 
ftiy mercy fhall not depart from thee, neither fhall 
the covenant of my peace fall away* faith the Lord 
that hath compaffion on thee. -^i^-- Be certain, bo 
certain, good matter Hales, that 'all the hairs of 
your head your dear Father hath numbered. Your 
name is written in the book of life. Thercfora 
upon God calt all your care, who will comfort you 
with his eternal confolations (^)." 

3. " To Mrs. M. H. a godly gentlewonian^ 
fpmforting her in that common heavinefs and godly 

(5) Ibid, p, 169, 270. 

forro% 



forrow, which the feeling and fenfe of fin worketh 
in Gcxi's children. 

'* As Satan laboureth to loofen our iaith, fo muft 
ivc labour to fatten it, by thinkii^ on the promifey 
and covenant of God in Chrift's blood : namely, 
that God is our God, with all that ever he hath. 
Which covenant dependeth and hai^eth on God*s 
own goodnefs, mercy, and truth, only ; and not on 
our obedience, or worthinefs, in any point : for then 
ihould we never be certain. Indeed, God requir- 
eth of us obedience, and {c) worthinefs : but * not 
that thereby we mi^ht be his children, and he our 
Father; but becaufe he is our Father and we his 
children through his own goodnefs in Chrift^ there* 
fore requireth he faith and obedience. Now, if we 
want this obedience and worthinefs which he re- 
quireth, ftiould we doubt whether he be our Fa- 
ther? Nay. TJiat were to make our obedience and 
worthinefs the caufe, and fo put Chrift out of place, 
for whofe fake God is our Father. But rather, be- 
caufe he is our Father, and we feel ourfelves to want 
fuch things as he requireth, we (hould be ttirred 
up to a fhamefacednefs and blufhing, becaufe we 
are not as we Ihould be. And thereupon fhould 
we take occafion to go to our Father, in prayer, on 
this manner : Deg,r Father, thou, of thy own mercy 
in Jefus Chrift, haft chofen me to be thy child : and 
therefore thou wouldftthat I Ihould be brought 
into thy cliurch and faithful Company of thy child- 
ren, wherein thou haft kept me hitherto ; thy name 
therefore be praifed. Now, I fee myfelf to want 
faith, hope, love, &c. which thy children have> and 

(r) The word worthinefs* here ufed by Mr. Bradford* does not* 
in thji eonnediion* figsify merit* or defert; but a fuiublenefs of 
m^ee* becoming o^ correfpondent to* and fuch as may be ex- 
BeAed to follow upon, a profeffion of converfion. And* in thia 
Knfe, the word ver)r freouently occurs in our old writers. Juft as 
^e adjeftives A{i^ and Dignos are often ufed by writers more an- 
tient ftilL 

thou 
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thou requireft of me. Wherethrough the Devil 
would have me to doubt, yea, utterly to defpair of 
thy Fatherly goodnefs, favour, and mercy. There- 
fore I come to thee, as to my merciful Fathec^ 
through thy dear Son Jefus Chrift: and pray, thee 
to help me, good Lord. Help me, and give me faiths 
hope, love, &c. and grant that thy Holy Spirif may 
•be tvith me forever, and more and more, to aflure me 
•that thou art my Father ; that this merciful covenant 
(which thou madefl with me, in refpeft of thy grace, 
in Chrifl and for Chrift, and not in refpeft of any 
my worthinefe) is always to me. - On this fort, I fay, 
you muft pray, and ufe your co^tations, wheh 
Satan would have you to doubt of your falvation. 

** Might not [God] have made you blind, dea^ 
lame, firantic, &c.? Might he not have made you % 
Jew, a Turk, a Papift, &c.? And why hath he not 
donefo? Verily, becaufe he loved you. And why 
did he love you ? What was there m you, to move 
him to love you ? Surely, nothing moved him to 
love you, and therefore to make you, and fo hitherto 
to keep you, but his own goodnefs in Chrift. Now 
then, in that his goodnefs in Chrift ftill remaineth as 
much as it was, that is, even as great as himfelf, 
for it cannot be leflened ; how fhould it be, but 
that he is your God and Father ? Believe this, be- 
lieve this, my good fifter : for God is no changeling. 
Them, .whom he loveth, he loveth to the end (rf)/' 

4. To another religious friend, who was in dark- 
nefs and diftrefs of foul, Mr. Bradford wrote as 
follows : " His [i. e. God*s] calling and gifts be 
fuch, that he can never repent him of them. When 
he loveth, he loveth to the end. None of his 
chofen can perilh. — If he had not chofen you (as, 
moft certainly, he hath), he would not have 
fo called you, he would not have fo juftifi- 
ed you, he would never have fo glorified you 

. {i) Ibid. p. 274jS72t 

with 
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iwith his gracious gifts : he would never have To ex- 
^rciied your faith with temptations, as he hath ,and 
doth, it he had not chofen you. If he hath chofcn 
you, as doubtlefs he hath, in Chrifl; then neither 
can you, nor ever fliall you, periih. li'or, if yo^ 
^1, he putteth under his hand : you fliall not lip 
•fkiU [in fin]. So careful isChrift vour keeper, ovqr 
'you. Never was mother fo mindral over her child, 
« he is over you. And hath not he always beep 

fo ? Think you God to be mutable ? Is he a 

'^hai^eling ? Doth not he love . to the end, them 
whom he loveth ? Are not his gifts and calling fuch, 
;that he cannot repent him of them ? for elie were 
he no God. If you (hould periih, then wanted he 
^power : for, I am certain, his wiill toward you is^ 
.not to be doubted of. Hath not the fpirit, which 
is the fpirit of truth, told you fo ; and will you now 
•hearken with Eve, to the lying fpirit, which would 
have you (not to defpair; no, he goeth more craf- 
tily to work: but) to doubt and {land in a mam- 
.mering ? And fo (liould you never truly love God, 
•but ferve him of a fervile fear, left he (ho\ild caft 
you off for your unworthinefs and unthankfulnefs : 
as though your thankfulnefs, or worthinefs, were 
any cauie with God, why he hath chofen you, or 
.will finally keep you ! — ^Your thankfulnefs and wor- 
thinefs are fruits and effedbs of your election : they 
are no caufes. — You have a (hepherd, who never 
flumbereth nor fleepeth. No man, nor Devil, can 
pull you out of his hands.— —Therefore, inafmuch 
as you are indeed the child of God, eled in Chrift 
.before the beginning of all times ; inafmuch as you 
are given into the cuftody of Chrill, as one of God*s 
moft precious jewels ; inafmuch as Chrift is faith- 
ful, and hitherto hath aU power, fo that you (hall 
never perifh ; I befeech you, I pray you, I defire 
you, I crave at yo\ir hands, with all my very heart, 
I afk of you with hand, pen, tongue, and mind, in 
Chrift, through Chrift^ for Chnft, for his name^ 

bloody 



ibc'JMariyrs concluded. yj 

l>Iood, mercies, power, and truths fake, that yo^ 
admit no doubting of God*s final mercies towards 
you, howfoever you feel yourfelf {€)J^ 

5. To Mr. John Hall, and his wife ; prifoners i^l 
Newgate for the gofpel. 

" He [i. e. your heavenly Father] hath brought 
you where ye be« And tho' your reafon and wi( 
will tell you it is by chance, or fortune, or otlier- 
wife ; yet know for certain, that whatfoever was the 
mean, God your Father was the worker here* 

6. To Mr« Richird Hopkins, Iheriff of Coven-- 
.try ; ai^d pnfoner in the Fleet, for the faithful and 
confiiint confefling of God's holy gofpel. 

^' The Apoftle faith, pot many noble, not many 
rich, not many wife in the world, hath the Lord 
God chofen. Oh then, what caufe have you to re« 
joice, that^ amongil the not many» he hath chofen 
you to be one (/) !" 

y. To my good fitter, Mrs. Eliz. Brown. 

** Patience and pcrfeverance be the proper notes, 
.whereby God's children are known from counter- 
feits. They, who perfevere not, were always but hy- 
jxxrrites. Many make godly beginnings ; yea, their 
progrefs feemeth marvellous : but, yet, after, in the 
jend they fail. Thcfe were never of us, faith St. 
John; for, if they had been of us, they would have 
,contin\ied to the very end (A)." 

8. " To a godly gentlewoman troubled and af- 
iii&ed by her friends, for not coming to mafs. 

" If your crofs be to me a comfort or token of 
your eledtion, and a confirmation of God's con^ 
tinual&vpur; how much more ought it to be fa 
.«nto you (i)?*' 

9. « This is the difference betwixt God's childreiij^ 
5viio lU'e regenerate, and eleft before all times ip 

(e) Ibid. p. 175. 174. (/) IWd. p. tTS. {g) ttW* P- *82. 
(^J Ibid. jH aBj. Wlbid*p.»85. 

Chnfti 



7t tkf Jiidgmefd (f ^ 

Chrift ; and the Wicked always^* that the eleft lie n<rt: 
ftill continually [i. e. finally] in their fin, as do th^ 
wicked ; but at length do return again, by reafoA 
of Godi's feed, which is in them, hid as a fpafrkle of 
fire in the alhes : as we may fee in Peter, David, 
Paul, Mary Magdakn, and others. For thefe, I 
mean God's c-hildren, God hath m*de all things iA 
Chrift Jefus, that they fhould be his inheritance 
and fpoufes (* V ^ ': r ■ / 

lo. " To certain of his friends, N. S. andR. C. 

** I believe, that man, made after the image of 
God, did fall from that bleffed ftiate, to the con- 
demnation of -himfelf and all ' his pofterity . I be- 
lieve, that Chrift, for man being' thus fallen^ did 
oppofe himfelf to the juftice of Ood^ a mediator : 
paying the ranfom and price of redemption for 
Adam, and his whole pofterity that refute it not 
finally (/)." — In the judgment, therefore, of Mr. 
Bradford, Chrift did not ranfom and redeem thofe 
of Adam's pofterity, who finally refiife the redemp- 
tion which he wrought : or, in other words, accord- 
ing to this divine, Chrift did not die for any who 
do not eventually believe in him for falvation : 
which is particular redemption, with a witnefs. 
Chrift, fays the above pars^raph, ** paid the price 
of redemption** for as many of Adam's whole pof- 
terity, as finally accept of it by faith : confequent- 
ly, for thofe who finjdly refufe it (and thefe, 'tis to 
be feared, are more than a few) the price of re- 
demption was not paid. And I (hould much won- 
der if it had : fince what good end would it have 
anfwercd ? — Mr. Bradford goes on : "I believe, 
that all who believe in Chrift, I fpeak of fuch as be 
of years of difcretion, are partakers of Chrift and all 
his tnerits. I believe, that faith, and to believe in 
Chrift (I fpeak not now of [that] feuth which men 
^bave by reafon of miracles, Johnii^n. Afts viii. 

(il) Ibid. p. 1189* (/) IK£*-p. 29U ' ^ ^ 

©r 
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tor by reafon of earthly commodity, Matth. xiii* 
Ciiftom^ ot atithority of man ; which is commonly 
feen 5 the hearts of them, that fo believe, being not 
right and fimple before God : but I fpeak of that 
faith^ which is indeed the true faith^ the juftifying 
and regenerating faith) I believe, I fay, that this 
faith and belief in Chrift is the work and gift of 
God ; given to none other than to thofe which be 
the children of God : that is, to thofe whom God 
the Father, before the beginning of the world, hath 
predeftinate in Chrift unto eternal life (/«)." — Mr. 
Bradford's reafoning ftands thus : Chrift died not 
for thofe who finally refiife his redemption ; but for 
thofe who are juftified and regenerated by faith in 
him : which juftifying and regenerating faith is the 
gift of God, given to thofe perfons only whom he 
predeftined to eternal life before the world began. 
Thus it appears, that there is nothing difcouraging, 
in the doftrines of eternal eleftion and particular 
redemption. Not in eleftion ; becaufe God gives 
faith to his people, as a token and pledge of their 
fure intereft in his covenant -favour : and as to thofe 
who may, at prefent, be feemingly deftitute of faith, 
we know not how foon God may give it them^ or 
ftir them up to feek it.— Neither does limited re- 
demption tend to the difcouragement of any who 
ferioufly defire to be faved in God's own way, i. e. 
in the Bible-way of faith, repentance, and new obe- 
dience : forafmuch as Chrift " paid the ranfom and 
price of redemption, for Adam's whole pofterity 
who do not finally refufe it." Thus fcripturally and 
' difcreetly does the adn;irable Mr. Bradford ftate and 
afiert thefe illuftrious do<5trines of the gofpel. 

Another remark of his, defei'ves well to be con- 
fidered: " For the certainty of this faith [i. e. of the 
juftifying. faith] fearch your hearts. If you have it, 
praile the Lords for you are happy, and therefore 

. (w) Ibid. 
Vox^ IL (5) F cannot 
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cannot finally peri{h : for then happinefs were not 
happinefs, if it could be loft. When you fall, the 
Lord will put under bis hand, that you ftiall not lie 
ftill. — Igut, if ye feel not this faith, then know, that 
predeflination is too high a matter for you to be 
difputers of, until you have been fcholars in the 
fchool-houfe of repentance and juftification; which 
is the grammar-fchool, wherein we muft be con- 
verfant and learned, before we go to the Unlverfity 
of God's moft holy predeftination and providence («)•, 
— Thus do I wade in predeftination : in fuch fort 
as God hath patefied and opened it. Tho', in God, 
it be the firft; yet, tons, it is the laft opened. 
And therefore I begin with creation, from thence I 
come to redemption, fo to juftification, and fo to 
eleftion. On this fort, I am fure that warily and 
wifely a man may walk in it eafily, by the light of 
God's fpirit, in and by his word; feeing this &uth 
not to be given to all men, 2 Thefi". iii. but to fuch 
as are born of God, predeftinate before the world 
was made, after [i. e. according to] the purpofe and 
good will of God. Which will we may not call in 
difputation, but, in trembling and fear, fubmit our- 
felves to it, as to that which can will none otherwife 
than that which is holy, right, and good, how faf 
foever otherwife it may feem to the judgment of 
reafon : which" [i. e. the jud^ent oi reafon, fo 
far as it oppofes the dodrine of predeftination,] 
« muft needs be beaten down to be more careful 
for God's glory, than for man's falvation, which 
hangeth only thereon, as all God's children full weU 
fee [o)r 

II. "To Sir Thomas Hall, and Father Traves,. 
of Blackley. 

" Chrift alone is our fall, fufficient Saviour ; for 
in him we be complete : beijoig made, through his 
death and one only oblation madk and offered by 

(») Ibid. p. ;i93. {^) IbM. 

lumfelf 
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!iimfclf lijidn the Crofs, the children of God, inA 
feildW-heir3 with him of the cdeftial kingdom, which 
is the free-gift of Gcki, and corheth not of merits, 
but of the mere grace of God.— He that is of 
God, heareth the' word of God : John viii. Will 
you have a more plain badge, whether you are the 
eledt child of God or no, than this ttxt (p) ?" 

12. Mr. Strype has preferved k valuable paper, 
entitled, John Bradford's Meditation of God's Pro- 
vkfence arid Prefence. Part of it runs thus : ** This 
Odght to be unto us moft certain, that nothing is 
come without thy providence^^ Lord : that is, that 
nothing is done, good or bad, fweet or four, but by 
Ay knowledge ; that is, by thy will, wifdom, and 
ordinance; for all thefe knowledge doth compre* 
hend in it. As, by the word, we arc taught, in 
many [daces, that even the lofs of a fparrow is not 
without thy. will; nor any liberty or power upon a 
itoof porket [i. e. fwine] have aU the Devils in Hell, 
out l^ thine oWn appomtment #and will. And we 
taift always believe it, moft affuredly, to be, all, 
juft and good, howfoever it may feem otherwife un- 
to us. For thou art marvellous, and not compre- 
henfible, in thy ways ; and holy, in all thy works. 
But hereunto it is neceflary for us to know, no lefs 
certainly, that, altho' all things be done by thy 
|)rovidence, yet the fame thy providence to have 
many and divers means to work by f which [means J 
being contemned, thy providence is contemned (y)/' 

Such ample atteftation did this faithful martyr, 
and " prime pillar" of the Church of England, 
bear to " The doftrine taught in king Edward^s 
days l"" 

A very remarkable and important confirmation of 
Mr, Bradford's zeal for dodrinal Calvinifm, asmain- 
touhed by the Cbufch of England, occurs in Strype's 

(/) Ibid. p. tg^0 

(f) Stiype 8 Ecclci^Mem. vol. iii. Append. No. 29. p. 82. 

F z Memorials ' '^^^::J! 
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Memorials of Cranmer, Book IIL chap. xi\r.— — A 
confirmation, which alfo involves additional proof 
of the Calvinifm of archbilbop Cranmer, bifhop 
Ridley, bifhop Latimer, bifhop Ferrar, Dr. Row- 
land Taylor, and Mr. Philpot, who (together with 
Bradford himfelf ) were, all, martyrs for the church. 

Strype acquaints us, under the year 1554, whea 
Papal perfecution began to wax warm, that, among 
fuch Proteilants as then filled the public prifons is 
London, there was a mixture of free-will men.: 
i. e. of men who " held free-will, tending to the 
derogation of God's grace j and refiifed the doctrine 
of abfolute predeflination, and ori ginai n" (Memor* 
of Cranm. p. 350). — The hiflorian adds, that thefe 
free-will prifoners, tho* men of firift lives, were 
** very hot in their opinions and difputations, and 
unquiet." Divers of them, it feemsj^ were confined 
** in the King's Bench^ where Bradford and many 
other gofpellers [i. e. Proteftants] were: many 
whereof, by their conferences, they [i. e. the free- 
will men] gained to their own perfuafion. Bradford 
had much difcourfe with them. The name of their 
chief man was Harry Hart, who had writ fomething 
in defence of his [free-will-] doftrine. Trew and 
Abingdon were teachers alfo among them : Kemp^ 
Gybfon, and Chamberlain, were others. They ran 
their notions as high as Pelagius did,^ and valued no 
learning; the writings and authorities of the learned 
they utterly receded and defpifed. 

" Bradford was apprehenfive^ that they might 
now do great harm in the church : and therefore, 
out of prifon, wrote a letter to Cranmer, Ridley^ 
and Latimer, the three chief heads of the reformed^ 
tho' oppreffed Church in England, to take fomc 
cognizance of this matter, and to confult with then^ 
in remedying it ; and with him joined bifliop Fer- 
rar, Rowland Taylor, and John Philpot." (Memon 
of Cranm. ut fupr^) 

The 
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The letter itfelf, fent on this occafion, is extant 
in the Appendix to the above * Memorials of Cran- 
mcr/ p. 195. No. Ixxxiii. 'Tis entitled, " Brad- 
ford to Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer, concern- 
ing the free-willers." The fuperfcription of it writ- 
ten by Bradford himfelf, ran thus : * To my dear 
Fathers, Doftor Cranmer, Dr. Ridley, Doftor La- 
timer; prifoners in Oxford, for the teftimony of 
the Lord Jefus, and his holy gofpel.' Part of the 
letter is as follows: ." Almighty God, our Heavenly 
Father, more and more kindle your hearts and af- 
fedioris with his love. — As for your parts, in that it 
is commonly thought, your ftaff ftandcth next the 
door" [i. e; you are among the firft \yho are to be 
burnt for Chrift], " Yee have the more caufe to re- 
joice and be glad, as they which (hal come to their 
fellowes under the altar. To the which fociety, 
God, with you, bring me alfo, in his mercy, when 

it (hal be his good plefure. Herewithal, I fend 

imto ybu a little treatife" [written in favour of pre- 
deftinationl, "which I have made, that you might 
perufe the Tame.— -Al the prifoners here about, in 
maner, have feen it, and read it : and as therein 
they aggre with me, nay rather with the truth ; fo 
they are ready, and will be, to fignify it, as they fhal 
fe you give them example.*' Good Mr. Bradford 
then obferves, that>his motive to writing this letter, 
arofe from the apprehenfions he entertained, of the 
*' Great evil, that is like hereafter to come to pof- 
terity, by thefe men,'' i. e. by the free-willers : add- 
ing, •* The which thing that I might the more oc- 
cafion you to perceive, I have fent you here a writ- 
ing of Harry Hart's own hand : whereby ye may 
fee, how Chrift's glory and grace is like to lofe much 
Kght, if your fheep quondam be not fomething holp* 
en by them that love God, and are able to prove 
that all good is to' be attributed only and wholly 
fo God*s grace and mercy in Chrift, without other 
refpeds of worthies than Chrift's merits." The 

F 3 Uol^j. 
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holy and judicious martyr next proceeds to give the 
following true an4 juft account of the free-wiilera^ 
** The effefts of falvation they fo mingle and con-i 
found with the caufe, that^ if it be not feen to, mpr^ 
hurt will come by them, thap ever came by the Pa- 

?ifts. — —In free-will, they are plain Papift^ j yea, 
. *elagians r and ye know, that modicwn fermenti M^atf* 
majfam corrumpit. They uttcriy contemn all Icarn^ 
ing. But hereof (ball this bringer" [i. e, IhaU the^ 
bearer of this letter] "fcew you more/' Thq 
whole concludes thus : " My brethren here witl| 
me have thought it their duty to figoify this nee4 
to be no lefs than I make it, to prevent th$ pUQt«h 
tipns which may take root by thefe i^ien, 
^* ypurs ia the Lord^ 

" Robert Fenrar, 

« John Bradford, 

^' Rowland Taylos^. 

" John PhUpot/' 

Such was Bradford's excellent letter againf^ thc^ 

free-will men, And what effeft had it on Cranmer^ 

Ridley, and Latimer? It filled thofe illuftriousmar^ 

tyrs with deep and folenm alarm, left the corrupt 

leaven of free-will, tho' little af the time (fpw Pro^ 

teftants, con^aratively, being infe<fted with it), 

might, as Bradford alfo feemed to fear, go on tq 

fpread its defilement, ** Upon this occafion," fays^ 

the hiftorian, ** Ridley wrote a Treatife on Qod'i 

Eleftion and Pred^Ilination, And Bradford wrote 

another upon the fame fubjeft, and fent it to thole 

three Fathers in Oxford foy their approbation ; an4 

their's" [i. e, the approbation of Cranmer^ Ridley, 

and Latimer] " being obtained, the reft of tjbo 

emipent divine^, \xi and .about London, were ready 

to figa it alfp," (Strype*? Mem, of Cranm. p, 

^^ J have'* add? Mr, Stiype, >Meen another let^ 
ter of Bradford, to certaiu of thofe mcp who were 
laid tP hpW tfee error pf th? Pela^aug and PapilU 

concern* 
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concerning man's frce-wiil :-^ — J-By wfiich letter, it 
appeoEed, that Bradford had often reforted to them 
and conferred with them ; and, at his own charge 
and hindrance, had done them ^ood. But, feeing 
their obftinacy and clamours agamft him, he forboi?e 
to come at them any more : but yet wrote letters td 
them, and fent them relief They told him, he wai 
a great flander to the word of God, in refpeft of his 
doftrine ; in that he believed and affirmed the fal- 
vation of God's children to be fo certain, that they 
(hoidd affuredly enjoy the fame : for, they faid, it 
hanged partly on our perfeverance to the end. 
Bnutford [by way of anfwer] faid, it [i. e. falvationj 
hung iMXDn God^s grice in Chriftj and not upon 
our perievetanGe, in ia.ny point : for then were grace 
nograces.'-^Tliey charged him, that he was not fo 
kind to them* as lie ought, in tlfe'diftribution of the 
charity-mosey ^whkh was then fent by well-difpofed 
perfons to the prifoncrs of Chrift, in which Brad- 
ford was the pupfe-bearer) ; but he aflUred them, 
he never defrauded them of the value of a penny i 
abd at that time fent them 13s. 4d. and, if they 
needed as much more, he promifed they (hould 
have it,** 

ThoVMr. Bradford broke the errors of tb? free* 
will men to pieces with the hammer of God's wcard : 
heyetobfervedallpoffible candour and meeknefs to- 
ward their perfons. " Let love/* faid he, " bear 
the bell away ; and let us pray one for another, and 
be careful one for another. — I have loved you in the 
Lord, my dear hearts ; tho* you hive taken it 
otherwife, without caufe by me given,— I have not". 
[1. e. he had not then] " fuffered any copy of my 
Treatife of Predeftination to go abroad, becaufe I 
would fupprefs all occafion, fo far as might be. I 
am going before you, to my God and your God, to 
my Father and your Father, to my Chrifl and your 
Chrift, to my home and your home.*' What a 
ftriking model, was this excellent man, of * ortho- 

F 4 . doxy 
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doxy and chanty united V — Mr. Strype obferves, 
that, *^ By Bradford's pains and diligence, he gained 
fome [i, e. fome of the free-willers] from their 
errors ; particularly, one Skelthorp : for whom, in a 
letter to Carfilefs,.he thanked God, who gave this 
man to fee the truth at length.*' Mem. of Cranm; 

I fhall now proceed to Mr. John Philpot, arch- 
deacon of Winchefter : to which he was collated by 
the , pious and difcerning Dr, Ponct, the firft.PrOr 
teftant bifhop of that fee, and a principle framer of 
that excellent catechifm mentioned in Seftion xiii. 

Mr. arch- deacon Philpot "was of a wqrfhipful 
houf^, a knight's. fon, bom in Hamplhire, brought 
up in New Coll^^ Ojrfbrd, where he ftudied the 
civil law for 6 or yyears, befides othe^; liber^ arts, 
and efpecially the languages, Ift wit he was preg-* 
n^nt and happy ; of a Angular courage ; in 4>irit, 
fervent; in religion, zealous (r)/* He fuffere4 
d^ath in Smithfield, December i5j 1$$$'^ 

At 

(r) Fox's Afts Se Mon. vol. ill. p. 4^9. — Mr. Stiype reoords two 
amufing incidents, relative to this Mr. Philpot. ** He was. the 
fon of Sr Peter Philpot, Knieht, nigh Winchefter; and was, in his 
youth, put to Wickbam CoUege ; where he profited in learning, 
iq well, that he laid a wager of twennr pence with John Harpsfield, 
thsit he y/oM m^ke two hundred verjes in one night, and not make 
above three faults in them. Mr. Thomas^uchyner, fchoolmaftcr, 
was judg€ : and adjudged the twenty pei^^ to Mr, Philpot.-' Strype's 
EccU Mem, iii. p. 263.^— «* Stephen [Gardiner], bifliop of win- 
ton, ever bore ill-will againft this godly gentleman [viz. againft Mr* 
philpot the martyr], and forbad him preaching, oftentimes, in king 
Henry's reign. But he [Philpot] coald not in confcience hide h\% 
talent under this Prince, and in fo Popilh a diocefe. At lad the 
bi(bop fent for certain juftices, who came to his houfe : and thei« 
calling Mr, Riilpot, rogue; [Philpot faid to the bifliop]. My lord, 
do you keep a privy femons in your own honfe for me, and call 
me rogue, whofb either is a Hnight, and may fpend a thoufand 
pounds within one mile of your nofer And he that can fpepd ten 
pounds by the year, as I can, I thank God, is no vagabond, 

" Bi(hop ot Winchefter* C^ thqn fpe^d ten pounds by thf 
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At Jiis examination,' before five Popifti prelates, 
and other doftors of the Romilh church ; Mr. Phil- 
pot defied them all to confute Calvin's inftitutions. 
** Which of you all," faid he, " is able to anfwer 
Calvin's inftitutions, who is minifter of Geneva (j)?" 
•To which one of the Papifts (Dr. Saverfon) replied, 
•• A godly minifter indeed ! of receipt of cut-purfes 
and runagate traitors. And of late, I can tell you, 
there is fuch contention fallen between him [mean- 
ing, Calvin] and his own feels, that he was fain to 
flee the town, about predeftination. I tell you 
truth : for I came by Geneva hither." To this, 
Philpot rejoined in thefe words : *' I am fure you 
blafpheme that godly man, and that godly church 
^riiere he is minifter. As it is your churches con- 
dition" [i. e. in flandering Calvin, you only follow 
the confbmt pradice of theRomifti church], "when 
you cannot anfwer men by learnii^, to opprefs them 
with blafohemies and falfe reports. For, in the 
inatter of predeftination, he [i.-e. Calvin] is in no 
other opinion than all the doftors of the church be, 
freeing [i. e. who agree] with the Scriptures (/)." 
Such was Mr. Philpot's judgment, of Calvin, and 
predeftination. And, indeed, where was then the 
Church of England-man who thought otherwife 
either of him or it ? 

On a fubfequent examination before the Popifli 
commiffioners; Ralph Bayne, biftiop of Coventry 
and Litchfield, told Mr. Philpot, that Chrift pro- 
phefied of Geneva, when he bid his difciples be- 
ware of falfe prophets. Take the biftiop's flirtation^ 

*• Philpot Alk Hcniy Francis^ your filler's fon.— -Hcnrjr 
Francis^ kneeling down, faid, I pray you, my lord, be a good lord 
to Mr. Philpot : for he is to me a good landlord. 

'' Bilhop of Wincbefter. What rent doft diou pay him ? 

" Francis. I pay him ten pounds by the year. 

" At this word, the biihop was afraid, and aihamed for making 
folouda lieaponagentlen)4n| aqd a learned gentleman." Stryi^, 

{$) Fox, vqU iii. p. 470, (/) Ibid. 

and 



and Phil{)Ot*s anfwer, in the words of each re* 
ipedively. 

*^ Bilhop of Gov. Your Church of Geneva, which 
ye [i. e. ye Proteftants] call the Catholic ChWch^ 
IS that which Chrift prophcfied of, 

" Philpot, J allow [i. e» I acknowledge and pro» 
fefs] the Church of Geneva, and the doArine of 
the fame : fpi it is Unsy Cathlicaf et Apojldica ; and 
doth foUow the dofhrine, which the apofUes did 
preach : and the dodrine» taught and preached in 
king Edward's days, was alio according to the 
fame («).'* Here is an arch-deacon of the Church 
of England, who laid down his life for her dodtrines, 
openly witneffing that the dodrinal fyftem of Calvin 
and Geneva was the fame which the apoftles preach* 
ed, and the fame which was taught and aflerted in 
the days of king Edward* And the arch-deacon 
well knew what he faid, and whereof he affirmed. 
For he had been, not only a clergyman, but a dig- 
nitary^ of our Proteftant Church, in the faid king 
Edward's days. He had, moreover, not only the 
ocular dcmonftration of Calvin's writings, to con- 
vince him how exaftly the dodrines of that reformer 
harmonized with the dod^rincs oi the Church of 
England ; but had likewife had auricular d^monftra-» 
tion of it, during his travels abroad. So that this 
martyr's peremptory atteftation to the .famenefs of 
the doftruie efUbliftied at Geneva, under Calvini; 
with the dodirine eftablilhed in England, under 
king Edward ; is fuch a proof of the Calvinifm of 
our Church, as all the piddling cavils of all the Ar*' 
minian methodifts in the three kingdoms will never 
be able io (hake. 

While the good ^rch-deacon lay in prifon, he 
wrote feveral ineftimable letters : and from which I 
fhall give the reader a few feledions. 

^«) Ibid. p. 49 ft 

X- " To 
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I. ** To Mr. John Carelefe, prifoner in the King's 
Bench. 

" God, by his fpirit, fettcth the fins of hb cleft 
ftill before them ; that where they perceived fin to 
iitbound, diere they might be aflured that grace fliaU 
fupet»abound : and bringeth them down unto Hell^ 
that he might lift them up with greater joy to Hea^ 
ven. The fpirit, which is in you, is mightier than 
all the adverfary's power. Tempt he [i. e. the ad- 
verfary] may 5 and, lying await at your heels, give 
you a fall, unawares : but* overcome he ftiall no^, 
yea, he cannot j for you are foaled up already, with 
4 lively fi^ith, to be the child of God for ever. And 
whom God hath once fealed for his owiii, him he ne- 
ver ytterly forfaketh. The juft faljeth ievcrt times : 
but he rifeth again. It is man*s frailty, to fall : but 
it is the property of the Devil's child, to lie ftill. — 
Who can lay any thing to the charge of God's eledt > 
Do yow pot perceive the manifeft tokens of your 
ele^ltion ? Firft, your vocation to the gofpel ; and, 
after your vocation, the manifeft gifts of the fpirit 
of God, given unto you above many others of your 
condition, with godlinefs, which believeth and yield- 
eth to the authority of the Scriptures, and is zealous, 
for the fajne, The peace of God be with you, my 
dear brother. I can write no more, for lack of light. 
And that I have written, 1 cannot read jiiyfelf ; and, 
God kwweth, it is written far uneafily. I pray God, 
you may pick out fome underftanding of my mind 
towards you. Written in a coal-houfe of darknefs> 
out of a pair of painful ftocks ; by thine own in 
Chrift, John Philpot(j(f).'' It was ufual for fome of 
the Proteftant preachers, before fentence of death 
was adtually palled, to be confined in bilhop Bon- 
ner's coal-houfe : where they fufFered every kind of 
inconvenience jind indignity. 

{x) Ibid, p. ifoz. 

2. « To 
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2. "To certain godly Brethren. 
" To continue out in well-doing, is the only pro- 
perty of the children of God'* f i. e. is the property of 
God's children only], " and mch as affuredlylhall 
be faved. He hath commanded his angek to keep 
us, that we Humble not at a ftone without his divine 
providence (^).^' 

3. "To Lady Vane. 
- " Blefled be they that mourn, for fuch fhall be 
comforted. God wipe away all tears from your 
pitiful eyes, and foixow from your merciful heart : 
that you may (as, doubtlefs, you (hall do fhortly) 
rejoice with his eleft for ever. — God pour his fpirit 
abundantly upon you : until you 'may come to fee 
the God of all' Gods, with his eleft; -in Siori (z)/^ 
4. " To the fame Lady. 
^* His eleft, and fuch as he loveth, will he punifh 
here, that they ftiould not be condemned hereafter 
with the world eternally. — Be thankful unto God, 
for his wondrous working in his chofen people (^)." 
The benevolent reader will not be difpleafed, to 
know, that the excellent perfon to whom the two 
laft mentioned letters were addrefied, and who was 
the common fupporter of God's afBid:ed witnefles,' 
during the whole reign of Mary, was referved by 
Providence, to out-live thole perfecuting times, and 
had the comfort of feeing the Church of England 
reftored by queen Ehzabeth. Mr. Fox's Abort ac- 
count of this eleft lady (as Mr. Philpot juftly term- 
ed her) will hardly be cenfured as a digreffion. 
•• This lady Vane was a fpecial nurfe of the godly 
faints, who were imprifoned in queen Mary's time. 
Unto whom divers letters I have, both of Mr. Phil- 
pot, Carelefs, Trahem, Thomas Rofe, and others : 
wherein they render moft grateful thanks for her ex- 
ceeding goodnefs towards them ; with their fingular 
commendation and teftimony alfo of her Chriftian 

) Ibid* p, ;o4« [z] Ibid, p« ;o6« {a) Ibid. p. p8^ (09. 

zeal 
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fi:eal towards God's afflifted prifoners, and to the 
verity of his Gofpel. She departed of late, at Hol- 
born" [now a part of London, thena viUage^near 
it, or at moft a fuburb] " Anno 1568, whofe end 
was more like fleep than death, fo quietly and meek- 
ly (he deceafed in the Lord (*)/* 

Mr. Strype informs us of the earneftnefs, with 
which arch-deacon Philpot oppofed an Arian of thofc 
times. On this occafion, Philpot wrote what he. 
calls an apology. It is extant in the Ecclefiaftical 
Memoirs (<:). Among other particulars, it contains 
the following : " Pray that God will give you the 
lyke zele to withftand the enemies of the Gofpel,— 
which go about to teach you any other dodryne than 
you have received in kynge Edward's days : in the 
which, praifed be God, all the fyncerity of the Gofpe! 
was reveled, accordynge to the pure ufe of the pri- 
mitive Churche, and as it is, at this prefent, of the 
trew Catholyck Churche, allowed through the worlde* 
Thes nejv heretyks are ful of blafphemous reports : 
fpreading the fame abroad, both by themfelfs, aiid 
by their adherents, againft the fincere profeflbrs of 
the Gofpel, that we make God the author of fynne ; 
and that we fay. Let men do what they will^ it is 
not material, yf they be predeftinate. And with 
this I, among other, am moft flaunderoufly chai^d 
and defamed by thes owtragious heretyks ; to whom 
I have gon abowte, to my power, to do good, as 
God is my witnes. But I have receved the .reward 
of a prophet at their hands (although I am not wor- 
thy to be cownted under that glorious name), which, 
is (hame, rebuke, (launder, and flaying of my good 
fame ;— only bycaufe I holde and affirme, being ma-' 
nifeftly inftrufted by God's word, that the eleft of 
God cannot finally periflh. Therefore they [i. e. 
the Arian free-willcrs] have pykod owt of their own 
malicious nailes the former part of thes blafphcmies : 

(h) Ibid, p, 274* (c) Vol. iii. Append. No. 48. p. HI—' n* 

and 



and becaufc, at another tyme, I did' rejft'cJW tlidll 
of their tcmerous and ra{h judgment, for con-* 
dcmnyi^ of mcnufyng thyngs indiffeitrttj a^ (hoot* 
ing, bowling, hawkyng, with fuch lyke ; pifovyng by 
the Scripture, that all men, in a temperancy, might 
ufe them in their dew tymes, and (howing honelt 
paftyme was no fynne : which thes contentious 
fchifmatyks do improve, whereupon they do malici* 
oufly defcant, as is before mentioned." 

Here let us obferve, i . That the Arians of that 
age were likewife free-willers : they not only denied 
the proper divinity of God the Son and God the 
Spirit, but alfo the predeftination of God the Father^ 
and the final perfcverance of his people. 2. Ki 
thefe Arians were free-willers ; fo^ it fhould feem, 
that none, who call themfelves Proteftants, were free** 
willers, but fuch as were Arians too. 3. Thefe free- 
will Arians were profeffed Diffenters from the refcwTn- 
cd Church of England. Hence, Mr. Philpot vindi- 
cates the Church from their malicious objeftions. 
Indeed, fuch men as thefe could be no other than 
Diflenters. They held what the Church denies, and 
denied what the Church affirms. The Church de- 
nies, to this day, that free-will has any power in 
Ipirituals : but thofe Arian Pelagians maintained the 
contrary. The Church aflerts abfolute predeftina- 
tion : but they denied that there is any luch thing. 
The Church holds a trinity of divine perfons : to 
which tliofe men faid. Nay. The Church affirms 
the ultimate perfeverance of the eledt : the above 
Arians would not allow of it at all. The Church 
declares, that no man upon earth is free from fin : 
but thofe very free-will Arians, againft whom arch- 
deacon Philpot difputes in the faid apology, main- 
'tained, that " men might be without fin, as well as 
Chrift(J).** The Church teaches her children to 
fay, Lord, have mercy upon us miferable finners : 

{d) Strypt'tEcclef.Mem^ fok iii. p* 26i, 
^ " but 
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but thefe identical Arian free-wiilers objefted agaihft 
that fuffrage ; for they faid, they were not miferable* 
nor would be accounted fo (<f)/* The Church ufes 
the Lord's Prayer : but the aforefaid free-will Arians 
*' were againft ufing the Lord's Prayer ; for it was 
needlefs, they faid, to pray, thy kingdom come, 
when God's kingdom was already come upon them. 
And alfo that petition, forgive us our trefpaffes : for 
they held they had no fin(/)." Query: Would 
not any body almoft imagine, that, in all the above 
iaelpe<9:s (the article, concerning the Trinity, alone 
excepted), thefe free-will Arians were defigned as 
types, figures, fore-runners, and prophetic images, 
of Meflrs- Wefley, Sellon, and their affociates? 
Never, furely, was there a ftronger likenefs, in all the 
features but one ! 4. The felf-fame flander againfl 
predeftination and perfeverance, which was raifed 
by thofe Arians, is (almoft in the felf-fame words) 
afiedgpd by the acrimonious Arminians laft mention- 
ed. The Arian llander, urged againft the " doc- 
trine received in king Edward's days," was. Let 
men do what they will, it is not material, if they be 
predeftinate." And what fays Mr. John Wefley? 
^ the cleft (hall be faved, do what they will." Be- 
hold, how brethren jump together? 5. Mr. Phil- 
pot, the martyred arch-deacon, was traduced, by 
the faid Aria,ns, as an Antinomian, becaufe he 
maintained that ** honeft paftime was no fynne,'^ 
if properly timed, and temperately indulged : fuch 
as " (hooting, bowlmg, hawking, and (uch like." 
6. Juftly, therefore, did that pious and learned 
niartyr brand the faid free-will Arian-perfedionifts 
(and, by the fame rule, juftly may their modern fuc- 
ceflbrs be branded) on account of " their temerari- 
ous and rafli judgment, for condemning men ufing; 
things indifferent," 

{e) Stiype. ibid. (/^ Strypc, ibid. 

So 
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So much iot the excellent Mr:' Philpot; who (hall 
now take his leave of the reader, with this fhort, but 
weighty obfervation : ** Such is the omnipotencye of 
owre God, that he can and doth make, to his eledt, 
four,, fweet, and mifery, felicity (^).'* 



Mr. Richard Woodman was burned, in one fire, 
with nine other martyrs, at Lewes, in Suffex, July 

22, 1557. 

His firft examination was before Dr. Chriftopher- 
fon, the Popifh biftiop of Chichefter, Some parti- 
culars, which pafled on that occafion, are worthy 
the reader*s attention. 

" Bilhop of Chichefter. Do you think that you 
have the fpirit of God ? 

" Mr. Woodman. I believe verily that I have. 

** Bifhop of Chichefter. You boaft more than 
ever Paul did, or any of the apoflies : which is 
great prefumption. 

" Mr. Woodman. I boaft not in myfelf, but in 

the gift of God, as Paul did. 1 can prove, by 

places enough, that Paul had the fpirit of God y as I 
myfelf, and all God's cleft, have. 

" Bifliop of Chichefter. How prove you that ? 

•* Mr. Woodman. No man can believe that 
Jefus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoft, i Cor. 
vii. I do believe that Jefus Chrift is my redeemer, 
and that I Ihall be faved from all my fins by his- 
death and bloodftiedding ; as Paul and all the 
apoftles did, and as all faithful people ought to do r 
which no man can do, without the fpirit of God. 
And as there is no damnation to them that are ia 
Chrift Jefus, fo is there no falvation to them that 
are not in Chrift: for he, that hath not the 
fpirit of Chrift, is none of his. We have received 
the fpirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father^ 

The 

{g) Stiypc, ibid. Append. ?• ls^^ 
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The {ame (pirit certifieth our fpirits, that we are 
the fons of God. Bcfides all this, he, that believeth 
in God, dwelleth in God, and God in him. So, it 
IS impoffible to believe in God, unlefs God dwell 
inns. 

" Dr. Story [another of the Popifh examiners.] 
Oh, my Lord, what an heretic is this fame ? Why 
tear you him ? Send him to prifon, to his fellows 
in the Marflialfea, and they Ihall be difpatched with- 
in thcfe twelve days. 

" Biftiop of Chich* Methinks he is not afraid of 
the prifon. 

** Mr. Woodm. No ; I praife the living God. 

** Dr. Story. This is an heretic indeed : he hath 
the rig^t terms of all heretics. The living God ! I 
pray you, be there dead gods, that you fay the liv- 
ing Gpd ? 

** Mr. Woodm. Are you angry with me, bccaulc 
I {peak the words that are written in the Bible ? 

" Dr. Story. Bibble babble, bibble babble. 
What fpeakeft thou •of the Bible ? There is no fuch 
jword written in all the Bible [h)'^ 

Some time afterwards, Mr. Woodman was ex- 
amined again, before Doftor Langdale. By reciting 
what then pafled, concerning God's decrees, and 
Bian's free-will, we (hall fee, whether the Popifli 
dp&or was not what would now be called an Armi- 
nian, and the Proteftant martyr a Calvinift. 

" Mr. Woodm. St. Paul faith, Rom. ix. Ere 
^ct the children were born, ere ever they had done 
cither good or bad, that the purpofe of God, which 
is by eledlion, might fland, not by the reafon of 
worksy but by the grace of the caller, the elder (hall 
fervc the younger : Jacob have 1 loved, and Efau 
have I hated. 

** P^ Langd. Methinks, by your talk, you 
deny ari^nal (Tn^and free-will. 

(*) Fox, voL 111. Pf tf?;* 
Vql. IL (6) C Mi-. 
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" Mr. Woodm. I pray you, what free-will hath 
man to do good of himfelf ? 

" Dr. Langd. I fay, that all men have as much 
free-will now, as Adam had before his fall. 

" Mr. Woodm. I pray you, how prove you 
that? 

*^ Dr. Langd. Thus I prove it : that as fin en- 
tered into the world, and by the means of one that 
finned, all men became finners, which was by 
Adam; fo, by the obedience of one man, rightc- 
oufnefs came upon all men that had finned, and fet 
them as free as they were before the fall : which was 
by Jefus Chrift. 

" Mr. Woodm. Oh Lord, what an overthrow 
have you given yourfelf here, in original fin! For, 
in proving that we have free-will, you have quite 
denied original fin. For here you have declared, 
that we be fet as free by the death of Chrifl:, as 
Adam was before his fall : and I am fure, that 
Adam had no original fin before his fall. If we be 
as free now, as he was then ; I marvel wherefore 
Paul complained thrice to God, to take away the 
fting of it : God making him anfwer, and faying, 
my grace is fufficient for thee. 

^' Thefe words, with divers other, prove original 
fin in us ; but not that it Ihall hurt God's eleft 
people, but that his grace is fufficient for all his.-— 
I fay, with David, in fin was I born, and in fin hath 
my mother conceived me : but in no fuch fin that 
fhall be imputed ; becaufe I am born of God by 
faith. Therefore I am bleffed, as faith the prophet, 
becaufe the Lord imputeth not my fin : not becaufe 
I have no fin, but becaufe God hath not imputed 
my fins. Not of our own deferving, but of his free 
mercy, be hath faved us. Where is now your free- 
will that you fpeak of? If we have free-will, then 
our falvation cometh of our own felves, and not of 
God : which is a great blafphemy againft God and 
his word, 

«< For 
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** For Saint James faith, every good gift, and 
every perfeft gift conieth from above, from the 
Father of Light, with whom is-no variablenefs. Of 
his own will begat he us. For the wind** [i. e. the 
regenerating breath of the Holy Spirit] " bioweth 
where it lifteth. It is God that worketh in us the 
will, and alfo the deed. Seeing, then, that every 
good gift cometh from above, and lighteneth upon 
whom it pleafeth God, and that he worketh in us 
both the will and the deed; methinks all the reft 
of our own will is little worth, or nought at all, 
unlefs it be wickednefs. And as for original fin, I 
think I have declared my mind therein, how it re- 
maineth in man : which you cannot deny, unlefs 
you deny the word of God. 

*^ Dr. Langd. Say what you can : for it availeth 
me to fay nothing to you. I was defired to fend 
for you, to teach you ; and there will no words of 
mine take place in you ; but you go about to re- 
prove me. Say what you will, for me (/)." 

The truth is, the Popifti examiner had the wrong 
end of the argument : and he was glad to fhuffle off 
the Calviniftic prifoner, as well as he could. Mr. 
Woodman, however, was not fo eafily fhuffled off: 
for, to one who came in during the debate, the in- 
trepid martyr faid, " He [i. e. Dr. Langdale] 
laith, I denied ori^nal fin ; and it was he himfelf 
(that denied it), for he went about to prove that 
man hath free-will (^)." 

This Proteftant hero's laft examination, at the 

clofe of which he received fentence of death, was 

held in the Church of St. Mary Overey (now St. 

Saviour's), Southwark. Himfelf informs us, that his 

judges and condemners were, Gardiner " the bifhop 

of Winchefter, (Chriftopherfon) bifhop of Chichef* 

ter, the arch-deacon of Canterbury, Dr. Langdale, 

M. Roper, with a fat-headed prieft, I cannot tell 

his name (/)." Wc (hall foon fee, what a jeft this 

■# 

{/) lUd. p. (84. (i) Ibid. p. 686. (/J Ibid. p.6gi. 
G a " at. 
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" i^t-headed prieft/* whofe name Mr. Woodman 
could not tell, made of predeftination,^ and jiiftifi- 
cation by faith alone. Happy would it h^ve been 
for the Proteftaut caufe in general, and for the 
Church of England in particular, if tjhofe doftrines 
had, to this day, been exploded by Papifte only^ 
But there have, lince, been too many " fat-headed 
priefts," of more than one Proteftant denqtnination^ 
at whofe hands the dodlrines of eleftion and fr^ 
juflification found no b^ttei; reception, than at thoie 
of the namelefs fat-headed prieft above-mentione4* 
I wi(h the fame, remark may not extend to more thaa 
a few lean-headed priefts likewife. 

The Commii^pners being fat, Mr. Woodmaa 
was called upon to give an account of his feith.— ^ 
This he did, ajs follows : 

" I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, and of all things vifible and in- 
vifible. And in. pne Lord Jefu^ Chrift my Savioui; j 
very God, and. very man. 1 believe in God the 
Holy. Ghoft, tiie comforter of aU; God's deft 
people ; and that he is equal with tlxe Father and 
the Son (w):" 

The bilhop of Winton and the arch-deacoa, pf 
Canterbury told him, in^tljiQ cant fb ufiial with per* 
fecutors, " we go not about to condemn thee, but 
to fave thy foul, if thQu wit be ruled^ and do as w^ 
would haye thee. 

" Woodm. To fave my foul? Nay; you can* 

not fave my foul. My foul is feyed already : I 

praife.God therefore. There can no man fave my 

loul, but Jefus Chrift. And he it is that hath faved 

my foul, before the foundation of the world waa 
laid. ^ ■ ^r 

" The fct ?rieft. What ap hexefy is that, my 
lord! Here's an herefy! Hp faith, his foul was 
iaved before thq foundadons of the world were laid 1 

(»)Ibid. 

Thou 
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^ThoVL canft not tell what thou faycft. Was thy foul 
rfeved before it was [i, e. before it exifted] ? 

" Woodm. Yes, I praife God, I can tell what I 
Tay; and I fay the truth. Look in the firft of 
Ephcfians, and theire yoii fliall find it : where Paxil 
faith, bleffed be God, the Father df our Lord Tefus 
Chrift, who hath bleffed us with all manner ot fpi- 
ritual bleflings, in heavenly things, by Chrift ; ac- 
cording as he hath chofen us in him, before the 
foundation of the world was laid, that we fhould be 
Holy and without blame before him, through iove ; 
ind thereto were we {Jredeftindted. Thefe be the 
ivoixis of Paul: and I believe they be moft trae. 
And therefore it is my faith, in and by Jefus Chrift, 
that f^veth : and not you, nor any man elfe. 

« The fat Prieft, What 1 Faltii without tvorks ? 
St. Jtoies faith, feith without woirks is dead. And 
we have free-will to do good wotks. 

** Woodm. I would not thstt any of you (hould 
think that I difallow good works : tor a good faith 
fcannot be without good works. Yet not of our* ' 
felves : it is the gift of God. It is God that work- 
eth in us both the will and the deed («).'• 

What could the Popifli free willefs and merit- 
mongers do with this inflexible heretic ? Convince 
him they could not. The ftiorteft expedient, there- 
fore, was, to burn him out of the way : which they 
accordingly did. 



Let me now introduce Mr. John Clehient to my 
leaders; a man of great grace, and diftinguiftied 
ufefulnefs; concerning whom, Mr. Strjrpe thus 
writes : 

** There were how [viz. in the year 1556 j abun- 
dance of feits and dangerous doftrines ; whofe 
maintaincrs Ihrouded themlelves under the profeffors 



(i») Foac, Ibid. p. 69^. 
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of the gofpel [i.e. they affedtedto pafs-for Prd^ * 
teftants]. Some denied the godhead of Chrift; 
fome denied his manhood. Others denied the god- 
head of the Holy Ghoft, original fin, the dodrine 
of' predeftin^tion and free eleftion, the defcent of 
Chrift into Hell (which the Proteftants here gene- 
rally held), the baptifm of infants. Others held 
.free-will, man*s righteoufnefs, and juftification by 
works : doftrines, wbicli the Proteftants, in the 
times of kin^ Edward, iox the moft part difownedi* 
By thefe opinions, a jTcandal was raifed on the true 
profeffors [i. e. on thofe who had fuffered, and who 
w^re then fuffering peifecution and death for their 
attachment to the Proteftant Church of England]. 
Therefore it was thought §t npw, by the orthodox, 
to write and publifl^, fqmmary confeffions of their 
faith, to leave behind them when they were dead r 
wherein they (hould difclaim thefe doftrines, as well 
as all Popifti dodrines whatfoever. 

" This was done by one John Clement, this year 
.(1556), laying a prifoner in the King's Bench for 
religion ; (whofe declaration is) entitled, A Confeflion 
andProteftatipn of the Chriftian Faith. In which 
it appears, the Proteftants thought fit (notwith- 
ftandmg the condemnation and burning of Cranmer, 
Ridley, Latimer, Hooper, Rogers, Saunders, Brad'- 
ford, for heretics), to own their doftrlne" (viz. *the 
doflrine of Cranm. Ridl. Latim. Hoop. Rog, 
Saund. Bradf. &c.*) as agreeable to the word of 
God, and " them as fuch as fealed the fame with 
their own blood. This confeflion may be looked 
jLipon as an account of the belief of the profeffors'* 
[i. e. of the Prpteftant Church of Englandmen] 
" in thofe days. Copies thereof were taken, and fo 
difperfed, for the ufe of good men : one whereof is 

jn piy hands. ; — ?Thus we fee how induftrioufly 

they [the Proteftants of thofe days] difowned aft 
Arians, Anabaptifts, and fuch like, who being not 
gf the Roman f^ith, the Papifts woyid fain have 

joined 
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joined them with all the Proteftants, todifgraceand 
difparage the holy profeffion (0)/* 

Before I quote the confeffion itfelf, let me obferve, 
from the above paffage, i . That, fo far as appears, 
Arians, Socinians, and fuch like, were the only 
Proteftants who, in thofe times, denied " the doc- 
trines of predeftination and free eleftion :" .and that 
the Proteftants, ** in the times of king Edward,'* 
did for the moft part " difown the doftrines of 
free-will, man's righteoufnefs, and juftification by 
works." And no wonder : for " the moft part" of 
the then Proteftants were fincere members of the 
Church of England: which church then did, and 
ftill does, affert " predeftination and free eleftion 5'* 
and deny " free-will, man's righteoufnefs, and juf- 
tification by works." — z. 'Tis evident, that fuch, as 
diffented from the Church of England in thofe 
points, ftrove to take advantage of the afflifted, 
perfecuted ftate, which the Church was in, under 
the reign of Mary ; and to palm themfelves upon 
the world, as churchmen: labouring to perfuade 
the ignorant, that the dodtrines, for which the mar- 
tyrs bled, were the fame doftrines which were held 
by thefe fame Arians,' free-willers, and work-mongers. 
With as much audacity, and with as little truth, as 
Wefley, Sellpn, and others of that ftamp, now ef- 
feft to flielter their Pelagianifm under the wing of 
our prefent eftabliflinient.-— 3. The furviving Pro- 
teftants, who were imprifone'd for the faith, and had 
not yet (as many of them foon afterwards were) 
been brought to the ftake, took no fmall alarm at 
the impudence and falfehood of thefe free-willers : 
and thought it incumbent upon themfelves, as well 
they might, to clear the fuffering Church of Eng- 
land and her godly martyrs,, from theunjuft infinua- 
tians of the Arian and Pelagian party. They 
deemed it, fays Mr. Strype, *^ a fcandal," to be 

{o) Strypc's Ecdcf, Mem." voU lii. p. 363, 364, 365. 
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ntimbefcd with thofe few, but infolcht fanatics; 
who, " denying predeftination and free eleftion,** 
held " free-will and juftification by works."— 4. 
The more openly to " difclaim,** and the more ef- 
feftually to " difown,*' all conneftion with thefe in- 
truding free-willers ; ** the orthodox,*' fays Mr, 
Strype, ^* thought fit to own," i. e, publicly and 
unanimoufly to avow, "the doftrine of Cranmer|» 
Ridley, Latimer, Hooper, Rogers, Saunders, and 
Bradford, as agreeable to the word of God," and 
to the faith of the reformed Church of England : 
and to own " them," \. e. to own the fald martyrs^ 
Cranmer, &c. to have been " fuch as fealed the 
fame [doftrines*] with their blood," — To this end, 
5. It was refolvcd on, by the evangelical prifoners, 
to draw up, and publifh, an explicit confeflion of 
faith, prior to their own martyrdom : which con- 
feflion might remain ** behind them, when they 
were dead," and be a (landing proof of their union 
and communion, in matters of doftrine, with Cran- 
mer, Ridley, &c. and the other foregoing martyrs 
of the Church of England. — 6. The framing this 
confeflion, and the digefting of it into form, was 
committed to Mr. John Clement : who executed 
his truft with fuch care, fidelity, and ability, that 
(fays Mr. Strype) the faid confeflion may be 
looked upon as an •* account of the belief of the 
profeflfors in thofe days :" i. e. of the *VProtefl:ants in 
the times of king Edward," thoufands of whom 
were afterwards perfecuted, and hundreds of whom 
were put to death, under the fucceeding tyranny of 
Mary, 

So much by way of preliminary to this famous 
confeflion. Now for a concife view, of the confef^ 
fion itfelf. The reader that pteafes to perufe the . 
whole of it may fee it in Strype (j!^), 

(/} Ibi(l« Append. No, lxi« from p« 210 to %t^% 
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It obfcrves, toward the beginning, the manifold 
fobtlety of Satan in corrapting the human mind 
fix>m the glorious gofpel of the bleffed God : " Some 
denyinge the doftrine of Code's firm predeftinatioa 
and fr-ee eleftion in Jefus Chrifte; which is the 
very certayntie of our falvation.— And as he'* [i.e. 
the Devil] " hathe caufed them to denye all thefe 
thinges, even fo hathe he made them to affirm many 
piadde and foolifli fantafyes, whiche the wcwrde of 
God dothe utterlye condempne : as free-will, man's 
righteoufnefs, and jiiftifying of workes; withe dy- 
vcrs fuche lyke ; to the great diftionoure of God, to 
the obfcuringe of his glorye, the darkeninge of his 
truthe, to the great defacynge of Chriftes deathe ; 
yea to the utter deftruftion of many a fimple foule, 
that cannot Ihyfte from thefe fubtyll fleyghtes of 
Satan, excepte the Lorde fhewe his great mercye up- 
on them. — I do undoubtedlye beleve in God the 
Holy Ghofte, who is the Lorde and gever of lyfe, 
and the fanftifier of all Godes eleft. Furthermore, 
I do confeffe, and undoubtedlye beleve, that I, and 
every lyvely member of this Catholyke church, is 
^d fliall be redeemed, juftified and faved, oneiey 
and folye by the free grace and mere mercye of God 
in Jefus Chrifte, throughe his mofte precyious deathe 
and bloudfheaddinge : and in no part by or for any 
of our owne good workes, merites, or defervings, 
that we can do or deferve. Notwithftandinge, I 
confeffe, that all men ought, and are bownde by the 
worde of God, to doe good workes, and to knowe 
and kepe God's commandmentes : yet not to de- 
ferve any part of our falvations thereby ; but to 
fhewe their obedience to God, and the frutes of 
faythe unto the worlde.— And this falvation, re- 
demption, and juftification, is apprehended or re- 
ceaved of us, by the onely faithe in Jefus Chrifte : 
in that feAcc and meanynge, as is declared in the 
homilye of juftification, which was appoynted to be 
rKtde in the peculiar Church of Englande, in good 

kynge 
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kynge Edward's d^yes the fyxte. Which homilyc^ 
with all the reafte, then fet fiirthe by his authoritie, 
J do affirme and beleve to be a true, holefome, and 
godlye do6J;ryne for all Chryftian men to bckvc, ob- 
ferve, kepe, and folowe. 

" Alfo, I do beleve and confeffe, that the laft 
boke, which was geven to the Churche of Englande 
by the authoritie of good kynge Edwarde the fyxte 
and the whole parliament, contayninge the manor 
and founne of Common Prayer, and miniftration of 
the bleffed facramentes in the Churche of Englande ; 
ought to have been reccaved with all ready nes of 
mynde, and thankfuUnes of harte. — Alfo I do ac- 
cepte, beleve, and alowe, for a very truthe, all the 
godlye articles that were agreed upon in the Convo* 
cation-houfe, and publifhed by the kynges majefties 
authoritie (I meane, kynge Edwarde the fyxte), ia 
the laft yeaxe of his moft gracyous reigne. 

" I doe confeffe and beleve, that Adam, by his 
fall, loft, from himfelf and all his pofterity, all the 
frcedome, choyce, and power of man's will to doe 
good : fo that all the will and imaginations of 
mannes harte is onelye to evil, and altogether fub- 
jeft to fynne, and bonde and captive to all manner 
of wickednes. So that it cannot once thinke a good 
thought, much leffe then doe any good deede, as of 
his owne worke, pleafaunte and acceptable in the 
fyght erf" God, untill fuche tyme as the fame" [i. e. 
untill fuch time as the will] " be regenerate by the 
Holy Ghofte. — Until the fpirite of regeneration be 
given us of God, we can neither will, doe, fpeakc, 
nor thinke, any good thynge that is acceptable in 
his fight. — As a man that is deade cannot rife up 
himfelfe, or worke anye thynge towards his refur- 
redion ; or he that is not, worke towardes his crea^ 
tion ; even fo the naturall man cannot worke any 
thynge towards his regeneration. As a bodye, 
. without the foule, cannot , move but downewardes ; 
fo the foule of man, without the fpirite of Chrifte, 

caimofe 
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cannot lyfte up himfelfe. He muft be borne 
agayne, to doe the workes that be fpirituall and 
liolye. And by ourfelves we cannot be regenerate 
by any meanes : for it is onlye the worke of God* 
To whom let us praye, with David, that he will 
take away our ftonye hartes, and create in us new 
hartes, by the mighty operations of his holye fpiritc. 

" I do acknowledge, confeffe, and undoubtedlyc 
beleve, that God, our eternal Father, (whofe power 
is incomprehenfible, whofe wifdome is infinite, and 
jiis judgments unfearchable) hath, onelye of his 
greate aboundant mercye, and free goodneffe, and 
favoure, in Jefus Chrifte, ordeyned, predeftinated^ 
elefted, and appointed, before the foundation of 
the worlde was layd, an innumerable multitude of 
Adam's pofleritie, to be faved from their fynncs 
thoroughe the merit^s of Chriftes deathe and bloud- 
flieaddmge onelye ; and to be (thoroughe Chrift) his 
adopted fonnes, and heres of his everlafting king-* 
dome, in whom his great mercye fhal be magnified 
forever: of which mofte happye number, my fyrmc 
faith and ftedfaft beleve is, that I, althoughe unwor- 
thye, am one ; onelye throughe the mercye of God 
}n Jefu5 Chrifte our Lorde and Savyour. 

" And I beleve, and am furely certified, by the 
tcftimonye of Godes good fpirite, and the unfally- 
ble truthe of his moft holye worde, that neither I, 
nor any of thefe his chofen children, (hall fynally 
perifhe, or be dampned : althoughe we all (if God 
Oiould entre into judgment with us, according to 
our dedes) have juftly deferved it. But fuche is 
Godes greate mercye towardes us, for our Lorde 
Jefus Chriftes fake, that our fynnes Ihall never be 
imputed unto us. We are all geven to Chrifte to 
kepe, who will lofe none of us : neither can any 
thinge pluck us furthe of bis handes, or feparatc us 
from him. He hathe maryed us unto him by faythe, 
?md made us his pure fpoufc without fpot or wrincle 
in his fight, and will never be devorced from us. 

He 
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He hatfiie taken from us all our fynnes, myferics, arid 
fnfinnities; and hathe put them upon himfelfe: 
and hathe clothed us with his righteoufnefs, and en- 
riched lis with his nierites, and mercyes, and mofte 
loving^ benefites. And he hathe not onelyc done 
jdl this, and much more, for us ; but alfb, of hii 
greate mercye, love, and kyndnefs, he dothe ftyll 
Kepe the fame moft furelye fafelye for us> and will 
doe fo forever: for he lovethe us unto the ende. 
His Father hathe committed us unto his fafe cufto* 
dye, and none can ever be able to plucke us furthe 
of his hands. He hathe regefterd our names in the 
boke of lyfe, in fuche forte that the faihe fhall ne- 
XtT be raced out. In confideration whereof, wj 
have good caufe to rejoice, to thanke God, and 
hartclye to love him ; and, of love, unfaynedlye to 
doe whatfoever he willeth us to doe : for he loved 
iis firfte. 

•* Fynallye, Chrifteteftifyethehimfeife. ^Tbat it 
is not poflible that the eleft flioulde be deceaved. 
Verelye then, can they not be dampned** [i. c. 
damned] ; " Therefore I confeffe and beleve, with 
all my harte, foull, and mynde, that not one of all 
Godes eledt children fhall fynallye perifhe or be 
dampned. For God, who is their Father, both can 
and will preferve, kepe, and defende them forever.. 
For, feynge he is God, he wanteth no power to do 
it : and alfo, feynge he is their mofte deare lovynge 
Father, he lacketh no good will towardes them, I 
am fure. How can it be, but he will perfourme 
their falvation to the uttermofte, fythe he wanteth 
neither power, nor good will, to do it ? 

" And this mofte heavenlye, true, and comfort- 
able doftrine dothe not bringe with it a flefhelye, 
idell, carnall, and carelefs lyfe, as fome men unjuft- 
lye doe report of it: whofe eyes God open, and par- 
don their ignorance and raflie judgmcntes. But 
rather it dothe mayntayne and bringe with it all true 
godlynes, and Chriftian purrte of lyfe, with mofte 
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famefte thankefullnes of harte, in refpeAe of Godey 
greate mercye and lovyilge kyndnes onlye. 

** As for reprobation, I have nothinge to faye of 
it: forSainte Paul fay the, what have, we to dop 
with them that are without ? The Loi'de encreafij 

o\ir fiiyth? and true feelyr^nge of our eledion. p 

Notwithftanding,as*' [the gofpel] " is untofometho 
Savor of lyfe unto lyfej even fo is it, unto other fomc, 
the Savor of death unto death : as Chrifte himfelfe is, 
vnto fome, a rocke to ryfc bye; and to other fome, 
^ ftone to ftumble at.*' 

Thus believed the primitive niembers of th^ 
Church of England. Thus held, and thus taught, 
thofe Proteftant worthies, \yho, when the truths 
pf God were at flake, loved not their lives, untq 
death. 

Let me once more obferve (the remarks are verji 
important, or I would not repeat them), that, bjP 
the acknowledgement even of Mr. Strype himfelf, 
1. This confeffion of faith was drawn up by Mf, 
Clement, at the defire of the imprifoned Pi.'oteftants 
in general: — 2. That it was a declaration of their 
coniaiqn belief: — 3. That "Cranmer, Ridley, Latin 
incr. Hooper, Rogers, Saunders, and Bradford, 
^1^ the fame** [i. e. the fame dodrines whicl^ 
thK qonkSiqn afferts] ** with their own blood."— ^ 
4. That this confeffion " may be looked uppn a^ 
an. aoppimt of the belief of the Prpteftants in the 
' iinies of king Edward, and of the profeffors ifli. thof^ 
days." Would to Ged, that the fame creed was as^ 
gcncraJly held, ixiVhe days thfit ai;e now ! 

Mr. Clement, whofe pen was particularly employ-* 
^ in this laudable fervice, has, in the concluding 
part of the above confeffion, an obfervation or two, 
reipeding himfelf, which breathe almoft the veryr 
fpirit of an apoftle, " I doe. not depende upon thq 
judgement of any man, further than the fame dothe 
agree with the true tquchftone, which is the Holye 
Scriptures : wherein 'I thanke my Lorde God) I 

have 
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have btoe continuallyc exercifed, even from mf 
youthe up; as they, that have knowne my bringyngc 
up, can tell : and fome perfecution I have fofierSl 
for the fame. And now it hath pleafed God to 
make me a prifoner, for theteftimonye thereof: and 
I thynke, that fhortelye I muft give my life for it, 
and fo confyrme it with my bloude ; whiche thynge 
I am well contented to doe. And I mofte heartelye 
thanke my Lorde Gode therefore : that is to faye, 
for this his fpecyall gifte of perfecution for righte- 
oufnefs fake. And thoughe, for my fynnes, God 
might juftlye have condempned me to hell-fyre for- 
ever, and alfo have caufed me to fuiFre bothe (hame 
and perfecution in this lyfe, for evyll doynge ; yet 
kathe he (of his greate mercye in Jefus Chrifte, ac- 
cording to his owne good will and purpofe) dealte 
more mercyfulle with me : as to geve me this grace 
and favor in his fight, that I fhall fuffre perfecu- 
tion of the wicked, with his eleft people, for the 
teflymonye of his truthe (j)." 

This was dated in April, 1556. The good man 
did not long furvive. It was one of the laft fer- 
vices, which he rendered to the Church of God. 
He (uppofed, at the time of his writing the above, 
that he fliould very fpeedily be, literally, a burnt- 
offering to Chrift : and he was ready to become fo. 
But God had determined otherwife. His " burn- 
ing was prevented, by his death in prifon : and he 
was buried at the back-fide of the King*s-bench, in 
a dunghill, June 25, [1556]. Where two days be- 
fore, one Adheral was buried, who likewife died in 
the fame prifon, and in the fame caufe. And, in 
the fame prifon and caufe, five days after, died John 
Carelefs : who was contumelioufly buried where the 
two others were (r).*' Precious, in the fight of the 
Lord, is the death of his faints. 

(f) Stiypc; Q. f. p. 22 J. (r) Stiypc, Ibid. p. 364. 

Thus 



the Martyrs concluded. Xoj 

Thus have I given a fample (and it is but a 
fiimpie) of thofe authentic attcftations^ which our 
martyrs bore, to the doftrines of the Church of Eng- 
land. And, even from thefe inftances, *tis manifeft, 
that thofe of our prefent clergy and laity, who have 
fallen in with Arminianifm, have palpably revolted 
from thofe grand truths for which our martyrs bled, 
and which our Church ftill continues to aflert in her 
liturgy, articles, and homilies. 

Nor was the belief of the Calviniftic principles 
confined to our bifhops, clergymen, and martyrs 
only. It was common to the main body of Pro- 
teftarits : i. e. to all who were not open, profeffed 
diffenters from the church. The Norfolk and Suf-^ 
folk fiipplication, addreiTed to queen Mary's com- 
miffioners, may fcrve for one inftance. In it, the 
Proteftants of thofe counties term the late king Ed- 
ward ** A moft noble, virtuous, and innocent king ; 
a very faint of God ;** adding, that " The religion, 
fet forth by him, is fuch, as every Chriftian man is 
bound to confefs to be the truth of God." Again : 
«< We certainly know, that the whole religion, fet 
out by our late moft dear king, is Chrift's true re- 
ligion, written in the Holy Scriptui-e of God, and 
fcy Chrift and his Apoftles taught to his Church.— » 
O merciful God have pity upon us ! we may well 
lament our miferable eftate, to receive fuch a com- 
mandment, to rejeft, and caft out of our churches 
all thefe moft godly prayers, [meaning the Englifh 
liturgy], inftruftions, admonitions, and doftrines 
fmeaningthe homilies and articles] (i)." This re- 
ligious remonftrance, tho^ it produced no good effeft 
on the Popifti queen and her commiffioners ; yet 
tends to fhew, how tenacioufly the members • of our 
church embraced and held fail her excellent prin- 
ciples. 

An anonymous letter, fent to Bonner, (hews, that 
the writer of it was (and, at that time, what church 

■ ^/) F0X4 vol. ilL p. 579> & feqa. . . . 

of 
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of finglandman was not?) a CalYinifl:. After dif* 
iuading that inhuman prelate from perfifting to im- 
brue his hands in the blood of the faints, it follows } 
•' I fay not this, for that I think thou canft fliorten 
any of God's eled children's lives before the time 
that God hath appointed by his divine will and 
pleafure : but becaufe I would fain fee fonae equity , 

I cannot better conclude the forgoing extrads 
from our martyrs, than by inferting part of that 
admirable prayer, which feems to have been gene- 
ijaUy ufed by thofe who poured out their fouls in 
defence of the gofpeL It is intitled, " A Prayer, to 
be faid at the ftake, of all them that God fhall ac- 
count worthy to fufFer for his fake.'* In it aire 
thefe words : " I moft humbly pray thee, that thou 
wouldft aidi help, and afSft me with thy heavenly 
grace : that with Chrift thy Son, I may find comfort j 
with Stephen, I may fee thy prefence and gracious 
power; with Paul, and all others who for thy 
name's fake hav£ fuffered afflidtion and death, 1 may 
find fo prefent with me thy gracious confolations j 
that I may by my death glorify thy holy name, conr 
firm thy church in thy verity, convert ibme.that arc 
to be converted, and fo depart forth of this mifera?- 
ble world, where I do nothing but daily heap fia 
upon fin.— Dear Father, whofe I am, and always . 
have been, even from my mother's womb; yea, even 
before the world was made («)." 

SECTION 

(i) Stiype, u. f. Append, p. 163,, 

(tf) Fox, a. f. p. 4p8. Let it be obferved, tkat-, of thofe wlio were 
imprifon'sd for the faithy all were not crowned with martyrdom .« 
fome were, by the good providence oi God, leferved to fee bettor 
tunes* 

Among thefe, was Mr. John Lithall : whofe examination, before 
tiie bilhop of London's chancellor, is related by Mr. Fox«*-*^* Y<» 
))oaft ipttch, evcjry one of yon/' faid t)ip chancellor to this, holy 
prifoner, ** of your faith and belief. Let me hear» therefore, ho^ 
you believe." ' • I believe/ aniVeied Lithall, 'to be jiifttfied 
xeally by Chrift Jefyn. witbpikt eithg; dcffl9Di:w9r|ut* or any thing 

Ibat 
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SECTION XVIII. 

. the Re-Eftailijhment 9/ the Church of England, iy 
^en Elizabeth. 

QUEEN Mary's death, in November, 1558, 
quite changed the face of religious affairs in 
England. The princefs Elizabeth, during the 
teign of her half-fifter, was fo obnoxious to the 
latter, both on a domeftic and a religious account, 
that her life had been in perpetual danger. Mary, 
ii^hofe politics were as contemptible, as her cruelty 
-and fuperftition were deteftable ; would, more than 
once, have very willingly difpatched Elizabeth to 
the other world. But this defign was conftantly 
over-ruled by king Philip. That Prince is fuppofed, 
by fome, to have fcreened Elizabeth, from an hope 
of marrying her himfelf, in cafe of Maiy's death, 
whofe ftate of health grew continually worfe and 

tbat may be invented by man," The chancellor f epHecl« ** Faitli 
cannot £ivc; without works." — ^ Tliat^' rejoined Lithall, ' is con- 
trary to the dodtrine of the Apoftles/ 

The reverend Mr. John Mcjvin was alfo of the number^ who, I 
1)elieye4 by fonae means or other, e(caped burning. He was how- 
ever, a prifoner in Newgate: and dated, from that prifoa^ a very 
Talaable letter to his Chriftian friends ; in which he expreifed him- 
felf as follows. '* Moft certain it is, dearly beloved, that Chrift's 
cle^ be but few, in coinparifon of that great number which go, in 
che broad way, into everlafting perdition.'*-— Moft certain it is 
alfo, that our Saviour Jefus Chrift nath and knoweth his own, whofe 
names are written in the book of lifei redeemed with the moft pre- 
cious blood of our Saviour Jefus Chrift. So that the eternal Father 

knoweth them that be his ^Our Saviour lofeth none of all them 

whom the eternal Father hath given him. [He died] the death 

of the crofs, for the ranfom and fins of God's elcft,"— See Fox, 
liL 763. 8^5. 

60 onanimous were the Proteftant Church of England men (thofe 
cvh« were burned^ and thofe who efcaped), in believing, pco£efling, 
and holding faft, the precious Calviniftic do&ines of Uke Bible and 
cf .the Church. 

Vol. II. (6) H worfe^ 
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worfei This might poflibly be one motive, to the 
• proteftion which he gave the princefs : fpr, after the 
deceafe of queen Mary, Elizabeth was hardly feated 
on the throne, before Philip aftually folicited her 
hand. But, probably, what operated moft fttongly 
in Elizabeth*s behalf, W4s, the clofe connexion that 
fubfifted between France and Scotland. So far back 
as the beginning of Edward VFs reign, the plan fecmt 
to have been kid, for the Dauphin's marri^e t6 
Mary queen of Scots; which projefted marriagp 
took effedfc in 1558. Philip knew, that, on th« 
demife of his own queen, none {x) ttood, betweea 
Mary of Scots and the crown of England, but Eliza<* 
beth. It was neceffary, therefore, to preferve £U9a« 
beth alive i left France, in right of the DauphineG, 
fliould be aggrandized by the addition of England 
and Ireland ; which would have been throwing too 
piuch weight into the French fc^le,-«^It was, proba^- 
s bly, owing to a fimilar confideration of policy, that 
in the fucceeding century, Charles I, when prince of 
Wales, was fuffered to return hither from Spain. la 
^11 likelihood, Philip IV. would have made the 
prince pay very dear for his romantic ramble to that 
court, if the king of Bohemia had not, in right of 
his confort, been next heir to the crown of Engi 
land.-r-Thus does the fecret, but efficacious direc*» 
tion of divine providence, make even the political 
wifdom of this world inftrumental to the accom- 
plifhment of the divine decrees ! 

When Elizabeth mounted the throne, the Church 
of England, with all its doftrinal Calvinifm, be- 
came, once more, the pure religion of this nation. 
The proofs are fo nyrnerouSj, that I m\xft only ah* 
ftra6t a few, 

. (x) The dachefs of Soffblk's dcAxnt it no exception to tliit 

I remark ; as her iQOthcr w«0 but tbp yomiiger daughter of Henijr 

I, The 
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i. The Liturgy, the XXXIX Articles, and the 
fopplcmentary Homilies added to thofe of king 
Edward; are fuch glaring evidences on the fide 
of (^) Caivinilin, as might well fupply the place of 

aU 

^ (jr) If kbc fotStit foe any reafonable being ftrioufly to qurf* 
tion» whether thofe ecclefiaftical ftandards are truly and thoroughly 
'Calviikiftic; let him only perufe, with more attention, the ftand- 
aids themfdves. I (hall here make no extradts from them : having 
alieadydone it, partly^ ^^,^T Caveat againft Uofound Qodrines ; 
and, more largdy> in my Vindication of the Church from Arminia- 
nifm* However* as I am now on the fubjef^, let the remarks of 
I>r« Feier Heylyn (than whom a more outrageous Arminian never 
<xiied) (land, as a (Iriking noonament of that irfefiftible force* with 
which cmth is foraetimes toand, daring certain intervals of fobet 
fefledioo, to irradiate and compel even the mod perverfe and pro* 
fligate minds. The remarks* which I here fubjoin* confift of in* 
feienoes* deduced from die feventeeath article* which treats of pre* 
deftination and eledion. If fuch a writer* as Heylyn» (hould be 
Ibond to acknowledge* that the faid feventeenth article fpcaks the 
wdoobled language of Calvin ; our wonder will be* not that the 
article ffliould ipeSc that language (for* of this* no confiderate 
perfon can fincerely doubt)* but that (6 virulent a party-man, at 
ntef« ihoold* by any traniient gleam of regard to veracity* pub- 
licly avow feme of his real convidions* and tranfmit that avowal 
to pofterity. 

•* Rredeftination to life*" fays he, "is defined, in the 17th 
article* to be the everlafting purpofe of God, whereby before the 
feondatioDS of the world were laid, he hadi conftantly decreed* by 
hiscoQnfe]* fecrettous* to deliver from damnation thofe whom he 
hath chofen in Chrift out of mankind, and to bring them by Chrift 
toeverlafting falvation [as veflels made to honour]. In which 
definirion*" adds Heylyn* *' there are tbefe things to be obfcrved : 
I. Thatpredeftination doth pre-fuppofe a curfe* or (late of damnation* 
in which all mankind wasprefented to the (igbt of God. 2. That 
it [viz. predeftination to life, or die decree of ele^on] is an ad 
of his from everlafting : becaufe* from everlafting* he forefaw that 
mifery into which wretched man would fall. 5. That he founded 
it* and refolved for it* in the man and mediator Cbrift Jefus* both 
for the purpofe and performance. 4. That it was of fome fpecial 
ones alone; eled* called forth, and referved in Chri(l* and not ge- 
nerally extended unto all mankind. 9. That, bein^ thus eleded in 
Chrift* they (hall be brought by Chrift to everlafting falvation.— 
And* 6. That this counfel is fecret to us : for tho' there be revealed 
tons fome hopeful iigns of our eledion and predeftination to life* 
yet the certainty dieroof is a fecret hidden in God^ &c*"— Life of 
uod, Xntrod* p-^jt 

Hz Though 
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all evidence befide. Thefe being fo well known, 
I fhall carry my appeal to other fads, which lie more 
out of the way of common notice. 

11. The only cpmn^entary on the 39 articles, 
* which was publifhed in the reign of Elizabeth, is 
that of Mr. Thomas Rogers, reftor of Horninger, 
in Suffolk. He dedicated it to archbifliop Whitgift : 
by whom (fays Fuller) it was countenanced l^z).*' 
A fubfequent edition of it, in 1607, the author de- 
dicated to archbifliop Bancroft, whofe Chaplain he 
was, As it is not a very fcarce book, I (hall make no 
tranfcripts from it : byt . only intim^ite that the 
Commentary does not (as is tqo often the cafe) vary 
from the text, but is perfectly and judicioufly Cal- 
viniftical, from beginning to end. The only people, 
to whom it gave elfeuce in thofe d?^ys, WQre P^ifts, 

■ Though the above conceflions are not entirely without their flaw8« 
(or, at lead, a few fmall Arminian cracks); yet it is amazing, 
that the cracks are fo few and flight* whc^ we confider by what 
hand the fix beads wer« ttrung. 

But the feventh bead is moft wonderful of all. *^ Such/* fays the 
ilringcr, *• is the Church's dodrine, in the point of ele^on* or pre- 
dpflination unto life. But, in the point of reprobation, or predefti-r 
nation unto death* (he is" [to wit, in the feventeenth article] 
** utterly filent: leaving it to be gathered upon logical inferences 
from that which is delivered by her in the point of ele^ion^ For 
contrariorum contraria eft ratio^ as logicians fay. Though that which 
is fo gathered, ought rather to be called a dereli^ion* thaa a re* 
probation." Ibid. p. 30. 

We will not quarrel with Peter, about the term reprobati oa. ■■■ 
Dereliftion includes as much reprobation as need be contended for. 
And I .wi(h Dr. Heylyn may not be reprobated by Mr. Wefley, for 
corcading, that ** reprobation, or prededination unto death/' is to 
be ** gathered" by *< logical inferences," from the XVlIth article. 

To make np a round number, Peter (hall annex aa eighth bead 
to the preceding feven. He very juflly obferves, that the prayer, 
in which our Church befeeches God '< to accompli(h the number of 
his cled," doth •• conclude both for a number, and for a certaia 

number, of God'i eledt." Mifcel. Tr. p. ^fjQ.., Query: Wat 

not Peter, daring fame luminous moments, *' derelidled" by Armi« 
nianifm, and taken captive by truth ? I wi(h, Mr. Wefley and his 
man Sellon may profit by the example, be feized in like foit, andi 
permanently experience the fame •* derelidion." 
{z) Church Hift. b. ix. p. 1 75* 

Prelbyteriaps^ 
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iPrelbyterians, and fuch as leaned to either of thofe 
extremes; Now, I would aik, whether a profeffedljr 
predeftinarian analyfis and expofition of the 39 arti-. 
cles, dedicated to two archbifhops of Canterbury, 
and approved by both of them ; is not one conclu- 
five proof, that dodkrinal Calvinlfin was, all through 
the reign of EUzabeth, and in the beginning of 
James I. confidered as the true and undoubted 
fyftem of the Church of England ? 

III. The marginal notes, which occur in the 
Bibles that were publiftied during Elizabeth*s reign, 
unanfwerably prove the fame point. Obferve, I 
fpeak not of the Geneva Bible, tranflated, com- 
mented on, and publifhed by the Englifh who had 
been exiles in that city ; which edition, however va- 
luable on fome accounts, was never received as au- 
thentic by the Church and State of England* But 
I fpeak of fuch Bibles, and of fuch only, as paffed 
the review of the leading ecclefiaftics at home, and 
came out by the warrant and under the fanftion of. 
•* The queen's moft excellent majefty." 

Of thefe warranted Bibles there were, principally, 
three kinds. The firft was commonly denominated. 
The Great Bible. Another went by name of The 
Bifhop's Bible. The third was the Quarto . Bible, 
for the ufe of families. 

(i.) Of the Great Bible, otherwife called, Arch* 
bifliop Cranmer's Bible, there had been more than 
one edition, antecedently to the acceffion of queen 
Elizabeth. It was completed for the prefs, A. D. 
1537, in or about the 28th jear of Henry VIII's 
reign. It was by lord Cromwell's intereft with the 
king, that Cr?.nmer obtained the royal licence to 
tranflate and publifli the Scriptures : and this was 
the firft Englifh Bible, that was printed by authority. 
•' The care of the tranflation lay wholly on Cranmer; 
afl^ing little portions of this holy book to divers 
bifliops and learned men to do. And, to his inex- 
prefliBle fatisfa(^6n, he faw the work finiihcd in this 
H 3 year 
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year (1537), about July or Auguft(/j)/* When 
the care or the tranflation k faid to have lain wholly 
on archbiftiop Cranmer, we muft underftand na 
more, by that expreflion, than that Cranmer, on 
this occafion, revifecj and correfted the tranflationj 
made, fix or fevcn years before, by Mr* William 
Tyndal the martyr. This appears, not only on 
comparing the text of Cranmer's, or the great Bible> 
with the text of Tyndal's ;. but is alfo noted, by the 
cxadtly careful compiler of Cranmer's Hiftory. The 
Bible, as Fox fpeaks, had been printed in the year 
1532, and reprinted again three or four years after^ 
The printers were Grafton and Whitchurch, who 
printed it at Hambuigh. The corrcdor (of theprefs)- 
was John Rogers, a learned divine, afterwards a 
canon of St.. Paul's, in king Edward's rime, and the 
firft martyr in the next reign (viz. in the reign of 
Mary) • The tranflator was William Tyndal, another 
learned martyr'; with the help of Miles Coverdale^ 
afterwards bifhop of Exeter> But,^ before all this 
fecond editicMi was finiflied, Tyndal was taken and 
put to death for his religion, in Flanders, in the year 
1536, and his name then growing into ignominy, as 
one burnt for an heretic ; they [i. e. the printers! 
thought it might prejudice the book, ifhefhould 
be named for the tranffator thereofi. and fo they 
ufed a feigned name ; calling it Thomas Matthews's 
Bible. In this Bible were certain prologues (pre- 
fixed at the head of the refpeftive books) and a 
fpecial table coUefted of the common places in the 
Bibles, and texts of Scripture for proving the fame ; 
and chiefly the common places of the Lord*s Supper, 
the marriage of priefts and the mafs r of which [i. e^ 
of the mafs] it was there faid, that it was not to be 
found in Scripture. This Bible giving the (Popifh) 
clergy offence, was gotten to be reftrained. Some 
years after, came forth the Bible aforefaid [i. e. the; 



(«) Stiypt*8 MemotUft of Cnuttacr, p, f7« 
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Ctcat Bible,- otherwife termed, Cranmer's], wherein 
Cranmer had the greateft hand : which, as I fuppofe. 
Was nothing but the former [i. e. Tyndal's] corred^ 
cd ; the prologues and.tables being left out (^)." 

So much for the origin of Cranmer*s Bible. Let 
Us now confult that Bible itfelf : which (befidcs the 
light it will throw on our general argument) will 
contributes not a little, to confirm what has been 
already alTerted and proved^ concerning the Cal* 
vinifm of that great and good archbifhop« 

Though Cranmer^s, or the Great Bible> was pre* 
pared for publication in 1537, I cannot find that it 
was adually publifhed till 1539. It is a very fcarce 
and curious book : of which, however, I have been 
able to procure a fight. It is entitled, " The Byble 
in Englyflie, &c. prynted by Richard Grafton and 
EdwaM Whitchurch, 1539." It is a lai^ folio, oni a 
black letter, ornamented with fmall wooden cuts) 
and divided into chapters, but not into verfes. The 
margin has Scripture references, but no expofitory 
aotes. The deficiency of notes is remedied by a 
fummary of contents, placed at the head of each chap- 
ter. From a (ample of which fummaries, archbifliop 
Cranmer appears to have been, even at that early 
period, much enlightened into the dodrines of 
grace. 

The contents to Rom. iii. run thus : *' Both the 
Jewes and Gentyls are under fynne, and are juftyfy- 
4Ki only by the grace of God in Chryft.'* 

Contents to Rom. iv. "He [i. e. St. Paul] declareth, 
by the example of Abraham, that fayth juftyfyeth, 
and not the lawe, nor the workes thereof.'* 

In the prefixed " fumme and content of all the 
Holy Scripture,** good Cranmer obferves, that God 
is he, " Of whom all thinges proceade ; and with- 
out whom ther is nothynge which is ryghteous and 
mcrcyful ; and who worketh all thyngs in all, after 

{h) Snype't Mrninriati of Csanmer^ p. 59^ 59^ 
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hys wyll : of whom it maye not be deniaxmded,. 
wherefore he doth thys or that." The reader will 
not confider the above extrafts as an abfolute di- 
greffion from the times of queen Elizabeth, when he 
recoUefts that the Great Bible> and two others which 
are next to be mentioned, were the current Bibles 
in the beginning of her reign ;. 'till the fcarcity and 
dearijefs of thefc occafioned the publication of what 
was called the Bifliops' Bible. 

The other twp, which appeared before Elizabeth's 
acceflion, were, the folio edition, of 1 549 ; and the 
quarto edition, of 1552. Both printed in the reign 
of king Edward VI. and under the . care of arch- 
bifhop Cranmer. Thefe, likewife,: I have confulted ; 
and from them I CQj)y the paff^es hereafter given. 

That of 1549, is on a fmall, neat, flenderly- 
blackilh letter, fomewhat approaching toward the 
Saxon ftyle of charader. It is dedicated to king 
Edward, and has prologues to the refpedive books 
of both Teftaments. The marginal notes being ex- 
ceeding few, I (hall give proof of the pure divinity, 
which then obtained among the Proteftants of the 
Church of England, from the valuable " table of 
the principal matters," which runs alphabetically, 
and is prefixed to the Old Teftament. — Under the 
head of eledion, we thus read : " Our eleccyon is 
by grace, and not by workes. Few are elefte, or 
choi'en. We areelefte of God the Father, thorow 
his good wil, before the conftucyon of the world, 
that by the grace and merke of Chrift, we fliould 
have heakh [i. e. falvation],, ferving al men bY> 
charite. The ele6t cannot be accufed, forafmuch 
as God juftifieth them.*' Under the head of pre- 
deftination, we read thus : " The predeftinate are 
faindtes,, or holy people, made lyke to the image of 
the fonne of God, and called, juftifyed, and glori- 
fyed by him^ God had pre^eilyn^te,. before th^ 
makyng of the world, for to redeme us by the bloud 
of iiis fonne> for to iave^ a&d ixiake us hys chyldren 

by 



tinder Eiizabeth. -I15 

by adopcyon, accordynge to the purpofe of his wyK 
The carnal and fenfual people cannot comprehendc 
the eleccyon and predeftinacyon of God : becaufe 
they ftryve for to fave themielves, by theyr owne 
workes and merites ; whych cannot be.*^ Under 
the article of will, it is aflSrmed, that the will of 
God is immutable, and the which no man can refift. 
And, under the head of perfeverance, or continii- 
ance in grace, it is aflerted, that perfeverance in the 
truth is geven, of Chrift unto the faithful. Thus 
fpeaks Cranmer's Bible of 1549. 

The quarto edition, of 1552, is on a black letter, 
with wooden cuts ; divided into chapters, but not 
into yerfes. The tranflation appears to be Tyndal's* 
In this curious Bible (which was re-printed under 
Elizabeth, in 1566), a note, fubjoined to the 3d chap- 
ter of Romans, runs thus : " God, in his lawe, doth 
not onely requyre of us an outward ryghtewefnes, 
but alfo an inward perfedion. That is to faye, we 
are not onely bounde to fulfyll the workes of thp 
lawe, outwardly, in our lyvinge 5 but, alfo, inward- 
ly, in our heartes : to be moft fyncere ; to love God 
entirely, above all thinges ; and our neyghbours as 
ourfelves. But our nature is fo corrupted, that no 
man living is able to do the fame. Wherefore no 
man can be juftified by the workes of the lawe." — 
The note to Rom. ix. is this : " It is evident by 
this texte, that our workes or merytes do not juftifye 
us, but that our falvation doth wholly depende upon 
the free election of God ; whiche, beynge the rygh- 
tewefnes itfelfe, doth chofe whome it plefeth hym 
unto lyfe everlaftvnge." The note to Rom. xi. is : 
** God doth prelerve his eleft, even in the middeft 
of thoufandes of idolaters.** Thus wrote Ci^anmer, 
and our other bifhops, in 1552. 

{2.) Come we now to the Bifliops' Bible : em* 
phatically fo called, becaufe it was fet on foot, pro- 
pioted, and completed, chiefly under the aufpicies 
of Parker, the firft Prpteftant archbifliop of Canter- 
bury 
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bury after Cranmer. A bfeginning was made in it^ 
A. D. 1565, and the feventh of Elizabeth : but the 
work was not publilhed, 'till 1568. The other prin-* 
cipal prelates, concerned in this edition, were, 
Sandes, then bifhop of Worcefter; Gueft, biftop 
ofRochcfter; Parkhurft, bifhop of Norwich; Davies, 
biftiop of St. Davids; and Cox, biftiop of Ely (r). 
This is fuppofed to have been the firft Englilh Bible, 
whofe chapters were fub-divided into verfes. It is a 
large folio, on a black letter ; and, in fad, no more 
than an improved edition of Cranmer's, or the 
Great Bible, already mentioned. I have not had it 
in piy power to fee the original edition of this the 
Bifhops* Bible, printed in 1568. What I have con- 
fulted, is a re-publication of it, fix years afterwards j 
viz. the edition of 1574, illuftratcd with archbiftiop 
Parker's arms and preface, and Cranmer's original 
preface annexed. 

Queen Elizabeth's prelates did by no means warp 
from the dodlrinal purity of their Proteftant prede- 
ceffors under the bleffed king Edward. Witnefs the 
following paffages, which occur in the preface to the 
New Teftament of the Bilhops' Bible. " By him 
n. e. by Chrift] hath he [i. e. God the Father] 
decreed to geve, to his eleft, the lyfe everlafting.*' 
And again, " Here may we beholde the eternal lega- 
cies of the New Teftament, bequeathed from God 
the Father, in Chrifte his fonne, to all- his eleftes." 

In what is entitled, " the Summe of the whole 
Scripture," prefixed (as it was alfo to Cranmer's 
own edition of 1539), it is obferved, that God is he 
** from whom al thinges do come ; without whom, 

there is nothing at al : who alfo worketh al in al, 

after his owne wyl ; to whom it is not lawful to fay, 
wherefore he doth thus or thus.'* 

On Rom. iii. 20, the note is, " He includeth 
here the whole lawe, both ceremonial and moral j 

(c) See Stiype's life of iichbifliop Paik^, p» 2084 209. 

■\ whofe 
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^hofe workes cannot juftifie, becaufe they be im- 
perfeft in al men/* 

On Rom- ix. 1 1. ^* The wyl and purpofe of God 
is the caufe of the eleftion and reprc^ation : for 
his mercy and calling, through Chrift, are the mcancs 
of falvation ; and the withdrawing of his mercy it 
the caufe of damnation." ' 

On Rom. x. 4. '' Chrifte hath fulfilled the whole 
lawe ; and therefore, whofoever believeth in him,. 
is counted juft before God, as wel as (if) he had 
iulfiUed the whole lawe himfelfe/* 

On Rom. xi. 35. "By this the apoftle declarcth, 
that God, by his free wyl and eleftion, doth geve 
falvation unto menne, without any defertes of thcyr 
owne." 

On I Pet. i. 2. ** The free elefkion of God is the 
efficient caufe of our (alvation : the material ckufe^ 
is Chrifte's obedience." 

On 2 Pet. i. 10. "Albeit it [viz. eleftion} be furc 
in itfelfe, forafmuche as God cannot change ; yet 
we muft confirm it in ourfelves" [i. e. we (hould 
get a fubjeftive aflurance of our eie&ion}^ " br 
the fruite of the fpirite : knowing, that the purpofe 
of God clefteth, calleth, fandifieth, and juftifieth 
tis."— So fpake thefe excellent prdates, in the fa-- 
inous Bilhops* Bible. 

(3.) The Quarto Bible^ publifhed in queen Eliza* 
beth*5 reign, appears to have been defigned as a ftili 
ferther improvement on the preceding. Though thef 
explicatory notes are more numerous and diflufe, 
yet the reduftion of the type, and the conlequent 
reduiflion of the fize, rendered it cheaper than the 
former editions ; and, of courfe, better calculated 
for private and domeftic ufe. 

Of this Bible, the firft edition (according to 
Stiype) appeared in 1576 {d). Another in 1582 {e), 

{d) Strype'fi Annals» vol. ii, p. 458— edit, 1735. 
l^f) Ibid. vol. iti. p. 157* 

That 
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That which I have now before me, is the edition of 
1602, publifhed by Barker the queen's own printer- 
The marginal remarks, and fome other matters, with 
which this prefents us, will prove, that Galvinifm 
continued to flourifti in the Church of England (i. e^ 
the church continued to abide by her own funda-. 
mental principles), to the very clofe of Elizabeth's 
life : for the reader need not be reminded, that 
i6o2 was thelaft year of that queen's reign* 

From this Bible I extraft the following notes ; ia 
lieu of a multitude, which might be cited. 

On Matth. xi. 26, the remark is : ** Faith cometh 
not of man's will, or power; but by the fecret illu- 
mination of God, which is the declaration of his 
eternal counfel." 

On Matth. viii. 31. " The Devil defireth ever 
to doe harme : but he can do no more than God 
doeth appoint* 

On Matth, ix. 37. 'tis obferved, that Chrift 
compares " the number of the eled.to a plentiful 
harveft." 

On Matth. xxi. 33. " The vineyard is the people 
whom he had elefted." 

On Mr.tth. xxv. 34. " Hereby God declareth 
the certainty of our predeftination ; whereby we are 
faved becaufe we were chofen in Chrift before the 
foundations of the world." 

On the 35th verfe of the fame chapter : ** Chrift 
meaneth not that our falvation dependeth on our 
works, or merits ; but teacheth, what it is to live 
juftly according to godlineffe and charitie ; and that 
God recompenfeth his, of his free mercy, likewife 
as he, doth eleft them." 

Matth. xxvi. 24. " To the intent his difciples 
might know, that all this" [viz. the fufFerings and 
crucifixion of Chrift] " was appointed by the pro- 
vidence of God." 

Mark iv. 9. " God doth not open all men's 

hearts to underftand hii myfteries." And 'tis, 

. . prefently 
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prefently after, added, that there are fomc, mean- 

lAg the reprobate, who, " attaine not to the pith and 

fubftance'* [of religion], " but onely flay in the 

outward rinde and barke." 

• Mark xiii. ^22. " The cleft may waver and be 

troubled, but they cannot utterly be deceived and 

overcome." 

Mark xiv. 21. " This declareth, that nothing 
can be done without God^s providence." 

On the 49th verfe of the fame chapter : " which 
declareth, that no man can do any thing contrary 
to God's ordinance." 

. Luke i. 30. *' Not for her merits, but onely 
through God's free mercy, who loved us when wc 
were finners, that whofoever rejoiceth fhpuld rejoice 
in the Lord." 

On verfe 32. Chrift *^is the true Sonne of God, 
begotten from before ^11 beginning ; and maoifeft- 
cd in the flefli, at the determinate time," 

Luke vii. 35. " He [i. e. Chrift] flieweth, that 
the wicked, altho' they turne from God, ftiall nothing 
hinder the eletl to continue in the faith of the 
gofpeL" 

Luke viii. 3. " Whereby they acknowledged 
they bad received of him; and aUb fhewed their 
perfeverance, which proQved their knowledge to be 
of God."-^Such, therefore, as do not perfevere, 
were never made wife with the knowledge, that 
cometh from God. 

Luke X, 21, "He [Chrift] attributeth it to the 
free eleftion of God, that the wife and n^ordlings 
know not the gofpel, and yet the poore bafe peoj^de 
underftand it." 

On verfe 31, the phrafe, ** by chance," is thus 
interpreted : " So it feemed to man's judgment ; 
^Itho* this was fo appointed by God's couxifel and 
providence." 

Luke xvii. 37. " Nothing can hinder the faith- 
ful to be joii>e4,to their head, Jefus Chrift," 
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Luke xxii. 22. The text fays, traely the Sonne 
of man goeth as it is appointed : the commentary 
adds, " by the fecret counfel of God." 

Luke xxiii, 35. The text calls Chrift thechofen 
of God. On which, the marginal note thus re* 
marks : *' Whom God hath before all others ap* 
pointed to be the Meffias. Otherwife, the Scrip-r 
tare calleth them the elcd: of God, whom hee hath 
chofen, before all beginning, to life cvcrlafting/* 

Luke xxiv. 16. " This declareth, that we can 
neither fee nor underftand, 'till God opien our eyes.** 

Verfe 28. " Chrift did both (hut their eyes, and 
open them : he would keepe them in fufpence, *till 
his time came to manifeft himfelf unto them/* 

John iv* 14. " He** [i- e. the true believer] 
" flhall never be dried up, or deftitute.** 

John vi. 37. " God doeth regenerate his eleS:, 
and caufeth them to obey the golpel.** 

John vii. 33. Chrift " fheweth unto them, that 
they have no power over him, *till the time come 
that his Father hath ordained.'* 

John X. 15. "As the Father cannot forget 
him** [i.e. cannot forget Chrift himfelf,] "no more 
<Jan he forget us.** 

Verfe 17. " Chrift, even in that he is man, hath 
<ie(erved his Father*s love and everlafting life, not 
to his flefli onely, but to us alfo, who, by his obedi- 
ence and perfeft juftice" [i. e. perfedl righteouf* 
nefs,] " are imputed righteous." 

Verfe 26. The text fays, ye believe not, for yee 
are not of my Iheepe ; i. e. becaufe ye are not in the 
number of my eledt. The marginal note judici- 
oufly fays, " The caufe wherefore the reprobate 
cannot believe." 

John xiv. 21. " He*' [i. e. the aflured believer] 
y ftiall fenfibly feele, that the grace of God abideth. 
in him." 

John xvii. 3. The text runs, that hee fhould 
;ivc eternal life to all them that thou haft 

givea 
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given him. The margin fays: "which are the 
cleft." 

Verfe 6. "Our eledlion ftandcth in the good 
pleafure of God, which is the only foundation and 
caufe of our falvation; and is declared to us in 
Chrift, through whom we are juftified by faith, and 
fanftified." 

Verfe 12, The text ftyles Judas a child of per* 
dition. The marginal note fays, that " He was To 
called, not only becaufe he perifhed, but becaufc 
God had appointed and ordained him to this end/* 

Verfe 19. " Chrift's holineffe is our's/' 

On A&s ii, 23, theobfervations are : " God caufed 
their wickedneffe" [i.e. the wickednefs of Chrift*s 
betrayer and crucifiersj " to fet foorth his glory, 
contrary to their mindes. As Judas's treafon, and 
their crueltie toward Chrift, were moft deteftable ; 
fo were they not only knowen to the eternall wifdomc 
of God, but alfo direfted, by his immutable coun- 
fel, to a moft bleffed ende." 

On chap. iv. 21, " God hath put a ring thorow 
the wicked's nofes, fo that he ftayeth them from 

their mifchievous purpofes." Was it not a little 

unmannerly in queen Elizabeth*s bifhops, to repre^ 
fent fovereign free-willers as a company of bears, re^ 
ftrained by the decree, and led captive by provi- 
dence, with rings in their nofes ? 

On the 28 th verfe of the fame chapter, the right 
reverend commentators fcruple not to affirm, that 
" All things are done by the force of God's pur- 
pofe, according to the decree of his will.'* 

Chap^ xiii, 48. " None can beleeve, but they 
whom God doth appoynt, before all beginnings, to 
be faved.'* 

In a iliort, but excellent preface, prefixed to the 
Epiftle to the Romans, and entitled, " The Argu- 
ment;'* the heads of the Church of England thus 
exprefled themfelves : " The great mercie of God ii 
declar^ towards roan in Chrift Jefus, whofe ri^Ktt.- 
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oufnefle is made our's by faith. For, when man, 
by reafcn oi his owne corniption, could not fulifill 
tlie law ; yea, committed moft abominably, both 
againft the law of God and nature ; the infinite 
bountie of God ordeined^ that man's falvatioia fhould 
only ftand in the perfit obedience of his Sonne Jefus 

Chrift. And to the intent that none Ihould 

thinke, that the covenant which God made to him 
l^i. e, with Abraham] and his pofteritie, was not 
performed ; either becaufe the Jewes received not 
Chrift,. or els beleeved not that he was the true 
Redeemer; — the examples of Ifmael and Efau de- 
iclare, that all are not Abraham's pofteritie, which 
come of Abraham according to the flefh :- — the very 
ftrangers and Gentiles, grafted in by faith,' are made 
heires of the promife. The caufe wheveof is the 
only will of God ; forafmuch, of his free mercy, he 
elefteth fome to be faved, and, of his juft judge- 
ment, rejefteth others to.be damned : as^appeareth 
by the teftimonie of the Scriptures.'* 

From theie introductory remarks, the reader may 
fufficiently afcertain the completion of thofe fub* 
fequent notes on the epiftle kfelf, with which the 
Calviniftic prelates ennobled its margin. For- bre- 
vity's fake, let the few following ftand for all. 
. Rom. ii. 1 1, There is no refped of perfons with 
God : " As touching any outward qualitie" [fuch 
as liigh birth, learning, riches, &c.] ** But, as the 
potter, before he make his veffels, he doeth appoynt 
fome to glory and others to ignominie." 

Chap. iv. 4. Now to him that worketh not, &c. 
*^ That dependeth not on his works, neither think- 
cth to merite by them.'^ 

■ Ibid. ver. 25. Chrift was raifed " To accom- 
plifh and make perfeft our juftification." 

Chap. V. 17. " The juftice" [jujiitia^ i. e. the 
righteoufnefs j " of Jefus Chrift, which is imputed 
to the foithfuU." 

Chap. viii. 35. Who fliall feparate us from the 
.Jave of Chrift? "Wherewith he loved us, or God 
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ill Chrift \ which love is grounded on his determi- 
nate purpofe ; and Chrift is the pled^ thereof.** 

Chap. xi. 29. " To whom God giveth his fpirit 
of adoption, and whom he calleth efTedually, he 
cannot perifh: for God*s eternal counfel never 
changeth.** 

2 Cor. m. 3. •^ The hardneffe of man's heart, 
before he be regenerate, is as a ftonie table, Ezek» 
ii. 19. and xxxvi. 26. But, being regenerate by 
the4>int of God, it is as foft as ilefti; that th# 
grace of the gofpel may be written in it, as in neW 
tables." 

Ibi4. verfe p. ** The gofpel declareth, that Chrift 
b made our righteoufnefs.** 

Ibid, verfe i^. " The Jews' eyes were not 
lightned, but blmded ; and fo could not come to 
Chrift.'^ 

Chap. y. 21. The text fays, that we are made 
the righteoufnefs of God in Chrift : the maigin 
adds, "by imputation.*' 

• On Galat. i. 7. " What is more contrary to our 
free juftification by faith, than the juftification by 
the law; or [by] our workes ? Therefore, to joyne 
thefe tc^ether, is to joyne light with darkneflc, 
death with life 5 and doeth utterly overthrow the 
gofpel.'* 

Ibidi. iii. 12. *^ The law— -*condemneth all 
them which in all points doe not fijlfiU it." And 
how is this condemnation to be efcaped ? 6y our 
own righteoufnefs ? Certainly not. For our own 
works do not " in all points fulfill" the lawJ But 
by the imputation of Chrrft's righteoufnefs, who 
aftuallydid *^ fulfill" the law, and that •'in all 
points." 

Ephef. i. 4. " This eleftion, to life everlalling, 
can never bee changed. But, in temporal offices, 
which God hath appointed for a certaine fpace, 
when the term is expired, he changeth his election : 
as we fee in Saul and Judas.'* 

VpL. II. (6) I Ibidr 
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Ibid, verfe 23. "That is the great love dT 
Cbrift toward his church, that he counteth npt himr 
felf perfeft without us which are his members : and 
therefore the church is alfo called Chrift [i. e. Chrift 
myflical], as i Cor, xii. 12, 13." 

Titus iii. 5 . " God doth not juftify us for refpeft 
of any thing which he feeth in us : but doeth prevent 
us [i. e. he is beforehand with us3 with his grs^ce^ 
and freely accepteth us.** — So, chap. i. 2. God hath 
promifed eternal life before the world began, " C^ 
his meere liberalitie, without forefeeing our £etitk<^ 
works as a caufe to move him to this free mercie,*; 

On James ii. 14, The note is : ^* St.Paulj to the 
Romanes and Galatians, difputeth againft theo) 
which attributed juftification to .works y and here 
St. James reafoneth againft them which utterly qori«^ 
demne workes. Therefore Paul Iheweth the (raufes 
of our juftification; and James, theeflfedks. T^re 
Ji.e. in Paul's Epiftles], it is declared^ how we art 
juftified : here [i. e. in James's Epiftle], howe wee 
are.knowen tobe juftified. There, works are ex* 
eluded, as not the caufe of our juftification: here^ 
they are approoved, as effeds proceeding thereof* 
There, they [i. e. good works] are denied to go bcr 
fore them that fhall be juftified : and here they atf^ 
fayd to follow them that are juftified/' 

Ibid, verfe 22. " The more his [i. e. Abraham's} 
feith was declared by his obedience and good worksi 
the more was it knowen to men to be perfeft; a$ 
the goodnelje of a treq is knowen by her good 
fruite : otherwife, no man can have perfedtioa 
in this world ; for every man muft pray for remif* 
fion of finnes, and increafe of faith.** 

2 Pet. i. 10. Give diligence to make your calling 
and eleftion fure : " Albeit it be fure in itfelfe, for- 
afmuch as God cannot change ; yet we muft con- 
firme it in ourfelves, by the friaits of the fpirit t 
knowing, that the purpofe of God eleftett^ cafletb^ 
dmaifyetb, and juftifycth «Si/*^ j 

1 Jude 
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Judc '4. ^* He confirmeth their heart, againft 
tte contemners of religion, and apoftates ; (hewing, 
that fuch men trouble not the church at all adven- 
tures, but are appointed thereunto by the determi* 
nate counfel of God." 

Thus fpeak the excellent prelates, who were con- 
cetned in the editions of our Proteftant Bibles, pub* 
laAied am priyikgio Regime maje/iatis* 
' IV» 1%^ profefled Calvinifm of our church tnaf 
be farther argued, from the learned and orthodox 
Francis Junus's Commentary on the Book of Re- 
VeUtion, bound up with the Bibles of thofe times< 
One citation from which commentary (hall here 
^ifficc^—Rev. xiii. 8. whofe names are not written 
in the booke of life, &c* <' That is," fays Junius, 
" fiich as are not, from everlafting, elefted in Chrift 
Jefus." Let it be obferved, that this was the fame 
Junius, who overthrew Arminius, in a debate con-* 
cerning fre6-will ; the particulars of which debate 
were tranfmitted> at large, to pofterity (/). 

V. The queftions and anfwers concerning predef- 
tination, inferted into the authorized Bibles of that 
.age, are another proof, that the doftrines of Calvin 
Were owned to be the doftrines of our eftablilh- 
ment. 

Mr. Strype was able to trace up the infertion of 
thefe queftions and anfwers into queen Elizabeth's 
Bibles, as far as the year 1582 {g) (and I myfelf 
have lately feen an edition of 1583, wherein thofe 
Queftions and anfwers ftand) ; a period, twenty 
years earlier than that, in which the edition, which I 
am now making ufe of, was printed. That hiftorian, 
whofe fidelity, in his relation of fafts, is unimpeachable, 
& not always very happy in his conjedures. The 

(/*) Arminius's children^ of whom nine furvived him, were fo 
tUMCcountably weak* as to infert this difpute into their fatlier's 
works, — Vicfc Arminii Opera, a pag. 445. ad pag, 610.-^ — ^Edit, 
Logd. 1629.^ 

lii Stiypc's AwalSj^yol. iii. p. 157* 
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queftions and anfwcrs, fays he, were " joined to the 
Bible without any public licence and authority, is 
it feems (A)." I am perfuaded, that, had the vaft 
multitude of materials, which this induftriops com- 
piler was digeiling into an orderly feries, allowed 
him leifure for due coniideration, it would have 
" feemed" even to himfelf, utterly impoffible for 
the faid queftions and anfwers to have crept intft 
thefe editions of the Bible, ** without public licence 
and authority,'* under the government of a queen 
fo tenderly jealous of her ecclefiaftical fupremacy, 
and amidft that unrelaxing vigilance for which both 
her council and her bifhops were fo remiarkable. 
Can any body coolly fuppole, that, at fuch a tixne^ 
her majefty's own publifher would have ventured to 
fly in the face of church and ftate, by foifting in 
thefe queftions, without proper authority? "Oh^ 
but the authority is no where recorded." Nor 
was there any reafon why it Ihould, in a cafe fo pal- 
pably plain. The fimple circumftance of their be* 
ing admitted there at all, is proof enough, that they 
were admitted by authority.— —But, fuppolihg 
it even poffible, that they might have ftolen in at 
firft ; would not the intrufion have been piefently 
detedted ? And would not the queftions and an? 
fwers, if real interlopers, have been difplaced from 
the fubfequent editions? Would they have been 
permitted to keep their ftation, all through the rcr 
mainder of queen Elizabeth's reign (for more than 
twenty years elapfed, from their firft infertion, to the 
death of that pnncefs), if they had not been intro- 
duced by due licence ? And would they have beetle 
moreover, continued in all the editions of the Biblct 
which yjtxt publilhed, after her deceafe, during the 
firft twelve years (at leaft) of her fucceflbr king 
James ? 

Come we now to the queftions and anfwers them* 
fclves. 

In 
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' Ia the editions of 1583, 1602, and 16 14, I ^nd 
them prefixed to the New Teftament. The title 
they bear, is, 

*^ Certaine queftions and anfweies, touching the 
dodtrineofpredeftination, the ufe of God's word, 
An4 facraments." 

They begin thus : 

** Queftion. Why do men fo much vary in mat* 
4crs of religion ? 

" Anfwerc. Becatfe all have not the like meafure 
€£ knowledge, neither do all beleeve the gofpel of 
Chrift. 

** Queft. What is the reafon thereof? 

** Anfw* Becaufe they only beleeve the goipel and 
dodrine of Chrift, which are ordained imto eternall 
life. 

•* Queft. Are not all ordained unto eternall life ? 

** Anfw. Some are veflels of wrath, ordained unto 
deftraftion ^ (is others are veflels of mercie prepared 
to glory« 

** Queft. How ftandeth it with God's juftice, 
that fome are appointed unto damnation ? 

** Anfw. Very well: becaufe all men have in 
themfelves finne, which deferveth no lefs. And 
therefore the mercy of God is wonderfuU, in that 
he vouchfafeth to fave fome of that finfuU race, and 
to brii^ them to the knowledge of the trueth. 

" Queft. If God's ordinance and determination 
ftmft o]P necefiitie, take effeA; then, what need any 
man to care ? for hee, tjhat liveth well, muft needs 
be damned, if hee be thereunto ordained ; and hee, 
that liveth ill, muft needs be faved, if he be there- 
unto appointed ? 

" Anlw. Not fo: For it is not poflible, that 
cither the eleft (hould alwayes be without care to 
doe well ; or that the reprobate (hould have any 
will thereunto. For, to have either good will, or 
good worke, is a teftimonie of the fpirit of God, 
which is given to the eleft onely } whereby faith is 
I 3 fo 
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fo wrought in them, that, being graft in Chriil, 
they grow in holincfle to that glory Wberetinto 
they are appointed. Neither are they fo vaine, as 
pnce to thinke that they may dge as they lifte them* - 
felves, becaufe they^ are predeftinate unto falvation i 
but rather they endeavour to walke in fuch good 
workes, as God in Chrift Jefus had ordained them 
unto, and prepared for them to bee occupied in, 
to their owne comfort, ftay, and aflurancc, and to 
Jys glory, 

^^ Queft, But how (hall I know myfelf to be Qn0 
of thofe whom God hath ordained to life eternal ? 

" Anfw, By the motions of fpirituall life, which 
belong onely to the children of God : \>y the which, 
(hat life is perceived, even as the life or this body is 
dii'cerned by the fenfe and motions thereof. 

" Queft. What tn^^ne you, by the motions of 
ipirituali life ? 

*^ Anfw. I meane remorfe of confciencc, joined 
with the lothing of finne, and love of righteoufr 
pefle : the hand qf faith rdlching unto life eternal^ 
in Chrift, the confcience comforted in diftreffe, and 
raifed up to confidence in God, by the worke of his 
fpirit : a thankful! remepibrance of God's benefits 
received, and the ufing of all adverfities as occafion 
of amentment fent from God. 

*^ Queft. Cannot fuch perifti, as at fome timQ 
or other feele thefe niotions within themfelves? 

** Anfw. It is not poflTible Jhat they fliould : for^ 
as God*s purpofe is not changeable, fo he© repenteth 
not of the gifts and graces of his adoption; neither 
doth hee caft off thofq whom he h^th once re^ 
ceived. 

^* Queft. Why then fliould we pray, by the ex- 
arnple of David, that he caft us not from his face, 
and that hee take not his holy fpirit from us ? 

" Anfw. In fo praying, we make proteftation of 
the weakneffe of [our] flefli, which mooveth us to 
doubt : ypC fhouid nQt w^e have courage to alke. 
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'if wee were not affuredj that God will give accord- 
ing to his purpofe and promife, that which we re- 
quire. 

" Queft. Doc the children of God feele the mo- 
tions aforefaid, alwayes alike ? 

" Anfw. No, truly : for God, fometime, to prove 
his, feemeth to leave them in fuch fort, that the 
•flefti overmatcheth the-^irit; whereof arifeth trou- 
ble of confcience, for the time. Yet the fpirit of 
Jtdoption is never taken from them, that have once 
received it: elfe might they perilh. But as, in many 
difeafes of the body, the powers of bodily life are 
letted ; fo, in fome aflaults, thefe motions of fpiri- 
tuall life are not perceived, becaufe they lye hidden 
in our manifold infirmitys, as the fire covered with 
aihes. Yet as, after lickneffe, commeth health; 
•and, after cloudes, the funne (hineth cleare ; fo the 
' powers of fpirituall life will, more or leffe, be felt 
and perceived, in the children of God. 

" Queft- What if I never feele thefe motions in 
imyfelf ? Shall I defpaire, and thinke myfelf a caft- 
*way ? 

« Anfw. God forbid. For God calleth his, at 
what time hee feeth good : and the inftruments, 
whereby he ufually calleth, have not the like elFeft 
at all times. Yet, it is not good to negleft the 
meanes, whereby God hath determined to work the 
felvation of his* For as waxe is not melted, with- 
out heate ; nor clay hardened, but by meanes there* 
of J fo God ufeth meane§, both to draw thofe unto 
himfelfe, whom hee hath appoynted unto falvation, 
and alfo to bewray the wickednefle of them whom he 

juftly condemneth." The remainder of thefe 

learned and mafterly queftit)ns and anfwers well de- 
ferve to be tranfcribed : but what have been now 
alledged, are fufficicnt to prove the purpofe for 
which I bring them. 

^ VL A judicious Ifttlp traftate (the work, ori- 
jpnally, of pious bifhop Cranmer)* botjnd up Ukc- 
1 4 wSft 
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wife with the Bibles of this reign, ilill continued to 
<jtemonftrate the Calvinifm of the church. It is en- 
titled, • The Sunune of the whole Scripture of the 
Bookes of the Old and New Teftament.' Under 
the article God, this valuable compendium of fcrip- 
tijre-dodrine exprefsly affcrts, as ufual, that he 
*^ worketh all in all, after his owne will ; to whom 
at is not lawful to fay, wherefore doth hee thus or 
thus ?•• — It affirms, that, in confequence of Adam's 
original tranfgrcffion, ** We, which be fprong froflj 
him by the flefti, bee in nature the children of 
wrath, made fubjeft to thrall and death, to damina* 
tion, to the yoke and tyranny of the Devill.**'— It 
maintains, that, by Chrifl's oblation of himfelf, "AU 
finat^^ is ** blotted out, and quite put away :'' and, 
that the fpirit pf God, and the Scrijptures of truth, 
are given, in order to lead us to Ghrift, ** that wee, 
believing, mought have, in his name, life ever* 
lafting." 

VII. Nor can I omit the mention of fome ex- 
cellent prayer^ defigned for private ufc, and then 
bound up at the end of the liturgy. Two of thefe 
fhall here anfwer for the reft. The colled for 
Sunday, was this^ '^ O Almightie and merciful! 
Lord, which giveft unto thy eleft people the Holy 
Ghofl, as a fure pledge of thy heavenly kinedome; 
grant unto us, O Lord, thy holy fpirit, tnat he 
may beare witnefle with oxxr fpirit that we be 
thy children, and heires of thy kipgdome : and that, 
by the operation of this ipirit, we may kill all car- 
nal luftes, ynlawfuU pleamres, con^^upifences, evill 
affeftions, contrary unto thy will ; by our Savior 
and Lord Jefu Cbrift. Amen/* 

The other, which I fhall cite, is part of that 
moft admirable fupplication^ entitled, ^ A Prayer to 
to be faid at the Houre of Death.* And I befeech 
God, that Mr. Wefley, Mr. Sellon, and myfelf, 
may be enabled, at that important aifis, to expire, 
under the full impreflEion of the gr4QQus £;ntiments 

witll 



with which it is fraught, " I, wretched finner, give 
,ahd fubmit myfelf wholly to thy moll blefled mil : 
and being fure^ that the thing cannot perifli, which 
is committed unto thy mercy, willingly now I leave 
this firaile and wicked fle(h, in hope of the refurrec* 
tion, which, in better wife, (hall reflore it to me 
againe. — I fee and knowledge, that there is, in my« 
(elfe, nohelpe of falvation: but all my confidence, 
hope, and trufl, is in thy mofl mercifiil goodnefle. 
I have no merits, nor good workes, which I may 
alledge before thee. Of finnes, and evill workes, 
alas ! I fee a great heape. But, through thy mercy, 
I truft to be in the number of them, to whom thou 
wilt not impute their fins ; but take and accept me 
for righteous and jufl, and to be the inheritour of 
cv«rlafJ:ing life. — Thou, merciful Lord, wafl born, 
for my fake ; thou diddeft both hunger and thirfl, 
for my fake ; thou diddefl preach and teach, thou 
diddefl pray and fafl, for my fake ; thou diddefl 
all good workes and deedes, for my fake : thou fuf- 
feredft mofl grievous paines and torments, for my 
fisJte; and, finally, thou gavefl thy mofl precious 
body to die, and thy blood to be fhed on the croffe, 
for my fake.— Let thy blood cleanft and wafh 
away the fpots and foulnefs of my finnes. Let thy 
rightebufnefs hide and cover mine unrighteoufneffe. 
Let the merites of thy pafiion and blood, bee the 
fatisfadlion for my finnes." 

VIU. If ever there was a Calviniffic confefiion of 
feith fince the world began, the two Helvetic, or 
Swifs confefiions (the ftnallcr, drawn up, A. D. 
1536, the larger, A. D. 1566.) have a right to be 
fo termed. Even the vindicator of Mr. Wefley*s 
minutes will hardly, I fhould imagine, venture to 
coated the dodrinal Calvinifm of thofe excellent 
Creeds, which do honour to the anceflors of his 
Proteflant countrymen. 

. In that valuable coUeftion, entitled. Corpus d 
fyntagtna Confejl^omm Fideiy which comprizes the 
fcjwral Qonfmons of Bdth avowed by aHi tS^vt "^xc^- 
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tcftant churches (atnong which (tonifeflians, the 39 
articles of our otvn church fhine with a luftre as 
bright as any) ; the Helvetic fyftem leads the van: 
in a (horbpreface to which, the editoi* (p. 4.) affirms, 
^hat the laft^ and larger of the two was *^ fubfcribed 
by the divii^s of Zurich, Bern, Shaffhaufen, St» 
Gall, Grifoniiy, Bafil, Bienne, and Geneva;'* and that 
•♦ The Church of England, the Church of Scot- 
land, the reformed churches in France, all the 
Dutch churches, together with many of the Pro» 
teftant churches in Poland, Hungary, aod Ger- 
many, teftified their approbation of the faid Hel- 
vetic confeflion (/)/* What I quote this paflagc 
for, is, to prove, that the Church of England, after 
its reftoration by queen Elizabeth, acknowledged 
its approbation of the doftrines contained in that 
thoroughly Calviniftic declaration of faith : which 
ipprotwition our church would by no means have 
teftified, had not her own principles been as 
thoroughly and confefledly Calviniftic, as were the 
principles of the faid Swils churches. 

Objeft not, that the truth of this circumftancc 
refts on the authority of the foreign compiler of the 
Syntagma Confeffiomm. For the very fame circum- 
ftance is affirmed, and in ftill ftronger terms, by a 
moft refpe£table Englifti hiftorian. His wards arc 
thcfe, under the year 1566. "There was lately a 
confeffion of faith, fet forth by Bullinger and others, 
for the churches of Helvetia : which our church did 
then heartily confent to and own. This I take» 
from the pen of one that well knew, viz. Grindal 

(/) " 5cd qnum illa [fcil. primi confcff. Helvet.] brcvior cflct, 
gravidirois de caafis accuratiiis fcripta fuir. A. D. 1 56^. Cut 
Tigurini. Bernenfcs, Shaffufiani, Sangallenfes, Rhceti, Myllhi« 
fiani, Biellcnfes, item Genevcnfes, fubfcripferunt. Eandem & 
comprobarunt ecclefiae An^liaB, Scotiae, Gallia?, Belgii omnes: 
Polonicae, quoque, Hungancae, atque GerxnamcaB ccclcftae multae." 
— Chartisia, confdT. Uel?* prse&u— Apod Synugou Coafefs. 
Sdit. Geo. i6i2» # 

V. ^ [at 
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^at that time] bifliop of London [and afteniv^ards 
archbilhop of Canterbury] : for there is a letter of 
his, to the faid BuUihger, wherein among other 
things fpeaking of our church [i. e. die Church of 
England's] affairs, he [the bilhop] (hewed, how that 
Xnany did endeavour to bring into the [EnglilhJ 
church a dodtrine different from that pure and fin* 
cere profeffion which was embraced by the churches 
of Helvetia : But [added the good prelate], ad hunc 
ufque diemy cum vefiris ecckfiisj vefiraque confejjione nuper 
^dttdyplenijftmi confentimus [k) :" i. e. ' down to this 
very day, we [viz. we bifhops and clergy of the 
Church of England] do perfeftly agree with your 
[i. e. with the SwitzJ churches, and with your con- 
teffion of faith lately fet forth/ 

Is the reader defirous to fee Jt'fpecimen of the 
Helvetic confeffion ? He (hall have it. The whole 
i$ very long : conlifting of no fewer than thirty Sec- 
tions, or chapters. It is drawn up with wonderful 
candour, piety, and judgment. The fixth chapter 
treats of Divine Providence : concerning which, it 
thus fpeaks : " Every thing whatever is deftined of 
God to feme certain end, or purpofe. He it is, who 
hath ordained, both its commencement, and the 
means by which the end (hail be attained. The 
heathens, indeed, attributed things to blind for- 
tune, and to precarious chance : but St. James di« 
reds us to fay, If the Lord will, weMl do this or 
that. So fpeaks St. Auftin : all things whatever, 
even thofe things not excepted, which, to us vaiii 
mortals, feem to come to pafs rafhly and without 
dc(ign ; do, in reality, ^ccomplilh nothing but the 
command of God : for at his command it is, that 
they come to pafs at all (/)." 

Tht 

(i) Strype*8 Annals, vol. H. p. z ^4. chap. 48. 

(/) ** Deus enim, qui culibet rci (bum deftinavit finem, iaet pniN 
pipium, & media^ per qu^ ^d finem ufque pcrvenitur, ordinatit. 
£;}impi fortuDisefes attribuuucciEc^i & iucerto cafui, S. Jacobot^ 
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The eighth chapter treats of original fin : and 
juftly oblerves, that, " When God is, in Scripture, 
faid to blind, to harden, and deliver men over 
to a reprobate mind ; the meaning isj that God 
doth fo, in a way of jufl judgment, as a righteous 
judge and avenger. Moreover, as often as Scrip- 
ture affirms GcSd to be the worker of any evil, it 
docs not mean that evil is not of man's own com- 
mitting ; but that God, by his juft judgment, per- 
mits evil to be wrought, and doth not hinder it» 
tho* it be in^his power to hinder it if he fo pleafed* 
Or, it may be underftood thus ; that God makes 4 
good ufe of men's evil actions } as he did of the 
fins committed by Jofeph's brethren {m).^^ 

The ninth chapter treats of free-will. Part of it 
mns thus : " The regenerate are aftive^ as well as 
poflive, in their choice and performance of what \% 
good^ For they are afted upon by God, in order 
to their doing what they do (»).**— Again : " The 
will itfelf is not only changed by God's holy fpirit ; 
but is alfo furni(hed with ability, freely to will and 
do that whicli is good («)•" 

4, non vdU ut dkamiis, hodid et ens in illam orbem pcofiekceiinic 
et negociabimur : fed addit, pro eo quod aicere debueritis* Si Do* 
minus voluerit, &c. Et Auguftinus : omnia qux vanis videntur in 
ierum natnra temerc fieri, non fkciunt niii verbum ejus: quia noa 
£ttnt, niii juiTu ejas."—— Coniefs Helvet. Apod ojntagro* 

{m) ** Proinde, qaando dicitor in Scripturis Deus indurare, ex 
caccare, 8c tradere in rcprobum fenfum ; intelHgendum id eft, 
qu5d judo judico Deus id faciat, tanquam judex ic ultor juftus. 
Jjenique, quotiefcunque Deus aliquid mali la Scriptura facen^ di* 
citur atque videtur, non ideo dicitur« qu6d homo malum nonN fa^ 
ciat ; fed quod Deus fieri finat, & non prohibeat, jufto fuo jiidi* 
ck), qui prohibere potuiiiet, fi voluiflet. Vel> qu6d malo bominpni 
bcn^ utatur ; ut peccatis fratrum Jofephi/' — IbuL p. 27* 

(«) *' Duo obfervanda tSit docemus : primum, regeneratos, ia 
Doni ele^ione Sc operatione, non tantum agere pafliv^, fed aflivd* 
Agontor enim ^ Deo, ut agant ipfi quod agunt." — Ibid. p. 29. 

(0) ** Voluntas ipfa nontantdm mucatur per fpiritum ; fed etiam 
iofiraitur faculutibus^ ut fpontd vcUt & pofiit bonum«*'—. Ibid. 

^. I fhaU 
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I (hall only add another paragraph, from the tenth 
chapter, which treats of God's predeftination. " God 
hath from eternity, predeftinated, or eleded, freely, 
and of his own abfolute grace, without any refpeft 
of man [i. e- without any refpeft of man's good- 
nefs']* the faints whom it is his will to fave in Chrift : 
^ccordin^ to that of the Apoftle f Eph. i.^, God hath 
chofen us in him, before the foundations of the 
world. And, again : Who hath faved us, aiid call- 
fd us with an holy calling, not according to out 
works, but according to his own purpofe, and grace, 
which was given us in Chrift, before the eternal 
ages, but is now made manifeft by the appearing of 
our Saviour Jefus Chrift [2 Tim. i. 9, 10] (/>)."— 
So fpeaks the Helvetic confeflion : with which, tho 
Church of England doth fo " perfeftly agree/* 

IX. Something has already been faid, concerning 
what is commonly called bifliop Ponet's catechifm, 
drawn up in the reign of king Edward VL The 
lame famous catechiun will fupply us with an addi-' 
. tional proof of the continued Calvinifm of our 
church, under the reign of queen Elizabeth • For, 
that catechifm was not only revived, but enlarged, 
in the year 1562; and allowed by the fame identi- 
cal convocation, which refettledour 39 articles upon 
their prefent footing. That I may not feem to ad-^ 
vance any thing rafhly, I fliall, as ufual, produce 
the authorities on which I go. 

" One confiderable thing more paiTed the handfc 
of this convocation : viz. The catechifm in Latin^ 
for the ufe of fchools, and alfo for a brief fummary of 
religion, to be owned and profeffed in this reformed 
church. And this is the lame with that which i^ 
commonly known, to this day, by the name of No- 
well*s Catechifm. The occafion was this. Upon 

(/ ) *' Dens, ab seterno, predeftinavit, rel elegit, liber«^ et mera 
fill gntUl, nallo hominum refpedlu, fani^os, quos vult falvos facerq 
in Cnrifto: juxtaillud Apoftoli, Deus elegit no9» &c. £t iteninOf 
^iii ialvoi fecit nos, &c. — >Ibid. p. 30* 31* 
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fecretary Cecil's advice, Nowell, dean of St, Patil^s, 
drew up a catechifin in elegant Latin : yet making 
much ufe of the catechifm let forth towards the lat* 
ter end of king Edward's reign. This, when the 
dean had finiftied, he dedicated to the fame fecre-* 
tary who fet him on work. And the ckrgy of the 
convocation thought fit to perufe it : and, having, 
well confidered it, and making fome correftions, 
gave it a more public charafter, as proceeding from 
them, and fo allowing and approving the ufe of it. 

" This catechifm lay in Cecil's hand for above a 
year J and then was returned to Nowell again, 'with 
fome learned man's notes : remaining with him, 'till 
1570, And then it was called for again, by both 
archbiftiops, in order to the publifliing of it : and, 
by Cecil's confent (to whom it was dedicated before) 
being dedicated now by the author to the two arch- 
bilhops and the bifliop of London, by name, and to 
all the reft of the bifhops, it was printed. And 
printed again, 1572. And again, 1578. Bearing 
this title, Chrijiiana Pietaiis prima Inftitutio^ ad Ufitm 
Scholarum Latine fcripta. This catechifm was tranflat* 
^d alfo, by the fame dean's procurement, into Eng*^ 
lifli and Greek, for the ufe alfo of young learners. 

" This catechifm feems to be the fame with that 
fet forth a month or two before king Edward's 
death, and licenfed and recommended by the faid 
king's letter fet before it. For the two perfons that 
hold the dialogue, in both catechifms, are magifter 
and auditor. In that letter, it is faid to have been 
written by a certain pious and learned man ; and to 
have been, moreover, diligently peruled by certain 
bifhops, and other perfons of learning, to whom the 
king had committed it. And (it was) likewife the 
fame (catechifm) which, in queen Mary's -firft con- 
vocation was much quarrelled with'* (And no won- 
der; for Popery CaJvinifm are but wet friends) j 
** and, laftly, which the Popifli bifhops brought with 
them^ when they came to Mi\ Philpot's examina^ 
mL'. tion : 



tJoa: which Philpot (the arch-deacon and martyr, 
pf whom before), 'very probably, was one of thofe 
learned men in convocation, that king Edward had 
committed tlji^ catcchifm to their perufal of." Poor 
Mr. Wefley lixQughj:, I fuppofe, tiiat he had long 
agp taken leavctof bifhop Ponct*s ghoft ; but we fee^ 
the ghoft is fo unceremonious as to appear apiin : 
My, enhances the terrors of its appearance, by ftalk- 
ing hand-in-hand with additional ghofts ; even the 
ghoiis of Philpot, Cranmer, Ridley, and other 
" certain bifhops and learned men*' of king Edward's 
convocation. But I return to the hiftorian. 
* " It was thought fit (namely, in the reign of Eli- 
zabeth) that minifters fhould convcrfe in this cate- 
chifm, and learn true divinity from it. But this 
fixne [viz. fome of the rigid Puritans], conceited 
of their own learning, afterwards thought much of* 
Thus Thomas Cartwright, in his Admonition, com- 
{Gained, that now, minifters, like young children^ 
muft be inftruded, and learn catechifms : where, ia 
the margin, he placed thefe words, minifters of 
London enjoyned to learn Mr. Nowell's catechifm* 
To which, thus (arch-bifliop) Whitgift (made an*^ 
fwer): That catcchifm, which you, in derifion, 
quote in the margin, is a book fit for you to learn 
iXio. And I know no man fb well learned, but it 
may become him to read and learn that learned and> 
neceflary book. Such was the efteem of this cate* 
chifin, upon its coming abroad, that, at fome vifita* 
tion, as it feems, in London, the reading of it was. 
recommended to the minifters : and that with good 
seafon ; having paffed the fynod. 

** Let me add, that, many years after, concerning 
Ihis catechifm, thus it was writ by a great bifhop- 
(Cowper, bifliop of Winchefter), in anfwer to (a 

pamphlet entitled) Martin Mjr Prelate. For a 

catcchifin (faid the bifhop), I refer them to that 
which was made by the learned and godly man, Mr. 
Nowell, dean of St. Paul*s ; received and allowed bv 
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the Church of England, and very fully grounded ttA 
eftabllfhed upon the word of God. There may yott 
foe all the paurts of true religion received ; the di&* 
culties expounded ; the truth declared ) the conu{K 
tions of the Church of Rome rejefted (fj ." 

Thus do not only the ghofls of kii^ Edward's 
bifliops, and of queen Mary's martyrs; but tht 
ghofts alfo of (^ueen Elizabeth's prelates, and of the 
whole convocation which pafled the book of articles; 
unite with the ghoft of John Calvin, to frighten the 
vaunting Mr. Wefley and the cjuaking Mr. Sellon, 
Both the knight and the fquire are haunted by 
the mercilefs train, who are perpetually holding up 
Ponet's catechifm to view. 

But that catechifm, though materially, was not 
cxaftly, the fame with Nowdl's. So, at leaft, I 
learn from the annalift ; for I have never been able 
to procure a fight of dean Nowell's edition. But, 
that the Calviniftic doftrines fufFered no injury noT 
amputation, by paifing through the hands of that 
learned editor, and of the convocation of 1562, 1 am 
fully fatisfied. Should it be aiked, on what grounds 
X am convinced that thofe doctrines continued with 
full force to predominate in Nowell*s improved edi- 
tion ? My anfwer would be, let us attend to what 
Heylyn himfelf obferves, concerning Nowell's cate- 
chifm. From whence an additiomd advantage will; 
alfo arife : for the quotations from it, which the Ar* 
minian brings, will remedy, in fome meafure, the 
inability I am under of quoting it myfelf. 

" It is objefted," fays Heylyn, •* that Mr. Alex- 
ander Nowell, dean of St. Paul's, who was prolocu* 
tor in this convocation, maintaineth in his cate* 
chifm a doftrine contrary to that which the Armi* 
nians, as fbme call them, do now contend for: andl 
that it is not to be thought, that he and others, en* 
gaged with them in the fame convocation, were . 

(f) StiTpc's Aimal8, foLi, p» jji, jjj, 354. 

either 
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*itJiiil''fo ighorant, as not to know what they put in^ 
to the r39l articles ; or fo infatuated by God, [as] 
te put in things quite contrary to their own juilg-^ 
thenti : which being fiippofed, or took for granted, 
we are direded to his catechifm, written in the Eng- 
Hfli tongue, and dedicated to the two archbifhops.** 
The fum of the argument is this. The felf-umi 
bifliops and clergymen in convocation, who revifed 
And allowed the XXXIX articles as we have them at 
this very day ; did alfo revife ahd allow NowelPs im- 
proved edition of Ponet's catechifm : and the faid 
iioufes of convocation cannot, with any ftiew of rea- 
fon and juftice, be fuppofed to have been either fo 
' ignorant, or fo infatuated, as to approve two con- 
trary' fyftems of religion, at one and the fame timftl 
Confequently, the Calvinifm of the catechifm is ari 
additional argument that the articles are Calviniftic j 
and the Calvinifm of the articles is an additional ar- 
gument to prove the Calvinifm of the catechi&i. 
Say not, that this kind of reafoning is circular, and 
flierefore inconclufive. For, as contraries are often 
ikimitted to illuftrate each others fo may cor- 
rtlates. 

Heylyn found himfelf extremely hampered by the 
above argument : which indeed proved a circle, that 
hemmed him tightly round. His fubfequent con- 
ceffioQS, and fubfequent twiftings, demonftrate, that 
tftis was a circle which, on his own Arminian prin- 
ciples, he knew not how to fquare. For his twift- 
ings, I refer my readers to his book itfelf. But his 
conceffions ment a place here. 

He confeffes, that the two following paffages are 
a part of Nowell's catechifm. •* To the Church do 
all they properly belong, as many as do truly fear, 
Jhonour, and call upon God, altogether applying their 
minds to live holily and godly, and with putting all 
tlieir truft in God, do moft affuredly look for the 
bkffednefs of eternal life. They that be ftedfaft, 
ftable, and conftant in this faith, were chofen arvi 
''V0L, II. (6) K a^i^o\Ti\.^^ 



I^S State of Calvitiifin 

appointed, and (as we term it) prcdeftinate; to tiii« 
fo great felicity." The other paffage which Heylyn 
cites is : " The Church is the body of the Chriftian 
commonwealth : that is, the univerfal number and 
feUowlhip of the faithful, whom Gpd, . through 
Chrift, hath, before all beginning of time^ appoint- 
ed to everlafting life/* 

Heylyn obferves, that thofe paflTages have been 
alledged from Nowell*s catechifm, " to prove tliat 
Mr. Nowell had no communion with Arminians." 
•And what fays Heylyn in anfwer to this? He was" 
forced to acknowledge the juflnefs of the inference • 
which he does, in tne follpwing remarkable words. 
** To fay truth, he [i, e. Noweil] could have no 
communion with the Arminians, as fome pleafe to 
call them, though he had defircd it : Arminius bcr 
ing not borji, or but newly born, when Mr. Nowell 
wrote that catechifm. And Mr. Nowell had been 
dead fome years, before the name of an Armiruaa 
had been heard in England (r)." 

So much having been faid, concerning this good 
man's catechifm ; it may not prove difagreeable to 
the reader, to be informed of fome particulars, rela- 
tive to the good man himfelf : which I have there- 
fore fubjoined, in the note [s) below, 

X. The 

{r) This, and the preceding quotations from Heylyn, occur k htt 
Mifcell. Trades, p.^ r99. 

(j) " Dr. Alexander Nowell was born, A*D. ijio, of a knightljr 
family, at Read, ifi Lanca(hire. At thirteen, he was admitted of 
Brazen-Nofc, Oxford : where he took his batchelor's, mafters, and 
doAor*s degrees, and obtained a fellowfhip. He was, fucceffivcljr, 
ichooUmafter of WeftmiRftcr, canon of Weftminftcr Abbey, canoa 
of Windfor, and dean of St. Paul's. 

** He was To fond of filhing, that his pifture, kept in Brazen'^ 
Nofe college, repref«nts him furrounded with his hooks, lines, and 
other apparatus of the fame fort. During the reign of Edward VL 
he diftinguiihed himfelf much, as apromoter of the rroteftant religion* 
But after the acceffion of Mary, while Nowell indulged himfelf ia 
his favourite amufement of catching fifhcs, Bonner was catching of 
Nowel], fuid deliffned him for the Ibamt^es : whither he had cer« 
uinly been fent^ had not a fikod of NoweU'a fafel/ conveyed him 

beyotd 
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X. The great, the general, the juft alarm, oc- 
cafioncd by the furreptitious publication of fuch books 
(which now and then made fliift to fteal from the 
prefs) as tended to countenance the doftrines of 
man's free-will, and the poflibility of finlefs perfec- 
tion in this life; is another glaring proctf, how totally 
thofe corrupt tenets were then fuppofed to deviate 
from the pure fyftem of the Church of England. 
Let one example ftand for feveral. 

** The free-will men," fays Mr. Strype, under the 
year 1581, " at this time, gavefome difturbance by 
theif doftrine. And now they had procured Cafta-* 
He's books to be printed here, or brought over 
iither (/).'• This Caftalio was, by birth, a French- 
man : extremely poor, but very learned and ingeni- 

bejond ilie feas. Without offence {hp Fuller), it may be remeni« 
hmd, that Nowell, after one of his fifhing expeditions, happening 
to leave a bottle of ale in the grafsi he found it fome days after, no 
bottle, bat a gun, fo loud was the found at opening thereof : and 
thb is believod to hare been the original of bottkd ale in thia 
kinigdom. 

** Queen Mary being dead, and Elizabeth having afcended the 
duone, Nowell nstumed from Germany to England, and was the 
firft of the exiled Proteftants, who, on that happy change, revifited 
their native country. Soon after his arrival, he was chofe memb<5r 
of Parliament for a borough in Cornwall ; but his eledlion was de- 
dared void, on account of his being in deacon's orders^ 

'* Elizabeth quickly raifed him to the de^nry of London ; and 
(adds Dr. Fuller) for his meek fpirit, deep learning, prildence, and 
piety, the then parliament, and convocation both, chofe, enjoined^ 
and trafted him to be the man to make a catechifm for public ufe; 
fuch an one, as (hould ftand as a rule, for faith and manners, to their 
pofterity. For thirty years together^ he preached the firft and laft 
Mnnons in liCnt, before the queen ; wherein he dealt plainly and 
ftithfully with her, and yet never incurred her difpleafure. He was 
a learned man ; charitable to the poor, efpecially if they had any 
thing of the fcholar in them ; and a great comforter of affiled con-* 
iciences. He died in 160a, aged more than ninety years. But, 
Uke another Mofes, his eyes were not dim, nor did he ever make ufe 
of fpedacles to read the fmalleft print. A man of mod angelical 
life ; a great defender of juflification by faith alone^ and yet a great 

mdticer of good works." Wood's Athcfiae, i. 271. Fuller's 

Wordiys« p. 11;, & ejufd. Church Hid. book x. p. 4. 
{r} Suype's Annals, vol. iiU f% 69. 
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ous. Though he always continued a layman, be 
was yet a perpetual dabbler in divinity : his peculiar 
notions in which, he fought to obtrude upon other 
people, with much bigotry, and (bmetimes with 
little decency. While he kept within any tolerable 
bounds of moderation, he experienced a generousr 
and afFeftionate patron in Calvin : but, by degrees,^ 
his impatient, dogmatisdng zeal put him upon running 
to fuch blafphemous lengths againft predeftination, 
as obliged Calvin to turn him adrift. Such, how- 
ever, were Calvin's benevolence and candour, that, 
if Caftalio's own account is to be relied on, he was 
difmifled from Geneva with a very favourable at* 
teftation to his charafter. Retiring to Bafil^ he,, 
obtained a Greek profellbrfhip : and died there, in, 
1563. His profefforihip was far from yielding 
him a maintenance. It is even faid,. that he ' was 
forced to divide his time between ftudy and manual: 
labour. His mornings were appropriated to litera- 
ture : his afternoons to digging, like a common, 
workman. But all would not afford him and his. 
numerous family a competent fupport* He wanted 
neceflaries to the very laft. Hence his melting com*' 
plaint, to an opulent friend : you diftill your oyl. 
but by drops, into my lamp. How difcommendable 
foeverhis heterodoxies might be deemed, the reflcc* 
tions of candid pofterity muft for ever bear hard OIv^ 
the learned men of that age, for fufFering a perfbn. 
of Caftalio's fine acquirements to languifli under the 
preiTure of fuch complicated difficulties* 

When the writings of this clafiical free-wilier be- 
gan to appear publicly in England, the friends ef owr 
eftablifhed Church took immediate alarm. Among 
thefe, was Sir Francis Knollis, treafurer of the 
queen's houfhold : " who," fays Strype^ " thought 
it highly convenient to have the book featched for„ 
and the reading of it hindered (1^)/* With this. 

iu) Sttyftp M Aiylr» 
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View, he wrote a letter to the lord treafurer, and to 
the earl of Leicefler. His letter feems to have had 
the intended effeft. It ran thus : 
** My very good lords, 

" Your hablenefs and readinefs to do good, in 
thefe perilous days qf traiterous praftices both againft: 
God and againft her majefty, doth embolden me to 
prefiime to remember your good lordChips, that, by 
your good means, order may be taken, that the 
true authors and fiivourers of the fetting forth of 
Caftalio's book, with the {x) abufes of the biihop of 
London in that behalf, may be diligently examined 
and bolted out : that, the hypocrify therein ufed, 
being known, the peftilent doftrine thereof may be 
the mere foundly fuppreffcd. For it feemeth to me, 
that thefe free-will men, or Anabaptiftical fedlaries, 
do follow the fame fcopes that the deified men of 
the Family of Love (afterwards known by the name 
of Ranters) do follow : laving that the fame perfec* 
tion whidi the Family of Love do pretend to obtain 
by virtue of Jove, the fame perfedion do Caftalio's 
fedtaries pretend to obtain by the virtue of faith {y). 
But it is not by faith, in beUeving to be faved in the 
merits of Chrift; but by a faith, in believing that 
every man is able to fulfill the law of God ; and 
that the caufe, why men do not fulfill the law, is 
the want of this Caftalio's belief. Now both thefe 
fefts [i, c. both the Familifts, or Ranters j and the 
followers of Caftalio] do feiTe the turns of the 
Papifts : as all free-wiU men, and jufticiaries, or juf- 
tifiers of themfelves do* Yet, this difference is be-, 
twixt the Papifts and thefe fedtaries (I do mean 
touching their practices here in England) : for thefe 

Ix) It k very obfcrvcabie, that, in Aofc days, all the frce-willera 
were, to a man (fo far as appears), open revilers of the Chorch of 
England, and virulent dcfamers of the bifhops. (y) Mr. 

Wefley has improved upon the plan both of the Ranters and of Caf- 
talio, by aiTociating the principle of each. The Methodiftical per* 
jGe^on pietends to he compofed of faith and love together. 
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fedtaries [1. e. the free-will men and pcrfe&ioniftB] 
^re more hypocritical, and will fooner deny their 
doftrines and affertions, to avoid puniftimcnt, tha^. 
the Papifts will. 

" London, September 29, 1581 (z).** 

Such were the fentiments, then entertained,' coji^ 
cerning the poifonous nature and dangerous ten-i? 
dency of the principles advanced by the frce*wiU 
men ! 

XL Mr. Sellon's impertinence obliges me to re- 
peat a very remarkable incident in the Religious 
Hiftory of. queen Elizabeth's reign, which I have 
had occafion to mention in a former (j) publication: 
namely, the cafe of Thomas Talbot, parfon of St-c 
Mary Magdalen's, in Milk-ftreet, London. This 
Talbot prefented a petition to the bifhops and 
clergy aflembled in convocation ; which petition fet 
forth, that the faid parfon Talbot, and fome private 
perfons who concurred with him in opinion, were 
*' mightily cried out againft" by the members of the 
Church of England, becaufe the faid Talbot and his 
affociates believed that God doth only foreknow, 
but not predeftinate, any " evil, wickednefs, or fin/' 
For thus beheving, the petitioners complained, that 
they were " efteemed and taken, of their brethen 
the Proteftants, for fautors of falfe religion ; and are 
conftrained, hitherto, to fuftain at their hands, daily, 
the (hameful reproach and infamy of free-will men. 
Pelagians, Papifts, Epicures, Anabaptifts, and ene- 
mies to God's holy predeftination and providence ; 
with other fuch like opprobrious words ; and threat- 
nings of fuch like, or as great puniihments and cor- 
reftionSj, as, upon any of the aforefaid errors and 
feds, is meet and due to be executed.*' The pe- 
titioners nejct entreat, that they may enjoy their 
opinion of ^ God's not being the author and predefn 

(z) Stiype, o, f. p. 70, (a) Sc^ my Chufch Vindicate^ 

fioip Arnodnianifai. 
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tinator of man's fin and damnation/ ^^Witliout any 
prejudice or fufpicion, to be had towards them, of 
the opprobrious infamy of fuch heretical names 
above named : and,, that none of thofe correftions, 
punifliments and executions, which the clergy hath 
m their authority already, and hereafter, by the 
authority of this prefent parliament, from henceforth 
(hall .have in their authority, to exercife upon any 
of the aforefaid errors and fefts, or any other ; fhafr 
in no wife, extend to be executed upon any manner 
of perfon or perfons, as do hold of predeftination as 
is above declared: except it be duly proved, that 
the- fame perfon or perfons do, by their exprefs 
words or writings, affirm, or maintain, that man, of 
his own natural power, is able to think, will, or 
work, of himfelf, any thing that (hould, in any cafe, 
help or ferve towards his own falvation, or any part 
thereof (^)." Hence, among feveral other conclu- 
fions, I inferred, and ftiU infer, that our Proteftant 
biftiops and clergy were, in Elizabeth's reign, more 
highly Calviniftical, than, perhaps, the Scripture 
ittelf will warrant : for they roundly affirmed God to 
be the author both " of man's fin and damnation :" 
•i— That fuch perfons, as did, not hold this, were 
looked upon as " differing from the refl" of our 
Proteftant Church-men :— That thofe few people, 
who fuppbfed God " not to be any caufe of man's 
fin and damnation," were ** mightily cried out 
igainft," by the main body of our reformed Church, 
as- ** fautors" or favourers " of falfe religion:"— 
that " free-will men" were ranked among " Pelagians, 
Papifts, Epicures, Anabaptifts, and enemies to God's 
holy predeftination and providence : — that, to be 
called ** a free-will man," was looked upon m a 
•' fhamefiil reproach" and ** opprobrious infamy :" 
—yea, that a free-wilier was deemed " heretical ;" 

(i) See the whole of this memomUe petition, ia Stiypt'i Anoali, 
fob Ab« 1561, yoL i* chag. 28* p. 33i*-*i33% 

K 4 and 
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^d not only fe, but expofed to tihe ^^ corre<%ioiii« 
punilhments, and executions*' of the civil m^f- 
trate : — that the few oppofers of predefUnation were 
then both more modefr, and more orthodox (or^ 
rather, lefs heterodox), than the gei^eraljljty of our 
modern Arminians. More modeft : in that the 
Milk-flreet parfon only requeued a bare toleratioa 
for himfelf and hi^ Semipekgian brethren ; which 
requeft argued both a conlciourners, and an acknowr^ 
ledgement, that he and they diffented from our 
eftablifhed Church, ^ore orthodox: in that, as 
we have feen from the very phiafeology of their owa 
petition, they were leady to confent, that any ecdc-, 
fiaftical cenfure or civil penalty (hould be inflided 
on fuch of their number, as (hould ^^ affirm and 
rnaint^in, that man, of his own natural power, is 
able to think, will, or work, of himfelf, any thing 
that (hould in any cafe help or ferve towards his own 
falvation, or any part thereof.*' I, therefore, aik^ 
again; where is now the Arminian, who would 
make fuch a conceflSon ^ this ? Nay, where is now the 
Arminian, who does not (liffly maintain the very 
reverfe ? From whence I infer, that our new Anti* 
calvinifts are as much degenerated from the decency 
even of their Pelagian for<p-fathers, as thofe Pelagian 
fore-ftthers were degenerated from the purity of the 
Proteftant faith in general, and from that of our own 
national Church in particular. 

And now, what fay Meff. Wefley and Sellon, by 
way of ^wer to my argument for the Calvinifin of 
the Church of -England, drawn from the tenor of 
the above-cited petition ? Inftead of anfwering, the 
aftoniffied Arminians deftant as follows : " Good 
God ! To what a pitch of tyranny and wickednefs 
was the Calviniftic fa&ion gotten, in Elizabeth's 
days !-^It is plain that Dr, Heylyn fays true, when 
he tells us. It was fafer for any man, in thofe 
times, to have been looked upon as an heathen or 
publican, than an Anti-calvimft, This (hews, what 

a deplorable 
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ft deplorable ftate the Churth was at that time in : 
reformed— from bad to worie ; from Popifli fuper- 

ftition to Odviniftic blafphemy. Thefe bifhops 

and clergy" [viz. the bifhops and clergy in the con- 
vocation of 1562;, to whom Talbot's petition was 
prclcnted ; who were alfo the very identical bilhops 
and clergy that then fettled the prefent liturgy, and 
framed the prefent XXXIX Articles of the Church 
of England], "Thefe bifhops and clergy were a 
company of (illy men, to fay no worfe(r).*' The 
Church is much obliged to Mr. John and his man 
Wat, for their complaifance to her. Unhappily, 
however, for themfelves and their caufc, they Have, 
in the ferment of their fcurrilous heat, unwarily fet 
their feal to the whole of the argument I plead for. 
They acknowledge (who could ever have thought 
it ?) eVen John Welley and Walter Sellon do, them- 
felves, acknowledge, that the Church of England 
Was ^* reformed from Popifh fuperftition to Cal- 
viniftic" principles ; and that, in good queen Befs's 
golden days, when Galvinifm had no harm in it, 
" it was fafer for any man to have been looked upon 
as an heathen or publican, than an Anti-caivinifl.** 
Granted. And what is this, but the very point for 
which I contend (^) ? 

[c) Sdlon, f. C9, ^6, 97* {d) The compliment, wliidi 

this brace of Methodifts pais 00 the bifliops, Sec. 'who threw our 3a 
arddes into their prefent form : viz. that *' they were a company of 
iilly men, to fay no worfe" of them ; yea, (p. ^6) that the (aid 
bifhops and clergy were •* an herd of penecutors ;" reminds me of 
anotber very elegant compliment ofiered» by the faid brace, to the 
memories of thpfe great and good men who tranflated the H0I7 
Scripture into Englilh verfion now ufed : viz. that they were *' blun* 
itten and blafphemers" (p. no). And yet, one of thefe railers^ 
viz. Mr. Wcflcy himfelf, tells us, in the preface to his wretched 
bundle of plagiarifms on the New Teftament, that diere is fometlung 
iq the very di^on of our Englifh tranflation, which is, in his efti- 
mation, peculiarly venerable. That is, blunders and bUfphemies are, 
in Mr* Ws judgment, peculiarly venerable. I (hould have imagined 
as much, without his information : they being, literally two fpecies 
of commodities, in which he drives a larger traffic dianany other 
Uunder*a)ercb|int this ifland has producedf 
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XII. I muft repeat another inftancc, than which 
it is hardly poflible, perhaps, to alledge an incident 
more ftrong, ftriking, and Gonclufive, in favour of 
the abfolute Calvinifrn of the Church of England : 
I mean, the advice, offerecj and recommended by 
q|ueen Elizabeth's bifhops themfelves, that " Incor- 
rigible Arians, Pelagians or free-will men, be {^nt 
into fomc one caftle, in North Wales*, or Walling- 
ford; and there to live of their own labour and ex- 
ercife ; and none other be fufFered to refort unto 
them, but their keepers : until they be found to 
repent their errors («?).** 

This moft remarkable paper of advice is thus in- 
troduced by Mr. Strype : " Another thing alfo was 
now drawn up in writing, by the archbilhop [Par* 
ker], and bilhops, for the further regulation of the 
inferior clergy. This paper confifted of interpreta- 
tions and further confiderations of certain of the 
queen's injunftions, for the better direftion of the 
clergy, and for keeping good order in the church. It 
was framed, as it leems to me, by the pen of Cox, 
bifliop of Ely ; and revifed by the archbifhop (/).'* 
**-Iuet jt be noticed, that dean Nowell's catechifm, 
together with the " fecond book of homilies, as we 
have them at this day in our homily book (^),'* 
was compiled and publifhed ; as alfo the " articles of 
faith to be fubfcribed to by minifters, and the form 
of declaration** [i. e. the declaration of conformity 
to the liturgy and rites] ** to be by them openly 
ipoken and profeffed; were likewife framed," 
about {b) the fame time, and by the felf-fame bi- 
fhops who advifed the queen to fhut up all incor- 
rigible free-will " men in fome one caftle in North 
Wales, or Wallingford." 

From my former Vindication of the Church of 
England, permit me to tranfcribe a brief remark or 

(r) SccStrjrpe's Annals, vol. I. chap, xvii, p. 214. 
If) Strype, 0. f. p. 2ij, (^) Strype, u* C p. 216. 

{h) Stiyjclbid, 

two. 
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two, which I then made, on this extraordinary ad- 
vice offered by queen Elizabeth's bifhops and clergy 
in convocation affembled. I obferved, ^I do not 
quote this mortifying paragraph [mortifying indeed, 
to Arminians and Arminianizers], from any appro- 
bation I entertain of the expedient recommended : 
for I abhor every thing that even looks like perfe* 
cution, for principles merely religious. But I can- 
not help deducing two conclufions from this curious 
portion of our ecclefiaftical hiftory. ift, That free- 
will men were confidered, by the Church of Eng- 
land, when in her purity, as fome of the moft dan- 
gerous recufants (he had to grapple with : elfe, (he 
would never have advifed the confining of them in 
a remote prifon, where none (hould be permitted to 
have accefs to them, their keepers only excepted. 
— 2dly, That free-will men were, at that time, very 
few in number ; otherwife, " One caftle,'* however 
l5)acious, would not have been thought large enough 
to contain them. I heartily congratulate our prc'* 
fent, free-willers, on their living in an age of 
liberty. 

And I ftill congratulate them, with the utmoft 
lincerity. Among which congratulated number, I 
include even Mr. Wefley and Mr. Sellon. Had the 
tdvice of the epifcopal bench been followed, and 
had it continued in force to this day, Mr. Wefley, 
inftcad of ranging the three kingdoms, like a bird of 
pa(rage ; would have been caged on the dreary fum- 
mit of a Welfti mountain : or, compelled to fix his 
neft in fome hole of Wallingford Caftle, muft have 
beat time to the mufic of the winds. The mclo- 
dious Mr. Sellon, likewife, inftead of improving 
and raviftiing the public with his mellifluous notes, 
mull have followed his mafter to the coop : and 
warbled his harmonious woes to the dull, dark, 
damp, folitary walls ; or whittled his penfive (trains 
. to the owls and to the batts. — I mean if thefe two 

Arminianfi 
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Arminians had ftood to their principles : of which 1 
Hand in much doubt. 

I am glad the fweet fingers are at foil liberty to 
hop from fpray to fpray in purfuit of flies, tho' I 
cannot wifh them a large capture. And whereas I 
had reafonably and naturally inferred, that free-* 
wijlers were once very few in number, from the 
Icircumftance of a fingle caftle's being deemed fuf- 
ficient to hold them all'; I am well pleafed that the 
laid nightingales (hould have it in their power to 
counter-aft my inference with this fage objeftioti 
\p. 39.) : to wit, that "One caftle would have held 
all the avowed Proteftants in England, in queen 
Mary's days.** But this happens to be a miftake. 
For, tho* many Proteftants fled, as opportunity of- 
fered, into other countries; yet, the multitude of 
thofc that remained was fo great, that Mary's Po- 
pifh bilhops were tired, and her Popifh adminiftra* 
tion wereafhamed, of the imprifonments, the fuffer- 
ings, and the flaughters, by which her deteftablc 
reign was diftinguiftied. — Let Strype teftify, whe- 
ther •** One taftle would have held all the avowed 
Proteftants in England.** That authentic hiftorian - 
affirms, that, in London only, "The Tower, the 
Fleet, the Marfhalfea, the King's-bench, Newgate, 
and the two Counters were full of them (r).*' It 
was even computed, that no fewer than twenty 
thoufand perfons, who had been, from the very firft, 
bigotted Papifts ; were, during the perfecution, con- 
verted to Proteftantifm, in the courfe of one twelve- 
month only ( d ) .— — A very elegant and mafterly 
hiftorian, now living, confirms the falfehood of Mr. 
Sellon's conjefture. " The patience and fortitude, 
with which the martyrs for the reformation Sub- 
mitted to their fufFerings ; the heroic contempt of 
death, exprefled by perfons of every rank, and age,' 

(/) Ecclcs. Mem. vol. Hi, li i/^o. [i) Ibid, p. 285. 
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and (ex ; confirmed many more in the Proteftant 
fiiith, than the threats of their enraged perfecutors 
could frighten into apoftacy. The bufinefs of fuch 
as were entrufted with the trying of heretics, grew 
upon them, and appeared as endlefs as it was 
odious. The queen^s ableft minifters became fenfi- 
ble, how impolitic, as well as dangerous, it was, to 
irritate the people by the frequent fpeftacle of pub^ 
lie executions, which they detefted, as no lefs un- 
juft than cruel. Even Philip was fo thoroughly 
convinced of her having run to an excefs of rigour,i 
that he affumed a part, to which he was little ac- 
cuftomed ; becoming an advocate for moderation 
and lenity (^).'*— — In fuppofing therefore, thatl 
** all the avowed Proteftants in England, might ia 
the days of Mary,'' have been comprehended in 
•* one caftle ;'* Mr. Sellon ralhly eftimates the in- 
t^ty of the martyrs, by his own :' but he (hould; 
remember, that they were confcientious ^Calvinifts^ 
and himfelf is a prevaricating Arminian. 

On the whole, it follows, that one caftle would 
sot have held all the profefled Proteftants in queea 
Mary's reign : But that one caftle would have held 
all the Proteftant free-willers in the reign of queen 
Elizabeth. 

XIII. The avowed and undeniable Calvinifm oi^ 
thofe prelates, with whom that difcerning princefs^ 
took care to fill the metropolitical fee of Canterbury^ 
during the whole of her reign, fupplies another ar- 
gument, for the palpable Calvinifm of the church. 
Indeed, the fame care was taken of the inferior fees : 
witnefe the venerable Calviniftic names of Sandys,, 
Hutton, and Matthew, archbifhops of York;i 
Aylmer^ and Bancroft, bifhops of London ; Home,. 
Watfon; and Cowper, bifhops of Winchefter ; Cox>, 
Barlow, Jewell, Gheaft, .Babington, Parkliurft,; 

(#) RobertfoB^s Hift« ^of Cbarles V. Book xu toL ir. p. 162. 
•AaTO. 

Young, 
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Young, Scambler, Pilktngton, and many othCfl/ 
who were rather ornaments to the mitre^ than the 
mitre to them. 

I fhould expatiate on too large a field, were I (a# 
I once dcfigned) to enter on the proof, which hif- 
tory affords, of the orthodox principles of thofe and 
the other leading (/) bifhops in that reign. I 
muft, therefore, confine mytelf to the prelates oi 

(/) Let the accomplifhed Dr« Jewell^ bifhop of Saliflmrjr. wBofr 
able defences of the Church of England have (lamped immortalitf 
on his name, ftand as one proof for all, of that thorough*paced 
Calvinifm which was univerfally adopted hy the raluable fatbos 
who graced the right reverend bench, in thofe times of doArioal 

parity. *« God," fays bi(hop Jewell, •• hath chofen yoa from, 

the Mginning. His ele^on is lure forever. The Lord knoweth 
who are his. You (hall not be deceived with the power ar^ fub- 
tilty of antichrift. You (hall not fall from ^race. Yoa (hall noc 
pen(h« This is the comfort which abideth with the faithful, when 
they behold the fall of the wicked; when they fee them forfakie ^le 
truth and delight in fables ; when they fee them return to thdr 
vomit, and wallow again in the mire. When we fee thefe things is 
others, we muft fay, alas they are examples for me, and lamentable 
examples. Let him that ftandeth take heed that he fall not. But 
God nath loved me, and hath chofen me to falvation. His merer 
Ihall go before me, and his mercy (hall follow in me. His mercy (haU 

fuide my feet, and (lay me from falling. If 1 (lay by myfelf, I 
ay by nothine ; I mu(t needs come to ground. He hath 

loved me; he bath chofen me; he will keep me. Neither the ex- 
ample nor the company of others, nor the enticing of the Devil, not 
sny own fenfual imaginations, nor fword, nor fire, is able to 
feparate me horn the love of God which is in Chrift Jefus our. 

Lord. This is the comfort of the faithful.^ Whatfoever falletb 

upon others, tho' others fall and periih, altho' they forfake Chrift 
and follow after andchrift, yet God hath loved yoa and given hiar 
Son for you. He hath chofen you, and prepared you unto falva* 
tion, and hath written your names in the book of life. But how 
may we know that God hath chofen us ? how may we iee thiis 
ele&on? or how may we feel it ? the Apodle faith, thro' fan^fi* 
cation, and the faith of truth. Thefe are tokens of God's de^on. 
•^This [viz. the holy fpirit] comforteth us in all temptations ; and 
beareth witnefs with our fpirit that we be the children of God ; 
that God hath chofen us : and doth love as, and hath prepared us to 
falvation; that we are the heirs of his glorv ; that God will keep 
us as the apple of his eye; that he wfll defend us; and we (haU 
not perj{h."-~Bi(hop Jeweira Expofit. of the Epifties to the TheBa-' 
lonians, p. 145, 144, Lond. i6it. 

Canter*' 
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Canterbury : who were Parker, Grindal, and Whit- 
gift. 

(i,) Dr. Matthew Parker was confccxated arch- 
bifhop, Dec. 17, 1559, in Lambeth chapel. Almoft 
immediately afterwards, his grace received a letter 
from Calvin : which letter he communicated to the 
queen's privy council, who, when they had ferioufly 
confidered its contents, ordered the archbifliop to 
tranfmit their thanks to Calvin for his pains and 
kindnefs. I (hall recite this matter more at large, 
in the hiftorian's own words. 

A letter was fent, this year (1560), to archbifliop 
Parker, ** From the hands of a great divine, John 
Calvin : importing, how he [viz. Calvin] rejoiced in 
the happinefs of England, and that God had raifed 
up fo gracious a queen to be inftrumental in propa* 
gating the true faith of Jcfus Chrift, by reftoring the 
gofoelj and expelling idolatry, together with the 
biihop of Rome's ufurped power. Calvin then 
made a ferious motion of uniting Proteftants to- 
gether> as he had done before (^) in king Ed- 
ward's 

{f) «• The fentiinents of Ae foreign Proteftants concerning t^ 
pident Englilh ftate" [viz. concerning the church and condition 
of England under the government of king Edwaxd VI.] <' defervcA a 
partkolar remark. Ihey took foch great joy and fatisfa^ion in 
this ^ood king, and his eftabiilhment of religion, that Bullinger, 
Calnn, and others, in a letter to him, offereS to make him their 
defender, and to have bifhops in their churches, as there were in 
Sttriand ; with a tender ot their fervice, to affift and unite to^ 
getner." {Strjrpe's Memorials ofCranmer, p. 207.) — -r-Nothing 
could be more wifely, or more benevolently planned/ than thit 
cxoelleBt fcheme. It was, however, fruftrated. And fmftrated by 
wixMB? By the Papifts of that time: who were, to the kitl degree, 
taogand alarmed at the prbfped^ of a general union among the 
li^ormed. The council of Trent was then fitting: fome artful 
nemben of which undertook, by dint of coMufive management, to 
diiconccrt a meafuie fo formidable to the interefts of Rome, For 
thus the hiftorian eoes on: " This" [propofal of Calvin's to king 
Edward and the Qiurch of England] '< nettled the learned at the 
council of Trent, who came to the knowledge of it by fome of 
tbeir privata intelligencers ; and xh^ verily thoaght, that all the 

btieticf • 
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wai'd^s reign. — He [novr] intreated the ai^hbi()K>i> 
to prevail with her majefly to fummon a geoehd 
aflcmbly of all the Proteftant dcigy, wherefocvef 
difpcrfed ; and that a fct form and method [i. e. of 
public fendee, and government of the church J mig^t 
be eftabliflied, not only in her dominionB, but alfd 
among all the reformed and evangelical churdl£9 
abroad* 

This was a noble offer : and the archbifhop footf 

acquainted the queen's council with it* They to^ 

it into confideration, and defired his grace to thanfc 

• Galvin, and to let him know, they liked his propo<« 

ials, which were fair and defirable : yet^ as to idHA 

heretics* as they called them* would now unite among themfilte^ 
and become one body, receiving the fame difcipline exercxfed- te 
England : which if it (honld happeru and they mould have heAS-' 
tical hiihop near them in thofe parts, they concluded that Ronie 
and her clergy would utterly fall« Whereupon were ;fent two of 
tfieir emiifaries from Rotterdam into£n|;land, who were to pittend! 
tfaemielves AnabaptifU, and preach agamft baptizing infanta, and- 
preach up re-baptizlpg, and a fifth monarchy upon earth. And,' 
l3efides this, one D. G. authorized by thefe learned men [i. e, by. 
the Popifh fynod affembled at Trent], difpatched a letter, written- 
la May, 1 549, from Delft in Holland, to two [of the Popifh de- 
prived] biihops [here], whereof [Gardiner bifhop of] Winchefter 
was one; fignifying the coming of thefe pretended Anabaptifts^ and 
that they (hould receive them, andcherilh them, and take their parts,' 
if they ihould chance to receive any checks : telling them, that it waa 
left to them to aifift in this caufe, and to fome others whom tfiey 
knew to be well afibded to the mother church. This letter is lately 
pat in print. Sir Henry Sidney firft met with it b queen Eliza- 
beth's clofet^ among fome papers of queen Mary's. He tranfcribed 
it into a book of his, called, The Romi(h Policies. It came afters- 
wards into the hands of archbiihop Ufher; and was tranfcribed thence 
by Sir James Ware." (Strype, u, f. p. 207, 208). 

The Romiih church had reafon to dread the projedied coalition 
of Proteftants : and the reftlefs intrigues of her emiifaries, who, tm- 
der various charaders and appearances, went about, fowing divx* 
iions, andfeeking to unfettle the minds of the people; doiibtleft, 
contributed much to impede and diflipate the intended falutary 
onion. It would, however, in all probability, have taken eflfed^ 
at the long run ; if the ftate-animofities and factions, which di- 
vided king Edward's court, together with the early death di tlw* 
good king himfelf, had not fuper(eded the excellent defign. ^ 

See more of Crammer's corrcfpondence with Calvin, in Mr* 
Strypc'i above-quoted Memorials, from p. 499 top. 413. 

^ govern- 
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govdrftment of the church, to fignify to him^ that 
the Church of England would ftill retain her epifco- 
pacy {h) :" And it was Calvin's, defire that (he 
might. Nay, that great reformer (as hath been 
already obfcrved) wifhed for the introduftion of 
Proteftant epifcopacy into the reformed churches 
abroad. Witnefs, farther, what Mr, Strype im- 
mediately fubjoins : 

^ ** This was a great work ; and created ferious 
ftoughts in the afchbifliop*s mind, for the framing 
a proper method to fet it on foot : but he had con- 
fidered but a little while of thefe matters, when 
news arrived at court, that Calvin was dead.— How 
Calvin flood afFefted in the faid point of epifcopacy, 
and how readily and. gladly he and other heads of 
the reformed Churches would have received it, is 
evident enough from his writings and epiftles. In 
Us book of the neceffity of reforming the Church, 
he hath thefe *^ words : Talem twbis Hierarchiam exbi- 
heavt, iSc. Let them, give us fuch an hierarchy, in 
which bilhops may be fo above the reft, as they re- 
fiiie not to be under Chrift, and depend upon him 
as their only head ; that they maintain a brotherly 
ibciety, &c. ilf there be any that do not behave 
themlelves with all reverence and obedience toward 
them, there is no Anathema, but I confefs them 
worthy of it (1)." Calvin*s opinion being fo favour- 
able 

(*) Stiype's Life of Parker, p, 69. (/) Life of Parker, 

!»• 6^^ 70.— The hiftorian mentions another very remarkable proof, 
both of Calvin's regard for epifcopacy, and of the nianner in which 
a feeming difference arofe between the plan of ecclcfiaftiral govern- 
iBCDt adopted by that reformer, and the plan of epifcopal £ovem- 
wtBX adopted by the Church of England. A curious oaper, m arch- 
hilhop Abbot's own hand- writing, found among archbifhop D(her's 
manufcripts, apd poblifhed by Mr. Strype, ran as folbws : " Perufing 
fiune papers of onr predeceflbr, Matthew Parker* we find, that John 
Cahrin, and others of the Proteftant Churches of Germany and rife** 

where, would have had epifcopacy, if permitted. And whereas 

Galvin had fent a letter, in kmg Edward the'^VI's reign, to have 
conferred with the clergy of England^ about fome things to this 

Vol. II. (6) L eftft; 
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able to the Englifh epifcopacy, it was no wonder 
that he and the archbilhop of Canterbury were on 
terms of moft friendly and intimate correfpondencc. 

Thd^ 

tffcft ; two fPopifli] bifliops, viz. Gardiner and Bonner,, intercepted 
the fame : where^ Mr. Csdvio's ofierture perifhed, and he received 
an anfwer [from Gardiner and Bonner] as if it had been from the re- 
formed divines of thofe times ; wherein they checked him,' and 
flighted his propofals. From which time John Calvin and the 
Church of England were at variance in feyeral points [refpedi||; 
Church government] : which, otherwife, through God's mercy ^^ 
had been qualified, if thofe papers of his propofals had been difcovef- 
ed to the qoeen's majefty [viz. to queen Elizabeth] during Job* 
Calvin's life. But, being not difcovered until, or about, the fiztb 
year of her reign, her majef!y much lamented; they were not found 
fboner: which (he expiefled before her council, in the preftnceof 
her great friends Sir Henry Sidney and Sir WillialD Cecil*" StrjrpC^ 
Life of Parker, p. 70.— — So wrote that moft refpedable pielaiey 
archbifhop Abbot; whofe evidence may be thus fummcMl up;. 
Calvin's laft letter concerning; epifcopacy, fent to the mling clergy 
of England in the reign of Edward VI. was cniAily inteici^led ^ 
Bonner and Gardiner; who (to qaalh Calvin's frheme for epnomii- 
ing' die foreign Proteftant Churches) forged a fudv, fnaj^ih aniwer 
to Calvin, in the names of the divines to whom nis letter had bctea 
addrefied, but whofe hands it had never readied, Calvin, beinff 
difgufted at the radene^ with which he fnppofed his overtnre haa 
been received here, dropt all thoughts of ma|juo{ any further ad- 
vances on the fuhje^. And thus, had not the ^udulent malioe of 
twp Popiih extinguifhers put out the defign, Calvin had admitted 
the difcipline of the Church of England, with as much zeal and 
heartineis as the Church of England a^ually adopted Calvin's doc- 
trines. — Let me add, that queen Elizabeth's ** much lamentatioa 
before her council," on the deteflion of the above Popifh fraud, 
demonftrated how fair Mr. John Calvin ftood in her majefty'sefteenu 
A very remarkable pafTage occurs, likewife, in the examination 
of Mountagu's Pelagian and Arminian appeal, written by the excel- 
knt biihop Carleton, who had been one of the reprefentatives of the 
Church of England at the ever memorable fynod of Dort* A paf- 
feee, which demonftrates, that the afiedtion of the foreign reformed 
Churches, to a Proteftant and primitive epifcopacy, did not eab- 
pire with the life of Calvin. *' When wee [i. e. wh^n we Engltibi 
divines, who attended that fynod] were to yeeld our confent to th« 
Belgic confeflion at Dott ; I made open proteftation in the fynodct 
that whereas, in that copfeflion, there was inferted. a ftrange coocett 
of the parity of miniders to be inftituted by Chrift,. I declared our dif* 
fent utterly in that point. I (hewed, that, by Chrift, a parity wa# 
never iniBtnted in the Church. — ^And herein I appealed to the jodg* 
meat of antiquiQr, and to the judgment of any learned man noir 

liTing; 
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The truth is, they were reciprocal admirers of each 
other> and agreed no lefs in matters of difcipline 
than of dodrine. 

In the year 1563, Mufculus's Common Places, 
which contain a complete and very excellent fyftem 
ot Calviniftical divinity, were tranflated into En- 
glifh, and the tranjQation dedicated to the faid arch- 
bifliop Parker; Nay, in the opinion of Mr. Strype, 
the arclibifhop himfelf honoured the book with the 
prefatory admonition to the reader, concerning 
Church-difciplinc and ceremonies. " Mufculus's 
Common Places came forth, this year, in folio; 
tranflated out of Latin into Englifli, for the ufe of 
Engliih divines and others, in order to inftrudt them 
in a body of found divinity purged from the errors 
of Popery. The author [viz. Mufculus] was a 
learacd profeflbr of divinity, in Bern, Switzerland ; 
ud jnrckoned among the mofl profound dodors that 
lutd written in the Church of God. The tranflator 
was Mr. Man, head of Merton College, Oxford ; 
who dedicated the book to our archbifhop.'' 
*(Strype*s Life of Parker, p. 150), In this book, 

Sviw; and craved herein to be fatisfied, if any man of learning 
conld fpeak tollhe contrary. (My lord of Salifbary is my witnefle j 
ind fo are aH the reft of onr company, who foake alfo in the fame 
} canfi^) To this th^K was no anfwere made oy any. Whereopon« 
ire CjiMBpei?ed that t^y yeelded to the troth of the proteftation.— ^ 
And fomewhat I can Uy^ of my own knowledge : for I bad con* 
faences with divers of the beft learned in that fjnode. I told them, 
that die canfe of all their troubles [viz. of all the diflentions occafion- 
ei and fooMnted in the Dutch Churches by the Arminians] was this« 
that they had not bylhops among them : who, by rheir authoritse; 
nig^t reprefle turbulent ipirits that broached novelties.-^ — Their an- 
fwere was, that they did much honour and reverence the good order 
and difcipline of the Church of England ; and, with all their hearts 
would be glad to have it eilablifted among them : but that could 
not be hoped for, in their Sate. Their hope was, that, feeing they 
toold not doe what they defired, God would be merciful to them, if 

Ihey did what they could. This was their anfwere. ^The trnthe 

iw thqr groane under that burden [viz. the burden of minifterisl 
' pAiityJ, and would beeafed, if they could. This is well knowne 
to the itft of my aflbciateatherr."*-^— BKbop Carletoa's Examina- 
tion^ &c. p. lit. III. Londi. 1626.' 
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the dodrines of abfolute predeftination and grace 
are wrought up to the higheft ilandard. I have the 
Latin edition by me, and number it among my 
choiceft literary treafures. Let me afk, whether 
the archbiftiop would not only have permitted the 
Englifli verfion of it to be dedicated to himfelf, but 
alio have prefixed to it a " preface of his own," if 
his grace had not indeed looked upon that per- 
formance as, what Mr. Strype juftly terms it, •* a 
body of found divinity ?" 

The extraordinary countenance afforded by the 
fame archbiftiop to the Geneva Bible, is a ftrong 
acceffory proof of his doftrinal Calvinifm. One Mr. 
John Bodleigh began to prepare a new edition of 
that Bible, in 1569, and, ^* applied himfelf to the 
queen's fecretary, Cecil, — But the fecretary fufpend- 
ed giving his furtherance, till he had heard the ad- 
vice of the archbifhop, and the bifhop of Londmi. 
— Both the archbiihop and bilhop willingly gave 
their letters to the fecretary, in Bodleigh*s behalf; 
writing to him, that they thought fo well of the firf^ 
impreffion, and the review of thofe who had fine? 
travelled therein, that they, [viz. the bifhops of 
Canterbury and London] wiftied it would pleajfe 
him [fecretary Cecil] to be a means, that twelve 
years longer term might be, by fpecial privilege, 
granted him [i. e. to Bodleigh], in confideration 
of the charges, by him and his aflbciates, in the 
firft impieflion, and the review fithence fuftain- 
ed(*)." • Thus, thpu^^the Geneva Bible never had 
the exprefs wthority'of the ftate to recommend it, 
it had the approbation of the principal eccleiiaftici 
in the Church of England. 

But the tranilation, called, the Biihops Bible, 
mentioned above, and from which fome ilriking 
cxtnufts have been given ; puts the Calvinifm a 
archbifhop Parker (who had the chief hand in that 

Ji) Stiypc'i life of aicbbilhop Paiker^ p. 2o6» 207. 

verfion) 
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▼crfion) beyond all controverfy. ** The archbifliop 
took upon him the labour to contrive, and to fet 
the whole work a going in a proper method ; by 
forting out the whole Bible into parcels, and diftri* 
buting thofe parcels to able bifhops, and oth^ 
learned men, to, perufe, and collate, each, the 
books allotted them: fending, withal, his inftruc- 
tions for the method they Ihould obferve, and they 
to add fome (hort marginal notes for the illuftration 
or correAion of the text. And all thefe portions 
of the Bible being finilhed, and fent back to the 
archbifhop, he was to add the laft hand to them, 
and fo to take care for printing and publifhing the 
whole (/)." All which was accordingly done,— 
Hiftory records many other proofs of archbiOiop 
Parker's orthodoxy (the modelling of the XXXIX 
Articles, for inftance ; and his concurrence with the 
left of the bifhops, in the propofal for confining 
V incorrigible free-will men," to hard labour and 
difcipline, " in fome one caftle ;*' with various par- 
ticulars befidcs, all tending to the fame point) : but 
the few, already fpecified, fhall, at prefent, fuffice. 
This good archbifhop, dying in 1575, was fucceed- 
cd in the fee of Canterbury, 

(2.) By the learned and pious Dr. Edmund Grin- 
dal : a prelate, in whofe breafl the entire alTemblage 
of Chriflian graces met, and in whofe life every 
moral virtue fhone. A remarkable incident is re- 
lated of him, when a boy. He was, from his in* 
fancy, biaflTed by a ftrong propenfity to literature : 
and ufed to make fome valuable book or other th« 
conflant companion of his folitary walks. Pafling, 
one day, through a field, with his coat or waiflcoat 
buttoned half-way up, and a volume refling in his 
lK)fom, an arrow, from fome unknown quarter, 
lighted on his breafl^ and muft have killed him im- 

(/) Ibid. p. 208, 

L 3 medkubj ^ 
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mediately, if the book had not intercepted the pcinlt 
of the weapon in its way to his heart {m). 

Being tranfplanted from his native county of 
Cumberland, to Cambridge ; he there became fel- 
low of Pembroke Hall ; and, in confideration of hit 
diftinguiflied abilities and merit, was nominated by 
bilbop Ridley to be one of his chaplains ^ his othdr 
two being Mr. John Rogers and Mr. John Brstdfoid^ 
who were both (as was their lord, the bifhop him^ 
felf) afterwards martyred in the reign of Mary, 
Dr. Grindal would, proba^bly, have been baptized 
with the fame fiery baptifm, had not that watchfid 
Providence, whofe care he eminently experienced 
from his earUeft years, enabled him to efcape into 
Germany; where he ftayed till Elizabeth became 
queen. On his retiim to En^and, he was, fucce^ 
fivdy bifliop of London, archbilhc^ of YoA, an4 
at lail of Canterbury, He died A, D, 1583, and 
lies buried in the, chancel of Croydon Church « 
Pious king Edward VI, fenfible of Grindars worth, 
had nominated him to a bifhopric, a little before 
his [the king's] deceafej but Providence referved 
our prelate's advancement, to the more fiwd aAd 
fettled times of Elizabeth, 

His attachment to the Calviniitic principles has 
never^ fo fiwr as I can find, been difputed. Andi 
indeed, his extraordinary zeal for that pure. Pro* 
teftant fyftem, was the reafon why this good arch- 
J>ifhop has been fo malicioufly pecked at, by more 
than one Arminian tradyc^rj particularly, by thif 
infamous Peter Heylyn. . ' 

A perfon need but look into Mr. Fox's ineftinwu 
ble Martyrology, and he will prefently perceive* 
that prcdeftination and its conneded do^ines are 
the threads of gold and fourlet which pervade the 
whole of that performance/ The venerable author 

(m) Stiype's lift of archbifhop Griadal^ p, 4, 

WftS 
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Wfts indebted, for much affiftance in his work, to the 
pains and care of Grindal («). " Many accounts 
of the afts and difputations, of the fufFerings and 
ends, of the godly men under queen Mary, came, 
from time to time, to Grindal's hands : and, as 
they cam€ to his hands, he conveyed them to Fox. 
Nor did he only do this ^ but, withalU frequently 
«ave Fox his thoughts concerning them, and his in- 

Kru<9:iofts and counfels about them. 1 find 

Grindal, foon after Bradford's martyrdom, fending 
Fox his hiftory, together with many of his holy let- 
ters. — Grindal wrote him likewife, that he had a 
great heap of fuch papers : to whom Fox [replied], 
lie doubted not that he would, with the like vigilancy 
and fkithfulnefs, perufe and digeft them. — Indeed, 
Grindal had greater opportunities of knowing Brad- 
ford, and getting his papers, than others [had] : 
they two having been fellow chaplains together to 
[Ridley] the bilhop of London, and to the king 
{viz. Edward VI.], and fellow-prebendaries -of St. 
Paul's ; and I might add alfo^ fellows of the fame 
•college (^)." Doctor Grindal alfo furniftied Fox 
with the accounts of Cranmer, Ridley, and others 
•f the eminent martyrs. By which it appears, 
*^ How eamejft an affiftant Grindal was to Fox, in 
compiling his Martyrology; both by his continual 
counfel, and by fupplying him with materials for it : 
imuch whereof he fent him drawn up and metho- 
dized by his own pen, in Englifli (^).'' 

I have already proved, that Peter Martyr was a 
Calvinift of the trueft dye : and under his miniftry 
it was, that Grindal fat, during the exile of the lat- 
ter in Germany, while Mary fwayed the fceptre in 
England. For, thus wrote Grindal, in a letter to 
the imprifoncd bifliop Ridley : " We [i.e. the Pro- 
teftant refugees] be here difperfed in divers and fe- 

{n) Stripe's Life of Grindal, p. 9« 15. [0) Ibid, p. 18. 
(/J Ibid, p, 2U 
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yeral places. Certayne be at Tiguryc ; good ftu- 
dents, of either Univerfity, a number; very well en- 
treated of Maifter BuUinger, &c. Another number 
of us remayne at Argentine, and take the commo* 
dity of Maifter Martyr's leflbns, who is a very ndta^ 
ble father (?)." 

On his return to England (which was in the very 
next month after queen Elizabeth's acceflion), he 
was one of the principal commiffioners, a|^inted 
to the revifal of the Book of Common Prayer. The 
Calvinifm therefore, of the liturgy, evinces the Cal- 
vinifm of Qrindal, The review of the Common 
Prayer was quickly finiftied ; and it was read^ for 
the firft time after its reftoration, on Sunday, May 
iz, 1559, in the queen's chi^pel; and on the fuc- 
ce^ding Wednefday (May 15), it was folcmnly read 
in St. Paul's church, after a prefatory fermon, 
preached by Grindal. 

No reader, at all v^rfed in the Hiftory of the Re- 
formed Churches, need be told, that the famous 
Jerom Zanchius fubfcribed to fome Lutheran pe- 
culiarities, concerning the Lord's Supper, under cer-. 
tain falvoes and reftnftions of his own framing, and 
which he explicitly avowed. On this occafion, 
Zanchy wrote to his old friend. Dr. Grindal, then 
biftiop of London. " Grindal anfwered Zanchy's 
letter, in one dated in Auguft [1563],. from Ful- 
ham: wherein he [bifbop Grindal] fignified, that, 
for his own part, he attributed fo much to 
Zanchy's piety and prudence, that he had a good 
opinion of all his aftions ; efpecially, fince he had 
the opinion of fuch a learned man as Calvin, in 
what he had done. This, the bifhop faid, much 
confirmed him : being apt to attribute much to his 
[i. e. to Calvin's] judgment." The excellent pre- 
late concluded with commending Zanchy to God, 
^* Who, he doubted not, would give him a mouth and 

{f) Ibid* p* 12* 
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-wifdom which the adverfkries of the truth could not 
refift(r)," 

In a foregoing [s) part of this work, I have taken 
ibme notice of one Juftus Velfius, a Dutch frte- 
willer, who, A. D. 1563, made much noife in Lon- 
don. He was, what would now be called an Ar- 
miaian-perfeftionift, " The bifhop of London 
[Dr. Grindal] was concerned with this man, both 
as he was of the Dutch congregation, and had made 
difturbance there, over which our bifliop was fuper- 
intendent ; as alfo becaufe his opinions came as far 
as the ears of the court. For he [Velfius] pre- 
fumed in the month of March, to write bold letters 
to the fecretary [of State] ; nay, to the queen her- 
;felf : fuperfcribing to the queen, ^proprias mams: 
fending withall his book unto them. Which he 
did, alfo, two months before, to the bilhop : avowing 
it to be by him conceived and writ from the en- 
lightening of the fpirit of Chrift. 

*• The bilhop therefore thought very fit, and that 
upon the fecretary's advice, to write fliortly fomc 
animadverflons upon it [i.e. upon Velfius's hetoro- 
doxbook]. Therein he [the bifliop] obferved, 
I. That he [Velfius] fet forth no confeflion of faith, 
as he ought ; but prefcribed a rule, according to 
which he would have all confciences to be tried. 
Nor was there any mention of faith. And that he 
craftily paffed over juftification by faith ; and what 
be thought of the powers in man, and free-will, and 
what concerning works. (2.) That, in thofe things, 
it was moft certain, he had, in foreign parts, defper- 
ately erred, and difquieted men's confciences, and 
taught matters contrary to orthodox doftrine ; and 
that there were witneffes then in England of it (/).'* 
Befide the tenet of free-will, and juftification by 
works, wherein the bifliop afiirmed this Pelagian to 
have " defperately erred j" there were feveral other 

(r) Stiype'sLife of Grindal, p. 76. (s) Sec above, Scdl. 6b 

F* 'P5# (t) Stiypc'( Life of Grindal, p. 92, 
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monflrous <^inions, for which that able prelate it^ 
verely cenfured the faid Velfius : fuch as the doc* 
trine of a two-fold regeneration, to wit, of the out* 
ward man,* and *the inward ; and that a believer is 
godded into God. But the bifhop's judgment, con- 
' rcrning Velfius's mad tenet of fii^efs perfeftion, dc- 
ferves particular notice : ' " Hence it appeared, why 
he [Velfius] had faid before, we are that which Chrift 
is, and Chriftians are gods in men : becaufe he had 
a mind to affirm perfection, which he feigned to be 
in a Chriftian, and that all Chriftians were gods, 
that is, free of all fpot and fault. Which arrogance, 
how deteftable it is, there is no pious man but fees. 
— He could not more openly rejedt the doftrine of 
faith, and the remiffion of fins,, and fo fet up a new 
gofpel («)." Nothing could be more wild^ and re- 
mote from truth, than Velfius's corrupt doftrines : 
nothing more fober, found, and fcriptural, than 
good bilhop Grindal's Calviniftical animadverfions.-^ 
fnconclufion, Velfius was " Cited before theeccle- 
fiaftical commiffion ; where the bifhop of London 
fDr. Grindal], and the bilhop of Winchefter [Dr. 
Home], and the dean of St. Paul's [Dr. Alexander 
NowellJ, conferred roundly with him, expofing the 
errors of his book before mentioned: which he 
ftubbornly endeavouring to vindicate, they at laft 
charged him, in the queen's name, to depSrt the 
kingdom (ac).'* — This was the fame Velfius, with 
whom Calvin himfelf had held a public difputation^ 
concerning free-will at Frankford, in 1556 (^). I 
will not venture to fay, that another divine (named 
Home), who likewife difputed againft Velfius at the 
fame place, in the fame year, and on the fame fubjeft, 
was our Englifh Dr. Home, afterwards the bifliop of 
Winchefter, juft mentioned : tho', to me, it feems 
extremely probable. Certain it is, that bifhop 
Home was then an exile in Germany, for the Pro- 

(«) Ibid, p."93i (x) Ibid« {y) B^lc, vol.v. p. 450. 
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ieftant faith ; and that he continued fo, all through 
the reign of queen Mary (z). 

Another evidence of Grindal's Calvinifm prefents 
itfeify under the year 1566. ** Theodore Beza» 
lale affiilant to Calvin, and now the chief miniftcr 
of Geneva, made a prefent, this year, to bi(hop 
Grindal of his annotations on the New Teftament : 
and the fame reverend fether [i. e. the biftiop], foon 
after, fent him [i. c. fent Beza] a letter thanking 
him for the book; and withall a gratification. 
What it [i, e. what Grindars prefent to Beza] was, 
I cannot tell : perhaps, it was the biftiop's pifturc, 
or his rii^. But Beza called it, Longe maximim 
gratiffimimque tut fon/Ao^wtor, i. e. A very great and 
moft acceptable remembrance of himfelf, which he 
would keep for his fake. The bifliop, in his letter, 
had much commended his [Beza*s] annotations, as 
accurate and learned: but Beza modeftly declined 
thepraife, and added, that then they might feem 
fuch as the bifhop had charadbcred them, when they 
(hould be critically corre&ed by him, and by luch 

learned men as he {a). How "much'* foever 

the bifhop ** commended" Beza*s annotations, 
hardly any llrain of commendation could exceed the 
merits and value of thofe admirable notes ; or the 
learning, judgment, and piety, of that eminent fu- 
pra-laplariAn writer. 

Geneva, tho* never epifcopized fince its reforma- 
tion from Popery, was neverthelefs regarded and 
cheriflied by queen Elizabeth, by her ftatefmen, 
and by the Englilh bilhops, as a lifter-church, har- 
'monimg with our own, in doftrinals; tho' not 
conientaneous to it, in ceremonials. Some time in 
the year X581, that famous Proteftant dty had like 
to have been enllavcd by an enterprizing Popifh 

(«) •« Ubi [\ti Geraiania, Tcil.], Maria Tegwmtc, vixeratinex- 
jlio." Godwin. De Praefulib, Angl. p. 238, 
ia) Strypc'iLifeof Grinda)^p« 112. 

neighbour 
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neighbour (the duke of Savoy) ; but was relieved 
by a feafonable acceffion of forces from the Swifs 
Cantons. The expences, however, to which the 
neceflary preparations for defence had put the citi- 
zens, obliged them to have recourfe to the benevo- 
lence of other Proteftant communities. Amongft 
tlie reft, England was applied to, through the inter- 
vention of the queen's ambaffador in France, and 
of good Dr. Grindal at home. The ambaflador's 
importunate letter, written, on this occafion, to Sir 
Francis Walfijigham, fecretary of ftate, may be read 
in Strype {b). The matter being laid before the 
queen, her majefty and privy council difpatched cir- 
cular letters to all the bifhops of England, defiring 
them •* To promote a liberal charity upon this oc- 
cafion, through their fcycral diocefes :*' and ftyling 
it " a needful fervice for the church (r)." — The 
queen and council farther obferved, in their letter to 
each biftiop refpeftively, that the town of Geneva 
feemcd to have " Deferved the fruits of Chriftian 
C(xnpaffion, by former courtcfies and favours, (hew- 
ed to fandry her majefty's fubjefts, during the late 
perfecution in qticen Mary's time : wherein, as they 
Ihall render charity for charity, and give good de* 
monftration to the world, that, in their wealth and 
peace, they are not carelefs of the afHiftions of Jo- 
feph ; fo (hall you give us caufe to think, that you 
not only care, as m Chriftian compaflion you are 
bound, to relieve the prefent diftrefs of that poor 
town, which, thro* God's goodnefs, hath ferved, in 
this latter age, for a nurfety unto God's church ; 
but alfo to fatisfy this our requeft : to the end we 
may continue that good opinion we have of your 
lord(hip(rf)." 

Thus was Geneva confidered as a ** nurfery to 
God's church;" and her diftrefles were termed|, 
" the affliftions of Jbfeph/* — A letter, iffued, fooh 

(h) U. n p. 278. (c) Stiypc, Ibid. X79. (/) Ibid. p. 280. 
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after by archbilhop Grindal, as metropolitan, to the 
prelates of his province, breathed the fame fpirit of 
tendemefs and brotherly affeAion for the faid city 
and church of Geneva. " Confidering,*' faid his 
grace, " that under her majefty, and their lordfliips of 
her mod honourable privy council, the immediate 
charge of the province doth appertain to me; and, 
cfpeciallj, of the cl6rgy ; and the confideration of 
this pitiiul relief, tending to the defence of fo nota* 

bic and fincere a church ; 1 thinke it my part 

and bounden duty, to recommend the furtherance 
oi fo good a caufe to your Iprdlhip {e)*' 

I am not infenfible, that this excellent primate has- 
been rtialicioufly charged with leaning to puritanifm : 
which charge, were it proyeable, might go far to- 
ward invalidating that branch of my argument for 
the dodtrinal Calvinifm of the church, drawn from 
the doArinal Cjilvinifm of thisher good archbilhop. 
But by whom is the bill filed againfthim? Chiefly, 
by that hiftoric knight of the poft, Peter Heylyn i~ 
a writer, who had long taken a final leave of truth, 
whenever it ftood in his way ; and who was quite 
petrified to every feeling of ftiame. There are ac- 
. cumulated proofs, that Grindal was rather a bigot 
to the conftitution and difcipline of the church, 
than that his attachment to either was lax and cool. 
Inftances occurred, in the courfe of his adminiftra- 
tion, wherein his zeil, for the exteriors of our ec- 
clefiaftical fabric, out-weighed, perhaps, that due 
proportion of moderation and temper, which he has 
been felfely reprefented as poflTefling to an extreme. 
A (hort teftimony, or two, from judicious and dif- 
paffionate writers, (hall, at prefent, fuffice to fup- 
port the remark now made. Should future occa- 
cafion require more folid proofs, I can carry my ap- 
peal to fome prolix, but moft conclufive and incon- 
teftablefafts. 

{e) Ibid, p. 1%U 
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Dr. Grindal had» at firft» his fcruples refpeSbfi^ 
conformity. But *tis no Icfs true, that he did not 
awrcept of preferment in the church, ^tiU thofc fcni- 
pies were Iblved to the fatisfadiou of his own mind. 
The fatis&ftory folution of which fcruples ren^re4 
him, afterwards » (I will not fay, a fiercer, . but) a 
much warmer churchman, than if he had conform- 
ed, hand over head, without previoufly examining 
matters for himfelf. 

<* Upon his firft coming over from Jbis exile,; 
qi^een Elizabeth being poflefied of the crown, when 

Erefermeht in the chui'ch was to be laid upon him,, 
is dread of Popery created him fome demur in ac- 
cepting the fame : fearing to comply with the very 
appearances and (hadows of it, in the habits and 
fome other rites appointed, *till he had fatisfaftibn, 
partly by ferious confideration with himfelf, and 
partly by the advice of certain foreign divines; 
chiefly Pet^r Martyr and Henry BuUinger, men of 
the greateft learning in divinity that age afforded.-'— 
And therefore, afterwards, when fome, for thefe ex- 
ternal matters in religious worlhip, made feditions, 
and brake the churches quiet; he [Grindal] thoi^ht 
himfelf bound, as a faithful and careful overfeer of 
the church of Chrift in England (when all his mild 
perfuafions and arguments proved ineffedual), to 
profecute the refufers, and to ufe the feverer methods, 
warranted by the. laws, againft them(/).— — His 
zeal and affeftion to the ftate of tte reformed 
Church of England (hewed itfelf, as on every occa- 
fion, fo, particularly, in endeavouring to? 'reclaim 
thofe they ftiled Precifians and Puritans; who, for 
fome few ceremonies, made a breach in Chriftian 
communion. The* his fpirit was eafy and com- 
plaifant, and liked not of rigour ; yet, when he (aw 
that no other means would bring them to obedience, 
he approved of reftraint : efpecially of the heads of 

(/} Stxype*! Life of Giindal, p« 295, (/) Ibid. p. 302* 
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the fa6tion; whom he filled, fanatical and incura- 
ble (^)/* Even Collier, it feems, vindicates our 
prelate from Heylyn's charge. " He was,*' fays 
j[eremy, " no negligent governor, nor a perfon of la- 
titude, or indifference for the ceremonies of the 
church (/&)." In the judgment of the famous lord 
Bacon, Dr. Grindal was " the greatcfl and graveft 
prelate of this land (/)." And, amidfl all the infults 
he fuffcred from his con-temporary afperfors, and all 
the malicious dirt with which his venerable memory 
has been pelted fince his deceafe ; it rexieds no fmaU 
ray of honour on his name, to add, that he had 
*' A great refpeA to Calvin, Luther, Melanfthon, 
Bucer, Peter Martyr, Bullinger, ^anchy, and the 
reft of the pious foreign reformers (^)." 

(3.) Dr. John Whitgiftf iucceeded Grindal, iit 
the metropolitical chair, A. D. 1583, He was a 
prelate of great abilities, and of warm piety ; found 
m the faith, and very zealous for the church. If 
any branches of his conduct tended to fhade, in 
Ibme degree, the brightnefs of his acknowledged 
virtues; the extreme rigour which the non-confor- 
miils experienced at his hands, and the perpetual, 
iacenfe of profufe adulation which he feldom failed' 
to offer at the fhrine of fecular power, feem the mofl 
(perhaps, the only) vulnerable parts of his charac-* 
ter. — And yet, on one hand, truth obliges us to 
confefs, that fome, among the then Puritans, were 
perfons of the mofl intraftable and exafperating per- 
verfenefs, whofe feparation from the eflablifhment 
was formed on the narrowefl principles of prejudice^ 
and whofe outrageous zeal againfl the hierarchy and 
ceremonies of the church tranfported them beyond 
all bounds of moderation and decency. While Pro- 
teftants, agreeing in dodbinals, were thus biting 
and devouring one another, about ritiials; Rome^ 

(g) Ibid. p. 302. (b) Seethe Biog. DiA. roL ▼!• p. 157* 
\i) Strypc, u, f. p. 300, {k) Stiypc, Ibid^^p. 307. 
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the common enemy to both, laughed and cnjoycid 
the fport. — On the other hand, let it be remember- 
ed, in extenuation of Whitgift's lavifli complaifancc 
to the court, that he lived under the jealous eye of a 
high-fpirited queen, who was conftantly on the watch 
for every occafion of ikrcwing up her ecclefiaftical 
fupremacy to the utmoft height. 

Strong, and numerous, are the evidences of this 
archbifhop*s orthodoxy. I Ihall briefly feleft a 
few. 

Some time in the reign of Elizabeth, one Peter 
Baro, or Baron, born at Eftampes, a city of Gaf- 
tinois, in France, thought proper to vifit England, 
in quality of a Proteftant retiigee. A protefter, 'tis 
true, he was : for he had not been long fettled at 
Cambridge, before he publicly entered his proteft 
againft (bme eminent doftrines of the church efta- 
blilhed, which had fo generoufly (heltered him in 
her bofom. 

Our Univerfities were, at that time, like our mo- 
narchs, defenders of the faith. Cambridge was all 
in alarm, at the heterodoxies vented by the French 
divinity profefTor. Complaint was made, that he 
*' Taught the Popifh doftrine of the co-operation 
of faith and works to juftification : that he laboured 
to make men believe, that the reformed church's 
dodtrine was not fo differing from Popilli doftrine, 
but that, by diftinftions, they might be reconciled : 
with other ftrange matters, which they" [viz. the 
complainants, who were the heads of the Univet^ 
fity] " looked upon as damnable errors ; ■ being 
the highway, not only to Popery, but to Athe- 
ifm (/)." 

Dr. Fuller {m) gives us fome other prc^ofitions, 
maintained by Baro : which propofitions, tho* mo- 
derately orthodox (at leaft, the heterodoxies were 
fo decently wrapped up, as to elude a fuperficial 

(/) WocJd'i Fafti^ r. 74!. («} Hift. pf Camb. p. i4f. 

eye). 
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tyfe,), ^^re deemed of ambiguous cohftruftion, and 
therefore branded in due fealbni 

The tranfadVions at Cambridge, relative to Baro, 
could not lOh^ efcstpe biftiop Whit gift's notice* This 
wakeful and dilcerning guardian of the church ap-» 
pears to have been doubtful of Baro, from the firft 5 
and never to have rightly relifhed the unfufpefting 
patronage, afforded, by lord Burleigh, to that art- 
ful foreigner. The event proved, that Whitgift 
could better fee into church matters, with one eye, 
than Burleigh could, with two. The good pre- 
late thought, among other particulars, that Baro 
was not 10 tight a predeftinarian, as the Church 
and Univerfities of England then expefted a di- 
vinity-profeffor to be. Whitgift, fays Mr* Strype, 
had his " Objeftions againft Baro, for fome tenets, 
differing, as was thought, ftom the tme doftrine 
of the decrees of God concerning the final ftate of 
man (k).'* Nor did his lordJQhip prove miftaken. 

It was not 'till the year 1595, that Baro ventured 
to Unmafquc his batteries againft the eftablilhed 
doftrine of pfedeftination, in his fermon ad cUrunii 
This fermon gave vaft and deferved offence, both to 
the church and to the court of England : for not only 
the bifliops and the leading clergy were difpleafed, 
but, as Mr. Strypc exprcfsly affirms, " The queen 
alfo (hewed hcriclt particularly angry with Baro, in 
fome difcourfe (he had of thefe matters with the 
archbifhop (0):" to whom her majefty juftly ob- 
ferved, that Baro, " Being an alien, ought to have 
carried hLtnfelf quietly and peaceably in a country 
where he was 10 humanely harboured, and where 
both he and his family had been infranchifed (/)).'* 
The archbiftop, tho* he equally difapptoved both 
the Pdagianifm and the contentious proceedings of 
Baro, caadidly endeavoured to foften the queen's 

in) Strype't Life (|f Whitgift^ p. 94^ [•) Life of Whitg« p. 

464. ip) Ibid. p. 46;. 
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refentment againfl him; and was probably tEi^ 
means of reftraining it from falling with weight oo 
the JFrcnch delinquent's head. 

Baro and William Barrett diffii^ifted them* 
felves, about one and the fame time, as oppofers of 
predeftination, in the Univerfitf of Cambridge ? 
and Heylyn himfelf gives us to nnderftand, uiat 
they, and one Harfenct, were the firft FYoteftant 
divines, fince the Reformation, by whom the-Calvi* 
niftic fyftem was publicly attacked. Mr. Tindal^ 
the hiftorian, has the fame remark ; ♦* Tlie predef^ 
tinarian controverfy" [i.. e. the controverfy agitated 
againft predeftination j " was begun in- i595> hf 
Barrett, fellow of Caius College,. Cambridge, who 
preached againft Calvin's doftnne of predeftination^. 
&'c. for wmch he was cenfured by thelJniverfitjrt. 
and forced to retraft in St. Mary's church. He 
was afterwards fent to Lambeth, andlr&atnined be- 
fore archbiftiop Whitgift ; wha Enjoined him to 
confefs his errors, and not tei^ch the like doftrine^ 
for the future : but he chofe rather to quit the Uni*^ 
verfity fand openly declare himfelf a Papift: beyond 
fea].. This gave occajSon f^ the famous Lanibeth 
articles : in which the Calviniflical fenfe of predef* 
tination, election, and the other controverted points^ 
is ftrongly afferted; and to which the. fcholars in- 
the Univerfities were fbidly enjoined to coni- 
form (j)." t • 

Tho* Whit^fii, as already obferved,. geneioufly 
interceded with the queen, in behalf of Rsiro's per- 
fon ; yet was he warmly difpleafed with the innova- 
ting infolerice of that pragffHitical Frenchman, who^ 
prefuming tod far on the tendernefs and moderation 
with which he had been hitherto forborne,- dared»; 
at length, to broach the following doArines; whicb^. 
being too grofsly Pblagian £&r any further tolenu^cei, 
raifed a ftorm againft him,, that all his craft and in-^ 
tereft could never afterwards compofe* 

if) CQatia^oTRi^iA'^Hift, yoU iii. 1^1280. 
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^^ l)oiruity Deum omney i£ Jinguhs^ ahfoktd vbbmtati^ 
itd vitam atemain creaffe. 

** Volmtatem Dei duplictm ijfe^ v/a* antec^dentem^ 
iS confequentem. Antecedenie qmdfm voluntate, Deum 
Ueminem rejecijfe. 

" Chrijiwn fMthmm ejfepro omnibus i^Jingidis. 

" PromiffuMs Dei ad vitam univerfales ^ : fs? aque 
peSare ad Caitmn ^ Abelemy Efavum atque Jacebum^ 
Judam tUque Petrum $ (sf Cainam non magis a Deofuiffi 
re/eSim^ yuam Abetem^ antequamfe exckjerat (r)** 

That IS t " God created all and every individuai 
of mankind, with a real will to fave them. 

** The will of God is twofold : antecedent, and 
confequent. God leprobates no man» by his will 
of antecedence. 

" Chrift died fot all and every mdividuil of the 
human race. 

<* God's promifes, refpeding eternal life, are uni- 

Verfal : and were made eqxially to Giin and Abel^ 

. to Efati and Jacob, to Judas and Peter* Nor, 'till 

Cain excluded himfelf, was he any more tejeAed of 

God, than was Abel/^ 

Thefe were the four monftrous propofitions, for 
which Baro was profecuted in the vice-^chancellor's 
court. In an a^e, when even a ilack predefHnarian, 
or an Half-Calvmift, was ilarted at, as a (hocking 
phsenomenon } a grofs free^willer^ a palpable univer-^ 
lalift (who preached up an ignorant, a dependent, 
a ctifappointed, and a changing deity, as an object 
of rational worfhip), might well be fhunned and 
exclaimed againfl, as a 

MMfirum borrendum^ informe^ i^g^f^y cuihminadempium. 

Lord Burleigh was then chancellor of Cambridge. 
Partly, through his lordfhip^s bad (tate of health at 
that time, which would not permit him to treat 
Umver£ty matters with his ufual attention; and, 

{t) SUff^i Lifeof Wlii^j p. 470. 
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partly, from a principle of compaffion to the hetefo- 
dox foreigner as a foreigner ; Baro was not (as Bar- 
rettj the Englilh Pelagian, had juft been) violently 
difplaced, but allowed to refign. The archbi(hop, 
however, in a previous converfation with him, took 
him feverely to tafk : of which his grace gave fomc 
account, in a letter to Doftor Goad, the vice-chan- 
cellor ; in which letter the archbilhop informed 
Goad, " That he was very forry that Doftor Baro» 
notwithftanding all the advertifements [or admoni-: 
tions] which had been given to him, and his [i. e. 
Baro's] faithful promife made to him [i. e. tohimielf 
thearchbifliop], did neverthelefs continue his trouble^ 
fome courfe ot contending. That he [the archbifliogl 
had, of late, by Dr. Neville, fignified to him [toBaro^ 
how hardly her majefty had - been informed againft 
him for thefe caufes : and how unfit it was, that he, 
being a ftranger, and receiving fuch courtefy and 
friendfhip here, of good will, ami not for any need 
we had of him ; (hould be fo bufy in another comr 
monwealth, and make himfelf as it were author of 
new ftirs and contentions in this church. That at 
his laft being with him, he fthe archbiftxop] {hewed 
to him \to BaroJ the proportions [i. e. the Lam* 
bcth articles], and demanded his opinion of every 
one of them feverally, and that at two feveral times c 
and altho', the latter time, Baro feemed to make 
fome frivolous and childifti objedions againft fomc 
one; or two of them only ; yet did he confefs that 
they were all true, and that they did not impugp 
any of his affertions (j)." 

What a frontlet of brafs muft Baro have poflef- 
fed, ere he could go about to face down archbifliop 
Whitgift with this moft gigantic of untruths, that 
none of his {i»e. of Baro's) affertions were impugned 
by any thing contained in the Lambeth articles} 
No other pcfeble overftrain of falfehood can tiaa- 

(0 Stiypc'8 Whitgift, p» 41(8, 469. aU plun, 
kL fcend 
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Jbend the enormity of this. I know but of one, 
that can any way pretend to come up with it : viz. 
die declaration of thofe modeft Arminians, who af- 
Ann, that there is nothing in the XXXIX Articles, 
which any way impugns, the do6trines of Pelagius 
and Van Harmin. — The fellow, who averred, that 
he once drove a ten-penny nail through the moon ; 
and his companion, who added, that he remember- 
ed it very well, for h^ himfelf ftood on the other 
iide, and clinched it ; were but dwarfs in the art of 
audacious falfification, when compared with Baro 
the firil, and with thofe numerous fwarms crf^ mo- 
dern Baros, -who have, fince, fo plentifully over- 
spread the i^e of the Church of England. 

The moil important of Baro's " affertions," as 
he called them, for which he loft his preferments, 
have been already fpecified. Let the reader only 
compare thofe affertions, with the Lambeth articles ; 
and he will immediately perceive, with what modefty 
and veracity, Baro would have perfuaded the arch- 
hifliop, that there was no contrariety between the 
two fyftems. • 

The articles of (/) Lambeth {fo called, becaufe 
drawn up at Lam^beth palace, under the eye, and 
with the affiftance, of archbifhop Whitgift himfelf ; 
' in concert with Bancroft ^ then bilhop of London, 
afterwards tranflated to Canterbury ; together with 
Vaughan, bifliop of Bangor ; Tindal, dean of Ely ; 
Dr. Whitftker, the queen's divinity-profeffor; and 
other eminent dignitaries of the church ; the articles 
of Lambeth, ^drawn up, as aforefaid, by thefe great 
prelates and divines) exhibit alfo an irrefragable 
4)roofof the primate's Calvinifm. Tranflated into 
Englifh, they run thus. ' 

** I , God hath, from eternity, predeftinated cer- 
tain perfons to life; and liath reprobated certain 
jperfons unto death. 

(/) For a fuller account of thofe articles, 9ind the occafion of 
iJKm, Ax my CbixtA viodicated from Acmioiuufin. 

M 3 ** ^.TV^ 
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" 2. The mcrving, or efficient canfe ©f predeftt* 
nation unto life, is not the foreBght of faith^ or of 
perfeverance, or of good works, or of any thing 
(hat is in the perfons predeitinated ; tmt the atone 
will of Cod's good pleafure* 

*^ 3. The predeftinate are a predetermined and 
certain numberi which can neither be leffened> nor 
increafed, 

" 4, Such a^ are n6t predeftirjated t6 falvatidtti 
fliall ineritably be condemned on account cf thejl* 
fins, 

" 5, The tme, lively, and juftifying faith, and 
the (p^rit of God juftifying, is not extinguiihed', 
doth not utterly fj^il, doth not vai^ilh atway, in th^ 
eleft, either ftnallyj or totally. 

^* 6. A true believer, that is, one who is endued 
x^th}^ftifyingfakh, is certified, by the ftiU s^fSbn- 
9fnce of faith, that his fins are forgiven, and that 
he fluJl be everjaftingly faved by Qirift. 

** 7. Saving grace is not allowed, is liot impatt* 
ed, is not granted to all men, by which they may 
be favcd if they wilU 

" 8. No man is able to eome to Chrift, unleTs it 
be given him, and unlefs the Father draw him : al^ 
all men are not drawn by the Fath^, that they may 
come to his Son, 

" 9. It is not in the will or power of every man 
to be faved (»)." 

Such were thefe femous articles; concerning 
which, his grace of Canterbury exprefled himfelf in 
the following very remarkable terms : ** I know them 
to be found d^cx^rines, and uiiiformly profeffed )a 
this Church of England, and agreeable to the arti- 
cles of relirion eftablifhed by authority (;t)/' Un^ 
der this juft perfuafion> he communicated them to 
bis brother of York, Doftor Matthew Hutton : 
who returned them, with feme judicious remarks 

{ff} $ep Str^rpe's Wbitgifc, p» 4^1* (x) Ibid* p. 4f 9. 
^ (which 
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*f*iSi!c1i fee in Strype), ,and with this remarkable 
febfcription : 

H^ fbeps ex Sacus Uteris vel apet^e colligiy vel ne- 
^ejfarii ccnfe^one deduci^ pjfimt ; et ex fcriptis Au- 
gaftinL 

^ ". ' Matth. Ebor. 

That IS ^ •*"Thefc pofitions are gatherable from 
the Holy Scriptures, either exprefsly, or by necef- 
lary con&quence 5 and alfo from the writings of St. 
Auflin. 

♦* Matthew York/* 

The Lambetli articles, thus approved by the 
wchbilhops pf both provinces, were forwarded to 
Cambridge ; accompanied [by a letter, from Whit- 
gift himfelf, to that Univerfity: wherein he requeft- 
td the heads of houfes, " To take care, that no- 
thing be pablicly taught to the contrary," i. e. con- 
trary to thofe articles : adding, that he thought the 
(aid nine articles " to be true, and correfpondent to 
the do&rine profefled in the Church of England, 
and eftabliflied by the laws of the land (^).** 

The reader may, poffibly, with to know what be- 
came of Peter Baro. Dr. Hutton, archtrifhop of 
York, was for having him treated with exemplary 
Severity. Whitgift had wrote to Hutton, on the 
kfi: day of February, 1595^ "wherein among other 
things, he defired his opinion of Baro*s aflertions : 
when that prelate [viz. his grace of York,]; in his 
anfwer, (hewed how little he liked of Baro and his 
learning:; wishing, that Baro was in his own coun* 
try, and not to hare difturbed the peace of our 
church : and would have one to be put in his place, 
who was learned, godly, and mild of nature ; and 
ihat Cambridge afforded (lore of fuch («)." Thus, 
in thejudgment of that grave archbifhop, to preach 

ij) Stiypt, Ibid* p. 45t. («) Strype, Ibid. p. 476. 
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againft predeftination was to ** difturb the ^ace of 
the church :'* and the plain drift of his advice Wiaa» 
that Bare (hould be difplaced from his office at Cani- 
bridge, and be banifhed to France, his native 
foil; where, without mcleftatidn, he might fafehr 
diffemipate his Pelagian tares among his'Popim 
countrymen. 

But Whitgift (prompted either by his own can- 
dour, or, which is more probable, by his profound 
deference to lord Burleigh) was for purfuing more 
Tnug and gentle meafures. He prudently deemedit 
fufficient,to avail himfelf of Baro's natural timidity, 
which with proper management, would make the 
French free-wilier glad to quit the Univerfity, ind 
fheer off into his primitive obfcurity. This was 
tofling up matters, with lefs noife, than if hejiad 
been formally divefted of his profeflbrlhip ; and an» 
f\yered, to better advantage, all the purpofes of 
more oftenfible rigour, ' The end of his trif^emiial 
ledures drawing near, the Univerfity were deter- 
mined not to re-eleQ: him, but to turn him decently 
and quietly adrift, . ** He himfelf was fenfible there» 
of, andbefides, hefaw the|articles of Lambeth lately 
fent to the Univerfity ; and forefaw, that fubfcrip- 
tion thereunto would be expedted from, yea, im- 
pofed on him. To which he could not condefcend : 
and therefore refolved to quit his place. So that 
his departure was not his free aft, out of voluntary 
' eleftion; but that whereunto his will was neceirarilj 
determined. Witnefs his own return to a friena, 
who required of him the caufe of his withdrawing: 
Fttgioj, fe.id he, ne/ugarer; I fly, that I may not be 
driven away (^)." So writes Dr, Fuller. And, 
matters (landing thus, we cannot wonder tliat An- 
thony Wood flaould ftile Baro*s decampment, a re^ 
moval : *^ He was,'* fays that writer, " removed 
from his place of Margaret profeflbr, about the year 

(<?) Fuljcr'sj Hift, ofCaxnbrid^y p. 152^^155, 

1596* 
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1596;^' not without the confent 5f Dr, Whitgift, 
archbiOiop of Canterbury (^).'* The truth is, an 
JEnglifli Univerfity, and the Church of England 
heitelf, were then too hot to hold an Arminian. 
More fhame for pofterity, if our love to our own 
cffcntial principles has, fince, waxed fo cold (tho* 
the faid principles themfelves, unchanged to this 
day, are alive to ftare us in the face) ; that not a 
few Armini^a falamanders, baiking in the rays of 
cur ecclcfiaftic and academic fun-fliine can fay, 
with fome certain good people of old,. Aha, I am 
.warm : I have feen, and can ftand, the fire {c) of 
fabfcription, conformity, aflent, and confent -, yea, 
I can even pafs through the fire, fo dextroufly, as 
not to finge an hair of my Pelagian Moloch's head. 

Such cafuifts remind me of an anecdote, or two, 
fdated, with much fimplicity, by honeft Whifton. 

He mentions an acquaintance of his (one Dr. 
Cannon), *^ Who would join with the church in 
figning the 39 articles,, without believing them, as- 
l^;al qualifications for preferment only.** Every 
body knows, that Mr. ^Vhifton was a violent ene- 
my to the doftrine of the Trinity ; and, in particu* 
Jar, proclaimed etcriul war againft that admirable 
.fcrm of found words, commonly called the . Atha- 
natian Creed, Whence, he thus proceeds in his 
information concerning the aforcfaid Dr. Cannon. 
** He joined with the Athanafian creed itfclf, in 
the cathedral of Ely, at a time when I was there 
and refufed it. I a/kcd him, how one that believed 
fo very little, could join in a thing fo abfurd^ — 
His anfwer was, what is one man's meat ii^ another 
man'^s poifon. He alfo told Mr. Jackfon,' that^' if 
he were at Paris, he would declare himfelf a Roman 
Catholic;, and, if he were at Conftantinople, he 
would declare himfelf a Muflulman. — He was ready 
to wonder at Mr. Jackfon, for believing St. Paul 

(b) Fj|iliOxon» i. 74^ (r) Ifiiiah xliv. i5. 
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before himielf, when they [viz. St. Paul tad Df • 
Cannon] were of contrary fentiments. So gfeal: 
an opinion had he of his own fagacity \d)*^ • ' . 
*Tis fome little comfort, to confidcr, that pr<K 
tean cafuiftry, like that by which Dr. Camion regit 
lated his motions, is not peculiar to fome who wear 
gowns and caffocks. Who would have fufpedbed^ 
10 great a man, as the lord chancellor King, couldl 
have deviated into the feme flippcry path of JefrntF 
cal evafion ? " I[muft,'* fays Whifton, "tell a meiaa^ 
'"choly ftory, of my own knowledge* When I was 
once talking with the [then] lord diief jufldceKing^ 
we fell into a debate about figning ardcks, vftia^L 
we did not believe, for preferment : whidi he open- 
ly juilified; and pleaded for it, that we mvft not 
lofe our ufefulnefe for fcruples.,-^ — ^Stran^ dtoc- 
trine," adds Whifton, **5 in the njiouth of one bred 
lip among diiTenters, whofe whole diflent fram th^ 
fegally eftablifticd church was built on^fcruplesl-.** 
I replied, that I was fony to hear his lordlbip fay 
fo: aad dcfired to know, whether in their courd^ 

!Viz. the temporal courts of law]^ they allowed of 
uch prevarication, or not ? He anfwered, they did 
not allow of it. Which produced this rejoinder 
from me : fuppofe God Almighty fliould be -as jxift, 
in the next world; as my lord chief juftice is in this.? 
where are we then ? To which he made no anfwer. 
And to which the late queen Caroline added, when 
I told her the ftory, Mr. Whifton, no anfwer was 
to be made to it (^). 

" I conclude this matter, with that very pertinent 
and emphatical reply, which a fellow of Emmanuel 
College, in Cambridge, made to a friend of his, 
of the fame college. The latter, at the reftoration, 
had been reprefenting the great difficulties** [as 
they feemed to him] " of conformity, in point of 



{d) Whiibn's Memoirs, vol. u p« lis* 
(fJWiiifioD^ ibid. p. i62« 
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toftfcience * ccndudmg, h6\yever, with thcfe words> 
but we muft live. To which the other anfweitd 
only, with the like number of words, but we muft 
£*iio] di*. Than which, a better anfwer could not 
poffibly be given (/).'^— — Let thofe of the facred 
«rder, whom it may concern, weigh the anfwer 
well. 

Peter Baro, tho* a Pelagian in grain, yet had not 
16ft aH fight of moral honefty. Hence, he recoiled 
at fubfcribing the Lambeth articles : yea, tho* ht 
had, before, fo far ftrairted his veracity^ as to tell 
archbiflbop Whitgift, that thofe articles did not 
contravene any of the doftrines he had been teach- 
ing at Cambridge. — What a contraft, between the 
archbifhop's faith, and that of the outed profeffoc: \ 
On the one hand, Whitgift affirmed, that the Lam* 
beth artictes " were undoubtedly true, and not to 
be denied of any found divine (^)." On the other, 
Baro chofe rather to forfake the Univerfity, than 
fubfcribe them. 

Let to^ )uft obferve, that Monfieur Baro was, at 
one time, a man of a moft, acrimonious fpirit, and 
would very willingly have perfecuted thofe from 
whom he differed in opinion. For, this was the fame 
Baro, who, fome time before his o^'n downfall, had 
the infolence to ftile the learned, holy, and la- 
borious Mr. Perkins, of Cambridge, ^^ homuncid 
qiiidam^^ in a letter to archbiftiop Whitgift : and 
even importuned (but without effed) Dr. Andrews^ 
to exert his influence, that Mr. Perkins and Dr. 
Some might be difplaced and frlenced. How juftlj^ 
was the haughty, malicious Pelagian taken, himfeli, 
in the net which he had fpread for others 1 

After his difgraceful retreat from Cambridge, he 
fettled in London : where (for a burnt child dreads 
the fire) his fubfequent behaviour was fo orderly 
and peaceable, that, dying three or four years after, 

(/j .IbiJ. p. 169. (g) Stcypc'i Life pf Wblcg. g. ifi^ 
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his funeral in St. Olave's, Hart-ftrect, was attended 
by a refpeftablc appearance of city divines, . whofe 
favour his dutiful fubmiffion to authority had de* 
fetvedly conciUated. — Thus quietly did .the once 
boifterous Dr. Baro finifh his courfe ; and thus were 
his latter days better than the former :- as having the 
negative merit of raifing no farther ftorms in the 
academical atmofphere, but of gliding gently and 
inofFenfively away within the peaceful banks of filcnt 
obfcurity. 

Another remarkable inftance of at chbilhop Whit- 
gift's Calvinifm. appears, ii^ an injunction, which he * 
iffued, enjoining all clergymen, having care of fouls^ 
and not having taken the degree of Matter of Arts, 
to provide themfelves with a Bible, and with Dr. 
Bullinger's Decads : which they were carefully to 

ftudy and make extradts from.^ The reader muft 

be reminded, that Henry BuUinger, Author of the 
Decads abovementioned, was a mod learned Pro* 
teftant divine of Switzerland, a deep predefliharian, 
and a difciple of the famous 2iuinglius : on the {h) 

death 

{h) Ulrlcus Zuinglius was tbe rtforiner of Switzerland » and may, 
as a prodigy of parts, grace, and ufefulnefs, be numbered a'moog 
the moft illuftrious ornaments of the fixteenth century. — In the year 
I ^3 1 • five of the PopiOi Cantons came to open hollilities with the 
two Proteftant Cantons of Bern and Zurich, It has been affirmed, 
that ZuingHus was literally fighting for his faith and for his coon- 
try, when be received the wound from the Popilh forces, which dc* 
prived him of life. But the accurate Melchior Adamus, who was 
Deft qualified to know, pofitively denies that Zuinglius attended the 
Protef^ant camp in a military charader : and affirms, that he only 
accompanied his heroic fellow citizens in quality of chaplain or paf- 
tor [Vit. Theol. Germ. p. 38] ; deeming it ungenerous aud dit. 
honourable, that his flock (hould expofe their Hves, in defence of 
the truths they had received from him, without his participating the 
common danger. A refolution the more magnanimous, as he had, 
from the very firft, a convidion, ftrongly impreflcd on his mind, 
that he ihould not furvive the battle of that day. 

The compilers of the Biographical Di^onary [vol. xi.p. 523»] 

in trandating fome of Zuinglius's dying words, have been guilt/ 

of an oTcrfight, which does no more honour to their precifi on, than 

jufticc to the Chriftian heroifm of that great man, *' Upon receivin; 

M,- bis 
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death of whom in 153 1, Bullinger fucceeded to the 
paftoral care of the church of Zurich. So highly 
was this eminent foreign Calvinift accounted of in 
our Church of England, that archbilhop Whitgift, 
and the reft of the bifhops (for a whole convocation 
of them concurred in the direftion given), thought 
the Bible, and Bullinger's Decads, a necelflary and 
fufficient library for two parts in three of the efta- 
bliQied clergy. — My authority follows* 

" Orders for the better increafe of learning, 
in . the inferior minifters ; and for more diligent 
preaching and catechifing, agreed upon by the 
archbilhop and other biftiops in convocation [1586]. 

" Every minifter, having cure, and being under 
the degrees of mailer of art, and bachelor of law, 
and not licenfed to be a public preacher, fhall, be- 
fore the fccond day of February next, provide a 
Bible, and Bullinger*s Decads in Latin or Englifli, 
and a paper book : and fliall, every day, read over 
one chapter of the Holy Scriptures ; and note the 

Iiudcat)ft's wound/' fay they, <* and falling, he wae heard to utter 
dtefe woirds^ what a misfortune is this ? 8cc" Rather, what a mif- 
fortune is it, when fine fentiments are murdered in the relating!— -^ 
The faA was this. During the hurry of the fight Zuinglifls. over- 
whelmed by the prefs of the rulhing enemy, was thrKe thrown 
down, and recovered his feet as often. At laft, a weapoa, doomed 
to extinguilh one of the moft valuable lives that ever added luftre to 
xeligion and learning, entering under his chin, transfixed his throat. 
The holy man, faihng firft on his knees, and then finkine to the 
mund, uttered thefe noble fentences : *' Ecquid hoc in^rtunii ? 
Can this be confidered as a calamity ? Age, corpus quidem occidere 
pofluht; anitnam non poifunt : Well! thev are able, indeed, to ilay 
, the body : but they are not able to kill the foul" [Mclch. Ad. u^. 
£ p. 37]. Coukl any thing be more truly Chriftian, more- divinely 

triumphant, more fabiimely philofophic ? His body bein^ (bund 

by the Papilts, among the flam, they burned it to afhes r which oc- 
tafioned thefe elegant verfes, confecrated to his memory by Bcza* 

Zttinglius arderet gcmtno quuns fan^us amore, 
Nempe Del imprimis, deinde etiani Patrix^ 

Dicitur in folidum fe devoviffe dnobns : 

Nempe Deo imprimis, deiende etiam Patrix* 

iuam bene perfolvit dmul iflis Vota duobus \ 
iPro Patria exanimis, pro Pietate Cisus! 
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piincipal contents thereof, briefly in his p^ptthadk I 
and (hall, every week, rend over one fermon in the 
faid Decads ; and note likewife the chief matters^ 
therein contained, in the faid paper hook. And (hall, 
once in every quarter, viz, within a fortnight beft>rp 
or. after the end of the quarter, Ihew his faid notes to 
fome preacher near adjoining, to be affigned for that * 
purpofe. — Item, Such as fhall refafe to perform the 
exercifes, or fhall be negligent therein ; and fhall 
not, after admonition by the bifhop or arch-deacon, 
or other ordinary aforefaid, reform himfelf ; if he be 
beneficed. The] fhall be compelled thereunto, by 
ecclefiafticaTcenfures : if he be a curate, [he] (hall 
be inhibited to fervc within the jurifdidion (i)," 

One word more, and I take my leave of Whitgtfti, 
Soon after the archbilhop's deceafe, Dn Benjaniin 
Carier (who had been his grace's chaplain) publicly 
apofbitized to the Church of Rome : and, with great 
virulence, fell foul on the memory of Calvin. Dr. 
George Hakewell, chaplain to prince Henry:, was 
appointed to anfwer this fhamelefs renegado. And, 
fays Strype, " I cannot but add one paffaffc, where* 
in the anfwerer put the apoftate in mind of the arch* 
bifhop, his old mafler ; giving Carier a rebuke 09 
his account, in re^rd of his [i, e. of Carier's]) re- 
proaching of Calvin and his writings, your old maf^ 
ter [faid Hakewell], archbifhop Whitgift, was of. 
another mind ;-— -labouring always, when any ocf 
cafion was offered, to countenance his own writings 
with Calvin's authority ; and efpecially out of that 
l?ook which you mofl diflike [viz. Calvin's Inflitu- 
tions] : yielding him the title of a famous and learn- 
ed man (k)*'' Such was that great and gpod prelate's 
veneration for the great and good Mr. John Cajivin. 

Thus. have we feen, of what principles and fpirit 
were the archbifhops of Canterbury, all through the 

(1) Stiype's WhitgifCj appcad. p* 1 13* (k) Life of 

Whitgift, p. 583. 
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leign of Elizabeth^ the illuftrious refoundrefs of the 
Church of England They were, ia matters of 
doftrine) true Calviniftic fons of the Church; as 
Aey wece, by flation^ its venerable fathers and 
.guardians. 

. A farther proof or two,, out of many which re- 
oudn. yet unmentioned,, fhall be added to the evi- 
4ences5 already given, of the inconteftable CaU 
vimfhi of our Church during that queen's memorable 
itign. 

XIV. Every body knows^ that, when Mary of 
Scotland was brought to the block, in Fotheringay 
DUUe, Fletcher, dean of Peterborough, was pre- 
fent, to offer that princefs his fpiritual fervices,. 
Though (he would not permit him to pniy with her, 
ihe dean was determined to pray for her ; and, of 
the prayer he made, the following remarkable para- 
graj^ ispreferved : " That it would pleafe Almighty 
God to fend her his holy fpirit and grace ; and alfo^ 
if it were his will, to pardon all her offences, and of 
his; mercy to receive her into his heavenly and ever-r 
hfting kingdom (Z)/*^ A petition, evidently formed 
on the higheft principles of Calvinifm y and, of 
courfe, in exaft harmony with the prevailing divi- 
nity of that age (»;}. 

XV. k 

. fO Robotfon'g Hiftory of Scodandr vol. ii. p. 479. o6ai?o. 
. (m) The fjpeecb^ which the dean made to her nmjetly of Scota^ 
WIS no lefs Cfalviniftic^ than his prayer. In it, were thefe p^fTages : 
•-'• That you may be found of God, not having your own rignte* 
oofncii, which is defiled and unclean, hot the righteoufncfi of God^ 

by faith in Jefus Chrift, upon all and in 9II theiti that believe. 

The fpecial means to attain to forgivenefs of fins, is neither in man* 
•or by man ; bat by faith only in Jefns Chriil crucified ; in whom* 
we, bebg juftified, have peace with God, and all fpiritual fecurity* 
•—If you flee to the throne of God, with boldoefs only in Chrift's 
meritorioas obedience, and apply it to your foul with the hand of 
fnie faith, Vour orofs (hall be your life, and your death (hall be your 
vantage.. O, madam, truft not the devices which God's word doth 

not warrant ^To Chri(l give all the Scriptures teftinony, that, 

through faith in his blood, we and all God's Church (hall receive 
pcmimo of Cm," The queen interrupted him, three or fpuc dnves^ 

VOL 
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XV. It was during Elizabeth's rcign, that tsA& 
Campneys, a reftkfs and abufive Pelagian, fou^t 
to difturb the peace of the Church, by publifhing a 
defamatory trad in oppofition to the received doc-- 
trine of predeftination. 

This Campneys had, fome years before, rendered 
himfelf very obnoxious to the Protefla^t governmentt 
in the time of king Edward VI. His afFeftion to 
Popery, and his abhorrence of the reformation 
efFcfted under the aufpices of that prince, had, beea 
fo turbulently and fo indecently exprcffed, and were 
fo generally known even in the fuccecding century, 
as to wring out the following reluftant conceflion 
from the pen of Peter Heylyn himfelf: viz. that 
this Campneys was ^ of a fliarp and eager fpirit.'* 
and ** not well weaned from fome points of Popery, in 
the firft dawning of the day of our reformation (»)•'* 
The truth is, his infolencies againft the reformed 
Church of England laid him open to the laws : and 
he <*.was made to bear a faggot at Paul's Crofs, in 
king Edward's time ; the learned and pious Miles 
Coverdale [bifhop of Exeter] preaching a fermon 
when that punifliment was infliftcd on him. 

" When queen Elizabeth had reftored th6 true re- 
ligion, Campneys began to play his old pranks; 
i. e. to caufe difturbance, by nibbling at fuch who 
were defer\^edly honoured and preferred in the 
Church : publifhing a pamphlet, to Which he had 
not courage enough to affix his name, againft pre- 
deftination. This pamphlet was encountered by 
Mr. John Veron, a chaplain to the queen, and 

in thecoarfeof his exhortation; faying* mafler dean, trouble not 
yourfelf nor me ; for know, that I am fettled in the ancient, catholic^ 
Komi(h religion. — The earls of Shrewfbu ry and Kent, who wcmf 
appointed to fee her executed, made the following Calviniflical ad> 
drefs to her : •* Madam, we will pray for your grace, with mafter 
dean, [thatj if it Hand, with God's goodwill, you may have yo.«f 
heart enlightened, &c."-«Strvpe'8 Annals, voU iii. p, 386—388.. . 
(») Heylyn's Mifoell. Traa$» p. 590. 
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jrcadUr of the divinity ledure in St* P^uFs Church : 
1$ alfo by Mr* Robert Crpwley, fometime fellow of 
Magdalen College in Oxford, at that time a famous 
piieachet in London* Both thefe put out anfweri 
to Campneys : and their anfwers were both licenfed 
and approved [by public authority]; and Veron*3 
[book in favour of predeftination] was dedicated to 
the queea herfelf. Whereas Campneys*s virulent 
pamphlet came forth furreptitioufly : neither author 
toor printer daring to put their names to it («)," 

I learn, from Heylyn, that the anfwer, written 
by Mr. Veron, and dedicated to the queen as afore- 
mdy was entitlpd, " An Apology, or Defence of the 
IhAniyi of Predeftination.'* Wherein her majefty's 
tfaaplain terms Campneys, " The Blind Guide of 
th^ Free-will Men :-r — a very Pelagian, and confer 

Sfently a rank Papift :. — ^the ftandard-bearer of the 
e-wUl men (^), &c." WouW a chaplain to the 
^iqep, and the divinity ledturet of St; Paul's Cathe- 
^bdk have made fo free with free-will men, in a book 
infcribed to his royal miftrefs, and publiftied cum 
pi£imtate ; if .the doftrinal fyftem of the Church of 
l&^land had not been deemed incontrovertibly 
Galyiniftic? 

XYI. Among the particulars which I have already, 
in their due place, noted, concerning Martin Bucer, 
the reader mull be reminded of two : viz. that, dur- 
ing his life-time, it was liardly poflible for man to 
wnd up the doftrine of predeftination to a greater 
hei^t, than was done by that great reformer ; and 
Aat, after his deceafe, when .queen Mary introduced 
Popery again, his bones, together with thofe of the 
learned Fagius, were dug up, at Cambridge, and 
pubUcly burned in the Market-place there, by or- 
der of cardinal Poie. 

At the time of their exhwxnation by the Papifts, 
Dr. Scot, the Popifh bifliop of Chefter, alledged, as 

(») Hickman's Animad?. on* Heyljcii's Ouinq. Hift. p, 193, 
fof.— edit. 1674. {•) Heylyn'sMilclTi. if. y^\% 

Vox. U. (7) N Otw^ 
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one reafon of that indecent revenge, that Martm 
Bucer, in particular, had drank in the herefy of 
WicklifF, who afferted, ** omnia fato et abfolutd neeeffiPMt 
fieri : i. e. that whatever comes to pais, is the reftit 
of fate and abfolute neceflity (/>)/' Dr. Peme, the 
Pdpifh vice-chancellor of Cambridge, preached « 
fermon on the occafion : wherein, " among other ; 
things, he told how Bncer held opinion, as he h^m*- 
felf heard him confefs, that God was the author and. 
well-fpring, not only of good, but alfo of evil : and 
that whatfoever was of that fort, flovved from him, 
as from the head and maker thereof jy).** Dr. 
Watfon aMb, another zealous Papift, took the op- 
portunity of making a public harangue : in which he 
exclaimed, " How perilous a do6lrme is that, which 
concerneth the fiital and abfolute neceflity of p«- 
deftination ! And yet they [meaning Bucer and Fa- 
gius] fet it out in ftich wife, that they have left no 
choice at all in things r as wha fhould fay. It 
Ikilleth not what a man puq>ofeth of any miottte^i 
fince he had not the power to determine otherwife 
than the matter fhould come to pafs., The which 
was the peculiar opinion of themr, that made God 
the author of evil : bringing men, through this per- 
fuafion, into fuch a carelefs fecurity of the everlaft- 
ing eternity, that, in the mean feafon, it made no 
matter, either toward falvation or damnation, what 
a man did in his life. Thefe errors were defended 
by them [u e. by Bucer and Fagius] with great 
ftoutnefs (r).^ So fpake the Romiih dodors^ in the 
reign of Mary : and thus (like too maay oftenfiblc 
Proteftants fince) did they ftandei? and diftort the 
holy and bleffed doftrine of predeftinatioa. 

Queen Elizabeth had a better opinion of fiucer 
and Fagius, and of the pure Proteftfpt doArioe 
which they had maintained. She had not long beea 

{p) See Fox'i Aataad Mon* tii. 64f» (f) Fox» fi^ 

p. 646. • iP\ f», lUd, 64s*. 
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bh the throne, when her majcfty gdve a very pro^ 
Inifing prcfage of her intention to reftore the Church 
of England to its chaftity of Calvinifm, in com- 
tntndtng the infults, which had been offered to the 
remains of Bucer and Fagius, to be, as far ai was 
prafticable, publicly and folemnly reverfed, in the 
face of the whole Univerfity ; and all poffible honours 
to be rendered to the memories of thoft diftingiiifli- 
ed Csdvinifts. For which purpofe, letters of com- 
miflion were iflbed to Parker, archbifiiop of Canter- 
bury ; to Grindal, then bifhop of London ; and to 
others. 

Mr. Acworth was, at that time, public orator of 
Cambridge* Fox gives us the entire fpeech, which 
that gentleman delivered, at, what was termed, 
** The reftitution of Martin Bucer and Paulus Fa- 
nils/* In the courfe of his oration, Acworth ob- 
fenred, concerning Bucer, " We faw [viz, in king 
Edwanl^s reign], with our eyes, this Univerfity 
flouriihii^ by his [Bucer's] inftitutions : the love of 
finoeit religion not only engendered, but alfo con-^ 
firmed and ftrengthened, through his continual and 
d^ily preaching. Infomuch that, at fuch time as 
he was foddenly taken from us, there was fcarce any 
man, that, for forrow, could find in his heart to 
bear with the prefent ftate of this life : but that 
rither he wifhed, with all his heart, to depart out 
of this life with Bucer, and, by dying, to follow him 
into immortality ; or elfe endeavoured himfelf, with 
weefni^ and fighing, to call him again into the pri- 
fon of the body, left he (hould leave us as it were 
ftanding in battle without a captain. — — ^- Oxford 
burnt up the right reverend fathers, Cranmer, Rid- 
ley, and Latimer, the noble witneffes of the clear 
Hgbt of the golpel. Moreover at London, periflied 
thofe two lanterns of light, Rogers and Bradford : in 
whom, it is hard to lay, whether there were more 
fiwxre of eloquence and utterance in preaching, or 
more bolinefs of life and converfation. N^YiaX c!\\.^ 
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^s there, that hath not flamed with the brirning./pf 
hply bodies ? But Cambridge *-^played the cnad heijf 
lam againft the dead. The dead meix (viz. Fis^i;^ 
and Bucer), whqfe (holinefs of) living no xnajqi w^ 
^ble to find fault with, whofe doftrine na ijaan wiqi^ 
able to reprove, werc^ bjr falfe fiajiderers, indiAed^ 
contrary to the laws of God and man, fued in tbt 
law; condemned; their fepulchres violated, m;u^ 
broken up ; their carcaiTes pulled out, and burned 
wFth fire.— « — Bucer, by the excellency of his wit 
^nd doftrine,. known to- all men ; of oi^ coxmtryr 
men, in manner, craved, of many others intreatccf 
and fent for, to the intent he .might inilruJ3t our 
Cambridge men in the^ iincer& doArine of th^ 
Chriflian religion; he,, being fpent with age, 91^ 
his ftrength utterly decayed^ fbribok his own coon*^ 
try ; refufed not the tedipufnefs of that longjourngtj 
was not afraid to adventure himfelf upon the ijp^ .]^ 
but had more regard to the dilating and ampli^qg 
the Church of Chrift, than to all other things. Sqk. 
m conduiion, he can^. Every man receiv^ ana., 
welcomed him. Afterward,, he lived in fuch. wifib,, ar 
it might appear he came not hither for his ow9 lake,, 
but for- purs. For, he fought not to drive away \\m 
ficknefs,, which he had taken by troublefome travel 
of his long journey- Albeit his ftrength was weaken* 
ed and appalled^ yet he regarded not the recovery of 
bis health ; but put himtelf to immoderate labour- 
and intolerable p^in, only to te^h and inflruA i9s«. 
-—Toward this lo noble and worthy a perfon>, while 
he lived, were flipwn all the tokens of humanity and 
gentlenefs, reverence and courtefy, that could be.:— *- 
He had free, accefs into the ipoft gorgeous buildii^f 
and {lately palaces of the greateft prinaes:. and^ 
when he was dead, could not be fuffered to enjoy fa 
much as his poor grave {5) J* .^ 

I huve 



\ iive largely fliewn, in a foregoing Scftion, what 
l!he doftrine of Bncer was. And the particulars, 
cited under the pfefent article, demonftrate, that, 
in the jtadgment of the Proteftant Church and ftate 
of England, regnanU EHzabethdy Bucer's Calviniftic 
do6hine was elleemed and taken to be " finccfe 
[i* e. pure, genuiixe] religion ;" — « doctrine, whick 
tic man was able to reprove ;" — ^yea, " the finceie 
•dd6krine of the Chriftian religion •/* and that Bucer 
bimfelf was a " noble** and " worthy** perfon ; 
who, at his death, left our Church-crf-England-Pro- 
teftants almoft •* without a. captain,** — Let me add, 
that Dr. Pilkinton, then Margstret profeffor of di- 
vinity» and,, foon after, bifhop of Durham, preach- 
ed -the reftitution-lermon, from Pfalm cxi, Bleffed 
is the* man that fbareth the Lord, &c. in honour of 
the faid Biicer and Fagius : and that " the en- 
trance and walls of the Church were all hung with 
♦eifes in their pl^ile, • An account of this reftitu- 
*ion the Univerlity, 6n the 3d of Auguft [1563], 
lent up to the arcb}»ftiQp and tlie commifConers ; 
acquamting them^ with what great joy, and triumph, 
and applaufe, it was generally' done : and that as 
foon as their (the commiffioners) letters (enjoining 
this public reftitution- of honours to the memories 
of Bucer and Fagius) were read to th« fenate, and 
the injuries offered (in the foregoing reign of Mary) 
to the dead bodies, by them mentioned ; they were 
all prefently on fire to honour them (/).** The liext 
year, in refpedt to the great Peter Martyr, then 
living beyond fea, the remains of his wife (who had 
died and been buried at Oxford) were transferred 
from a dunghill, to which queen Mary's Papifts 
had maJicioufly removed them, and honourably 
re-interied in Chrift*s Church (sw). So careful was 

the 

. {fi Strypc's Life of Parker, p, 8^, (u) *' On the 1 rth 

of January [1561J, happened a remarkable adion at Oxford : viz. 
iht folcmn rellorin^ of Catherine Vermilia (fomctime the pious wife 
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the reftored Chuxch of Englami to teftifjr her gmte* 
ful regard for whatever had any relation to her 
pious, learned, Calviniilical reformers. 

XVII. It 

of Peter Martyr) to honoortble baiial^ ifter a ttnngt iiidi|;iiH]r 
ofTered Tby the Papifti , in 15J6] to her corpfe* For our archbilhop 
[Parkerj, together with Grindal, biihop of Loadon, Richaid 
GoodricK, efq. and others ; by viftae, at it feeoM, of the aocen'a 
ecdefiailical comroiificvn ; diepotsd certain fit peribiis in that Uaivcf** 
fit/ to enouire into a barbarous and inhotnaQ niage of that virtaooa 
woman's dead body ; who, [more than] two years after her bond* 
had been digged up, and cairied away, and baried in a danghill 



belonging to Dr. Mar(halJ» then dean of Chrift's Church ; wheictf 
he himfelf was the great ador, by authority from Cardinal ?6k^ 

«* Her reftitution was accordingly performed after this manner a 
The perfons, appointed for this bufiaefs* cited thofe who had beea 
concertied in digging up the body; who» being charged, (hewed 
them the place iThere fhe was firft buried i whi^h was near St, Fri- 
defwide's tomb, on the north part oif Chrift's Church. Then it« 
quiring where they had conveyed the corpft, they were condoAed 
towards Dr. Marfliali's ftables 2 and there ont of a dnndiiU, it waa 
digged qp, not quite confumed. Which they cauied tone cartifilly 
depofited in a convenient receptacle, and fo brought back tbeicin 
to the faid church : leaving it thus to be watched by the officera 
of the church, 'till they might conveniently celebrate the ra- 
mtermenii 

^* There were, beloagiq^ to the faid chqich, two filk ban* 
wherein the bones of St. Fridefwide we^ wrapt up and prefervcS : 
which were wont, on folcron days, to be taken out, and laid upon 
the altar, to be openly feen and reverenced by the fuperftiuova 
people. For the preventing any future fuperftitions with tho(e 
relics (and yet that no indecency might be oied toward the faid 
faint and foundrcfs's bones}, and, withal, for the better fecnring of 
this late buried holy woman's bones from being difturbed any mora ; 
by the advice of Mr. Calf hill, the bones of both were mixed and 
put together, and fo laid in the earth, in one grave, in the upper 
part of the faid church, towards the eaft : after a fpeech had been 
made, to a very great auditory, declaring the reafon of the prrfent 
undertaking. — An^, on the neat day, beme the Lord's day, one of 
thefociety, named Rngerfon, preached a learned and pious fermon 
on the occafion ; and therein took notice of the cruelty exercifed by 
Papifts to the bodies of innocent and good men, which they borne 
alive ; and .then, of the horrible inhumanity i^ewed to this piooa 
matron's dead body ; whofe life he propounded as an excellent 
example to imitate. For her farther honour, the Univerfity hung 
ppon the church doors many copies of Latin and Greek verfest 
compofed by eminent members thereof.— This is the fum of what 
Calthiil, one of the chief man^ersj wrote to bifbop Grindal con* 
^rmng this matter. 
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XVII. It was in the orthodox rcigil of Elizabeth, 
that the learned Dr. Willct*s incftimablc book firft 
appeared, entitled, Symnfis Papifmiy or, A general 
View of Papiftrie. In this performance, dedicated 
to the queen, and publifhed by authority, and 
.which is one of the very beft batteries that were 
ever raifed for the demolition of Popery, no fewer 
than fifteen hundred "herefies and errors" are 
charged on the church of Rome, and moft ably re- 
cited, by that profound and indefatigable divine. 

I cannot immediately recolledk the exa& date of 
the firft edition. / But a third came out, in 1600. 
My copy is of the fifth edition, 1634. The author 
ivas a prebendary of Ely, and moft zealoufly attached 

•* The Fapifts have been twitted^ by Proteftants, with the bafe 
)ifage of this ^ood woman: and they^ to leflen their faolt, have la- 
faoared to difparage and defame her. One of them called her, Fuf- 
tikjggs; being {bmewhat corpulent This occafioned Dr. Ge»rge 
Abbot [afterwards archbifhop of Caaterbiry] in his excellent an« 
fwer to that Romanift^ to fay fomc things remaikable of her : whicli 
lie had the opportunity of knowing, being, himfelf, of the Uni- 
^Ptrficy of Oscfordy and living in or near thofe times. She was, faiJ 
bt, leafonably corpulent; but of moft matron-like modcfty : for the 
which> (he was much reverenced by the moft. She was of lingular 
mAtnctf and of excellent arts and qualities. Among other things, 
for her recreation, (he delighted to cut slum-ftones into curious 
faces and countenances : of which, exceedingly artificially done, I 
imce had one, with a woman'^ vsfage and head- attire ^n one jQde, 
and a bifhop with his mitre 00 the other ; which was the elegant 
work of her hands. By divers, yet livicig in Oicford [A, p. 1604}; 
this good woman is remembered, and commended, as for iter other 
virtoes, fo for her liberality to the poor: which, by Mr.^Fox, 
writing how Ihe w«s treated after her deatii, is rightlv mentioned. 
For the love of true religion, and the company of her hufband, (he 
left her own country, to corae into England, in king Edward's 
days. And fo good wa^i her fame here, that, when Papifts,in qaeen 
Mary's time, being able to get nothing againft her, being dead ; 
would needs rage upon the bones of her, a woman, and a ftranger; 
and took them out of her grave from Chriftian burial, and buried 
ihem in a dunghill. Whereupon one made thefe verfes : 

« Fosmineum fexum Romani femper amdrunt : 
Piojiciunt corpus cur muliebre foras ? 
Hoc fi tu quaeras ; facilis refponfio 4uida eft : 
Corpora non curant nlortua : viva petunt.'* 

Strj'pe's Life of Archbifliop rarkcr, p. ioo, tor. 
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to tht Church of England. Not a fehkid of fHirita- 
hifm mingled itfelf with his confonhlty^-^Let tfi 
hear what Sti7pfe fays, relatively 16 the adtnirSbIb 
work now under cotifidferation. 
' « Now alfo [A. D- i6oo]Dr. Andi'eW.Willft 
fet forth a thh'd edition of th* Synopfts Paf^fm: 
*hich book gave a large actount of ail the cbiitrB^ 
tcrfies between the church of Romfe and the Pr6w 
teftant refonried church; with particuUr confutiiv 
tions of that degenerate churches etrors, C>r, a& 
he himfelf faith ot it, containing the whole fuih <rf 
that holy faith and religion, which the qufebh main^ 
tained, and the Chtirch of England profefled (*)." 

Of that ^^ holy faith," which was " tnaintaitted 
by the queen,'* and "profefled by the Church of 
England ;*• the Calviniftic dddrines were ah eflfential 
and an eminent part* This will appear^ by the foU 
lowing (hort pafiaged, extrm^ed frpm the Synopfit 
itfelf. 

( I .) Concerning predeftinatioDt " Predeftinatioai 
is the decree of God, toiuching the falvation ani 
condemnation of meii. 

" God's prefci'ence is not the caufe of predefti-* 
nation ; iPor, how can the effeft go before the caufe I 
God's will is the caufe of predeftination. 

" As he hath made all men, fo hath he freel]^ 
aifpofed of their end, according to the counfel of 
his own will : felefting fome, to be veflels of ho* 
nour ; and rcjefting others, to be veflels of wrath. 
And this very well ftandeth both with the mercy 
and juftice of God, to fave fome, and rejeft others j 
for he might juftly condemn all to eternal death (^)," 

(2-) As to univerfal grace. " If God give grace 
unto fume, to obey their calling, and thereby to be 
converted, and n6t to others ; we muft not be in* 
qiiifitive to fearchj^ but leave it unto God, whofe 

{x) LifcofWhitgift, p. 543. 

{y) Sjrnopiu Papifbij j, Wu 885. 

judgnients 



judgment* may be hid and fecret, but arc alwajPi 
mbft juft : for he hath mercy oh whom he will. 

*• It cahnbt be literally undefftood, that God i 
would abfoluteiy have all men to be faved : for, why \ 
Ihih (hould hot all be faved ! For who hath refifted i 
God's will? Neither can it be anfvi^ered here, Bk / 
r<mietime by the old Pelagians, that God's ;uall is not ^ 
fillfiUed^ becaufe flaan will not : for this were to t 
mAt nien mightier than God (2).** 

(3.) Limited redemption. ** Here we are to 
fe6nfid6r the beginning of eledkion, the progrefs there*- 
ttf, and the cnd.-^The beginning : in that Goidv 
Hccording to his good pleafure, elefted his, in Chrift, 
before the foundation of the world.— The progrefi : 
in that he hath given the eled unto. Ghrift, to be 
(aved and Redeemed by him. — The end is, that hfc 
tiath putpofed to bring them unto glory. 

*» Chrift only was given to die for the company 
pt the eleft. N6t that it [viz. Chrift's death] is 
jDiot fufficient for the whole world, in itfelf ; but be- 
feaufe the efficacy and benefit of Chrift's death h 
X)t}ly applied by faith to believers ; and faitl^ only is 
of the eled.— Chrift died, only for thofe that (hould 
believe in him. But it i^ not given to all, to beUeve 
Jn Chrifti except only to the eleft which are ordaih^ 
ed 'to life. Ergo^ for them only Ghrift died (a).'* 

{4.) Concerning free-will. "They that affirm, 
that God ofFereth grace and faith equally to all ; and 
that God would have all men to believe ; and if they 
believe not, *tis not for want of grace, but the fault 
is only, in themfelves ; do confequently hold, that, 
to believe, is either wholly, or in part, in man*s 
power. — The abfiirdity of which opinion, we de- 
clare thus. 

" All cannot have faith ; but fuch as are ordain- 
ed and elefted thereunto : John x. z6. John xii. 
^9. A6ts xiii. 48. Faith, and every good gift ; 

(«;} Ibid. p. 886. {a) .Ibid. p. 893, 894. 
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the beginning, perfedion, and end; is only' of 
God: Rom. ix. i6. PhiL ii. 13. John xv. 5. 
John vK 44, They that are drawn of God: rm& 
needs come unto Chrift. 

" The patrons of common grace do fall into a 
flat point of Pelagianifm, whofe aflertion was this: 
Vitam aternam omnibus paratam effe^ quantum ad Deum \ 
quantum ad arbitrii Ubertatemy ah iis earn apptebendi^ qui 
Jponte Deo crediderunt** [u e. the Pelagian .fyilem 
maintains, that eternal life is, on God*s part, pro* 
vided for all men ; and is, on the part of ixee-wiU, to 
be lain hold upon by as many as fpontaneoully be* 
iieve in God]. " This did the old Pelagians hold} 
this do the new univerfalifts affirm {b). 

*' A freedom of will from' neceffity, we grant to 
have been in our firft parents : whereby it was in 
their power, to have chofen either the good or the 
evil way. But fince that by Adam's tranigreffion^ 
the whole power of nature was (haken, and all the 
{fpiritual] gifts and graces of creation decayed; 
there remaineth no fr^nefs of will, unto good, in 
man : but only a voluntary promptnefs and inclina- 
tion to evil without conftraint (e).'* 

(5.) Hear him on juftification. Under the head 
of ** Popitti fubtle fleights and diftindions," he 
defervedly places the antichriftian dodrine of " two 
juftifications : the firft, which is only of grace ; and 
the fecond, wherein we proceed daily by good 
works/* By way of antidote againft this palpable 
poifon, Dr. Willel*obferves, that " The Scripture 
fpeaketh of bttt None juftification [before God], 
which glorification followeth : whom he juftified, 
them he alfo glorified; Rom. viii. 30. If, then, 
this one juftification do bring us to glorification^ 
what need a fecond (d)} 

He adds, elfewhere. ** Faith doth not juftify 
us, by the worthinefs and dignity thereof; or as it 

(i) Uad p, 908, 909. (c) Ibid, p, 931, 952. (d) Ibid. p. 993. 

is 
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is a quality inherent in man, by any meritorious aft, 
or bv the work of believing; or as a proper, efficient 
caute : but by way of an inflrument only ; being as 
it were the band of the foul, whereby we do apprcr 
jhend the righteoufnefs of Chrift. 

** Faith, whereby we are juftified, is paflive in 
apprehending the promifes of God in Chrift, and 
applying Chriil: with all his benefits : in which re-* 
fpeft, mith only juilifieth. It is alfo a&ive, in 
bringing forth good fruits, and in quickening of 
us to every good work ; but fo it juftifieth not 
Jexcept before men]. Faith, then, is infeparably 
joined with hope and love, and neceflarily yieldeth 
in us good fruit : but none of all thefe do concur 
with faith in the aft of our juftification : but it is 
the o^ce only of faith, to apply unto us the rightc- 
jQUfhefs of dhrift, whereby only we are made righ* 
teous before God (^)." 

(6,) His teflimony to the great doftrine of final 
peneverance (hall clofe thefe extrafts. " Thefc 
patrons of univerfal and conditional eleftion and 
grace [viz. the Papifts and Pelagians], who affirm, 
that men are no otherwife elefted, but with con* 
dition, if they believe ; and fo long are they eleft- 
jed, as they continue in faith ; do confequently aUb 
hold, that men may both lofe their eleftion, and 
Joie their faith : and, pf veflTels of honour, if they 
fell from faith, become veflels of wrath. — Now, on 
the contrary, that both our eleftion is fure before 
God, neither that the faith of the eleft (though it 
may fiiil and impair, yet) cannot utterly be loft, wc 
are afliired by the evident teftimony of Scripture. 

^' All that are elefted, fhall be afluredly raifed 
up to life eternaU And God, to fuch as he hath 
chofen, will give grace to continue. They, there- 
fore, that finally fdl awayr, were not elefted in the 
Insjginning. And that faith which fome have made 

W Ibid. p. 983. gift 

uupwcecc 
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but a temporary ) or hiflorical £uth. Men's falling 
ftway from faith, then» cannot make God's eie<9ioii 
¥did, as the Apoftk faith: Shall th^xir unbelief make 
the faith [i, e. theuhaltefable faithftthiefi] <bf QodI 
Without efftdt ? Rom. iii» 3, </). 

** The Papifts fay, a man may fall away from 
the faith which once truly he had, and be derived 
ttitogether of the ftate of grace,^fo that he mayjoftl^ 
fee counted among the reprobates. ' 

** Our fentence [i, e. the judgment and opinidn 
fcf us Church of England men] is this : that he, who 
fence hath received a true, lively faith, and is there-r 
by juftified before God, can never finally fall awaj*.; 
Neither can that faith utterly perilh, or fall iii him. 
Though it may, for a while, fomewhat decay^ and 
fee impaired ; yet fhall it revive, and he be railed 
up.again (^);' ... 

•Such Were the doftrines which cjtteen Elifeabeth 
**^ maihtained," and the " Churdi of England pro- 
feffed." 

XVIII. Another conclufive argument, to the 

fame cfFeft^ may be drawn from the learned Dr. 

' William Fulke's confutation of the Rhemifh Tefta^ 

fricnt, publifhcd about the middle of this reign. 

The occafion was as follows. 

The Englifti Papiils in the feminary at Rheims^ 
perceiving, as Fuller obferves, that they could no 
longer ** blindfold their laity from the Scripture^, 
refolved to fit them with falfe fpeftacles ; and fet 
forth the Rhemifli traiiflation {b)^'* in oppolition to 
the Proteftant verfions. No man fitter, in point 
either of learning, or of gface, to Hand for-th; in 
the name of the ChurCh Of England, than Dr. 
Fulke, Mafter of Pembroke Hall^ and Margaret 
profefTor of divinity, in Cambridge. He according- 

(/) Ibid. p. 912, 915. (g) Ibid. p. 1009, lOfo. 

{h) See Fuller's accoaat of Dr. £Ukfc> i^ the En^lifli Worthies ; 
LoikI, 219^ 
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ly. "Undertook, and fuccefsfuUy accomplilbed, an en- 
tire refutation of the Popifti verfion and commanr 
tary* The late great and good^ Mr, Hervey (whp, 
from an- exuberance of candour, was, fgme^ 
times, rather too fanguine and indifcriminate^ 
in his public recgmroendaticMi of books j witnef^ 
the high ftrains of undue pan^ric,. in which he 
condelcended to celebrate Bengelius's Gnomon) 
pafled a very juft encomium on Dr. Fulke's noble 
performance : which he ftiles, a " Valuable piecqr 
of ancient controverfy and criticifm, full of found 
divinity, weighty arguments, and important obfer- 
rations." Adding: "Would the young ftudenlp 
be tau^t to difcover the very^ finews of Popery, 
and be enabled to give an efFeftual blow to that 
complication of errors j I fcarce know a treatifcj 
better calculated for the purpofe (/)." 

It was dedicated to the queen, and did honour 
to the roy^ patronage* Two or three brief €s>» 
tntflts will fuffice to &ew, what is Popery, and what 
is Proteflantifm, in the eftimation of the Church of 
England* 

I. In their note on Matth. xxv* 20. the Ro- 
mifli-rhemifh com^ientators exprefs themfelves thus : 
^ Free-will, with God's grace, doth merits'* No^ 
feys Fulke, in his anfwer : " The will, the worjc^ 
and the firuit thereof, and the faith from whence it 
floweth, are^ all,, the gifts of God, and no merit^ 
of man {k)" 

The Papifts affirmed that Chrift " wprketh not 
our good, againftour wills; but our wills concur- 
rii^-"— — The Proteftant E)od:or replies, " Man 
hath no free-will to accept God's benefits, before 
Cod^,. of unwilling, by his only grace maketh him 
willing (/)/^ 

(ij Th^roQ and Afpafio, toI. H. pu 45^ Edit, l^6'u 
(i) Fulke's Confutation of Rh^m. Teft. p. 9i.-»£dit. Lond, 
1617. 
[/) Ibid, p, J 66. 

The 
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The Catholics admitted, as fome moderate Ar-* 
minians do now, that man " was wounded very forei 
in his underflanding and free-will, and all other 
powers of foul and body, by the fin of Adam : but 
that neither underftanding, nor free-will, nor the 
reft, were cxtinguilhed in man, or taken away." — • 
Fulke anfwers : " Againft this vain colledion by 
allegory, the Scripture is plain, that we are att 
dead in fin, by the fin of Adam. So that neither 
the will, nor the underftanding, have any heavenly 
life in them (»»)." 

2. 'Tis amufing, to obferve, what a curious lia(h 
(biffiop Latimer would have faid, mingle-mai^le) 
the Catholic expofitors tofled up, of merit, and 
mce, free-will, and predeftination, in their note oil 
Kom. viii. 30. They obferve, that " God's eternal 
forcfight, love, purpofe,'* &c. are " the gulph,'* 
whereon " many proud perfohs'* have founded 
•* moft horrible blalphemies a|;ainft God*s merqr^ 
and divers damnable errors againft man*s free-will, 
and agamft all good life and religion;"* but that 
" this faid eminent truth of God*s eternal pre* 
deftination, doth ftand with man*s free-will and the 

true liberty of his aftions, nor taketh away the 

means or nature of merits, and co-operation with 
God to our own and other men's falvation.** — In op- 
pofition to which wretched jumble, our Church of 
England champion thus replies : " The eternal pre- 
deftination of God excludeth the merits of man, 
and the power of his will, thereby to attain to eternal 
life : yet forceth not a man's will, to good or ill j 
but altereth the will, of him who is ordained to life, 
from evil to good (»)." 

The aforelaid Papifts affirmed, that ** God is not 
the caufe of any man's reprobation or damnation.'* 
— On the contrary. Dr. Fulke infifted, that " God 
reprobateth, juftlv, whom he will ; and condenmeth 
the reprobate, juftly, for fin (0)." 

.W P, 195. in) P.46x* (o) P. 464* 
K The 
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The Catholics would have it, that, toward the 
«ffeAing of converfion and (alvation, grace and free- 
-will contribute, each, its quota : with this difiereuce, 
liowcvcr, that grace is' the principal^ and free-will 
the fubordinate, contributor. " We may not," fay 
they, " with heretics, infer, that man hath not free- 
-will, or that our will worketh nothing, in our con- 
verfion, or coming to God. But this only : that our 
-willing, or working, of any good, to our falvation, 
Cometh of God's Ipecial motion, grace, and affift- 
ance ; and that it [viz. free-will] is the fecondary 
caufe, not the principal." — Excellent, and full to 
the point, is Dr. Fulke*s demolition of this artful, 
but infufficient fophifm ; which he demolifties thus : 
" Our elcftion, calling, and firft coming to God, 
Keth wholly in God's mercy; and not cither wholly, 
or principally, or any thing at all, in our own will, 
or works. But whom God eleAeth before time, he 
callethin time by him appointed; and, of unwill- 
ing, by his grace maketh them willing to come to 
him, and to walk in good works unto which he hath 
cleAed them. So that man hath no free-will, until 
itbcfireed (j>)." 

3. I (hall only add a^aflage or two, from each 
fide, concerning juflification. 

At, and foon after, the Reformation, the Papifts, 
finding themfelves hard puftied by the numerous 
Scriptures which aflfert juftification without works, 
were driven to the falfe and abfurd refource of there 
being more juftificatlons than one. That great or- 
nament of our reformed church, bifhop Downame, 
ieems to have confidered cardinal Bellarniine as the 
firfl broachcr of thefe multiplied juftifications (j). 
But, let them have been invented by whom they 
would, the Romiih divine^ caught at the niultipli- 
cation, wixh no little eagernels. The plurality of 

{/) P. 46;v (f) Set Bifliop Downaoie on Juflificitioiit 

F-+5«*^ 532.— Edit. 163;. 

juftifica- 
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juflifications foon pafled as current, in that ckijiicfa, 
as Peter-pence ; and like the hunted flipper, cvte^^. 
Jated, with all poffible glibnefs, from hand to h^Q^% 
-r- Among the reft, thus fpeak the BLbemifli tranfl^;! 
tors : " Not faith alone, but good vwrks alfo dfe 
juftify. Therefore, St. Paul meaneth the fame thjt 

St. James. The firft juftification [is] withoyt 

works : the fecond, by works. St. Paul fpcajceth of 
the firft, fpecially; St. James, of the fepond." 
Agreeably to this ridiciilpus diftinction, they afiirm 
the firft juftification to take place, " when an infi- 
del, or ill man, is made juft, who had no accept^le 
woits before to be juftified by." Which man, . it 
feems, muft, fome time afterwards, be juftified owr 
^gain : and this fecond, or over-and-above juftifijca*^ 
tion, they define to be, " An increafe of former jvif- 
tice, which he, who is in God's grace, daily prq- 
ceedeth in, by doing all kind of good works ; wA, 
for doing of which, he is juft indeed before Gpd.*^ 
Obferve, by the way, how wretchedly thefe two Por 
pilh juftifications hang together. The firft m^kcs 
us juft: the fecond makes us juft indeed. As if 
being juft indeed was not included in being indeed 
juft l-r-We have heard the Popilh diftinftion, and 
the Popifli explication of that diftinftion. Let me 
now adminifter Dr. Fulke's Proteftant antidote 
^ainft the poifon of both. " Your diftinftion of 
the firft and fecond juftification before God, is but 
a new device, not threefcore years old, [and] utterly 
unheard of amongtheancient fathers. FprwhomGod 
juftifieth by faith without works, he alfo glorifieth ; 
Rom. viii. 30. And that which you call the fecond 
juftification,or increafe of juftice, is but theeffeft and 
fruits of juftification before God ; and a declaratioa 
before men, that we are juft. And fo meaneth St. 
Janies: that Abraham, who was juftified, or made 
juft before God, through faith ; was alfo juftified, or 
declared to be juft, before men, by works. — Wc 

affirm^ 
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'^ffirm^ that God juftifieth us, when he imputeth 
Jullice [i. e. righteoufnefs] to us, without works : 
tyy which imputation, we are not falfely accounted, 
tut are indeed by God truly made, juft, by the righ- 
te;oufnefs of Chrift, which is given unto us, and 
wjiich we apprehend by faith {r).^ 

XIX. I cannot help touching on another proof 
of that exquiSte, but not undue, jealoufy and care^ 
with which the doftrinal Calvinifm of our church 
was watched and guarded in the reign now under 
confideration. 

So precious a palladium were the fifter-doftrines of 
free predeftination and of . juftification by faith only, 
then deemed ^ that whofocver lifted but a finger againft 
either, was fuppofed to touch the apple of the 
Church of England's eye. Witnefswhat Mr. Strypc 
relates, concerning a poor handfuU of free-will men, 
who could not affemble in a private conventicle, 
without attrafting the rod of ecclefiaftical cenfure, 
and fuffering, by the archbilhop of Canterbury's 
means, the rigorous penalty of imprifonment it- 
felf. 

" There was a religious aflembly now .[A. D^ 
1586], taken notice of (whereof one Glover was a 
chief, and, as it feems, a minifter), complained of^ 
for their opinions, to the archbiflaop [Whitgift] : 
which Glover., with fome others, was imprifoned. 
But whatfoever this fociety was, they feemed fo ex- 
cu&ble to the lord treafurer Burleigh, that he wrote 
a letter to the archbilhop in their favour. In which 
letter may be feen, what their tenets and doftrines 
were *: namely, about the fenfe of juftification and 
predeftination. Followers, perhaps, of Dr. Peter 
Baro and Corranus (j)." — In all probability, lord 
Burleigh's humane application to the primate, in 
.behalf of thefe theological delinquents, procured 
them a gaol-delivery, and fet the free-will men cor- 

:(f) Dr. Fulkc, u.f. p. 441 • (/) Stiypc's Aanals, vaL iii. p. 43i» 
Vol. II. (7} O ^ot^iSq 
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poraUy free. So, at leaft, I conjeftufe, froth the 
tetter of thanks, written, by the faid Glover, to thi 
faid lord treafurer : which letter whofo lifteth to 
read, may find in Strypc*s volume and page beforiv 
mentioned. Thus much, however, I fhaJl obferve 
from it ; that Mr. Glover, the free-will man, lay$ 
4II the caufe of his and his brethren's imprifonmeht» 
on their diflenting froni Luther's doftrinc of jufti-r 
fication without works, and from Calvin's doftHhe 
of unconditional predeftination 5 and loudly com-r 
plains of the ** Iniqu'^ty and tyranny" of their prb^ 
lecutors : which included a tacit fling at the arch^ 
bifhop himfelf, And to fay the truth, the biihops, 
that then were, had jtift as much regard for the free- 
will men, as St ^ Paul h?id for the viper he (hoolt 
into the fire. 

XX. One proof more (hall finifti our review of 
tjueen Elizabeth's ecclefiaftical adminiftration. And 
that proof Ihall be drawn from the order that was 
iflued, ind which was as punftualJy obeyed, for the 
placing of good Mr. Fox's Calviniftic Martyrology 
in all the parifh churches of England, for the in- 
ftrudtion and edification of the people at the inter- 
vals of divine fervice. Hence it is, that, in fonie of 
our churches, we fee thofe ineflimable volumes pre- 
ferved to this day. Nor, perhaps, could our prc- 
fent fecular and ecclefiaftical governors do a mor^ 
fubftantial fervice to the fouls of tlie common peo- 
ple, than by renewing that well-judged command, 
^nd taking care to have every church re-furniftied 
with tholb venerable records of Proteftant antiquity : 
which, with their fuitable companion, the Book of 
Homilies, might be more conducive to the expul- 
ilion of the religious darknefs that now overwhelms 
this land, than all the apoftolic travels of a thoufand 
Lancafhire miffionaries. 

" This hiftory of the church [viz. Fox's Mar* 
tyrology] was," fays Strype, ^' of fuch value and 
efteem for the ufe of it to Chriftian readers, and the 

fer^'ice 
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fervice of our religion refbrmcd, that it was, in the 
•days of queen Elizabeth, enjoined to be fct up, in 
fomc convenient place, in all *he parifli churches, 
together with the Bible, and bifhop Jewel's Defence 
of the Apology of the Church of England: to be 
tead, at all fuitable times, by the people, before or 
-after fervice (/).*' 

Nor was this all. 3By the canons of tTie x:onvo- 
tration, held, under archbilhop Parker, in St. Paul's 
cathedral, A. D. 157 1, it was enjoined, that each 
of the arcKbifhops, and every biftiop (hould procure 
the holy Bible of the largeft edition, and Fox's Mar- 
tyrology, and other fimilar books, conducive to re- 
ligion; and place the faid books., either in the hall 
w their refpedive dwelling-houfes, or in their prin- 
cipal dining-room : that lb thofc books might be 
ferviceable both to fuch company as might come to 
vifit the faid dignitaries, and likewife to their own 
iervants and domeftics («), 

Moreover^ every dean was 'enjoined, by the ca- 
aons aforefaid, to fee that each cathedral church, 
Irefpeftively, was furnifhed with the books above- 
toentioned : which books were ^to be placed in fuch 
-an open and convenient part of each cathedral, that 

(/) Strype's Annals, voL iii. p. 503. 

(«) Qui vis archiepifcopns, U epifcopus, habebit Domi fus Sacra 
Siblia^ in ampliflimQ vol u mine, uti nu^rrinie Londini excafa foot; 
'etplenam illam hiftoHani, quae infcribitur, monumenta martyram: 
et alios quofdam libros ad religionem appofitos. Locentur autem 
ifti libri, vd in aula, vel ingrandi ccsnaculo; ut, k^ipksixxm &- 
mulis, & advenis, ufui ^Qt poilint. 

Eofdem illos libros, quos proxime diximns, decanus qnifque cu- 
rabit emi, 8c locari in ecckfia fua cathedrali, ejufmodi m loco, at 
;a vicariis, & minoribus canonicis, & miniftris ecclefi^, & &b adve. 
■nifl, Sc pere^riniis, commode audiri & legipolTiDt. 

Eofdem libros illos decanus, Sc primanus quifque relidentiariuSj 
tquos appellant ecclefia; dignitates, ement fuo quifque famulitio; 
-eofque, opportune aliquo in loco, vel in aula, vel in ccenaculo, 
'•iocabont. 

Quivis archjdiaconus habebit, Domi fuac, & alios libros, & no- 
minatim eos, qui infcribuntur, monumenca martyrum. 

Soe biihop Sparrow's colledions, p. ^27, 228.— 'Edit* v6^V 
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they might be both heard and read by the priefts, 
vicars, minor canons, and other miniflers, and alfo 
by fuch ftrangers and travellers, as might occafion* 
ally refort to the iiud cathedrals. The word 
"heard** \ut commodi audiri fcf Itgi pojtnt] fcems to 
indicate, that Fox*s Martyrology was publicly and 
audibly read by the clergy (in the nave, or fome 
other capacious part of each cathedral church, at 
fuch times as divine fervice was not celebrating in 
the choir), to thofe perfons who attended, out of 
church hours, for that purpofe. It is much to be 
wifhed, that the fame laudable pra(9:ice was ftill 
continued. 

To all this, I muft add, that, by the fame ecclc-v 
fiaftical injundtions, paffed in ftill convocation, 
every dean, prebend, canon refidentiary, and arch- 
deacon, was to procure the faid predeftinarian Mar<- 
tyrology, and place it in fome confpicuous and ht^ 
quented room of his houfe, for the benefit of fcr*- 
vants, vifitors, and all comers and goers. The fame 
order, according to Anthony Wood(^), was ex- 
tended to all the heads of colleges, in the two Uni- 
verfities 5 who were required, to place the Martyrc^- 
logy in their college h^ls refpeftively. 

Let us next examine, whether Fox's Martyrology 
be indeed a Calviniflic performance. 

Proof has already been given, of the ample tefli- 
mony, which that hiftory bears, to the Calvinifm of 
thofe excellent men, whefe martyrdoms it records. 
Nor does it bear lefs teftimony to the Calvinifm of 
the admirable hiftorian himfelf. Witnefs what im- 
mediately follows, 

" The fecret purpofe of Almighty God,'* fays 
Mr. Fox, "difpofeth all things (;^)." A golden 
fentence, which, alone, might luffice to fhew what 
compledion his book is ou But the compledion, 
both of him and it, will appear, flill more explicitly, 

{x) Athen« t. iSj. (j) AAs Sc Mon. iii. ^6u 

from 
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frott ah abftraft of what he delivers, in that part of 
his work which profeffedly treats on eledtion and 
reprobation. 

** As touching the doftrine of eleftion," (ays this 
moft venerable rtiafter in our Proteftant Ifrael, 
<« Three things muft be confidered : 

** I. What God^s eledion is, and what is the 
caufe thereof. 

" 2, How God's eleftion proceedeth in working 
our falvation. 

" 3. To whom God*s eleftion pertaineth, and 
how a man may be certain thereof. 

" Between predeftination and eleftion, this dif- 
ference there is : predeftination is as well [i. e. re- 
lates as much ) to the reprobate, as to the eleft t 
ck&ion pertaineth only to them that be faved. 

" Predeftination is the eternal decreement of God, 
purpofed before in himfelf, what fhall befal on all 
men, either to falvation, or damnation. 

** Eledtion is the free mercy and grace of God, 
in his own will, through faith in Chrift, his Son, 
chufing and preferring to life fuch as pleafeth him. 

^* In this definition of eleftion, firft goeth before 
the mercy and grace of God, as the caules thereof; 
whereby are excluded all works of the law, and merits 
of deferving, whether they go before faith, or come 
after. So was Jacob cholen, and Efau refufed, be- 
fore either of them began to work. In that this 
mercy and grace of God, in this definition, is faid 
to be free ; thereby is to be noted the proceeding 
and working of God not to be bounded to any or- 
dinary place, fucceffion of chair, ftate or dignity of 
perfon, worthinefs of blood, &c. but all goeth by the 

mere will of his own purpofe. '< — It is added, in 

his own will. By this falleth down the free-will and 
purpofe of man, with all his aftions, counfel, and 
ftrength of nature : according as it is written, It is 
not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth j 
but of God that (heweth mercy. So we fee, how 
O 3 Ilracl 
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Ifrael ran along, and yet got nothing. TRe GentiTcr 
later began to fet out, and yet got the game. Si* 
they, who came at the firft hour, did labour more ^ 
ind yet they, who came laft, were rewarded with 
the firft. The working will of the Pharifee feemed 
better ; but yet the Lord*s will was rather to jnftifjr 
the Publican. The elder fon [in the parable^ had 
a better will to tarry by his faCFier,, and io did inr 
deed ; and yet the fat calf was given to the younger 
Ibn that ran away. » 

*' Whereby we are to underftand, how the matteir 
goeth, not by the will of man r but by the will of 
God, as it pleafeth him to accept j according as it 
is written, Who were born, not of the wiU of the fleflv 
nor by the will of man, but of God. 

" God*s mercy and free grace bringeth fertli: 
eleftion. Eleftion worketh vocation, or God's 
holy calling. Which vocation, through hearing^. 
bringeth knowledge and faith of Chrift.. Faith^ 
through pxoinife, obtaineth jyftificatipn. Juftifica* 
tion, through hope, waiteth for glorification. 

" Kledion is before time. Vocation and faith 
€ome in time. Juftification and glorification ar^ 
without end. 

** Eleftion, depending on God'i free grace and 
will, excludeth all man's will, blind fortune^ 
€hance, and all peradventures. 

" Vocation, ft^nding upon God*s eleftion, ex-^ 
cludeth all man's wifdom, cunning, learning,, inten-^ 
tion, power, and prefumption. 

" Faith in Chrift, proceeding by the gift of the 
Holy Ghoft, and freely juftifying man by God's. 
promife, excludeth all other merits of men, all con-« 
dition of defending, and all works of the law, both 
God'is law and man's law, with all other outward 
means whatfoever. 

*^ This order and connexion of caufes is diHgent>- 

ly to be obferved,^ becaufe of the Papifts, who have 

miferably confounded aad inverted this dodrine;. 

Ik., teaching. 
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teaching, that Almighty God, fo far forth as he fore- 
fecth m^'s merits before to come, fo doeth he dif- 
jpenfe his eledtiona As though we had our eleftion, 
by our holinefs that followeth after ; and not, rather, 
have our holinefs, by God's eleftion going before ! 

." If the queftion be aifced, why was Abraham 
chofen, and not Nachor ? why was Jacob chofen, 
and not Efau ? why was Mofes eledted, and Pha- 
laoh hardened ? why David accepted, and Saul re- 
efed ? why few be chofen, and the moft foriaken ? 
It cannot be anfwered otherwife but thus — becaufe 
it was fo the good will of God. 

•* In like maimer, touching vocation, and alfo 
&ltb. If it be alked, why this vocation and gift of 
£uth was given to Cornelius the Gentile, and not to 
T^rtuUus the Jew ? why the be^ars, by the high- 
ways, were called, and the bidden guefts excluded ? 
we can go to no other caufe, but to God's piu-pofe 
and eledion; and fay, with Chrift oiu* Saviour, 
Even ioy Father, for fo it feemed good in thy fight. 

** And fo for juilification likewife. If the queftion 
b^a&ed, why the Publican was juftified, and not the 
Phari&e ? why Mary the .firmer, and not Simon the 
inviter? why harlots and publicans go before the 
$cribes arid Pharifees in the kingdom ? why the fon 
of the free woman was received, and the bond wo- 
man's fon, being his elder, was rejeded? why 
Jfirael, which fo long fought for righteoufnefs, found 
it not ; and the Gentiles, which fought not for it, 
found it ? We have no other caufe hereof to render, 
but to fay, \vith St. Paul, Becaufe they fought for 
it by works of the law, and not by feith : which 
faith cometh not by man's will (as the Papift falfely 
pretendeth), but only by the eleftion and free gift 
of God. 

** Wherefoever eledtion goeth before, there faith in 
Chrift muft needs follow after. And again, whofo- 
€ver believeth in Chrift Jefus, through the Vocation 
of God, he muft needs be partaker of God's 
eieftion. 

O 4 " Whcreu^oa 
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" Whereupon refulteth now the third note, or 
eonfideration : which is, to confider, whether a man, 
in this life, may be certain of his eleftibn ? 

" Although our election and vocation fimply in- 
deed be known to God only in himfelf, a prior e^ 
yet, notwithftanding, it may be knowH to every par- 
ticular faithful man, apojleriore; that is, by means : 
which means, is faith in Chrift Jefus crucified. And 
therefore it is truly faidj De ele£iione judicandum eft d 
pqfieriore: that is to fay, we muft judge of eledion 
by that which cometh after : i. e. by our feith and 
belief in Chrift, which certifieth us of this eleftion 
©f God. For albeit that ele&ion be firft certain in 
the knawledge of God j yet, in our knowledge^ 
faith only, that we have in Chrift, is the thing that 
glveth to us our certificate and comfort of this elec- 
tion. Eleftion [is] firfl known to God, and laft 
opened to man {z)J^ 

So fpeaks the bookj with- which the archbiftiop;?; 
biftiops, archdeacons, prebendaries, and canons rie- 
fidentiary, were enjoined to enrich their principal 
apartments : which all deans were commanded to 
place in their Cathedrals : which all heads of col- 
leges were required tO: exhibit in the public halls of 
each Univerfity : and which conftituted part of the 
religious furniture- of every parifti church, through- 
out the kingdom. 

Weil, therefore, might bilhop Davenant affirmv 
that Laud's parafite, Samuel Hoord the Arminian, 
^' fo farre forth as he feemeth to oppofe the alfolutc 
decree of predeftination, and the abfolute decree of 
negative reprobation, or non-eleftion ; reducing 
them to the contrary forefeen conditions of good of 
bad afts m men ;. he croffeth the received dodtrlne 
of the Church of England (^). I will," adds the 
bifiiop, '^ lay down luch fundamental doftrihes, 

(z) Fox's Aas & Mon. iii. 292, 293. (a) Bifhop Da^ 

venaiit's Aninudverfions on Hoord^ p.. 5> ■ ■Cambridge, 164U 

^ copcerniDg 
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concerning predeftination or eleftion, as I conceive 
are grounded upon the XVIIth Article, and have 
always been taken for the common received doftrine 
of our Church : the contradiftory [doftrines, viz. 
the doftrines of Pelagius and Arminius] having 
been always, when they were broached, held and 
cenfured for erroneous by our Univerfities and re- 
verend biftiops [b). As for thofe, whom you [viz. 
you Samuel Hoord] term Sublapfarians, you (hould 
have taken notice, that in this number you muft 
put all who embrace St. Auguftine's doftrines, and 
who have fubfcribed to the XVIIth Article of our 
Church. — So that, by joining yourfelf with the re- 
monftrants [i. e. with the Arminians], you have 
as clearly forfaken the doftrine of the Cliurch of 
England, as [you have forfaken the doftrine] of 
Beza, Zanchius, or Pifcator(r). Our Church of 
England was more willing and defirous to fet down 
fexprefsly the dodrine of abfolute predeftination, I 
mean of predeftination caufmg faith and perfever- 
toce, than it was of [fetting down fo exprefsly] 

abfolute negative reprobation. It was wifdom, 

which made our Church fo clear in the article for 
abfolute predeftination, and yet fo referved in the 
other [viz. in the point of reprobation] : eafily per- 
ceiving, that [the] predeftination of fome men f to 
eternal Hfe] cannot be affirmed, but non-predeftf- 
nation [to life], or pretention, or negative reproba- 
tion^ (call it as you pleafe) of fome others, muft 
needs therewith be underftood. — For the truth of 
abfolute reprobation, fo farre forth as it is conneft- 
ed and conjoined with abfolute predeftination y 
when the main intent of the remonftrants is, by op* 
poiing the former, to over-throw the latter, it im- 
porteth thofe, who have fubfcribed to the 1 7th article, 
not to fufFer it to be obliquely undermined (^).'^ 
The learned prelate's reafoning is mafterly arid. 

{h) Ibid, p*' 7, 8. {c) Ibid. p. a8, 19; (d) Ibid. p. SJi j6. 
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juft. For,, I. The predeftinatron of fome to life^ 
nfferted in the 17th article of our Chiirch, canng^ 
be maintained, without admitting the reprobation 
of fome others unto death. 2. This reprpbation^ 
though not exprefsly afferted in the article, is p9.1r 
pably deducible from it : yea, fo neceflary is the 
inference, that, without it, the article itfelf cannot 
(land. — Confequently, 3. Whoever oppofes repror 
bation " obliquely undermines'* the 17th article* 
And, 4. All, " who have fubfcribed" to the faid 
article, are bound in honour, confcience, and Uw, 
to defend reprobation, were it only to keep the 17th 
article upon its legs — So argiies bifhop Davenant. 

From the proofs, which this Seftion hath alledged^ 
of the Calvinifm of our cftablifhed Church, through 
the entire reign of queen Elizabeth j it follows (no 
lefs cleaMy than reprobation follows from our 1 7(j^ 
article) that the eftabliihed religion of this l^nd was^ 
originally; remained, fucceflively; and ftill conr 
tinues to be, intrinfically ; as remote from, and as 
cffentially the reverfe of, Pelagianifm and Armir 
nianifm, in every point and re^edt whatfoever, .2us 
any two things, within the whole compafs of exr 
iftence, can be remote and different from each 
pther. * 

A conviftion of this mofl: plain and certain truth 
n^ude Dr. Carleton, bifhop of Chichefter, expre^ 
himfelf in thefe pofitive, but not too pofitive, terms.: 
" I am well affured, that the learned biftiops, who 
were in the reformation of our Church in the begin* 
ning of queen Elizabeth's reign, did fo much hor 
npur St. Auguftine, that, in the collecting of the 
Articles and Homilies, and other things in that re* 
formation, they had an efpecial refpeft unto St» 
Aiiguftine's doftrines (^) ." 

This I much fufpedto be the chief caufe of Mr^ 
Wefley's unappeafeable wrath againft the memory 

{f) Cauleion'9 £xamin. pf>AilQAtwi> p* 49* 
^- of 



«f old queen Befs : thou^ his oftenTiUe reafon is, 
the behaviour of that pnndfefs to her female neigh- 
bour of Scotland. It is curious toobferve the tiffing 
vehemence^ wherewith the petty dragon ipits hi^ 
harmlefs fire at the dead lionefs. V What then was 
queen Elizabeth ? As juft and merciful as Nero, and 
as good a Chriftian as Mahomet (/).'* 

Let the following authentic account of the truly 
pious manner, in which that great monarch clofed 
her life, determine what degree of credit is due to 
the fpitting joi*rnalizer ; and fliew, whether (he ww 
t Mahometan or a ChrUlian. 

" She [queen Elizabeth] had feveral of her learn- 
ed and piou6 biftiops frequently about her, perform- 
ing the laft offices of religion with her. Particularly,, 
Watfon, bifhop of Chichefter, her almoner ; the 
bUhop oi London; and, chiefly, the archbifhop 
rWhitgift] : with whom, in their prayers, fl>e very 
devoutly, both in her eyes, hands, and tongue^ and 

with great fervency, joined; making figns and 

fliews, to her laft remembrance, of the Iweet com*- 
Ibrt .Ihe took in their prefence and afliftance, and of 
the unfpeakable joy fhe was going uato. 

** Her death drawii^ near, the archbifhop cx- 
imttd her to fix her thoughts on God ; the better 
to draw off her mind from other fecular things, con- 
cerning her kingdom and fuccelTor, which fomc of 
her court then propounded to her. To which good 
advice, fhe anlwered him, fhe did fo; nor did her 
mind wander from God. And as a fign thereof^ 
when (be could not fpeak, ihe was obferved much 
to lift up her eyes and hands to Heaven. 

" Her Ahnoner rehearfing to her the grounds ot 
the Chriflian faith, and requiring her aflent untd 
them by fome fign ; fhe readily gave it, both with 
hand and eye. And, when he proceeded to tell 
l|ier> that it was not enough^ generally to believe 

Jf) WdHcy'M Joonol bom 1765 to 1768, p» lif* 
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that thofc articles of faith were true ; but that all 
Chriftian men were to believe them true to them, 
and that they themfelves were members of the tru^ 
Church, and redeemed by Jefus Chrift, and that 
their fins were forgiven to theift; (he did, again, 
with great (hew of faith, lift up her eyes and handi 
to Heaven, and fo ftayed theni long, as a teftimony 
(he gave of applying the fame unto herfelf (^)." 

" This queen, lays lord Bacon, as touching hef 
religion, was pious, moderate, Conftant, and an ene- 
my to novelty. For her piety, though the famd- 
were moft confpicuous in her afts, and the form of 
her government ; yet it was pourtrayed alfo in the 
common cpurfe of her life, and her daily comport- 
ment. S&Idom would (he be abfent from hearing 
divine fervice, and other duties of religion, cither in 
her chapel, or in her privy clofet. In the reading of 
the Scriptures, and the writings of the fathers, e^*- 
cially of St. Auguftine, (he was very frequent : and 
fhe compofed certain prayers, herfelf, upon emer- 
gent occa(ions. Within the compafs of one year, 
Ihe did fo eftablifli and fettle all matters belonging 
to the Church, as fhe departed not one hair's 
breadth from them to the end of her life. Nay, 
and her ufual cuftom was, in the beginning of every 
parliament, to forewarn the houfes not to queftiori 
or innovate any thing already eftabli(hed in the dif- 
cipline or rites of the Church. 

"Her(i&) ftature [fay Guthrie, Welwood, and 
Bacon J was fomewhat tall, and her complexion fair. 
She underftood the Greek, Latin, Italian, Spaniflb, 
French, and Dutch languages. She tranflated fe- 
veral pieces from Xenophon, Ifocrates, Seneca, 
Boethius, and other antients, with tafte and ac- 
curacy. The Auguflan age was revived in her 

(r) Stiypc's Life of Whitgift, p. ^98, 5:59. 
(b) She was five feet and eleven inches in height^ turo incbe» 
taller than Auguftus the Roman emperor. 

Derham'f Phyf. TheoL p. 331. 
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teign : and the true religion was fo well eftablifhed 
before flie left the world, that her reign ought 
juftly to be termed the golden age of the Church of 
England (/)," 



SECTION XIX. 

State of the Calviniftic DeSlrines in England, from the 
Death of Elizabeth, to that of King James the Firji. 

JAMES the Firft's acceffion to the crown of 
England was, for many years, followed by no 
fliadow.of alteration in the theological principles of 
our. ruling ecclefiaftics. The king himfelf was a 
CalvinijS: m theory : but more, by virtue of out- 
ward and vifible education, than of inward and 
ipiritual grace. His own perfonal morals did by 
jio means comport with the redlitude of his fpecula- 
tive fyftem, England had feen few princes more 
warmly orthodox ; and not very many, whofe pri- 
vate manners were fo thoroughly profligate and 
dicentric. A proof, that the pureft fet of religious 
tenets, when they float merely on the furface of the 
uriderfl:anding, and are no otherwife received, than 
fcholafbically, as a fcience, without reaching the 
heart ; are fure to leave the life and manners uncul- 
tivated and unrenewed. The regenerating influence 
of God*s holy fpirit on the foul, is the beft door 
for the doftrines of grace to enter at. When they 
flow to us through the channel of celeflial experi^ 
£nce, they cannot fail to throw our hearts, our 
tempers, and our morals, mto the mould of holinefs. 

. (/} Rplfi livei of tbe Reformen^ p. tot. 
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There are two forts of perfons, whofe conctitio«i h 
eminently dangerous : thofe, who know juft enororfi 
6{ the gofpel fyftem, to hate it ; and thofe, whd 
profefs to love it, but hold it in unrighteoufiieft. 

King James, amidft all his deviations from vir- 
tue ; amidft all his mental weaknefTes, and political 
abfurdities ; was the moft learned fecular prince 
then in Europe. His talents^ as a fcholar, were far 
from being fo extremely defpicable and fuperficial^ 
as his defeft *cf wifdortl and his excefs of fidf-opinion 
have led fome hiftorians to fuppofe. Had his 
judgment and his virtues borne any proportioii te 
his acquirements, his name would have adorned, 
inftead of diftionouring, as it does, the catalogue 
of kings. His two fons, prince Henry, and Charles 
the firft, though they had not half the litctary at- 
tainments of their father, yet eclipfed him totalty; 
tven as a man of parts, by force of fuperiot genius^ 
^nd by pofleffing a larger ftock of private virtuie. 
Vice (efpecially thofe fpecies of it, to which jfamcS 
Was enflaved) has a native tendency to debafe, en- 
feeble, and diminifh, the powers of the mind. To 
which muft be added, that the erudition, as well a^ 
the whole perfonal and civil conduct, of this mean 
prince, appeared to peculiar difadvantage, after the 
wife, the Ihining, the vigorous adminiftratiori of 
Elizabeth : who was immenfely his fuperior, both 
in elegant learning, and in the art of government. 

That James was a fpeculative Calvinift, his own 
\vritings abundantly declare. Mr- Hume gives a 
fort of ambiguous intimation (^), that, toward the 
end of his reign, he adopted the principles of 
Arminius. 1 wilh'that pohte, but not always im- 
partial hiftorian, had favoured us with the authori- 
ties (if any fuch there be) on which that implica- 
tion was grounded. I fhould be extremely glad, to 
fee it proved, that James aftually did apoftatizc, 

(k) Hift. of Eng. vol. V, p« 572. 
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til his latter years, to the Arminian tenets. For he 
really was. no honour to us. King as he was, the 
jincaneft Calvinift in his dominions might have blufli* 
fed to call him brothei:. It were pity, that a man 
of fo corrupt a heart (hould live and die with a fet 
of found opinions in his head. 
• But I have never b^en able to find, that there is 
the fmalleft: (hadow of foundation, for fuppofing, 
that he ever dropped, what Mr. Hume pleafes to 
terni, " The more rigid principles of abfolute re- 
probation and .unconditional decrees." On the 
febntrary, his religious tenets, and his principles of 
pblitiqal tyranny, feem, like flefh and fpirit, to have 
been in perpetual connift with each other, during 
the laft years of his life. — Let me explain myfelt. 
'ttie point is curious : and not altogether uninter- 
fcfting. 

James was wicked enough, to hunger and thirft 
^er the liberties of his people. Biit, with all his 
boafted king-cr?ift (as he called it), he was, provi- 
dentially, deftitute both of wifdom and fpirit, to 
carry his wi(h into execution. Much of his reign 
Hi^ wafted, in contemptibly ftriving to balance mat- 
ters between the Proteftants and the Papifts; the 
the latter of whom he afFefted to keep fair with. On 
^count of their being, as he phrafed it, *^ de:}ttrous 
king-killers.'* Jyft as fome Indians are faid to wor- 
fhib the Devil, for fear he (hould do them a mif-^ 
chief. 

For fometime before his death, James's wretched 
politics took a turn, fomewhat different. His royal 
care was to trim between the Calvinifts and the Ar-. 
minians (tho' the latter, at that time, hardly 
amounted to an handful) : or, rather, to play them 
off againft each other, while he buckled himlelf the 
fafter ii^to the faddle of defpotifm. 

The Calvinifts, tho*, even in his own judgement, 
religiouHy orthodox; were confidered by him as 
(late heretics, becaufe they were friends to the rigjbts 
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of mankind, and reprefled the encroachments of 
civil tyranny. 

On the other hand, the Armlnians (then newly 
fprung up ; or, rather, newly imported from the 
Dutch coaft) were detefted by James^ for the no- 
velty, and for the fuppofed ill tendency, of their re- 
ligious fentiments. The Arminians had, therefore, 
but one card to play, in order to fave a lofing game ; 
which was to compenfate for their religious hetero- 
doxies, by ftate orthodoxy. They were forced, even 
to avpid the inconveniencies of perfecution itfelf (for 
James had given proof, that . he could burn heretics 
as well as any of his predeceflbrs), to fall in with 
the court -meafures for extending the prerogative. 

This card the Arminians accordingly played. . It 
won : and gave a new turn to the game. It not 
only faved them from civil penalties, but (of which, 
probably, at firft, they were not fo fanguine as to 
entertain the moft diftant expeftation) they even 
began to be regarded, at court, as ferviceable 
folks. 

Hence, from being exclaimed againft, as the very 
pefts of Chriftian fociety ; they gradually obtained 
connivance, toleration and countenance. — To fum 
up all : they got ground, in the clofe of James's 
reign; and, in that of Charles, faw themfelves, for 
the firft time, at the top of the ecclefiaftical wheel. 

Every one, who is at all acquainted with the hif- 
tory of James's adminiftration, knows, that I have 
not over-charged a fingle feature. For the fake, 
however, of mch readers, as may not be verfed in 
this kind of enquiries, I confirm the account, al- 
ready given, by the following extraftfrom Tindal, 

" Soon after the acceflion of king James, the 
canons of the church were confirmed by the king 
and convocation. ■ ■ Things were in this ftate, 

when a great turn happened in the doftrine of the 
church. The Arminian, or remonftrant tenets, 
which had been condemned by the fynod at Dort, 

began 
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began to fpread in England (/). — The Calviniftical 
itmc of the [39] articles was difcouraged ; and in- 
junftions were publifhed againft preaching upon 
predeftination, eledtion, efficacy of grace, &c. while 
the Arminians were fuffered to inculcate their doc- 
trines (w)" without controul. 

So much for the condudt of James and his couit. 
Now, for the reafon of that conduft. This the 
above hiftorian immediately affigns, in manner and 
form following. 

" As Armmianifm was firft embraced by thofe 
who were for exalting the [king*s] prerogative above 
law; all, who adhered to the fide of [civil^ liberty, 
and to the Calviniftical fenfe of the articles, tho* 
over fo good churchmen, were branded by the court 
with the name of Puritans.— —By this means, the 
[real] Puritans Acquired great ftrength: for, the. 
bulk of the people and clergy were at once con- 
feunded with them {n\j* under the abfurd, new in- 
vented names of doftnnal and ftate-puritans. 

What if, to the teftimony of this whig hiftorian, 
wc add that of a tory compiler?—" The whole na- 
tion was now** [viz. A. D. 1622.] "divided be- 
tween the court and the country parties. All the 
Papifts, and the Arminians (who were by this time 
formed into a feft in Endand), efpoufed the caufe 
of the kii^.— ~Thofe who profeflfed the tenets of 
Arminius, were ^now as miich carefled, as they had 

(/) Obfcnrc: the " Anninian tenets" did not ** begin** to 
** fpread in England," ttill after the faid tenets had been condemn- 
ed *' by the fynod at Dort." Which condemnation by that fynod 
took place, A. D. 1619 ; abont fixteen years after James's acceifion 
to the Englifh crown, and little more than £ve years before his ma*> 
jefty's death. Of fuch very modern ftanding, in England, is that 
Arrainianifm, which, coming to its full growth under Charles the 
Krft, 

Per popnlos grmftm, mediaeaoe per elidis urbem, 
IbatOTans, divumque fiUpoKebathonoresI 

(m) Undal's Cont. of Rapin, ?oK iii« p, 2799 280* OAavo. 
in) Tindal, Ibid. 280, 
Vol. ». (7) P ^«I^ 
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been formerly detefted, by the c6urtie>s. AncS 
William Laud, who had adopted this faith, was 
promoted to the bifliopric of St. David's {^)." 

. It is' plain, then, that the reafon, why James L 
was " infenfibly engaged, towards the end of hia 
reign, to favour" [for it does not appear that he 
ever adopted] " the milder theology of Armi- 
nius (/)),'* was, becaufe the partizans of that new 
theology were much " milder" and more friendly^ 
to James's fcheme of fetting himfelf above law, thaa 
were the partizans of the eftablifhed Calviniflic doc- 
trines. The moving caufe, why that wea,k and 
vicious prince^ laboured to ram Arminianifm down 
the throats of his Proteftant fubjeds, was, the in*" 
nate fitnefs of Arminianifm tofubferve and promote 
the purpofes of arbitrary powen. At the very time 
Jthat James manifeflly appears to have abhorred the 
religious tenets of Arminius, confidered as reli^ous, 
he profefTedly patronized the maintainers of thofe 
identical tenets, becaufe he regarded both the te- 
nets and their maintainers as the befl flate-engincjs 
he could employ, to efFedtuate that plan of fecular 
tyranny, on which he had fo vehemently fet hia. 
heart. 

To what an unprincely and uncomfortable dilem- 
ma had James reduced himfelf ! He could not per- 
iilt in carrying on his old theological war againfl 
Arminianifm, without weakening the foundations of 
the tyrannical fabric he intended to rear. Nor 
could he proclaim peace, without rendering, him- 
felf, to the laft degree, contemptible, for his ihcon- 
liftencies. — On one hand, confcience, religious con- 
viftion, and a regard tO'his own character, united to 
diffuade him from taking the Arminians into his alli- 
ance : and haunted him with, O my foul, go not thou 
into their fecret ; unto their afTembly, mine honour,, 
be not thou united. — On.the other hand, his *^ king* 

(o) Smollett's Hift, vol. vii. p, 80. Odhyo. lyj^. 
(/) Hume, vol. v, p. 572. 
^ craft," 
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craft,'* i.e. the (hallow CHnnlng of a mean and 
vicious policy, fjiggefted to him, in behalf of the 
Arminian feft he fo deeply hated, If ye be come 
peaceably unto me, to help me, my heart (hall be 
knit unto you. 

To help him, they accordingly tried. And knit 
to them, as a ftate party, he certainly was, for the 
laft four years of his life. Should it bea(ked, * What 
could render the ffiend(hip of the Armitiians fo im- 
J)ortant in James's idea, feeing their number was 
then fo very few ?' The anfwer is obvious. The 
new and few Arminians were joined by the whole 
body of Roman catholics : and it was this junftion 
of forces which augmented their weight* Each of 
thefe two obnoxious parties, lying open to the la(h 
of thelaw, wi(hed to recommend themfelves to the 
fiivour of the court. EfFedtually to do fo, they 
adopted and propagated the then court-maxim of 
unlimited obedience to princes, with all po(fiblc 
fervour. A coalition of interefts naturally produces 
a coalition of parties. It was no wonder, therefore, 
as the Papifts and the Arminians had one and the 
fame end to promote, and promoted that end by 
the ffijf-fame means, that they (hould, as a ftate 
fidion, fwim hand in hand with each other. Nor 
* was the aflTociation, confidered even in a religious 
view, at all unnatural. Arminianifm pulls up, and 
removes, five, at the very leaft, of thofe ancient 
land-marks (might I not fay, five and twenty ?) by 
which Proteftantifm and Popery are fevered from 
each other. Such a theological and political co^ 
incidence might well produce (as it aftually did) 
a civil union between the partizans of Rome and the 
difciples of Arminius. They both afpired, in 
amicable conjundtion, to the favour of James : and 
James caught at their alliance, with as great eager- 
nefs, as they afpired to his. 

But the acceffion of fuch recruits, as thefe, re- 
flefted no honour oil the king^ and, in reality^ did 

P z \ivnw 



Z20^ State^ of Cafoim/m 

him no fervice. It added to the national jealoufy,, 
and quickened the national refentment. In all ap* 
pearance, James died juft at the time when matters 
were ripening to a crifis between him arid his people. 
Had his reign been protrafted much longer, 'tis. 
|)robable, either that his crown would have, trembled 
on his brow ; or, that its fecurity muft have been 
purcbafed by a number of juft , and neceflary con- 
ceiTions to a brave and injured nation. 

With what propriety and decency this prince af- 
iefted to cherifti Arminianifm, let the produ&ions^ 
.of his own pen teftify. • But, before I briefly appeal 
to thefe, let James's beft hiftoriographer, the honeft 
Mr. Arthur Wilfon, fupply us with an introdudtioft 
to them. 

'' Our neighbours of the Netherlands had** [in 
the beginning of the feventeenth century] "afire 
kindled in their own bofoms : {[namely,] a fchifm in. 
the church, and a fadtion in the ftate. The firft 
author of the fchifm, was (q) Arminius : who had 
been divinity-profeflbr at Leyden. He died in the 
year 1609 ; leaving behind him the feeds of the Pe- 
lagian herefy. 

**^ This rupture in the. bowels of the church [of 
Holland] grew fo great, that it endangered the 
body of the ftate. The chief rulers and magiftjatcs, 
in the feveral provinces, being tainted with this cr- 
ror,.*ftrove to eftablifh it by power : among whom^ 
Barnevelt was a principal agent. He, by the aifift- 
ance of Hoogenberts of Leyden, Grotius of Rotter- 
dam, and Leidenbioxgh, fecretary of Utrecht, with 
others their adherents, drew on the defign : which, 
was to fupprefs the Proteftant reformed reUgicm, 
and eftablifh the tenets of Arminius ; being foment- 
ed by the kmgs of France and Spain, as the imme- 
diate way to introduce Popery.. This went oa 

(^} For fome account of this Arminias, fee a ParophlBt of mioc^ 
entitled. More Work tor Mr*^ John Wclley». 

fo 
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'fe fmootiily, that the orthodox minifters were ex- 
pelled out of their principal towns, and none but 
Atminians admitted to preach to the people : which, 
in (bme places, bred many combuftions, that tended 
to nothing but popular confufion. 

** But long before this time, our king (James I.) 
faw the ftorm coming upon them fviz^. that was 
coming on the Dutch provinces]. For in the year 
i6n, he forewarns the States : telling them, that, 
by the unhappy fucceffion of two fuch prodigies in 
one fphere, as Arminius and Vorftius, fome dread- 
ful mifchief would fucceed* 

** For, Arminius was no fooner dead, but thofc 
that drew on the defign had an eye on Vorftius, hiis 
[i. e. Arminius*s] diiciple^ to make him divinity 
profeflbr in his place. Which the king hearing of^ 
and having read fome of Vorftius's blafphemous. 
writings, fends to his then ambaflador, (ir Ralph 
Winwood, refidcnt there, to let the State know, 
that Vorftius rath«r deferved puniflunent, than pro- 
motion: that the head of fuch a viper (hould be 
trod upon and crufhed, wliich was likely to eat his 
way through the bowels of the State : and if, never* 
thelefs, they fl)ould perfift to prefer him, he (viz* 
king James himfelf) would make known to the 
world, publicly in print, hew much he detefted 
fuch abominable herefies, and all allowers and to* 
Icrators of them(r)." 

The States, however, invefted Vorftius with the 
profeflbrfhip, lately vacated by the death of Armi- 
nius. This greatly incenfed king James. It, at 
once, ftung his pride, and gravelled his orthodoxy* 
True enough it was, that he had no right to 
dictate to the Dutch magiftrates, on whom they 
fliould beftow their own preferments. '* For what is 
it to his majefty/* laid his ambaffador Winwood, 

(r) Wilfon'8 Life asd &ck& of King James I. inferted into biibop 
Xeimct'« Conykie 1^ ofEag* voL li. p*7i4« 7iS« 



%%% State of CaMmfm 

in a rcmonftrance prcfcntcd to the States by the 
king's cUredigns, " What is it to his majefty, whe- 
ther Dr. Vorftius be admitted profeffor in the Uni- 
verfity of Leyden or not ? Or, whether the do6trinc 
of Arminius be preached in yoyr churches ? Saving 
that, as a Chriftian prince, he defires the advance- 
ment of the gofpei. Let yourfelve^ be judges, in 
how great a danger the State muft needs be at this 
prefent, fo long as you permit the fchifms of Armi- 
nius to have fuch vogue, as now they have, in the 

principal towns of Holland. The difciples of 

Socinus, with whofc dodrine Vorftius had been 
fuckled in his childhood, do feek him for their maf* 
ter, and are ready to embrace him. Let him go : 
he is a bird of their own feather : Et d^num fane 
paleUd operculum^ a fit cover for fuch a di(h. His 
majefty doth exhort you, that you would not fuffer 
the followers of Arminius to make your aftions an 
example for them to proclaim throughout the world 
that wicked dodrine of the apoftacy of the 
4aints (j)." Thus did James cover his own bigotry 
and haughtinefs, with the plaufible mantle of zeal for 
the glory of God and the good of Holland, 

Mean while, his majefty was not idle at home. By 
his exprcfs command ,Vorftius*s writings were publicly 
burnt at St, Paul's (/) Crofs in London, and in the two 

Univcrfities 

(/) Complete Hift. a. f. p. 71 f, 716. (/) Paul's Croft, 

of which fo frequent fnention is made in the religious hiftory of 
this kingdom, was fitnated in the church-yard belonging to the 
Cathedral of St. Paul, on the north fide of that church, towards the 
eaft end« where a tree now ftands* (See Dugdale's Hift. of St. 
Paul's, p. 130. And the o^vb edition of Latimer's feniioiii« 
vol. i. p. 39.) 

It feems to have been landing till the great fire in 1666; and 
was of y^ry high, but unknown, antiquity. Stowe^ in his Survey of 
London, calls it, << A pulpit-crofs of timber, mounted upon fteps of 
fione, and covered with lead ; in which are fermons preached by 
learned divines, every Sunday in the fore*noon«" Stowe died in 
i6o^. So that St appears, by his tefUmony, that preaching at this 
famous crofs^ in the open w» was continQod after the acceflkm of 

It 
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Univeffities of X)xford and Cambridge. One rea- 
fon, affigncd by James himfclf for a ftep lo very 

humiliating 
i 

It was ufual to deliver fermons, and other public annunciations, 
at Paul's Crofs, for fome ages before the Reformation. In* 125^9, 
kin^ Heniy III. ordered a general mufier of the Londoners, to be 
made at the Crofs ; all of whom, from twelve years of age, inclofive, 
there- took the oaths of fidelity to that prince and his fucceflbrs, in 
piefence of the lord mayor and aldermen. 

At the fame Crofs, in 12^2, was publicly fead pope Urban the 
'fourth^ bull, abfolving Henry from tne oath he had uken, rtiatrve 
to the Oxford barons. 

In K299> stbout the 27th of •Edward I. the dean of London 
Solemnly curfed, at Paul's Crofs, fome perfons who, in expec- 
tation of finding a rich booty, had fearched the church of St. 
^rtin in the Fields. (See Stowe, u. {;) 

Michael de Northburg, or Northbrdoke, biihop of London, who 
died in 1361, bequeathed a fianding fund of a thoufand marks, to 
his church, for the accommodation of fuch as might be in want of 
Ihalt fums ; payable again in one year, and for which an equivalent 
pkflge was to be depofited by the borrower. It was an article in 
'this oifliop's laft will, that '< If, at the year's end, payment were 
not made of any fum fo borrowed, the preacher at PauPs Crofs 
fhonU, in his fermon» declare, that the pledge would be fold within 
iborteen days, if not retrieved before." 

Id the eleventh of Richard II. i. e. about the year 1388, Robert 
-de Bray broke, biihop of London, ifTued letters to the clergy of bis 
diocefe, definng them to folicit the contributions pf the people for 
the repair of Paul's Crofs, which had been much ffaattered by ftorms. 
He ftyled it. Crux alta, in majori ccemeterio tctiefiie nofira cathe^ 
draliSf ubi verhum Dei confue^it poptdo pradicarit tanqum loco magis 
publico et itrfigni : " The high crofs ftanding in the larger burying- 
ground belonging to the Cathedral, where the word of God had 
been ufually preached to the people, as a place eminently public and 
renowned." (SeeDugdale, u, f. 3.) 

In proccfs of time, the old Crofs being much dilapidated by years 
and weather, a new one was creeled, on the fame (pot, by Thomaa 
-Kempe, bi (hop of London, \yho died in 1489. Crucem Paulinam^ 
(fays biihop Godwtnj qua nunc forma cernitur^ conftruxit : Kempe 
■built up Paul's Crofs in the fame manner as it ftill appears ;" i. e. as 
it then appeared, in 161 6, (De Prasf. Ang. p. 185) 

I cannot find, that this ftru^nre, while it remained, underwent 
any farther alterations, from that timew But, when God was pleafed 
to vifit this land with the beams of the Reformation, Paul's Crofs was 
put to a nobler ufe than ever. It might be called the city- fountain, 
TTom whicli the dreams of pureft doftrine replenifhed the metropolis, 
and the kingdom. Here,- our great teformers preached, in the days 
>tf Edward the good : and, here, the great reftoren of the reformed 
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humiliating td tbe new Artnioian party, was what 
his majcfty ftiles, the " impudence" of Bertius ; 
who was another chip of the faid Arminian block, 
Vorftius's intimate friend, and who, together with 
Vorftius, had been Arminixis's pupil. 

Does the reader afk, * Wherein the " impudence'* 
of Bertius Confifted ?* King James ftiall anfwer the 
fiueftion. Bertius had written againit the final per* 
fcverance of the cleft ; and, not content with bareljr 
that, was, fays his majefty, " fo impudent, and to 
fhamelefs, as to maintain, that the doftrinc, coor 
tained in his book, was s^eeable with the doftrine 
of the Church of England ! Let the Church of 
Chrift then judge, whethoT it was not high titBC 6x 
us to beftir ourfelves.** 

doArines eontimied to difpenfe the waten of life, Aroogli the long 
feign of Elizabeth.-— — .There are three diftinguifhed (I had almw 
£ud facred) fpots of ground , which, I think, no genuine, confi* 
derate Engliflnnan can furvey, without fome emotion of awfol rap- 
Cure. I mean^ that part of St. Paal's church-yard, which was hcMO^ 
tified by the feet of the leformers ;-*«Smithfield, from whence (b 
many of our Proteftant Elijahs afcended, in chariots of flame* to 
glory ; — and Riinne-mead, adjoining to Egham, where the fignitore 
of the great charter was extorted from king John. 

The area of Paul's Crofs was, formerly, more fpacioos, than that 
on which the tree at preient ftands. It commanded an extent of 
vacant ground, large enough to admit, with convenience, fome 
thoufands of auditors. For, bifliop Jewel, in a letter to Peter 
Martyr, written about the year i r6o, informed his learned friend* 
that nothing contributed more to the vifible increafe of Proteftantifin, 
than the inviting the people to iing pfalms : that this was began ill 
one church in London, and did quickly /jpread itfelf, not only 
through the city, but in the neighbouring places; and that, fome* 
times, at Paul's Crofs, there wonld be fix thonfand people fingiog 
together. This (added biihop Jewel) was very grievous to the 
Papilts.-.,-r-It was faid. White [the Popifh biihop ofWinchefterJ 
^ied of rage. (See Burnet's Hift. of Rcf. vol. iii. p. 290 ). 

At this famous CroTs it was, that the books of Vorilius^ the di& 
cjpleand fnccefibr of Arminins, were' publicly burned, in the year 
J 6 1 1 , by the exprefs order of king James I* And it was almoft the 
only aif^ of his whole reign, diat refleds honour on his memory.-— 
For, could a julter facrifice, than Vorftius's Arminian writings, be 
^oefumed at the Protettaat fluiee of Fiiol's Crofs i 

But 



mider James I. %t^ 

iBut it may be worth while, to hear the king's 
own words at full length- " Some of Vorftius's 
books were brought over into England ; and, as it 
Was reported, not without the knowledge apd direc* 
tion of the author. And, about the fame time, 
one Bertius, a fcholar of. the late Arminius (who 
£viz. Arminius] was the firft in our age that infeft- 
'td Lcyden with herefy) was fo impudent as to fend 
a letter unto the archbiftiop of Canterbury, with a 
book, entitled, De Apojiafid SanBorum. And, not 
thinkii^ it fufficient to avow the fending of fuch a 
book (the title whereof only, were enough to make 
it worthy the fire), hec was moreover fo (hamelefs, as 
to maintaine, in his letter to the archbifhop, that 
the dodrinc contained in his booke was agreeable 
with the dodrine of the Church of England. Let 
the Church of Chrift then judge, whether it was 
not h^h time for us to beftir ourfelves, when as 
this gangrene had not only taken hold amongft our 
nccreft neighbours, [viz. the Dutch], fo as non folum 
paries proximus jam ardebaty not only the next houfe 
was on fire, but did alfo begin to creep into the 
bowells of our own kingdom. For which caufe, 
having firft given order that the faid books of 
Vorfhus (hould be publicly burnt, as well in Paul's 
Church-yard, as in bothe the Univetfitys of this king- 
dome ; we thought good to renew our former re- 
queft unto the States (of Holland), for the banifli- 
ment.of Vorftius (»).'' 

This curious king- text deferves a commentary. 
And let us note, i . What an horrible opinion James 
entertained of Arminius himfelf : whom his majefty 
termed, an infeftor of Leyden with " herefy." 
This was neither more nor lefs, than calling the faid 
Van Harmin an heretic^ yea, an herefiarch, or an 
heretical ringleader, — 2. Obferve, how vigoroufly 
the king aflferted the dodrine of linal perfeverance. 

]^ Woskftof kiagJameiL p« 354.— — Lood. 16160 
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He denominates the contrary tenet, of the defei£li»* 
bility of the faints, " a gangrene :" and affirms^ 
that the very '* title page alone" of Bertius*s Trca- 
tife, rendered both title and treatife " worthy of the 
flames/* — 3. His majefly ftarcd (and well he 
might), with wonder and amazement, at Bertiu^*^ 
^* impudenqe," in prefoming to fend ** fuch" a 
book (a book which maintained that faints might 
ceafe to perfevere) to an archbiftiop of the Church 
of England ; who, as a i&ther in that church (and 
(lie never had a worthier father than archbilhop 
Abbot), could not but abhor the Pelagian dream 
of falling finally from grace, — ^But, 4. Behold the 
royal furprize wound up to the higheft aftoniIh«* 
ment, at the accumulated eflRx)ntery of Bertius. It 
was " impudent" in the faid Arminian to make a 
prefent of his book, againft perfeverance, to the 
archbifliop of Canterbury: but for the prcfent- 
maker to infinuate, that ^ the doftrine, contained ' 
in his book, was agreeable with the doftrine of the 
Church of England j" was indeed " ftiamdefs** be- 
yond all fufFerance : feeing the church herfelf averrs, 
in the 17th article, that they, who are endued with 
the excellent benefit of eledion, or predeftinatiou 
unto life, do, at length, aftually attain to everlafting 
felicity. — Obferve, 5. The anxiety, with which king 
•James marked the progrefs of Arminianifm in Hol- 
land. He trembled, left the " gangrene" ftiould 
extend to England alfo. He confidered the Dutch 
Netherlands as his next-door neighbours : and, their 
houfe being '* on fire" with the Arminian herefies, 
he was apprehenfive left the heretical flames might, 
by Popifli winds, be blown over to Britain. -r-6. He 
exprelfed a fear, that Arminianifm had already 
" began" to " creep" into the bowels, of his king- 
dom. His fears, however,, at that time (a:), feem 

;to 

(x) It was not WW ten or eleven years after this period, that» 
Fuller quaintly exprelTes it, ^^ many-Engliih^ foah' tcMt a cup 
much oi Bclgk wine : whereby their heads have not only 
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to have been premature. — 7. But the king's fears^ 
Bertius's " impudence," and Vorftius's impieties, all 
confpired to produce one very good effcft : to wit, 
the burning of Vorftius's books, — 8, Let it be added, 
that James had been almoft nine years on the throne 
of England, when he burned the books aforefaid. A 
proof that he did not foon difcountenance the doc- 
trines of the Reformation. His zeal for thofe doc- 
trines was red-hot, till he happened to find out, 
that his orthodoxy and his politics ftood in each 
other's way. Nor muft I omit, that his own writ- 
ings, \i(hich have fupplied me with the materials from 
whence the above conclufions are drawn, furnifh 
me likewife with another proof, that his perfeverance 
in defending the faith was long, tho' not final. For, 
the edition of his works, which I am now making ufe 
of, was printed in 161 6: which will fpin out his 
Calviniftic majefty's perfeverance to, at leaft, that 
year ; and that year was the fourteenth of his 
reign. 

We have feen that what king James entitles, his De- 
claration againft Vorftius, is not only pregnant with 
threatnings, and almoft with flaughters, againft that 
learned Arminian; but likewife breathes a very bit- 
ter fpirit of implacable refentment againft the me- 
mory of Arminius himfelf, who had been then dead 
about two years. Not fatisfied with terming Vor- 
ftius a " wretched heretic, or rather atheift (^ )," 
a ** monfter,*' an ^* Anti-St. John," and a " Samo- 

fatenian 

mwn dizzy, in matters of lefs moment; bat their whole bodies 
Sa^r in the fundamentals of their religion." Charch. Hi0. of 
Bnt. Book X. p. 6i. 

Bv the Belgic, or Dutch wine. Dr. Foller meant Arminianifm* 
Which wine, tho* made in Holland, was prefled from the Italtaa 
grape. Rome and Socinus fupplied die fruit, and Arminius fqoeez* 
M out the juice. 

(y) It muft be acknowledged, that Vorftius laid himfelf vcrjr 
open to this formidable charge. Among the tenets, for which li^ 
was ftiematized bv the king of England, were the following : 

Goa is Aot oacoangealdc in hit will 

Cit«\ 
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fatenian {%) \' the king hardly gives better qnartet 
to Arminius, from whofe root Vorftius had fprung* 
His majefty's inftruftions to his ambaffador in Hol- 
land, have thefe remarkable words: **You (hall 
repaire to the States General, with all poflible dill- 
gence, in our name : telling them, that wee doubt 
not, but that their ambaffadours, which were with 
us about 2 years fince, did inform them of a fore- 
warning, that wee wifhed the faid ambafladours to 
make unto them in our name, to beware, in time, of 
feditious and heretical preachers ; and not to (^xSkt 
any fuch to creepe into their State. Our principal 
meaning was of Arminius : who though himfelfwa* 
lately dead, yet had hee left too many of his difci* 
pies behind him (^).** The king added, that " the 
above-named Arminius'* was " of little better 
ftuff(^),*' than his difciple Vorftius. Anninius's 

God's foreknowledge w, in fome fort, conje^Bial; m having K» 
do with things of uncertain event. 

Future contingencies may, comparatively fpeaking, be faid to be 
lefs certain^ even to God himfelf, than things pad or prefent. 

If all things whatever, and every event whatever, were pre« 
clfely determined from eternity^ God's providence would ceaie to 
be needful. 

Do^or Fuller, the hiftorkm, was not miftaken in giving the fol- 
lowing charader of Vorftius and his fyftem. •* This Vorftius had 
both written and received feveral letters from certain Samofateniaii 
heretics in Poland, and thereabouts : and it happened, that be had 
bandied pirch fo long, that at laft it ftuck to his fingers, and [he} 
became infeded therewith. Whereas it hath^ been the labour of the 
pioos and learned, in all ages, to mount man to God, as much as 
Slight be, by a facrcd adoration f which, the more humble, the more 
high) of the divine incomprehenfiblenefs ; this wretch did feek to 
ftoop God to man, by debafing his purity ; aifigning him a mar 
terialbody; confining his immenfity, as not bemg everywhere! 
ihaking his immutability, as if his will were fubjedl to change % 
darkening his pmnifciency, as uncertain in futore contingents ; with 
many more noonftrous ojMnions, fittier to be remanded to hell, than 
committed to writing." Church Hift. x. &q* 

In ihort, if Vorftius was (as he ftronely appears to have been} 
9 materialift, the king did him no injury in calling him an 
atheift. 



(x) James's Works, p. 349, 350. 365, 377. 
(d) King James's Works, p. 350. . (A) IWd. 
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own writings bear full witnefs to the juftnefs oi 
Jameses remark. And, continued his majefty, 
** though [Arminius] himfelfe be dead, he hath left 
his fting yet living among them (r)/' 

In a letter to the States themfelves, his majefty 
informs them, "It was our [i. e. king James's own] 
hard hap, not to heare of this Arminius, before he 
was dead, and th^t all the reformed churches of 
Germany had with open mouth complained of him* 
But as foon as wee underftood of that diftradion in 
your State, which after his death he left behind 
him, we did not faile, taking the opportunitie when 
your iaft extraordinary ambafladors were here with 
us, to ufe fome fuch fpeeches unto them, concern- 
mg this matter, as wee thought fitteft for the good 
of your State, and which we. doubt not but they 
have faithfully reported unto you. For, what need 
we make any queftion of the arrogance of thefe he- 
letiques, or rather atheiftical fedaries, among you ; 
when one of them [viz. Bertius, already noted], at 
thisprefent remaining in your town of Leyden, hath 
not only prefumed to publifh, of late, a blafphe^ 
mous bcioke of the apoftacie of the faints, but hath, 
befides, beene fo impudent as to fend, the other day,, 
a copie thereof, as a goodly prefent, to our arch- 
faiihop of Canterbury ? together with a letter, where- 
in he fBcrtius] is not afhamed (as alfo in his booke) 
to lie fo grofsly, as to avow, that his herefies, con- 
teined in his faid booke, are agreeable with the re- 
ligion and profeffion of our reformed Church of 
England. For thefe refpeds, therefore, have we 
came enough, very heartily to requeft you to rootc 
out, with fpeed, thofe herefies and fchifmcs, which 
am beginning to bud foorth among you : which if yotr 
fuflfer to have the reines any longer, you cannot ex* 
fed any other iffue thereof, than the curfe of God, 
iQ&my throughout all the refornied churches, and a 

. (c) Ibi^ 
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perpetual rent and difbradbion in the whole body of 
your State. But if, peradventure, this wretched 
Vorftius (hould denie or equivocate upon thofe blaf- 
phemous poynts of herefie and atheifm, which al» 
ready he hath broached; that, perhaps, maymoove 
you to fpare his perfon and not caufe him to bee 
burned (which never any heretique better deferved, 
and wherein we will leave him to your owne chriftian 
wifdome) : but to fufFer him, upon any defence, or 
abnegation, which hee (hall offer to make, ftiU to 
continue and to teach amongft you, is a thing (b 
abominable, as, we affure ourfelves, it will not once,, 
enter into any of your thoughts (^)." 

More matter for difquifition ! But my remarks^ 
fhall not be exuberant. Obferye, thei^, i. That 
Bertius's book againft final perfeverance, and his 
prefenting a copy of it to the archbifliop of Canter- 
bury, but chiefly his having affirmed that he (jBcr^ 
tius] and the Church of England were of one mind 
in that point ; were infults, which James's ortho- 
doxy could neither forget nor digeft. 2. In his 

majefty's opinion, Vorftius was an "heretic," a 
" monfter,'* and an " atheift;** and Arminius 

was " of little better ftufF." 3. So obfcure was 

Arminius, during his life-time, and fo little progrefs 
had Arminianifm then made; that the king had 
never fo much as heard of Arminius 'till after the 
faid Arminius " was dead/' A circumftance, which 
James lamented, and called by the name of " hard 
hap:" intimating, that had he known of Arminius's 
fchifm, while the fchifmatic himfelf was in the land 
of the living, the royal pen would have been drawn 
no lefs againft Van Harmin himfelf, than it was, 
afterwards, againft Vorftius. — 4. As foon as Armi- 
nius's Pelagian innovations became known, the Pro- 
teftants were ftruck with alarm: "All the reformed 
churches in Germany,'* and elfewhere, " complained 

{i) Ibid. p.3fy» 
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•f him,** i. c. complained of 'Armlnius, " with 
©pen mouth." — 5. When king James became acr 
qusunted with Arminius*s tenets, condudt, and cha- 
rafter, his majefty pronounced him to have been, 
" afeditious and heretical preacher :" Yea, a mon-? 
fter with a " fting," and an " enemy of God." — 

6. James alfo declared the new Arminians, or (as 
himfelf expreffed it), the " too many difciphs" 
whom Arminius "left behinde him," to be " ar- 
Fc^ant heretics," and " atheiftical feftaries." — 

7. In the judgment of the faidldng, Bertius's Trea- 
tife againft Perfeverance,. was, a ^^ prefumptuous" 
and a " blafphemous" book: and the author him- 
felf an " impudent heretic," and a " grofs liar,"^ 
Terms, thefe,, I acknowledge, ul:terly unit for a king 
to make ufe of: but James had no more of politeneS 
iahis compofition,. than he fuppofed the Arminians* 
to havcof Chriftianity in their fyftem*— 8. He " very 
heartily" requefted the States General to " root 
out" the Arminians, as " heretics" and " fchif- 
matics:" and enforces his exhortation, under the 
penalty of God's " curfe," of " infamy" among- 
men, and of perpetual " rent" and " diftradtion" 
throughout the whole body of the Dutch Provin- 
CCS*,-' — 9. He defires them to diveft Vorftius of his 
promotion: — lo.Tobanifli him from their domi- 
ftbns : — and 11. In his plenitude of outrageous 
zeal, he drops a pretty bros^d hint,, that the ma^- 
ftrates of Holland would greatly oblige the king of 
England, were they to " caufe" Vorftius " to be 
burned :" a death, fays his majefty, " which never 
any heretic better dcferved." An horrid intimatioaf 
but worthy of the fanguinary tyrant that gave it! 
The Galviniftic doftrines, retained by fuch an ungfa- 
cious bigot, refembled (what fome naturalifts have 
feigned) a. pearl in the head of a. toad* — 12. Let it 
not be over-lookedy that James's declaration againft 
Vofftitts, in which the above cited particulars occur^ 
is folemnly dedicated and infcribedx by the king 
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himfelf, to Jefus Chrift {e)., i fee, tbcreFore, no 
reafon to doubt of the iSncerity with which he op- 
pofed Arminianiftn. Bad as he was, he was cerr^ 
tainly in earneft. The' fome other ingredients, be- 
fides that of mere zeal for the Proteftant doftrines, 
had, tis probable, a (hare in the violent counfels witk 
which his Britannic majefly fo . officioiifly peftered 
the States of Holland. 

It was, however, no new thing with James, to 
hate and oppofe Arminianifm. Of this, he had be- 
fore given fufEcient proof, during the confienence 
held at Hampton Court, in the very infancy of hk 
Englifti reign. 

The feverity of Elizabeth's laws, againft the Pu- 
ritans, had retained a great number of that bod^ 
within the vifible pale of the Church eftabliflbed^ 
and forced them into a fort of outward conformitf 
to inftitutions which they were extremely remote 
from cordially approving. Thefe, and a very few 
others, whom no coercive penalties had induced to 
temporize, flattered themfelves, that James, who 
was by profeffion a Prefbyterian, would, on fucceedr 
ing to Elizabeth's throne, relax and widen the terms 
of communion. 

It is extremely problematical, whether James, 
even when king of Scotland only, entertained any 
ferious intention^ to favour thofe people, {hould he 
ever have it in his power. He feems, from the firft^ 

(e) That frivolous pride, which difplays it's plumes, ia oider to 
attrad the admiration of oar fellow mortals, froths and eTapoiatet 
into vanity. But the folemn pride, which dares unfurl itfeli to the 
eye of Heaven, blackens and condenfes into impiety, Tis bard to 
fay, whether James difcovered more weakness, or profineneis, in 
this extraordinary dedication; wherein he prefomed to addrefa the 
Saviour of finners, in a ftyk, which breathed more of equality^ dm 
of adoration: fubfcribing himfelf our Lord's 

•^ Moft humble, and moft obliged iervaot, 
James, by tbegraoeof God, 
King of Great Britain, FrancCj aodlrehad ; 
Defender of the Faith/'. 
Works, p. iiS. 
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to have drank verjr deeply into the low arts of a 
narrow fubtilty, which disfigured and difcoloured all 
the leading aftions of his lire. Twelve or thirteen 
years before he afcended the throne of England, 
he laboured to ingratiate himfelf with the Scotch 
kirk, by an indecent (and, as heir prefumptive to 
Elizabeth, by a very impolitic) cenfure of the Eng^ 
lifti ritual, "As for our neighbour Kirk of Eng- 
land,** faid he, (landing in an aflembly of his clergy, 
with his head uncovered, and his hands (in one of 
which, he held his bonnet) raifed toward heaven ; 
" As for our neighbour Kirk of England, their fer- 
vioc jl an evil mafs faid in Englifti. They want 
nothing of the mafs, but the liftings. I chaise you, 
my good minifters, doftors, elders, nobles, gentle- 
men, and barons, to (land to your purity, and to ex- 
hort the people to do the fame. And I, forfooth, 
as long as I brook my life, (hall maintain the 
(amc." This was in 1590. Eight years after, he 
told his parliament, that he had no intention " to 
bring in Papiftical or Anglican bilhops (/)." Such 
were his compliments on the Church of England. 

But he was no fooner at the head of that Church, 
than he either dropped the {g) mafque, or was pro- 

{/) See Harris's Life of James L p« i^, 26. 

Ig) A mafque indeed it feems to have always been : but, if 
James's own atteftation be admitted as valid^ his hypocrify is cer* 
tain, and placed beyond difpute. For, fays Barlow, his majefty 
profefled, at (the Hampton conference, that tho% in the foregoing 
part of his life, he had " lived among Puritans, and was kept, for 
the moft part, as a ward under them; yet, iince he was of the age 
of his fonne, ten years old, he ever difliked their opinions : as the 
Savionrof the world faid^ tho' he lived among them, he was not 
oftbem." (Snmme and fubft. of the conference, &c. p« 20. edit. 
)6ac}«— — Thus was James not aihamed, to confefs himfelf an 
hypocrite from the tenth to the thirty feventh year of his age : i. e. 
an hypocrite of feven and twenty yeaiB ftanding ! And^ (which 
crowned this unblulbing declaration with the moft mocking impiety) 
the adorable Redeemer of men; in whofe mouth was no guile, is pro- 
fanely lug^ in as a pander to the duplicity of the mod contemp- 
tible diflembler that ever entsmgled the reins of government. 

Vol. JI. (7) Q^ feV^t^^ 
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felyted by the Englifli prelates, who had feafonablyi 
and difcreetly gained his ear. The Puritans in this 
kingdom quickly found, that they had miftaken? 
their man : for James was (hot up> all at once, inta^ 
a very high church-man. 

Under pretence of trying to bring matters to aa» 
amicable compromife between the Epifcopalians and? 
the Prefbyteriansj a conference v/as opened at 
Hampton Court, between the two parties, on Sa- 
turday, the 14th of January, 1604, Buti on th«^ 
king's fide, the whole interview was only a mere 
ftate manoeuvre, and no othcrwife defigned fttoi' 
the firft. Eveiy circumftance demonftratcdf^tlut^ 
it had been refolved, beforehand,, to* let til tinfigsi 
continue as they were. Dr. Wclwood is undouhfa^t 
edly right, in affirmii^, that the conference at. 
Hampton Court " was but a blind to introduce', 
epifcopacy into Scotland : all the^ Scotch noblemen^ 
then at court, being defigned to be prefent^ and 
others, both noblemen and minifters, being called 
up, from Scotland^ ta affift at it^ by the king's. 
letter (i&).'^ \ 

How contemptible James rendered himfelf, ia 
the courfe of the three days debate, abundantly ap- 
pears, even from the well-gloflTed narrative of Bar-^ 
low. So far from prcferving the dignity of a king, 
or the candour of a public father^ or evjcn. the decent 
coolnefs of a moderator ; he behaved^, on one hand, 
with all the weaknefs of a dupe : and, on the other,, 
with all the infolence of a bully.. 

His majefty, and" Bancroft bifliop of London^, 
monopolized much of the conference to themfelves.. 
That prelate has been reprefented, as having leaned 
to Arminianifm : but, for my life^, I could never 
find any proof of it. Sure I ap, that, during, the 
faid Hampton conference, his lordfliip acquitted" 

(^) Compl, Hift. vol, ii, p. 66jf 

himfelf,. 
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kimfclf, in all theological refpefts, like a fober, ju^' 
dicious, well-principled Calvinift.' 

Dr. Reinolds, one of the four who appeared for 
the Puritans, moved, that part of the i6th article 
might be explained; and that the famous Lambeth 
articles might be incorporated with the 39 (/). 

James, it feems, had never heard of thbfh Lam- 
beth articles befdre : and therefore, fays Barlow, 
** His majefty could not fuddenly anfwer ; becaufe 
he tmderftood not what the Doft'or meai)t by thofe 
aflertions, or propofitions at Lambeth. But, when 
it was informed his majefty, that, by reafon of fome 
controverfies, arifing in Cambridge, about certaine 
points of divinity, my lord's grace'* [viz. Whitgift ^ 
archbifhop of Canterbury] ^^aflembled fome di- 
vines of efpecial note, to let downe their opinions, 
which they drew into nine aflertions j ' and fo fenf 
them to the Univerfity, for appealing of thofe quar- 
rels: Then his majefty anfwered, i. That, when 
fuch queftions arife among fchoUers, the quieteft 
proceeding were to determine them in the Univer- 
fities, and not to ftufFe the booke [viz. the 39 ar- 
ticles] with conclufions theological. 2. The better 
courle would be, to punifti the broachers, of falfe 
doftrine, as occafion Ihould be offered : for were the 
articles never fo many and found, who can prevent 
the contrary opinions of men 'till they be heard ?" 

Hence it appears, i . That one reafon of James's 
declining to fuper-add, by exprefs authority, the ar- 
ticles of Lambeth to the nine and thirty eftabliftied 
articles of the church, w^s, not any disapprobation 
of the Lambeth articles themfelves^ but becaufe he 
was unwilling to " ftufie," i. e. to enlarge, the 39 
articles with more " conclufions theologicall," thau 
were needful. And, herein, the king judged wifely 
enough. Thete was no fort of neceffity tor infert- 
ing the Lambeth propofitions : fincje they do not 

(i] Summe of the Conf« p. 24 8c 391 
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affirm any fingle do&rine, which is not, either ex* 
prefsly, or virtually^ contained, in the 39 articles al- 
ready eftabliftied, 1 obferve,. 2. That theking^ 

on being informed what the Lambeth articles were,, 
and on what occafion they had been framed, did 
tacitly allow the orthodoxy of the faid articles : fox 
he gave the company to underftand, that there was 
the lefs need of embodying thofe articles with the 
thirty-nine, as himfelf ftooa in conftant readinefs to 
" punilh'^ the " broachers of falfe doftri^e:". i. e. 
to punifti thofe who might broach any doftrine con- 
trary to that of the- Lambeth articles^ and of the 39 
articles of the Church of England. 

No fooner did James intimate this bis defign of 
punifliing the " broachers of felfe do6trine }' than 
a certain perfon, then prefent, took the alarm, and 
began to enter a caveat in his own behalf. This 
was Dr. John Overall, at that time dean of St. Paul's^ 
and who died bifliop of Norwich. He was fuppofed, 
by fome, to have been a fort of mongrel divine; 
half-Calvinift, and half-Arminian. But I am not 
difpofed to judge fo harfhly of that learned man. 
The only article, in which (fo far as lean hitherto 
recoiled) he appears to have deviated from the Pro- 
teftant fyftem, was, refpefting the pofllbility of a 
total (though he denied the poflibility of a final) 
fall from juftification. 

*^ Upon this,'* i. e.. inftantaneoufly on James's 
profefling his intention to punifh the broachers of 
falfe dodtrine as occafion fhould be offered,. " the 
deane of Paules, kneeling downe, humbly defired 
leave to fpeak : fignifying unto his majefty,.that this 
matter fomewhat more nearly concerned^ him [viz^ 
the fpeaking dean], by reafon of controverfie be- 
tweene him and fome other in Cambridge, upon a 
propofition which he had delivered there : namely j^ 
that whofoever, although before jxjtflified, did com- 
mit any grievous fin, as adultery,, murder, treafon^ 
or the like, did become,. ippfaHo^ fubjed to God'i 

wrath. 
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<iTath, and guilty of damnation ; or were in ftate of 
damnation, quoad prafentem fiatim^ until they re- 
J)ented (*).'• 

Thus fpake the kneeling dean : and the fum of 
his opuiion certainly amounted to this, that a jufti- 
fied man might totally lofe his juftification. But 
whether the faid dean {who, doubtlefs, kept his eyes 
ftea(fily fixed on the king, and acutely watched every 
motion of the royal race) aftually difcerned any 
fymptoms of incipient difpleafure louring on his ma- 
jefty's brow ; or whether the prudent ecclefiaftic 
only intended to guard himfelf. In general, againft 
all poffible " punifliment" as a " broacher of falfe 
do€trine ;^' cannot, at this diftance of time, be in- 
fallibly determined. Thus much, however, is cer- 
tain : that, for fome prefent reafon or other, the 
dean, in the very midft of his oration, fuddenly 
wheeled about,, and pofitively denied that juftifica- 
tion could be even totally, much kfs finally, lofl. 
For thus the narrative proceeds : " Adding here- 
unto," i. e. dean Overall, immediately after declar- 
ing that juflified perfons, who fall into atrocious 
fins, are in a flate of damnation, quoad prafent em 
fiatum^ until they repent; fubjoined, in the fame 
breath, ^' That thofe which were called and juftified 
according to the purpofe. of God's eleftion, howfo- 
ever they might, and did, fometime fall into griev- 
ous fins, and thereby into the prefent flate of wrath 
and damnation ; yet did never fall, either totally, 
from all the graces of God, [fo as] to bee utterly 
dcflitute of all the parts and feed thereof, nor finally 
from juflification : but were in time renewed by 
God's fpirit, unto a lively faith and repentance, 
&c. (/)." ^ ' 

This feafonable falvo faved Overall's credit with 
his majcfly. James, whofe fcience lay more in 
terms, than in things, was extremely well fatisfied 

{Jk) Sammc of theCoa, p. 41, 42« (/) IbidU ^« \v« 
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with his dean*s orthodoxy. As long as fome often* 
fible refpeft w^,s paid to the two words, total and 
final ; the royal difputant looked no farther. 

The king, however, embraced this opportunity 
of entering " i^to a longer fpeech of predeftination 
and reprobatioiti thah before; and of the neceffary 
ponjoyning rep6nt^nce and bolineffe of life with true 
jfaith : concluding, that it was hypocrifie, and not 
true juftifying (iiithy which was levered from thenii 
For although," ^dded his liiajefty, " predeftination 
and eleftion depispd not on any qualities, aftions^ or 
yf<^ks of man, which be mutable ; but upon God's 
eternal and inimutable decree iand purpofc: yct^ 
iuch is the rie<:efiity of repentance, after kndWno 
finnes committed, as thatj without it, there could 
not be, either rqc<inciliation with God, or remiffioa 
of thofe fins (>w)/' 

Should the reader aft, * Why I fo carefully recite 
what paffed, in thQ Hampton Court conference, rct 
Ipeding predeftination?' lanfwer: To fhew the 
total want of tr\ith, with which fome late Arminian 
^writers infinuate, that predeftination was not, at that 
time, a facred article of faith with James and the 
ruling clergy. 

In this fame conference it was, that Bancroft (then 
biftiop o( Juondon, and, fhortly afterwards, arch* 
biftiop of Canterbury) fuggefted that fcriptural and 
judicious caution, concerning predeftination, which 
has been already referred to in a («) preceding part of 
this work, That great and able prelate's own words 
fball clofe our prefent fcetch of the Hampton inter-^ 
^ew.T-r^" The biftiop of London took occafion to 
lignifie to his majefty, how very many, in thefe 
daies, negledting holinefle of life, prefumed too 
much of perfifting of grace, laying all their religion 
upon predeftination ; [arguing thus with themr 
felv^s]), if I (hall bee faved, I fliall be faved : which 

. i^i Mi^ p. 43> 44* {«) See toI. i. p. 273. 

he 
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lie fthe bi{hop]j termed [and with great reafon] a 
defperate doftnne, contrary to good divinity, and 
the true doftrine of predeftination ; wherein wee 
fliould reafon, rather afcendendo^ than defcendendo, 
*hus : I live in obedience to God, in love with my 
neighbour ; I follow my vocation, &c. therefore I 
truft, that God hath elefted me, and predeftinated 
me to falvation* Not thus, which is the ufual courfe 
of argument, God hath predeftinated and choftn me 
to life, therefore, ^tho* I fin never fo grievoufly, yet 
I flial not be danined (0).** 

• In this excellent Caveat againft tlie abufe of pre- 
deftination, Bancroft goes ho farther than Calvin 
iiimfelf had gone before* Sti igitur bac nobis intmi^ 
rendi via ta exordium fumamus a Dei vocatione ; fays tliat 
iHuftrious reformci: : i. e. In all our enquiries into 
j)redeftination, let iis never fail to begin with effec- 
tual calling (/)). — '- — Again: There are fome who 
^ on, fecurely, in fin^ alledging, that, if they arc 
in the number of the eleft, their vices will not hin- 
•der them from going to heaven. Such execrable 
language,' as this, is not the holy bleating of Chrift's 
Iheep; but, as Calvin very juftly ftyles it^fosdus por- 
corum grunnittiSy the impure grunting of fwine. For, 
adds that incomparable man, we learn from - St. 
Paul, that we are elefted to this very end, 'even to 
•holinefs and biameleflhefs of living. Now, if fane- 
•tity of life is the very end, fcope, and drift of elec- 
tion itfelf; 'twill follow, that the doftrine ofeleftiori 
Ihould awaken and fpur us on to fanftification, in- 
ftead of furniftiing us with a falfe plea for indo- 
lence (q)-. Thus perfeftly were Calvin and Bancroft 
agreed^ 

Almoft 

(0) Summe of the Conf. p. 29. (/) Calvtni Inftit. p. 3. c. 24, 
fy4^ l^)^Uc aotem foedgs porcorom grannitus a Paulo 

rite compefcitur. Secures fe in vitiis pergcre, dicnnt; quia, fi iint 
e numero eledlorum, nihil obfutora fint vitia^ qaominus tandem ad 
ifitam perdu cantur. Atqui in hunc finem eleoos efle nos Faulus ad- 
woQet> ut fan6tum ac iuculpatam vitam tiaducamos. Si eleflionis 

0^4 fcopu3 
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Almoft fifteen years after the Hampton Court 
conference, king James and the Church of England 
gave the moft public proof of their continued Cal- 
vinifm, by the diftinguilhed part they bore in the 
tranfaftions of the fynod of Dort. 

The difturbances, raifed and fomented by the Ar- 
minian fadtion, in Holland, were, in the year 1618, 
(i. e. about nine years after Arminius*s deceafe), 
rifen to fuch a height, as threatened to involve both 
the church and ftate of the United Provinces in one 
common mafs of total ruin. What embolden the 
Arminians, was, the fecrct encourage^ient they rc-_ 
ceived from foreign and domeftic Papifts. .We have 
already heard, from Wilfon, that the kings of France 
and Spain clandeftinely blowed the Arminian flame 
in Holland, " as the immediate way to introduce 
Popery." And Mr. Camden has preferved the name 
of one of the French agents, who were privately dif- 
patched to Holland on that laudable errand. " Jxoly 
27, news was brought [viz. to the Englifti court], 
of Boflis, a Frenchman, being fent into the Low 
Countries, to ftrengthen the Catholic and Arminian 
parties (r)." Sir Dudley Carlton, alfo, who was 
ambaffador from the Englifti court to the States (Ge- 
neral, makes exprefs mention, in a letter to arch* 
bifliop Abbot, of " the French ambaffador's private 
praftices in favour of the Arminian party (j).** 
Could the Dutch Arminians juftly complain, if they 
were treated as enemies to their country ? 

Treated fo they undoubtedly were, for a time : 
and no faction upon earth ever deferved it more. 
They artfully attempted to make Europe believe, 
that they were perfecuted, entirely, on account of 

fcopus eft vitae fanflimonia, magis ad earn alacritdr meditandam ex- 
peigefacere et Himulare nos debet quam ad defidae praetextum valere« ' 

Calvinus, Ibid. cap. 23. f. 2. 
(f) Camden's Annals of King James I. fub. An. 161 8. 
{s) See the Letters annexed to Mr. Hales's Remains; p. 176.^- 
Edit. 1673. 

their 
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their religious tenets. But it was no fuch thing. 
They were repreffed as public enemies to the State. 
The danger, indeed, and the venom of their political 
views conduced, very naturally, to bring their theo- 
logical principles into additional difcredit. Yet 
were they perfecuted (as they called it), not merely 
as Arminians but as traitors. 

" On the 19th of Auguft [16 18], the prime ring- 
leaders of the fedition, Barnevelt, Hoogenberts, and 
Grotius, were feized on at the Hague, as they were 
entering the Senate, and committed to fcveral pri- 
Ibns. This caft a general damp on the fpirits of 
the remonftrants [for fo the Arminians called them- 
fclvcs], as if they had been cruflied in the head (/)." 

Of the three delinquents, only Barnevelt was facri- 
ficed to the juftice of his injured country. He fuf- 
fcred decapitation at the Hague, May 14, 1619. 
The fentence, by which he was condemned, enume- 
rated, without any exaggeration, the principal 
crimes, whereby he had violated the duties of a 
good citizen. Among others, he was juftly charged 
with having endeavoured to difturb the peace of the 
land; with kindling the fire of diffention in the 
provinces ; raifing foldiers in the diocefe of Utrecht ; 
revealing the fecrets of the State; and receiving pre- 
fents and gifts from foreign princes. Even Peter 
Jieylyn confeffes to have heard, that the Spanifh 
court fecretly fomented the defigns of Barne- 
velt (»). 

Nor could any thing be more natural. Philip 
III. ftill confidered the, United Provinces as a parcel 
of his own dominions: and, indeed, they had (haken 
off his yoke but a very few years before, and were not 
acknowledged, by Spain, as a free date, till thirty 
years after, viz. the year 1648. No wonder, there- 
fore, that king Philip fought with eagernefs, to avail 
bimfelf of the Armmian fchifm : a Ichifm, which, 

(/) Wilfoo, Ui C p. 7 1 8, (») HiR. of the FieibTtenant, p. 396. 

at 
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at once, bade fair to exterminate the Pro* 
teftant religion from the Dutch Netherlands, an<| 
to reduce them afrefti to the obedience of Spain* 
Hence arofe Philip's fecret tamperings with Barne- 
velt, the fecular head and proteftor of that Armi- 
nian fedk, from whofe doArinal innovations and 
political intrigues the Spanifh monarch had fo many 
advantages to expeft. But the wifdom, courage, 
dnd adivity of Maurice, prince of Orange, were 
the means, which Providence ufed, to defeat the ini- 
quitous fchemes of the Arminian and Spanifh fac- 
tion. The fcizure of the principal rebels and in?- 
cendiaries, together with thcexecution of Barnevelt, 
in whom both thofe charaders were united; laaii^ 
once more, that foundation of national liberty and 
fafety, which the Dutch to this day enjoy^ and 
whicli have lince condxiccd to render that illufbiows 
TepubEc of fuch weight and importance in the Eu- 
ropean fcale. 

What prince Maurice did for the State, the coun- 
cil of Dort did for the church of Holland : as if 
pure religion and civil liberty were irreverfibly fated 
to fall and rife together. 

The Reformation appears to have been firfl in- 
troduced into the Dutch Provinces, by the numerous 
French refugees, who fled thither, about the middle 
of the fixteenth century. For feme time, Protef- 
tantifm diffufed itfelf infenfibly among the natives, 
who were then fubjedl to the crown of Spain. By 
degrees, the progrefs of evangelical truth became fo 
«xtenfive, and the number of its partizans grew fo 
confiderable, and, about the year 1567, they ven- 
tured to draw up a confeflion of faith, formed en- 
tirely on the iyftem of Calvin. Their Spanilh go- 
vernors foon took the alarm. To check the fpread* 
ingherefy, and to teftrain the Dutch within thcL 
bonds both of Popilh and of Spanilh obedience, the 
inquilition was eftablifhed by force ; and that bloody 

tribunal 
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tribunal difpatched multitudes of fouls, by a fhort 
way to Heaven. Civil and ecclefiaftical grievances 
were, at length, fb multiplied and a^ravated, that 
the people, harraffed by a never-ending train of in- 
tolerable oppreflions, were compelled to feek relief 
in themfelves. Every tyranny has its crifis ; which 
having attained, -the mock- fun declines, more rapidly 
than it rofe. Providence fucceeded the pious and ^ 
patriotic efforts of the Dutch. After fome years noble 
and obftinate ftruggle, thofe Provinces threw off Popery 
and llavery together. The pure religion of the gofpe! 
continued to ftiine, with uninterrupted beams, for 
the moft part, on that free and happy people ; 'till 
Arminius darkened and difturbed their hemifphere. 
The commotions, began by that peflilent fchifma- 
tic, and raifed to almoft a ruinous height, by his im- 
mediate followers, were, as has been already inti- 
mated, fupprefTed by prince Maurice and his pa- 
triots, fomr as concerned the State. To extinguifh 
tht fire which had half confumed the church, and 
to re-fettle its faith on its original Calviniflic balis, 
was the tafk affigned to the fynod at Dort. 
. That famous alTembly began to fit, on Tuefday 
morning, November the thirteenth, 161 8. The 
States of Holland intended, at firfl, that the fynod 
fliould confifl of rio more than their own provincial 
divines. It was at the perfuafion of (.v) king James 
I. (whofe requeft was fignified and feconded by 
Maurice prince of Orange), that feled: miniflers, 
deputed from England and from other reformed 
countries, were admitted to afTift in the delibera- 
Itions at Dort, His majefl)% doubtlefs, wifhed to 

Ix) " Ad candcm [viz, Synodam], pnetcr profeflbres Dd(bo9, 
9C miniftros, fenloiefque, CAqaifita; eruditionis viros; ex vidnit 
naAs, ditionibas, ac rebufpublicis. qux religionem piofitentar 
letormatam, fuafu imprimis inaximi ac ferenimmi Jacobi I. Dei 
gratia^ magnae Britannise regis, & aarificano principe ia confiliam 
iS^bibito, ^eberrimos theoTogas rocavimus." 

A^ fy oodi Dordrecnt. lo Dedic.—Edjt. Dord. 1620. 1 

. feize 
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feizc fo fair an occafion of avowing, to all Europe^ 
both his own doftrinal Calvimfe, and that of thtr 
Church of England* 

Heylyn himfclf gives us to iinderftand, that 
James's immediate view was, to condemn the Ar* 
ininian tenets with the greater formality : " Thofe 
opinions,** fays Heylyn, " which he (the king) had 
laboured to condemn at the fynod at Dort(^)/* 
The fame writer informs us, that the Dutch, ante- 
cedently to the aftual calling together of that fynod, 
took care " to invite to their affiftance, fome di- 
vines, out of all the churches of Calvin's platform ; 
and none elfe(2;)." In faying whereof, the Armi-^ 
nian unwarily concedes the church of England, 
among the reft, to be a church of Calvin*s platfcxtn; 
as, in point of do&rine, (he certainly is^ and has 
been from her very firft reformation. 

James's requfeft being granted, and what divines, 
he might pleafe to fend, being invited ; his majefty 
nominated four very eminent dignitaries, to rcprc- 
fent the Church of England, in the fynod ; and one 
divine to reprefent the Church of Scotland. The 
Englifh reprefentatives were. Dr. George Carleton, 
then bifliop of LandafF, and afterwards of Chi* 
chefter ; Dr. Jofeph Hall, then dean of Worcefter, 
afterwards biftiop of Exeter, and, laftly, of Nor- 
wich ; Dr. John Davenant, then mafter of Queen's 
College, Cambridge, and Margaret profeffor ; after- 
wards, bifliop of Salifbury ; and Dr. Samuel Ward,. 
mafter of Sydney College, and archdeacon of 
Taunton. 

The four Englifh divines waited on the king, at 
Newmarket, to receive his inftruftions. What 
thofe inftrudions were, may be feen in Fuller (^). 
On the 8th of Oftober, 1618, Dr. Davenant and 
Dr. Ward attended bis majefty, once more, at 



1^. 



(j^) Life of Laud, p. no, (») Ibid, p. 75, (a) Chnrdt 
-'^ book X. p. 77, 78, 

Royfton ; 
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!R.oyftoni who» commanding them to.fit down^ 
converfed very familiarly with them for two hours ; 
and, on parting, folemnly befought God to blefs 
their endeavours at the enfuing fynod lb). 

Sailii^ from the Englifli coafl, our tour delegates 
landed at Middleburgh, in Zealand, Odober 20 ; 
arrived at the Hague> on the 27th, where they had 
the honour to kifs the hand of the lauFelled patriot^ 
prince Maurice ; and, from thence, repaired to 
Dort, the main fcene of a6bion« Dr. Balcanqual, 
who appears to have fat out later, did not take his 
place in the fynod, until December lo. 

The members of this fynod formed a coaftclktion 
of the bed and moil learned theologians that had 
ever met in council^ fince the dilperfion of the 
apofUes ; unlefs we except the imperial convocation 
at Nice, in the fourth century* Read but the namea 
of Heinfius, Lydius, Hommius, Voetitis, Bifterfidd, 
Triglandius, Bojermannus, Sibelius, Gomarus, Po*- 
^mder^ Thyfius, Walseus, Scultetus, Altingius, 
Deodatus, Carleton, Davenant, Hall; excli^veljf 
q£ the many other firft-rate worthies,, who confti* 
tuted and adorned this ever memorable aflembly 5 
and doubt, if you can, whether the fun could fhine 
on a living colle6tion of more exalted piety and ftu- 
pendens erudition. 

That low and virulent Arminian,. Jdin Goodwin,. 
the fifth monarchy man, compares the fynod with 
Herod, who, " for his oath's fake,, contrary to his 
minde, caufed John the baptift's head to be given to 
Herodias in a platter (^ }/* Intimating, that the Dor- 
d^chtan fathers had, before the commencement of 
their fynodical bufinefs, taken an oath to condemns 
the Arminians at all events. — Dr. Fuller is even with. 
Goodwin, and repays that libeller in his own coin,, 
by comparing him to- Pilate. " See here," fays the 
hiftorian, " how this fuggefter,. though at firft he. 

(l) Fuller, Ibid, p. 78, (c) Sec Fuller, u^ f. p, 84,. 

takek 
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takes water, and waflies his hands, with 4 ^fartrj 
it from me to fubfcribe the report ;* yet, aftcrwarcfc^ 
he crucifies the credit of an whole fynod, and makes 
them all guilty of no lefs than damnable perjury- •^- 

" I could have wifhed, that he had menti6ned]L 
in the margin, the authors of this fuggcftkm.-*** 
Whereas, now, the omiflion thereof will give oc- 
cafion to fome, to fufpeft him for the firft raifer Jrf 

the report. Mufing with myfelf on ftiis matter^ 

and occafionally exchanging letters with the ions of 
bifliop Hall ; it came into my mind, to alk them 
Jofeph's queftiort to his Brethren, Is yonr father 
well ? the old man, of whom ye fpake, is he yet 
alive ? And, berng informed of his life and heifclth, 
i addrefled myfelf, in a letter, to him, for fatisSic- 
tion in this particular ; who was pleafed to honour 
me with this return, herein inferted : 

" Whereas you defire from me a juft relati<m of 
the carriage of the bufineflfe at the fynod at Dort : and 
the conditions required of our divines there^ at or 
before their admiflion to that grave and learned af* 
fembly ; I, whom God was pleafed to employ as an 
unworthy agent in that great work, and to referve 
ftill upon earth, after all my reverend and worthy 
affociates doe ; as in the prefence of that God to whom 
I am now daily expefting to yield up my account^ 
teftifie to you, and (if you will) to the world, that 
I cannot, without juft indignation, read that flander- 
ous imputation, which Mr. Goodwin, in his Re- 
demption Redeemed, reports to have been raifed 
and caft upon thofe divines, eminent both for learn- 
ing and piety, that they fufFered themfelves to be 
bound with an oath, at, or before their admiflion 
into that fynod, to vote down the remonftrants 
[i. e. the Arminians] howfoever ; fo as they came 
deeply pre-engaged to the decifion of thofe unhappy 

differences. Truly, Sir, as I hope to be faved, 

all the oath that was required of us, was this : After 

that the moderator, affiftants, and fcribes were 

^ chofenj 
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choien, and the fynod formed, and the feveral mem^ 
Jbtx^ allowed, there was a folemn oath required to. 
,l>e taken by every one of that aflembly; which was 
publicly done, in. a grave manner, by every perfon^ 
m their order, {landing up, and laying his. hand up- 
<m his heart, calling the great God of Heaven to 
witnefle, that he would unpartially proceed in thev 
jui^ment of thefe controverfies, and no otherwife t 
fo deteniiining of them, as he fhould find in his 
confcience moft agreeable to the Holy Scriptures • 
And this was all the oath, that was either taken, or 
lequired. And farre was it from thofe holy fouls, 
iDfrhich are now ^orious in Heaven,, or mine (wha. 
ftill, for fome fhort time, furvive, to give this juft 
witnefTe of our fincere integrity), to entertain the 
leaft thought of any fo foul corruption, as, by any 
©ver-ruling power, to be fwayed to a pre-judgment 
m the points controverted. Sir, fince I have 

lived to fee fb foul an afperfion caft upon the me- 
mory of thofe worthy and eminent divines, I bleffe 
God that I yet live to vindicate them, by this my 
kiiowingj clear, and affured atteftation ; which 1 
am ready to fecond with the folemneft oath, if I 
fiiall be thereto required. 

" Your moft devoted friend, Scc 

« Jos^. Hall, B. N/; {d) 

*^ Higham, Aug, 30, 1651,'' 

Judge now, what degree of credit is due to the 
mdevolent infmuations of John Goodwin. The^ 
wretch lived no fewer than ten years after Dr.. 
Fuller's publication of the above letter. Yet he 
never, fo far as I can find, either retrafted the 
flander he had advanced, or even apologized for it. 

{4) Fuller, u. n p* 8j. 8fi. 

So' 
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So hardened was his front, and fo thoroughly was 
he drenched in the petrifying water of a party {e) I 

King James's heart was quite wrapt up ia the 
fynod ; and all his attention Teemed collected to a 
point, as long as the divines were fitting. With 
fuch eagernefs and anxiety did he intereft himfelf in 
the condemnation of Arminianifm, that he com-» 
manded his Britifh divines to fend him " a -weekly 
account of all memorable paflages tranfadted at 
[Dort]. Yet it happened, that, for a month, or 
more, the king received from them no particulars 
of their proceeding : whereat his majefty was moft 
highly offended. But, afterwards, underftanding 

^ (e) The oath, taken hy each member of the fynod, of whiqh 
biihop Hall recites the fubftance ; ran 'verbaiim, thus : 

Promitto^ coram Deo, quern prsefentiffimum renamque 8c cor- 
dittm fcrutatorem credo et veneror, me, in tota hac fynodali a^ooet 
qo^ inftituetar examen, judicium, & decifio, turn de notit qoiaqoD 
articulis, & difficultatibus inde orientibus, turn de omnibut reliqaii 
dodrinalibus ; non uUa fcripta humana, fed folum Dei verbum, pro 
certa ac indubitata fidei regula adhibiturum ; mihique, in tot^ tAq 
causa, nihil propofitum fore, prxter Dei gloriam, tranquillitatem 
ecclefiac, & cum primis confervationem puritatis dc^rinae. Ita pro- 
pitius mihi fit fervator meus Jefus Chriflus ; quem precor ardentif> 
fimd, ut, in hoc propofito, fpiritus fui gratia mihi perpetu6 adfit* 

i. e. 
I promife, before God, whom 1 believe and worfhip as the ever 
prefent fearcher of the reins and hearts, that I will, in the whole 
Dufinefs and tranfadlion of this fynod (wherein (hall be appointed aa 
enquiry, judgment, and decifion, as well concerning the famous 
Five Points, and the intricacies arifmg from them, as concerning all 
the other dodlrinal matters) ; that I will not admit of any human 
writings, but alledge the word of God only, as the certain and un- 
doubted rule of faith : and that I will propofe nothing whatever to 
royfelf, in this whole bufinefs, but the glory of God, the peace of 
the Church, and efpecially the prefervation of pure dodlrine. Ma/ 
my Saviour Jefus Cbrifl fo be merciful to me ; whom I moft 
earnedly befeech, that he would, by the grace of his fpirit, be ever 
prefent with me in this my purpofe and rcfolution. 

Adla Synodi Dordn p.. 66* 

83" The Reader need not be told, that what the oath ftilcr 
•* the famous Five Points," were, the doflrines of eleftion, limite4 
redemption, the fpiritual inability of the human will through ori» 

final fin, the invincible efficacy of grace in regeneration^ and tho 
nal perfeverance of truly converted perfons, 

that 
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iiiat this defeft was caufed by the countet-mands of 
an higher king, even of him who gathereth the 
winds in his fifts, flopping all paffages by contrary 
weather ; he was quickly pacified : yea, highly 
pleafed, when four weekly difpatches (not negleded 
to be orderly fent, but delayed to be accordingly 
brought) came, altogether, to hismajefty's hands(/)/* 
The royal baby of fifty-three received his rattles, 
and was contented. For, by James, religion itfelf 
ieems to have been regarded chiefly as a play- 
thing, which contributed to his amufement; or^ 
at moft, as a pedefl:al, on which his vanity might 
difplay itfelf conveniently. Two or three years, m- 
deed, after the period of which we are now treating, 
he confidered it under the more ferious idea of a 
commodious engine, which he thought himfelf 
capable of working and managing to much political 
advantage. 

Two and twenty feilions had elapfed, ere any 
thing was done by the fynod, relative to the Armi- 
nians (^) : and yet thofe people complained (for 
they came with a refolution to complain at all 
events), that fufficient time had not been allowed 
them to prepare their papers of defence. As if they 
had not known, feven or eight years [h) before the 
fynod was called, that fuch an aflembly was to b^ 
convened ! And as if, even after the fynod began to 
fit, ample (pace had been denied them, wherein to 
provide for their appearance ! 

Determined to clog and interrupt, as much as 
poffible, every wheel of public bufinefs, the Armi- 
nians, with Epifcopius at their head, affefted open* 
ly to refent their being cited to the fynod,' as delin- 
quents, inftead of being invited to fit in it, as 
judges.— —A wonderftil hardfliip indeed, that cri* 

(/) Fulkr, p. 70. {g) Sec Mr. Halcs's Letters, p. 28.— 

Necnon Afta Synodi, p. 5^. (b) See the Biogr. Di^. 

Td. vL p. 170. An*Grot]Qi* 

Vol. II. (8) R minals 
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minak indifted for tranfgrefling: the laws of their 
country, (hould not be invited to take their featt ofi 
the judicial bench ! 

For the farther clearing of this fuppofed grievance, 
let it be confidered, i . That the then Arminians of 
Holland (for it is of the Dutch ArminiaBS,. and of 
thofe only who were then living, that we are now 
treating) had, by kindUng a flame in the Church, 
formed likewile a very dangerous faftion in the State "; 
jeven fuch a fadtion, as menaced the lofs, not only of 
religious, but of civil liberty, to the whole com* 
munity at large. Hence, 2. They rendered them- 
felvcs, by every law of fociety whatever, refponfiblc 
to that public, whofe ruin they had fo nearly ac- 
compli(hed. Especially, 3. When it was found, 
that the Popilh courts of France and Spain ^thofc 
natural enemies, whofe power the United Provinces, 
then in their infancy of ftrength, had fo juft reafon 
to dread) were actually grafting political .machina- 
tions on thefe ecclefiaftical difputes^ by aiding, fc- 
conding, and encouraging the Arminians to effeft 
the total overthrow of the new-born republic. 

Should it be faid, that ** Though thefe heinous 
political offences deferved punifliment, yet their 
punifliment fhould have been affigned, not to the 
fynod of Dort, but to the fecular courts of juftice ;" 
1 anfwer, i. An injured State, whofe legal forms of 
procedure (like thofe of Holland at- the above pe- 
riod) have not attained their full maturity, digeftion, 
and eftablilhment, by the length of time, the regu- 
larity of ec^ual cuftom, and the leifurely wifdom of 
general deliberation and confent, requifite to fuch a 
iixed fettlement ; a State fo circumftanced,. is at 
full liberty to refer the cognizance of it*s domeftic 
difturbers to what court foever it's felf may pleafe to 
authorize. — 2. The fynod of Dort not only alTem- 
bled and fat by virtue of the civil authority ; but 
was, intrinfically, both an ecclefiaftical and a civil 
court. It was far from confilling of ecclefiaftics 

only. 
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only<. Lay afleffors (or, as they wer^ termed, " po* 
litical delegates") fat, with the fpiritual deputies, 
in that great affembly. Confequently, 3. A courts 
formed on this mixed plan, was the propereft court 
in the world to judge a fet of mifdcers, whofe 
crimes were of a mixed nature. The Arminians 
had finned, equally, againft Church and State, The 
civil power contented itfelf with laying hold on two 
or three of the moft dangerous and inflammatory : 
and configned the reft to a mixed tribunal, confifti 
ing of churchmen and of laymen. Could any go- 
vernment have afted with more prudence, temper, 

and equity ? 4. After all, what if fome of the 

•Arminians refufed to fit in the fynod, when that 
favour was offered them ? We Ihall foon fee that 
this was adually the cafe. 

" But the fynod of Dort did not profefs to con- 
demn thefe delinquents, for their ftate-ofFences ; 
but for their doftrinal deviations from the purity of 
the Proteftant faitlr." Be it fo. The Arminians 
were liable to two very heavy charges : viz. of un- 
dermining the public fafety ; and of feeking to 
t)verthrow the reformed religion. When two in- 
dictments thus hang over a man's head, one of 
which, if proved, will fufBce to incapacitate hini, 
for ever, from doing any further mifchief, and the 
man be aftually found guilty of that one ; what rea- 
fon can be afligned, for trying him on the other? 
He could but be condemned, if convifted of a 
thoufand crimes. The fynod of Dort fixed on one 
of the two charges againft the Arminians. It was a 
matter of indifference, on which of the two they 
Ihould proceed. That fingle charge being demon- 
ftratively proved, there was no fort of occafion for 
their examining the merits of the fecoiid. All the 
purpofes, bothi of Church and State, were anfwered, 
without farther trouble j and without expofing the 
mal-p^aftices of the Arminians, beyond what abfa- 
lute neceffity required. That fed were, already, fuf- 
R 2 ficicntly 
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ficiently the(*) objedls of public indignation, ft 
would have been unnaerciful, to have needlefsly ript 
open the whole of their criminality ; when amply 
enough of it appeared, to juftify every hoftile ftep^ 
taken againft them by the fynod. 

Thirteen Arminian (/) teachers were fummpned 
io appear at Dort. On their arrival in that city^ 
their three chiefs (viz. Epifcopius, Corvinus, and 
Dwinglon) waited privately on our biihop CarletQD> 
in hopes of being able to prejudice him in their fa- 
vour. That found and tnafty Church of Englaott 
man gave them an exceeding cool reception.— 
•• They entreated ntie^'*^ feys his lordlhip, " to me* 
diate for them^ that Grevinchovius might be adr 
mitted to their company. I told them, that the 
[Dutch] Churd^ had depofed Grevinchovius, and 
the States had approved the depo£tion : and there-^ 
fore I co\4d not meddle in that thing. Yet they 
were very earnef):. I told them, I would fend for 
my colleagues ;. and they fhould have a common 
anfwer. Whilft we ftaid for my fellows, I fell into 
fome fpeech with Corvinus, concerning fome thii^ 
which he had written : and found him nothing con- 
ftant in thofe things which he hath publifhed. — 
When the reft [of the Britifix divines] came, they 
gave the fame anfwer. 

(kf Before matten were reduced agatir, to their firft Proteftant 
fettlement, by the fyiiod of Dort, it is impoflible to exprefs the po- 
pular odiam, under which the difciples of Arminius laboured, for 

having fo wantonly and violently unhinged the public peace. 

•* AH/' {ays MonfieurBayle from Ci^rcellseus, " was in an uproar 
and confuuon ; and in this confli^ no man was more expofed to the 
imprecations of the populace, than the moft learned among the Ar« 
minians ; becaufe the^ were looked upon as the firit caufe of thefe 
diforders." Vol, ii« p. 795. 

(/)^ Their names follow : Leo, Wezck, Holiinger, Epircopin9» 
Corvinus, Dwinglon, Poppins, Rijckwaert, Pynacker, Sapma, Gof- . 
winins, Mathifius, and Niellius,-- — Ada Syn. p. 18, r^* 

Of all thefe, Epifcopius was, by far,, the ableft and mo^ learned^ 
Heand Grotius were the greateft men the Aiminians and Socinians 
^3^ had to boaft of, 

^* Corviiwfi 
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^^ Corvinus came to Mr. Mayer, the profeflbr erf" 
Bafil, and told him, that he [viz. Corvinus] was 
drawn into thefe troublefome courfes by others : and 
(hewed fome diflike, as if he meant to withdraw 
himfelf from them [i. e, from the Arminian party, 
by whom he had been inveigled J (w) ." The bifhop 
adds : *^ We hear, that the Jefoits are much offend- 
ed at the fynod. It miaft be fome great good, that 
oflfends them («),'* The Je&its, it muft be con- 
^Bed, had Teafon enough to be *^ offended** with 
the meeting of this glorious Proteftant fynod. But 
it makes very little for the credit of any profeffed 
Proteftants, to ftumfok at the fame ftoqe with the 
difciples of Loyola. 

Nothing could exceed the mfolence, the perverfo- 
oefs, and the ftudied chicanery, with which the Ar- 
xninians, through the courfe of their appearance in 
the fynod, exerdfed tl^ humility and patience of 
the venerable aflembly. 

. Had tlie Arminians been required to hold up 
their hands at the bar of that court, it had been no 
more than ftrid: juftice would have authorized. 
-But, inflead of <thus treating them with ignominy, 
the fynod, with nwich candour, defired them to fit ; 
for which purpofe, a long table had been provided, 
furrounded with chairs and forms, in the middle of 
the fynod-houfe {0)^ As foon as they were feated, 
the prefident politely informed them, that he had, 
at their requeft, moved the fynod to grant them 
longer time; but that the deputies of the States 
were pleafed to order their appearance then, and 
that they Ihould have liberty to open their caufe 
. themfelves (/>)• 

Epifcopius, inftead of reciprocating the civilities 
^hich himfelf and his party had received, rofe ful* 

{m) Biihop Carkton's Letter from Oort to the aschbifliop of Can* 
terbuiy.— Halct*8 Rem. 171. i^* Sccalfo, p. 53. 

(») Ibid. p. 1 7 c. (0) Mr. Halet's Lettm to Sir D. Carlt. 

r^ *9» (/) Ibid* 

R 3 lenly 
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lenly from his chair, and gave the affembly to un- 
derfl^and, that he and his aflbciates were come, ai 
collatwnem hiftituendam -, i. e. not to appear as de- 
fendants, but to open a conference with the fynod/. 
and that they [the Arminians] were ready, even ^t 
that prefent, to begin the bufinefs they came for, 
without farther delay (y). 

Polyander, the Leyden profeffor, took occafion to 
animadvert on the haughtinefs of the above fp^e;ich. 
" The Arminians" (faid that great man) " ought 
to know, that they were not fen t for, to hold a con? 
fejence : nor does the fynod fit here as an adverfe 
party to them. Conferences have been held with 
them often enough, in time paft : and all to no pur? 
pofe. They fhould recolleft, that they were, not 
now called hither to confer, but were cited to give in 
their opinions, with the reafons by which thote opi* 
moDS are fupportcd. The fynod fit as judges, act 
as opponents, of the Arminians (r)." 
. To provoke the fynod into rigorous meafures, 
feems to have been the wifh and defign of the Ar- 
minian faftion ; that they might have fome plaufible 
colour of complaint, and be able to fpread an artifi- 
cial mift before the public eye : juft as the cuttle*- 
iiih, when in danger of being taken, emits an inky 
fluid, to darken the water, and ifavour its own 
pfcape,-r-** You are incompetent judges,'* faid the 
Arminians to the^fynod : " You are fchiimatics, in- 
novators, and cherifhers of fchifm. Not you, but 
the civil magiftrate, h^tve a right to adjuft our con- 
troverfies (j)." 

Could any thing be more infolent, more fcur^- 
rilous, and more untrue ? Here is jin handful of 
novel fchifmatics, whofe feparation fropi the reform- 
ed churches had began but about fourteen or fifteen 
years before, charging the reformed churches them- 
felves with fchifm and innovation ! Ravaillac, who 

(^J Ibid. (r) Ibid, p. ^Qf (s) Ibid. p. 37, 38. 

. . murdered 
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ihurdered Henry the fourth of France, might with 
equal reafon, modefty, and truth, have laboured 
to' transfer the name of Affaffin from himfelf to 
Henry. "» "' ^ 

But what reply did the prefident, as mouth of 
the fynod, return, to the audacious, indecent, and 
fitlfe invedtives of the Arminians? He anfwered; 
with all the dignity and gentlenefs which nri^ht be 
expefted from fo great a man. " When it mall be 
made plain to the fynod," faid he, " what the re- 
ceived doftrine of the Church has been ; then wiM 
it appear, who they are that have receded from her 
do(5trine, and on which of the two parties the 
guilt of fchifm is juftly chargeable. If you except 
againft us members of this affembly, merely be- 
caufe our religious fentiments are different from your 
own, by what tribunal would you wi(h to be tried ? 
By yourfelves ? or by the Papifts ? or by the Ana- 
baptifts ? or by the libertines ? or by fome other 
&&ion in thefe countries ? Even fuppofing we 
aftually were the fchifmatics you have ftiled us; 
yea, were we Scribes and Pharifees, or worfe than 
they ; yet would the prefent fynod, as fuch, be a 
lawful court. For, it is called and empowered by 
the civil government, whofe authority cannot be 
queftioned. It is compofed of delegates and repre- 
fentatives, regularly chofen and deputed. Every 
individual has alfo taken a folemn oath, to decide 
according to juftice. If all this will not fuffice to 
render us competent judges, what can {t) V* The 
Arminians had nothing to offer, in oppofition to 
prefident Bojermann's cool and folid reafonings, but 
iaucy cavils and vain janglings. 

The learned Mr. John Hales very juftly wonders 
at the Ihamelefs indecency of Epifcopius and his 
comrades : " It was much, that they ftiould grow to 
that boldnefs, as that, openly, they fhould call the 

{t) Sfc Ibid. p. 38. 
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iynod, the feculars, the chief ms^ilrates, yea the 
prince of Orange himfelf, fchifmatics (»)." But 
the Dutch Arminians had not yet learned the pro* 
fitable leffon of ahfolute obedience to the ciyil 
power. Their brethren in England were wifer;. 
and, almoft as foon as tliey aroie, began to profe(s 
Im unbounded fubjeftion to the will of the chief 
magiftrate* This it was^ that faved them from 
James's iron hand, and even lifted them into fkyour« 
HTwas by this clafper, that the tendrils of Arminiaa 
novelty twined round the royal leg of James ; and, 
afterwards, under Charles the Firft, flourifbed as 
a green bay-tree in the court of the king's houie. 

After the fynod of Dort had long borne with the 
grofleit infults at the hands of the Arminians^ it was 
n^eed, that the faid Arminians (hould be admonifh* 
ed to behave, for the future, with more decency 
and refpeft. At the lame time, a decree of the 
States was read to thoie fedtariils ; importing, that 
whereas the Arminians had made many dilatory an-* 
fwers to the injury [i. e. to the hinderance] both of 
the ecclefiaftics and feculars ; it was decreed by them 
[i. e. by the States], that they [the Arminiansl 
iiiould lay afide all frivolous exceptions and dilatoty 
anfwers, and forthwith proceed to fet down their 
mind concerning the five articles, for which end they 
Were come together {x). 

Epifcopius now began to draw in his horns, and 
pretend to fome degree of veneration for the States. 
^* In the imputation of fchifm," faid he/* we in- 
clude not the feculars, but the eccleliaftics only-,*' 
Ridiculous ! As if the ecclefiaftics and the feculars 
were not of one mind, and embarked in the fame 
caufe 1 

The prefident then urged the Arminians to give 
an anfwer, whether or no they would fet down their 
minds concerning the points in cpntroverfy. But they 

(») Ibid, p. 59. {x) Hales^ Ibid* p. 59, 

ftill 
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ftHl iiew from the point : alledging, as before, that 
** the fynod were not their competent judges/* The 
prefident a&ed, by whom then arc you willing to 
oc judged? They infolently replied, "That's a 
queftion which we will not anfwer : fuffice^ it, that 
we except againft this fynod." Remember faid the 
fecular prefident, that you are fubjeds, and ought to 
Ihew decent refpeft to the laws of your country. 
*• The magiftrates,*' anfwered the Arminians, " have 
no authority over our confciences (y).** True. But 
this was not the article in queftion. The magiftracy 
4id not pretend to prefcribe to the Arminians what 
they fliould believe ; but only claimed a right to 
luioWy from their own mouths, what they did be- 
lieve. They were called thither by the State, not to 
have a creed obtruded upon them, but ut fefttentiam 
fnam dUucide iS ptrfpicui exponerent iff defenderetit : i. e. 
in order to give them an opportunity of fairly and 
dearly propofing and defending their own dodrinal 
principles (z), Whatlhadow of magifterial, or of 
ccclcfiaftical tyranny, was there in this ? 

Still the Arminians refufed to give any account of 
their own pofitive tenets. They would not fo much 
lis carry on the conference they had pretended to de- 
fire, unlefs they might be permitted to begin with an 
attack on the doArine of reprobation {a) : to which 
the fynod objefted. Reprobation, or pretention, 
h but a negative confequence of eledion. Eleftion, 
therefore, ought, as firft in order of liature, to be 
firft confidered : for, how abfurd would it be, to 
difcufs the naked conclufion, without antecedently 
canvaffing the premiffes ! So that, in propofing fuch 
a wild and illogical method of procedure, the Ar- 
minians at the fynod of Dort afted neither as men 
pf peace, nor as mea of honefty, nor as men of 

Ij) Ibidji p. 59, 40»-^Airo» AAa Synodi; ^ p. 89. ad p. gs. 
«rheie the whole of that afternoon's debate is much more largely and 
note accarately related, than iQ the Englifli letters. 

^;f) Hak^^ Ibid, p« 41; (a) Hales, Ibid. p. jf6. 

fenfc. 
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fenfe. They pretended, indeed, that it was **-i 
matter of confcicnce with them, to put reprobation 
foremoft." But, as the fyuod very reafonably ob=- 
ferved, ** The pretext of confcience was- idle and 
abfurd. Confcience is converfant with matters 'of 
feith and praftice. But how can confcience be in- 
terefted in what relates fimply to the mere order and 
arrangement of a difputation ? as, whether preterm 
. tion, or eledion, fhould be handled firft.V 

Great complaint had been made^ by the Armi- 
nians, againft the Palatine catechifm andconfeffion: 
A paper, containing their objeftions, was delivered 
to the fynod. Hear Mr. Hales's remarks: oil tkat 
frivolous paper, fo far as related to the. confeflioni 
" Thcfe confiderations are nothing elfe but queries^ 
upon fomc paffagcs of the [Palatine] confeffiony of 
little or no moment • So that it fcems a wonder un- 
to many, how thefe men [i. e. the Arminians] who, 
for fo many years paft, in fo many of their books, 
have threatened the churches with fuch wonderful 
difcoveries of falfehood and error in their confeffion 
and catechifm, (hould at laft produce fuch poor im- 
pertinent fluff. There is not, I perfuade myfelf, 
any writing in the world, againfl which, wits, dif- 
pol'ed to wrangle, cannot taJke abundance of fuch 
exceptions (^)." 

The affair of reprobation was again, with equal 
art and infolence, refumed by the Arminians. 
Nothing would content them, but making reproba- 
tion take the lead of eleftion : and the flale plea of 
** confcience" was repeatedly urged. " As for con- 
fcience," replied the fynod, " the word of God is 
the rule of it. Only prove from Scripture, that God 
has prefcribed the mode of difputation you contend 
for; we'll immediately admit that mode to be a 
matter of confcience, and allow you to proceed in 
your own way (^)." Mr. Hales very juflly remarks, 

. (h) Ibid.jj, 55, (c) Hales, Ibid, p. 50. 

that. 
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that, by thus ftiffly urging their [pretence of] con- 
fcicnce,'the Arminians did exceedingly wrong the 
decree of the States and fynod, as if by them lome- 
thing againft the word of God, fome impiety, were 
commanded (d ) : Whereas, in reality, the com- 
mand was only, that firftly Ihould go before fecond- 
ly; that the chain of difquifition fhould commence, 
at the right link ; and that every point of enquiry 
Ihould proceed regularly, and in its own natural 
order. — " No," rejoined Epifcopius in the name of 
his Arminian brethren : " unlefs we be at abfolute 
liberty to purfue what method of argumentation we 
pleafe, and to begin with whatever article we our- 
felves chufe, we will not move a ftep. For, we are 
refolved, agerepro judicio nojiroy nonpro judicio fytiodi ; 
to aft according to our own pleafurc, and not ac- 
cording to the pleafure of the fynod [e).'' You 
Hand, replied the fynodical prefident, in the pre- 
fence of God, and in the prefence of your lawful ma- 
giftrates. 'Tis, moreover, a caufe wherein the 
church of Chrift is concerned : the peace of which 
church, fuch behaviour as your's is by no means 
calculated to promote. — " My confcience will not 
let me aft otherwife," anfwered Epifcopius. Which 
impertinent allegation the prefident, with much dig- 
nity of patience and ftrength of rcalbn, repelled as 
before : Jdde verbum Dei, Ihew us upon what text of 
Scripture your confcience is grounded ; otherwile, 
you wrong both the magiftrates and the fynod (/). 
But Epifcopius and his brethren had no fuch paflage 
of Scripture to produce. 

What copld the fynod do ? The Arminians would 
fliot difpute, unlefs they might be permitted to dif- 

(</) Ibid, (e) Ibid. p. 60. 

(/*) On obfjsrving the obftinacy, with which the Arminians in« 
lifted opon opening fhe trenches ajgainft reprobation, antecedently to 
ele^ioQ ; the learned Lydias took occadon to remind the fynod, 
that '* It was the ofaal praAice of thofe who favoured PeJaeianifm, 
to begin with kicking op a duft againft reprobation." Nothing caa 
|be ja^OK true, 

putc 
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pute backward, as a crab walks : i, c. unlcfs they 
Were allowed to turn all due method up-fide down, 
and to obtrude their own perverfc and unheard <rf 
rules on the fynod.—— Neither would they. give a 
fair and direft anfwer to fuch queftions as the fynod 
ffaould put to them. — In a word, fo refradory and 
untraftable were thefe new fcftarifts, that they would 
neither fit (g) in the fynod as members of it j nor yet 
appear before it, in quality of (what they indeed 
were by all the legal authority of the civil power) a 
cited party. 

(g) ThoQch the Dutch Anninians, both as a pofiticii and at a 
(chifznatical le^, were extremely obnoxious to the laws of theit 



country, and very criminal enemies to its civil and reli^oas 
flitution ; yet, by an aimoft unparalleled excefs of candoor and m 
ration, the fynod of Dort a^ually permitted Epifcopias and. the 
other Arminian delegates from* Utrecht, to take their feats in the 
fynod, as members and judges : and, in the faid fynod of Dort, 
the faid Arminian delegates might have continued to (it, had diqr 
agreed to a few neceflary and equitable conditions ; viz. i. If thef 
would promife and engage, not to confider ihemfelvcs a& deter- 
mined devotees to a party, but as candid inveftigators of truth IK 
large: 2.1f they would neither aid, coonfel, nor abet the ocheff 
cited Arminians: Nor, 3. prematurely divulge the adh of the 
fynod : Nor 4. delay it's proceedings by any needlefs or unfeafonable 
interruptions. The Arminians reje^ed thefe rcafonable terms of 
alliance ; and, in confequence of this their haughtinefs, refradtorinefs, 
and temerity, they themfelves as fairly vacated their own (eits 
(See fiale9, u. f. p. 34.), as ever James the Second vacated the 
throne of England. 

On the whole, I am quite at a lofs to know, what a very capital 
writer intends, by the •• proud cruelty" of the fynod of Dort. 
(Sec The Confeffional, p. 77). I can difcern no glimpfe» either of 
cruelty or of pride, in any part of that fynod's behaviour to the Ar- 
minians* But, in the behaviour of the Arminians to the iynod, I 
c^n fee pride, envy, malice, and uncharitabienefs, little (hort of Lu- 
ciferian. Nor did the Preiident at all exaggerate, when he told 
them at their final difmiilion from the aflembly, iinceritati, lenitati» 
nianfuetudini fynodi, fraudes, artes, mendacia oppofuiftis. He 
might have added, arrogantiam, et inurbanitatem. One of the Ar- 
minian minifters, Sapma by name, crowned the infoleiKre of his 
party, with the following fpeech, when he quitted the fynod: Ezeo, 
faid he, turning on his heel, ex ecclefia malignantium ! i. e. *'llias 
depart I from the congregation of malignants !''-—— Halesj Ibid. 
P- 77- 

Mr. 
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Mr» Hales, writing from Dort to Sir D. Carleton, 
who was then at the Hague, thus expreffed himfelf> 
in relation to the contumacy and petulance of tho 
Aiminians : " The ftate of our fynod now fulFers a 
great crifis ; and, one way or other, there muft be 
an alteration. Either the remonftrant [i. e. the 
Arminian party] muft yield, and fubmit himfelf to 
thft fynod, of which I fee no great probability; or 
dfe, the fynod muft vail to them: which to do 
[i.e. for the fynod to accommodate itfelf to the per- 
verfe humours of the Arminians], farther than it 
hath already done, I fee not how it can ftand with 
their honour [i. e. with the honour and dignity of 
the fynod].— —But the fynod, bearing an inclina-^ 
tion to peace,, and wifely confidering the nature of 
their people, refolved yet farther, tho' they had yield- 
ed fofficiently unto them already, yet to try a little 
more, &c. (i)." The prefident recommended to 
the affembly, " To confider^ whether there might 
not be found fome means of accommodaticMi, which 
might moUify the remonftrants [i. e. foften the ob- 
ftinacy of the Arminians], and yet ftand well with 
the honour of the fynod (i)/' What could be 
more healingly and more meekly faid ? But the Ar- 
minian fiercenefs was too harfh and ftubborn to be 
moderated by any lenient meafures. And, hitherto, 
none but foftening meafures had been tried. For> 
thofe decrees of the fynod, extorted from the fynod 
by dint of infolence, and which carried any implica- 
tion of feeming feverity, were^ as Mr. Hales ob- 
ferves, " mere powder without (hot, which gives a 
clap, but does no harm [k) :'* Infomuch that, as 
the fame unprejudiced writer adds, " Some thought 
the fynod had been too favourable to the remon- 
ftrants already ; and that it were beft now not to hold 
them, if they would be going : fince hitherto, they 
[the remonftrants, or Arminians3 had been, and, 

{h\ Hales, q. f. p. ^5. (0 Ibid. p. 64. {l) Ibid. 

for 
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for any thing appeared to the contrary, m^slnt here- 
ijtcr to be, an hinderance to all peaceable and dr- 
derly proceedings (/).*' And fuch they moft lin-^ 
doubtecily were in every refpeft, and on every oc- 
cafion. 

As they perfifted in a pereniiptory refufal to give 
any account, either of their faith, or of the reafom 
on which it was grounded ; there remained but one 
thing for the fynod to do : which was to convid 
them of error, from their own writings, which they 
themfelves had formerly publiftied to the world («)• 
In the difcuflion of which Arminian writings, the 
following departments fell to the Britifh divTnes, in 
confequence of a plan previously fettled among them-* 
felves: " We have now,** faid Dr. Balcanqual, 
^* divided the bufmefs among us. Dr. Ward*s part 
is, to refute the Arminian doftrine of a decree to 
fave men, confidered as believers. My lord of 
LandafF's part is, to anfwer and folve fuch argu- 
ments, as the Arminians are wcfnt to urge, in behalf 
of that general decree. Doftor (;z) Goad*s part is, 
to refute the Arminian tenet of eleftion on faith 
forefeen : and to prove, in oppofition to it, that 
faith, is [not thecaufe, or condition, but] the fruit, 
and effedl, of eleftion. Doftor Davenant*s part is, 
to vindicate the orthodox doftrine of eledlion, from 
the objedlions alledged againft it by the Arminians. 
My part is, to encounter all the arguments in gene- 
ral, which the Arminians bring, againft the orthodox 
[i. e. againft the Calviniftic] fcheme ((?).** 

The Arminian teachers were, in the end, depofed 
from their miniftry, by the fynod ; and the fentence 
ofdepofition was ratified by the States.— The di* 
vines from England, having firft entered 9, provifa in 

(I) Ibid. {m) Ibid. p. 69 & '74. 

(n) Dod^or Hall having been forced to retire from Dort, on ac^ 
count of his ill ftate of health, the king fent over in his room* 
Dr. Thomas Goad, archbifliop Abbot's chaplain. 

(0) Dr. Balcanqual to Sir D. Carlton. ; Appeud. to Hale<» u. A 
P-!7«* 73- 

favour 
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&voiir of epifcopacy, teftified their entire confent to 
tbe [p) Dutch confeffion of faith, fo far as matters 
of doJ^rine were concerned. Which teftification of 
a>nfent was as ftrong a proof as they could ^ive, of 
their rooted attachment to the ftridleft principles of 
Calvin (?)• 

• " On the 29th of April. [1619], the fynod end- 
ed. The States to exprefs their gratitude, beftow- 
cd on the Englifh divines, at their departure, two 
hundred pounds, to bear their charges in their re- 
turn (r). Befides a golden medal, of good value, 
was given to every one of them, whereon the fitting 
of' the fynod was artificially reprelented. — And now 
thcfe J^five Britilh] divines, who, for. many montlis, 
had, m a manner, been faflened to their chair and 
deiks, thought it a right due to themfelves, that, 
when their work was ended, they might begin their 
iecieation« Wherefore they viewed the mofl: emi- 
nent cities en the Low Countries ; and, at all places, 
were bountifully received, Leyden (j) only excepted. 

—This 

• 

■ (/) Fuller's Church Hift. bookx. p. 8i. 

(^) SM the Dutch Confeffion, at full length, in the Syntagma 
ConfeffioQum, p. 163 — 189. 

(r) That the bifhop and clergymen from En&land might be able, 
while in Holland, to fupport a itile of living, (uitablc to the dignity 
of the church they reprefented, they were allowed by the St«te« 
General, ten pounds llerling per day. At the concluiion of their 
ipiritual embaiTv* they received an additional prefent, as Fuller in- 
forms us above, of 2 col. to defray their expcnces homeward. Mrs. 
Micaulay (a name fuperior to all encomfum ' acquaints us, that each 
of them received that fum, to his own refpedlive (hare; that they 
were jointly complimented with "an acknowledgment of the ex- 
cellency of the conftitution of the Church of England ; and that the 
Ootch regreted the conreniency of their own State did not admit of 

the fame fyllem of fubordination." -Mrs. Macaulay's Hift. 

of Enjg. vol. i. p. 117. Odl. 

It feems, the apartment, in which the fynod was held, and the 
Icats, on which the members of it fat, are, to tliis day, carefully 
preferved at Dort, in ilatu quo, and (hewn to travellers. — See the 
Conoplete Syft, of Geogr. vol. i. p. 573. 

(/) The cold reception, which our divines, who had been fo 
eminently aAive in the fynod of Dort, met with, at Leyden, is 
cafily accounted for. Arminius, VorAias, and Epifcopias, had fuc- 
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—This gave occafion to that pallage In the fpeech oi 
Sir Dudley Carlton, the Engllfh ambaflador, whefi^ 
in the Rame of his mafler, he tendered the Staties 
public thanks, for their great refpefts to the Englifh 
divines ; uGng words to this e£kd : That they had 
been entertained at Amflerdam, welcomed at the 
Hague, chearfuUy received at Rotterdam, kindly 
embraced at Utrecht, ^c. and that they had fees 
Leyden (/)." 

It muft not be forgot, that the reformed 
Churches in France would very gladly have deputed 
a feleft number of their body, to reprefent them at 
the fynod at Dort, and to affifk in the condei!nnatioa 
of Arminianifm : but the French king, like d fturdj 
Catholic, reftrained them from this ftep, by his 
peremptory prohibition. He could not, howeVer, 
reftrain the Proteftant clergy of that kingdom from 
folemnly receiving and approving the decifioifs of 
Dort, in a national fynod, held at Alez, in 16x9 (»). 

On the return of our five divines to England, 
their firft care was, to wait on king James. As 
they entered the Palace-court, his majefty law them 
from a window, and faid, with an emotion of (enfi- 
ble pleafure, " Here come my good mourners :*• 
they being in mourning for the queen, who had 
died during their abfence, " Then," adds Fuller, 
** after courteous entertaining them, he favourably 
difmifled them ; and, afterwards, on three of them 
beftowed preferment : removing {x) Carleton [from 

the 

ceflively filled the divinity chair of that Univerfity : and as king - 
James exprefles it, had *' infe^kd'* many of the academies '*with 

herefie." Bat in a (hort time after the fynod was held, the '* io* 

fedlion'' ceafed; and the Univerfity of Leyden, recovering, at once, 
it's orthodoxy and its credit, has fince given bot|i education and re- 
fidence to as great men, as ever adorned the Republics of lelieion 
and learning. In the prefent age, indeed (referenti dolet), bodi 
learning and religion feem to be at a dead ttand, in almoft eveiv 
part of £arope. (/} Fuller, a. f 82. («) Du Pin's HUi. 

of the Church, vol. iv. p- 2S3* E<i>f* 1724* Doodecima— 

{x) Bifhop Carleton was a prelate of very elevated parts, and of 
. fcry difiinguiflied litecatnxt; «ci& no vax\ evtr adhfied more 
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the bifhoprick of LandafF] to Chichefter ; prefering 
Davenant to [the fee of] Salifoury ; and beftowing 
the mafterftiip of the Savoy on Balcanqual. So re^ 
turned they all, to their feveral profefTions : bilhop 
Carleton, to the careful governing of his diocefe : 
Dr, Davenant, beCdes his collegiate cure, to his 
conftant ledlures in the [Univerfity-] Schools : Dr. 
Ward, to his difcreet ordering of his own college : 
Dr. Goad, to his diligent difcharging of domeftical 
duties in the family of his lord and patron ; and 
Mr. Balcanqual, to his fellowfhip in Pembroke- 

. Some pacific difquifitions, concerning the extent 
of redemption, having amicably and privately paffed, 
among the Engliili divines at Dort^ feveraJ Armi- 
nian writers (equally difpofed to magnify a barley- 

fieidily to the dodlrines of the Church of England. Let me briefly 
exemplify this latter feature of his charader^ by two very ilriking 
praon. I . He could not endure the tenet of a redemption abfolutely 
uuTerTal : utterly denying it to be (they are his own words) <' a 
Mth of the Scripture^ or the doArine of the Church of England." 
For» as his lordmip unanfwerably argued^ wherefoever the grace of 
redemption goeth, there goeth affo remiffion of fins :" fo that, if we 
a^it the grace of redemption '' to be common to all/' we mnft 
'* admit auo, that all men have xemifiion of fins." See his Letters^ 
annexed to Hales's Rem. p* 1 80. 2. Many years after, in the 

Anninian reign of Charles the Firft, his lordfhip publi(hed, in dired 
cmofition to the caurt fydem, his valuable D«:fence of the pure 
DoAinet of the eftablilhed Church* againft the high infolencies and 
the low afperfions of that learned, but profligate Pelagian theorift» 
Dr. Richard Montagu : whom the pofitive and mifguided Charles 
railed* foon after* to an epifcopal chair* in open defiance of Church, 
of Parliament* and of every prudential and religious refiraint. 

Oor good bilhop Carleton acquitted himfelf, at the fynod of Dort* 
fo much to king James's fatisfadion* that he tranflated him to Chi- 
chefter* within about four months after his return. His next tranfla- 
lidn was te Heaven* in 1628. On whofe deceafe. Dr. Montagu* 
abovementioned, became his unworthy fucceflfor at Chichefter ; with 
foch an high hand of infult did Arminianifm* under Charles and 
Land* begin to carry all before it ! 

Mr. Camden's atteftation to Carleton's merit* deferves to be noted: 
** I loved him*'' faid that learned antiquarian* ** for his excellent 

noficiency in divinity and odier polite parts of learning." '— ^See 

Bogr. DiA. vol. lii. p. 68« (j) Fuller, IlHa. p. 84. 

Vol. II. (8; S coxiv. 
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corn, into a mountain, or reduce a mountain ta si 
barley-corn, as convenient occafion may require) 
have laboured to raife, on the narrow bottom of that 
ilender incident, the following enormous pile of 
falfehood : viz. that the faid divines were for abfo* 
lutely unlimited redemption. But it fo happens, 
that thofe excellent divines, though dead, are yet 
able to fpeak for themfelves. Confult the records 
of the fynod itfelf,, and then judge. And for the 
mer* Englilh reader,, the enfuing pafla^e, from a 
fctter„ written at Dort, by the Britim divmcs them-> 
felves, and fent to the archbiftiop of Canterbury,, 
fubfcribed by the hands of them all ; will at once- 
demonftrate, how infinitely diftant our religious pie-* 
Bipotentaries were, from arminianizing in the article 
of redemption. That palT^e runs, i^^^^thus: 
" Nor do we, with the remonftrants, leave at large 
the benefit of our Saviour's death> as only pro^ 
pounded loofely to all, ex aque^ and to be applied 
by the arbitrary ad: of man's wiH ;: but we exprcfsly 
avouch for the behoof of the eledt, a fpecial inten^ 
tion, both in Chrift's offering, and God the Father 
accepting : and, from that intention, a particular 
application of that facrifice, by conferring faith,: 
and other gifts, infallibly bring tlie eled to fid- 
vation [z)y 

The tranfaftions of the fynod of Dort have givea 
grievous offence, ta more thaa one clafs of men.— 

[z) Added to the end of Hales's Rem. p. i8;«. 

The grofs (lander, call, b^r certain writers, on the above divines* 
as though the latter were in Arminius's licentious fcheme of iiw 
difcriminate redemption ; reminds- me of a fimilar wifehood* launch* 
ed by Mr. Wat Sellon, to-wit, that archbifhop Uflier, and bilbo|» 
Davenant, died Arminians. To this flat untruth I, at prefent, only, 
oppofe a flat denial ; becaufe the faid Sellon does no moie thaa 
nakedly affirm the premifes, without doathing his affirmation with 
a fmgle rag of proDt. My fimple negatur, thoefbiv, nncloaithed a» 
it is, needs not be aihamed* A nakra no^ is as good as a naked 

yes. Let me add, however, that I am ready to doath my fide of 

the queftion (though a negative) with proof»: when called upon to 
pioduceit. 

A late 
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A late refpcAabk compiler, to whofe literary en- 
deavours the friends of civil and of religious liberty 
arc under confidcrable obligation, raifes two objec-« 
tions, in particular, againft that renowned affembly. 
As I honour the memory, and value the labours, of 
the worthy objeftor, I fliall weigh his remarks at-i 
tcntively, though with brevity. 

(i.) We are told, that " Whoever calls to mind 
the deprivations, and baniftiment, which followed 
the decifions of this fynod, of fuch great men as 
£pi(copius, Utenbogart, Corvinus, &c. and the 

?sr(ecution, which enfued, throughout the United 
rovinces, againft the Arminians ; will be apt to 
entertain but a poor opinion of thofe men who were 
aftors in it (^)/* To clear this matter, let it be 
lemembercd, i . That, if the decifions of the fynod 
were foUewed by any thing that refembled a perfecu-^ 
tion of the Arminians, fuch feeming perlecutiou 
was the aft, not of the fynod, but of the civil 
power : and how were the members of that fynod 
aaxiuntable for the conduft of the fecular magi- 
ftrate ? eipecially, for a condud which did not take 
place, *till long enough after the fynod had ceafed 
to fit? — 2. Even fuppofing (what I can by no 
means grant) that the fynod adtually did perfecute 
the Arminians ; yet, certain it is, that the Armi- 
nians themfelves gave the firft blow, and perfecuted 
the Dutch Proteftants, long before the Ehitch Pro- 
teftants arc feigned to have perfecuted the Armi- 
nian^ And, though nothing can juftify perfecu- 
tion, even when it amounts to no more than a 
retaliation ; ftill it is but too natural for a perfecut- 
ed party (as the Dutch Calvinifts had undeniably 
been)^ to take the firft opportruiity of turning the 
fU>les on their oppreflbrs. 

{«) Dr. William Hanit's Life of King Tames the Fixft, p« 127, 

tab 

S2 Wheii 
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When the Arminian faftion, in Holland, begin 
to gather ftrength and come to an head ; fo fiercely 
intolerant was the bigotry, with which they efpbufed 
their new fyftem, that they meditated, and in part 
aceompliftied, an abfolute fuppreffion of fuch ma- 
giftrates, minifters, and even military officers, as dis- 
covered a refolution to abide by the old doArines of 
the reformation {b) . Legal magittrates were riotoufly 
depofed; legal paftors were deprived by violence; 
and the orthodox even among the commonality 
were liable to lofs of property, lofs of pcrfonal liber- 
ty, and to every vexatious injury, which the new 
fed: were able to devife. So furioufly did the Armi- 
nians drive, at firft fetting off; that, as far as their 
power extended, not a Cadviniftic minifter was fuf- 
fered to exercife his funftion. All freedom of con- 
icience was denied: nothing would content the 
drivers, but a total extinction of the reformed int 
tereft, and that Arminianifm Ihould reign without 
a partner and without limitation. Sedition, tumult^ 
rapine, imprifonment, and banifhment, were the 
gentle inftruments, made ufe . of by the ArminianSj 
to eftablifli iheir pretended theory of univerfal 
love ! 

All this happened a confiderable time before the 
fynod of t)ort affembled : and was, in reality^ one 
reafon why that fynod was convened. Complaints j 
therefore, of perfecution, would have come with an 
exceeding ill grace from the mouths of the Arminian 
fadtion, if the fynod had even meted, to them 
the fame meafure which themfelves had fo liberally 
idealt to their innocent neighbours. But I. muft 
add, 3. that the Arminians were not perfecuted in 
return, fo far as I have been able to find. Punifbr 
ed, in fomc degree, they were : but punilhrnent ajod 
perfecution are effentially different. Social enormity 

(h) Sec Wilfon's Hift. of James I. ^Complete Hift/vot a 

?• 7'S« 7x8«— — Alfo* Hickman ajjainft Hcylyn, p. loi, loa* 

juftly 
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joftly expofes an offender to the former : though no- 
religious errors, how great and many f^ever, can^ 
juftly fubjeft a perfon to the latter. Shall the twelve 
judges of England be ftilcd twelve perfecutors, be- 
cauie they vindicate the majefty of law againft its 
tianfgreflbrs ? Shall legal profecution, and legal- 
punifhment, be denominated perfecution, where the' 
oiience is of a fecular nature, and adequate in de- 
gree to the inflifted penalty ? Weigh the poHtical 
vices of the firft Arminians ; and then pronounce 
tliem perfecuted if you can. Nor muft I omit to'. 
obferve, 4. on the credit of a very candid and 
capable writer, that, notwithftanding the due in-' 
dignation of the Dutch States {^ainft the focial| 
crimes of the primitive Arminians ; the faid States,; 
highly calviniftic as they were, confented that " the 
mere Arminian," who did not conned, turbulence 
and fedition with religious miftakes, fliould be 
■ •* continued and cheriftied in the bofom of the 
Church (f)." The fame learned and accurate au- 
thor adds, that Epifcopius himfelf, even that very 
Epifcopius who had flown in the face of the fynod 
and of his country, was hardly difplaced from his 
Leyden profeiTorlhip, before he was permitted, 
** both at Rotterdam and Amfterdam, to enjoy an 
honourable and gainful preferment (i).'* With fuch- 
exemplary moderation did the Dutch Calvinifls ufe 
the vi&ory which God had given them ! 

(2.) Dr. Harris's other complaint is, that " The 
kings, princes, and great men concerned [in the 
fynod of Dort], had, undoubtedly, worldly views, 
and were aftuated by them : for though purity of 
doftrine, peace of the Church, extirpation of herefy, 
were pretended ; the State-fadtion of the Arminians 
was to be fupprelfed, and that of Maurice, prince 
of Orange, exalted (rf)." I am glad, that the im^ 



ofji 



>) Hickman, u, f. p. 114. (c) Ibidt p« 115* * {d) Life 
'ames^ p. iz8. 

^- ' S3 partiality 
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partiality of this refpeftable writer induced him to 
term thofc Arminians a " State", i. e. a {ecular or 
political fa&ion : for fuch they were. And, if fo, 
why might not political perfons, legally invefted 
with juft authority, feck to tie up the. hands of a 
pernicious political h&\on from doing any fiuther 
political mifchief ? Be it fo, then, that prince 
Maurice had his ** worldly views" in filing down 
the tuflcs of fome reftlcfs Arminians. The prefer* 
vationof the United Provinces from relapiing under 
the yoke pf Spain was, indeed, a " worldly view," 
but a very lawful and a Vjcry expedient one. , Ante* 
cedently to the aflembling of the fynod. Providence 
had fo ordered events, that the intercfts of pure re- 
ligion and of public policy were haf^ily twifted to- 
gether. Hence refulted the Dordrechtan * alliance 
petween Church and State/ A confequence where* 
pf was, that two birds 6f prey were difabled, at one 
Ihot : yH. doftrinal error, and civil fedition, Nor 
uijreafonably : for, the poifon being compoimd, 
why (hould the antidote be fingle ? 

Sir Richard Baker, though a very high-principled 
hiftorian, mentions the fynod of Dort, in terms of re- 
iparkable moderation and refpeft. It was aflembled, 
fays he, " to examine and determine the do<9:rine of 
Arminius, i • Concerning God*s predeftination, eleC'r 
tion, and reprobation : 2, Concerning Chrift*s death, 
and man's redemption by it : 3.. Concerning man's 
corruption, and eonverfion to God : 4, Concerning 
the perfeverance of the faints^ In all which points^ 
the doArine of Arminius was rejeded, as alfo of 
Vprftiys; and the true dodrine eftablilhed by a 
general confent, together with the approbation of 
the Lord^ and States, Which yet the Eapifts made 
fo little reckoxiing of, that one of them, in fcom, 
made echo to ceiiftirc it [i^ c, to c^nfure thp fynod] 
|n this diftich ; 

" Dor dr act Synodus f Nodus. Chorus integer ? JEger, 
. ^5 Cofwentus f Vtntus. SeJJio Stramen P Amen. 

But 
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But who knows not, that ill-will never fpeaks well ? 
ind that nothing is fo obvious, in the mouth of an 
adverfary, as fcandals and inveftives {e) ?'* Let this 
fee a word in feafon^ to Mr. Wefley and his man 
Watty : and reftrain them, in time to come, from 
finging in choras with ** the Papifts,'* by traducing 
the fynod of Dort, 

Thus have we traced king James's dodrinal pcr- 
feverance in orthodoxy, down to the .year 1619, in- 
^ufively : and the Church kept pace with his ma- 
jcfly.' His having iriterefted himfelf, fo zealoufly, 
in the condemnation of Arminianifm, ftruck the 
fccret favourers of that fyftem, in England, with a 
temporary ftupor. Even Laud was forced to lie 
ftiU, and to roll his principles, in private, as a fwect 
morfel, tinder his tongue ; until a more favourable 
day fliould invite them to walk abroad with fafety, 
James was always very fu^cious of Laud's ortho- 
dozy : and the rehiAance, with which he lifted him 
to epifcopal rank, fupplies us with another very 
ftrong proof of the monarch's Calvinifm. 

The authorized Bibles, during the firft nine years 
of James's reign, were thofe of queen Elizabeth ; 
enriched with mch marginal annotations, as we have 
produced fufficient famples of, in the preceding 
Seftion. James defired to fignalize his own reign, 
b)r a tranflation more exa6Uy conformable to the 
original languages of the Old and New Teftaments. 
In 161 1, that tranflation (ufed at this day) was 
finilhed by the excellent divines, to whofe care this 
great work had. been affigned, and who had fpent 
about three years in the important employ, Inftead 
of human annotations, the margin of this verfion is 
very properly filled with references to parallel Scrip- 
tures : fo? that the Bible is now a commentary on 
itfelf. If it be aiked, * Whether the ancient notes 
were omitted, with a fimple view to render the Scrip- 

{e) Baker's Chronicle p» 419. 

S 4 ture 
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ture !t*s own interpreter ?* I muft confcfs, that this isf 
a qucftion which I can aafwcr by conjefture alone.: 
And my conjefture is, that James's fufpicious policy 
was afraid to entruft even the bifhc^s and dergy- 
men of the Church of England, concerned in this 
tranflation, with the infertion of any mai^nal notes 
-at all ; left fome remark or other might flip in, tend- 
ing to emblazon the wickednefs and abfurdity of 
defpotic power. He was a better textuary, than to 
be Ignorant, that there are a multitude of palTages, 
and of inftances, in the infpired volume, which 
grind the dodtrine of non-refiftance to powder, and 
difperfe its atoms in empty air. Better, therefore, 
in James's opinion, to forego all expUcations what- 
ever, than to run the rifque of rendering thofe un- 
fiivourable paflages more vifible than they render 
themfelves. This I {e) conceive to have been the 
true caufe of the fimplicity, by which our prefent 

verfion is diftinguifhed.-^ As to the Calviniftic 

doftrines, there is no need, nor was there any need 
from the firft, of erefting marginal banners, to dif- 

(e) Since the above was written, I recolledled to have fermeriy 
met with fomething, in the account of the Hampton-court con- 
ference, relative to the omiflion of marginal notes from the prefent 
tranflation of the Bible. On recurring to that account, I find myfdf 
urarranted to aflign the reafon already hinted, not as a conjedture of 
jny own, but as the true and undoubted caufe of the faid omiffion* 
Bilhop Barlow informs us, that the king complained, he had never 
yet feen a Bible •* well tranflated in Englilh : but the worft of all, 
his majeftj thought the Geneva Bible to be," for a reafon which 
quickly follows. The Royal Plaintiff then expreded his intention of 
having a new tranflation undertaken : ** and this to bee done by the 
beft learned in both the Univerfities ; after them, to be reviewed 
by the bifliops, and the chiefe learned of the Churphr; from them« 
to be prefented to the privie counfel ; and, laftly, to be ratified by 
his ruyall authority ; and fo this^ whole Church to bee bound unto it 
and none other, Marrie, withal, hee gave this cflveat (upon a word 
cad out by my lord of London}, that no marginal notes (hould be 
added : having found, in them which are annexed to the Geneva 
tranflation, which hee faw in a Bible given him by an Englifh lady* 
fome notes, very partially untrue, feditious, and favouring too much 
of dangerous and traiterous cpnceits. As for example : Exod. i. 19. 
where the marginal! note alloweth difobedience unto kings," 
^i^Qp Barlow's Summe of the Conf. p. 47, 48* 
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tfnguilh in what places of Scripture they arc to be 
found. What I obferved, fevetal years ago, con- 
cerning the lituigy ; I now obferve, concerning the 
Bible : open God's word where you will, Calvinifm 
ftares you in the face. 

In the year 1621, the Englifti Arminians began to 
uecover from the panic, into which they had been 
thrown, two years before, by the proceedings at 
Dort. The king's enormous (/) conceffions to the 
Church of Rome, in order to facilitate the condu- 
fion of the Spanifh match, gave new life to the 
Popilh party, who had the comfort to fee them- 
ielves objefts of court indulgence, their religion 
openly protedted, and their imprifoned priefts en^ 
larged.: 

Where is the wonder, that Arminianifm alfo, taking 
advantage of a junfture fo favourable, fliould rear 
its head, unfeal its eyes, and venture into open day ? 
— — " The king's mercy and indulgence extending 
towards the Papifts, taught many men to come as 
near Popery as they could ftretch ; finding it the 
next way to preferment. So that Arminius's tenets 
flew up and down, from pulpit to pulpit, and preach- 
ing was nothing but declamation, little tending to 
edifiication; fuch orthodox minifters, as ftrove to 
refute thefe erroneous opinions, being looked upon 
as Puritans and anti-monarchial (^)." To crown 
the infelicities of this memorable year 1621, Dr. 
Laud found means (tho' not without much difficulty 
and many hard ftruggles) to climb, from the deanry 
of Gloucefter, to the bifliopric of St. David's. He 

(/) *• It has ever been nay way/' faid James^ " to go with the 
Church of Rome, u/gue ad aras :** ;. e. to fvmbolize with that 
Church, in matters of doArine, difcipline, and wor0iip« as far as 

prudence would permit, and policy might require, (Sec the 

Complete Hift. vol. ii. p. 767.) Indeed, the papal fupremacy over 
kings themfelves, and the lawfulnefs of king-killing, feem to have 
been the only Popiih dodlrines which he conudered as indigeftible. 

(g) Wilfon^ in Comph Hift, vol, ii. p. 751, 752, 
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was coxifecrated to that fee, November (A) i8. A 
dark day, in the annals of the Church of England. 

It was not without reafon, that even the impolitic 
and undifcerning^ James prc^ofticated the bad ef* 
feds, which would probably enfue from Laud*s pro« 
motion. That incident drew after it a train of con- 
fequcnces, which fadly warranted the juftnefe of his 
majefty*s mifgivings : and refulted in a complication 
of cataftrophes, too ruinous and fatal, for a much 
wifer prince to have forefeen* In fad:. Laud owed 
his bi(hopric, not to the king, but to the duke of 
Buckingham: into the good graces of whom, the 
Arminian eccleiiaftic had kifinuated himfelf, with 
extreme labour and art, and by a long feries of fer- 
vile and obfequious adulation. What I, in this 
place, can but barely intimate, (hall appear, with 
iufficient extent, if Providence give me health and 
kifure to complete my intended Hiftory of Arch- 
bilhop Laud's Life and Times. 

This prelate had not worn bwn lleeves much 
longer than eight months, before he became inftru- 
mental in procuring, and in drawing up, a'weil- 
known court paper, entitled, Diredions concerning 
Preachers. The third article of thefe diredions en- 
joined, "That no preacher, of what title foever, 
under the degree of a bilhop, or dean, at the leaft, 
do, from henceforth, prefume to preach, in any po* 
pular auditory, the deep points of predeftination, 
cledion, reprobation; or the univerlality, efficacy, 
refiftibility, or irrefiftibility, of God*s grace ; but 
leave thofe themes rather to be handled by the 
learned men [in the two Univerfities] : and that 
moderately and modeftly, by way of ufe and appli- 
cation, rather than by way of pofitive dodrines; 
being fitter for the fchools, than for fimple audi- 
tories (/).'* This was the firft blow, given by royal 

(h) Godw. l>c Praef. Ansl. p. 587. 

(/) See Wilfon^ Fuller^ nty\jXi (Life of Laud}, &c,fub. 1622* 

authority. 
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jBtuthority, to the doftrinal Calvinifm of the eftabllth* 
ed Church, fince the death of Mary the bloody. For, 
tho' it primdfacie^ feemed to muzzle the Arminians, 
no lefs than the Calviniftic clergy ; yet its defign 
» was, to bridle the latter, and leave the former at 
liberty to fpread their new principles without re- 
ftraint. — The above paper of direftipns was dated 
from Windfor, 4 Auguft, 1622. 
"^ Let not the reader, however, fuppofe, that the 
king took this extraordinary, ftride, out of mere 
complaifance to Laud. That infidious prelate, in 
promoting and in helping to frame the faid direc- 
tions, only ftruck in with the opportunity, and 
availed himfelf of certain political circumftances, 
which had, prfevioufly, foured and embarraffed the 
mind of James. 

• The cafe flood thus. His majefty, in order to 
ftrengthen his unnatural and ill-judged union with 
Spain, was {k) projefting a general toleration of Po- 
pery throughout the Britifti dominions. So far is 

(I) This latent intendon of giving a free and full toltotion to Po* 
^tft appears, from the fubfeqaent tranfadions of the next year» 
viz. 1625, when the following articles were agreed to by James^ 
in the Spaniih treaty : namely, That no laws, repugnant to the Ro- 
, min Catholic religion, (hould, at any time hereafter, dire^y, or 
Sodiredly, be commanded to be put in execution : that the king 
Iboold fwear to this, and that the privy council Ihouldtake the fame 
Dath : That the king and the prince of Wales (hould interpofe their 
aothority, and do all that in them lay, to make the parliament 
levcdLe and abrogate all laws, both general and particular, which had 
been enaded againil Roman Catholics ; and, that neither the king, 
iior the prince of Wales when king, fhould ever, at anv time, con* 
ttnt to the paffing of any new laws to the prejudice of tne Catholici. 
The oath of each privy counfellor ran in thefc words : 

I, A. B. do fwear, that I will truly and fully obferve, as much at 
belongeth to me, all and every of the articles which are contained im 
die treaty of marriage between the mod gracious Charles, prfnce of 
Wales, and the moft gracious lady. Donna Maria, Infanta of Spain. 
Likewife, i fwear, that I will neither commit to execution, or cauie 
to be executed, either by myfelf, or by any inferior officer ferving 
.under me, any law made againft any Roman Catholic whatfoever« 
jaor will execute any punimment inflid^ed by thofc laws, &c.— • 
^c Mrs. Macsmlay's Hift. vol. i. p. 202^ 203. 

certain; 
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certain. And, perhaps, wc fhould not overflibofr 
the mark, were we to fufpe6t, that fomething more,^ 
than a mere toleration, was remotely in view. 
. When two hofufes are to be thrown into one, 
you muft down with the partition wall. The Cal- 
viniftic do<5trines erf" the Church of England were 
confidered as the intcrpofing, barrier between her 
and Popery. Tho' the king was attached to thofe: 
doftrines, in his heart ; yet, as they flood in the way 
of his political fchcmcs, he lent his authority to cer-'* 
tain Arminian engineers, who loft no time in be-^ 
ginning (not to afiault and batter, but) to under^ 
mine and fap the faid wall. 

Add to this, that, when James confented to pub* 
lilh the above DireQ ions concerning Preachers, his^ 
mind was chafed and nettled, by a recent quarrel 
with the parliament. He had (flattered himfelf, for 
fome time, that his defigns in favour of Popery 
were formed with fuch fecrccy, as to elude the vigi- 
lance of the houfe of commons. But he perceived 
his miftake, when word was brought him, that thofe 
wife and zealous guardians of the church and nation 
had prepared a very ftrong remonftrance againft Po- 
pery, and againft the illegal encouragement already 
Ihewn to Papifts. He was ftung to the quick, at 
receiving this intelligence; and prohibited the houfe 
from prefenting him with an addrefs fo peculiarly 
unacceptable : giving them to underftand, that thefe 
were '* matters above their reach and capacity ;'* 
and tended to his '* high dilhonour, and breach of 
his prerogative royal (/)." What had chiefly offended 
him in the remonftrance (of which he had procured 
a copy), was, the patriotic wiflh, exprefTed by the 
national reprefentatives, that his majefly would break 
with Spain, and marry his fon to a Proteftant prin- 
cefs. Several altercations pafTed between his ma» 
jcfty and the commons. The latter, who had faga*- 
city to difcern, and integrity to purfue, the real good 
(/) Sec WilTon. 

of 
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of the public, conduftcd thcmfelvcs with a ^^{pe<9:r 
fill decency toward the king, yet with an unrelaxing 
adherence to the caufe of their country. James . did 
not maintain his fhare in the debate, with any de^ 
gree of prudence. He inculcated maxims of defpo- 
tifm, unheard of , 'till broached by himfelf ; and, 
to fave thofe maxims from being canvaffed by the 
parliament, he diffolved it, by proclamation, in Jar 
nuary, 1622 (m). 

It muft be obferved, that the members of the 
lower houfe in that parliament, were Calvinifts m 
matters of doftrine, as well as friends to the true 
intereft of the ftate. Never was a nation more 
•^uthfully reprefented, than by that uncorrupt body 
of fenators. The pulfe of all the honeft Proteftants 
in England beat in harmony with that of the parlia^ 
jnent. James was apprifed of this, and dreaded the 
cStdi.. Laud and others, who were on the .watch 
for a trade-wind, immediately hoifted fail, arid took 
advantage of the ill humour into which the king'$ 
affairs had thrown him. *Twas not very difficult to 
perfuade fuch a monarch as James, that the parlia* 
jnent, the clergy, and the majority of the people, 
were puritanic, becaufe they hated Popery; and dif- 
affeded to the crown, becaufe they hated tyranny: 
that, at once, to wean them from their abhorrence 
of Rome, and break them into the trammels of ab- 
folute lubje6tion to the throne, Calvinifm muft be 
difcountenanced, and Arminiariifm encouraged.— 
James liftened, liked, and afted $iccordingly.— — 
Thus it appears, that the " Direftions concerniM; 
Preachers" were begot on James by motives of mil- 
taken fecular policy, arifing from the Spanjifh al- 
liance, and from the intended. Popi(h tolera- 
tion. The juft oppolition, which the parliament 

(«) The papers and meilages, which pailed between the king 
and parliament, prior to his timid and angry diflbliition of the 
latter, deferves dbeperufal of every Englilhoiao.. See them laid to* 
(ether in the Parliamentaiy Hiftory, vol, v. p« 487— 525* 

and 
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and nation raifed againft his majrefty^s dangeroxis 6t* 
figns, brought the faid ** dlreftions** to the birth : 
and Dr. Laud, aided by his college of afrocia:fe$; 
was glad to ad as principal midwife and niirfe, on 
the occafion. 

Here the matter refted, during thd remainder of 
James's reign. For I muft do him the juftice td 
obferve, that the Preaching Diredions were thfe firft^ 
and the only, public ftep, taken by that prince, to 
the profeffed detriment of the reli^on eftabli(h6d in 
Ei^and, if we except his negotiations with SpisAk 
and France, and his tendemefs for Papifts. — ^It &o^ 
not appear, that the Proteftant preachers paid rhuth 
regard to the king's " direftions," by exdudii^ the 
d<^rine of predcftination from the fpiritual pr6vi^ 
fion with which they nourilhed their flocks. In 
the enfuing reign of Charles the Firft, when Laud 
attained to the zenith of ^cclefiaflical power, thoie 
Directions (fomewhat amplified, and improved into 
a proclamation) were enforced with rigour ; even td 
the bringing of the great and good bilhop Dave- 
nant on his knees before the privy council.-^But 
tho*, while James lived, fcarce any feverity feems to 
havefeconded the injundtion, by which he impofed 
filence on his divines concerning feme of the Calvi- 
nian articles ; yet, his publication of that ofder 
tended, more than a little, to fink him in the pub- 
lic efl:eem. For, how did fuch a meafure comport 
with his late profeflionsof zeal againft: Arminianifm ? 
It was no farther back than the winter of 161 7, that 
he had reproved fome of the Cambridge doftors, 
for permitting the Arminian leaven to gain grouhd 
in that Univerfity («). It was but in January, 
1619, that his majeft:y flew into a violent paflion, at 
reading fome Arminian pofitions of Epifcopius, feiif 

(«) "Nofcmber to. The king chides the dodbrs of Cambridgo^ 
tbout the fpreading of the Arminian fed amongft the ftudeits.^^ 
Camden's Amials of Kt Jamei> fub. 1 62 7. 

over 
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over hither from Dort {0). And, after bearing fa 
eminent a part in the condemnation of Arminianifm, 
by the fynod there affembled ; his " diredions," of 
1622, can be imputed only to alow, abfurd, and 
mifguided policy, which reflefted equal dilhonour 
on his civil and religious character. 

While he lived, Calvinifm ftill fupported itfclf in 
the faddle ; and Arminianifm, unable to keep its 
legs, could fcarcely creep on its hands and knees. 
Within a few months of his majefty's deceafe, his 
zeal and vigilance againft the encroachments of Ar- 
minianifm extorted thanks from the eminently learned 
and profoundly loyal Dr. John Prideaux, then vice- 
chancellor of Oxford, and afterwards bi(hop of Wor- 
cefter : whofe elegant oration to the king, at Wood- 
ftock, ©n the 24th of Auguft, 1624, is ftill extant, 
and has paflages to the following effed:» *^ Do we 
rejoice, that the Univerfity of Oxford is preferved, 
untainted, from the leaven of Popery? We are in*^ 
debted, for that prefervation, to your majefty*s pru- 
dential care. Do we congratulate ourfelves, that 
our feats remain uninfefted by the Arminian pefti- 
lence ? *twas your fore-caft, which fupplied us with 
the timely antidote. Are the difcipline of the 
Church, the good order of our colleges, and the 
epifcopal government itfelf, preferved from the 
levelling and confounding innovations of Puritanifm ? 
'tis your royal and experienced wifdom, which has 
damped the rage of Puritans, and reftrained them 
with the bridle they deferve. Yes : to you we owe,, 
that Popery hangs its head; that Arminianifm is*' 
repreffed ; and that Puritanifm does not lay wafte our 
faorders.^-^ — -Within the laft nine years, Oxford has' 
fent forth . feventy- three Doftors in divinity, and 
more than one hundred and eighty Batchelors in the 

[o) " He [the archbilhop of Canterbury] Tent me word, that die* 
Iting had the Epifeopii Tbefes which 1 fent» and that he was mi^htiljc 
incenfed at them.'^— --*Dr. Bidcanqaal to Sir D. C» apad mks't 
Reiittp»72»- 

fam^ 
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fame facredfcience. I, as your majefty^s divinifp 
profeflbr, had the honour to be concerned, . in the 
conferring of thofe degrees. And I can confidently 
affirm, that all thofe two hundred and fifty three 
divines and more, are warm detefters of Popery, re- 
mote from favouring Arminianifm, and flrong dif^ 
approvers of Puritanifm (^)." Some needful al- 
lowance muft be made, for the high ftrains of com* 
plaifance to his majefty, wherewith the learned vice- 
chancellor thought meet to feafon his addrefs. This 
great man (and he was a very great man indeed) knew, 
that Jameses palate muft be tickled : and therefore^ 
like an experienced college cook, he difcreetly larded 
the oration to tlie monarch's tafte. But the fads> 
•which Dr. Prideaux affirmed, and the conclufionsy 
Reducible from thofe fads, are more than a little 
important to the argument now in hand. 

Death clofed the eyes of king James, on the 27tk 
of March, 1625. — Guthrie has hit off his charadter, 
with much judgment and exaftnefs : " He was,'* 
fays that writer, " a king defpicably great ; a fcholar 
impertinently learned ; a politician unprofitably cun- 
ning; and a man immorally religious (^)."— 

(f) *' Gloriamar, academlam, inter tot adverfantium cuoiculos, > 
Fapifmi fermento effe confervatam ? Confervavit tua prudentia, era- 
talamur^ Arminianirmutn noftras cathedras non infecifle? Exhibait 
tua providentia antidotum. Difciplinain^ academias^ epifcopatas, 
fufque deque raptafient jamdudum rHritanifmi furores ; nifi frigidum 
fuffudiiTetj Sc injeciflec fraenum» feliciiliroo rerum ufa maturatum 

tuum judicium. Qu6d Papifmus non iavaluit> non pra^aluit 

Arminianifmus^ non diflipaTit pDritanifmus^ tux praerogativse eft pe- 
culium.— -~«IntrS proximo dapfum novennium (obftetricante, pro 
modulo meO) oualicunque^ profeffioris tui, conatu), feptuaginta tret 
emifit [Acad. Oxon.J in S. Theologia Dodores; ut omittaq) ultra 
centum et ofloginta ejufdem facultatis Baccalaureos: (juos confiden« 
ter dicam, ndn tantQm Papifmum execrari, Arminianifmum non 
fo7ere» Puritanifmum explodere ; fed etiaro, &c* 

Vide Alloquium Sereiiiif. regi Jacobo ; ad calcem viginti-duarem 
Ledionum inTheoIogia» ^ J oh. Prideaux^ Exon. Coll. Redorq^ 8c S. 
Theol. prof, regio, & Acad. Oxon. Vice-can.— -Edit Ox6n» 
1648. 
' (/} Guthrie's Hift. of Eng, vol* iii. p. 819. 

Burnet 
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Burnet juftly obfcrves, that ^* No kin^ could die 
lefs lamented, or lefs efteemed. His rdign in Eng- 
land was a continued courfe of mean praftices. He 
was become the fcorn of the ^. And while 
hungry writers flattered him out of meafure, at 
home, he was defpifed by all, abroad, as a pedant, 
without true judgment, courage, or fteadinefs j fub- 
jcft to his favountes, and delivered up to the coim- 
fels, or rather the corruption, of Spain (^)." 

He is faid to have been the firft of our kings, who 
aflumed the appellation of " Moft facred majefty/' 
And certain it is, that he was the firft of them, who, 
for his weaknefs, vanity, inconftancy, and pufiUani- 
mity, obtained the nick-name of queen, both among 
jbreigners, and among his own fubjeils. The terms 
•* king Elizabeth,'* and ** queen James," (hew, 
to what an ebb of contempt the latter was re- 
duced, when fet in competition with his magna- 
nimous predeceflbr. 

In the language of fycophants, the reigning king 
never fails to be the beft that ever filled a throne. 
Such was James, while living, reprefented to be, by 
thofe artful flatterers (and by thofe only), whofe in- 
tcreft kd them to pradice on his weaknefs, and to 
mould him to their own purpofes. He was pro- 
nounced, ^* The Solomon of the age;" a "pithy and 
fweet orator," whofe " words were as apples of gold 
in pidures of filver:" yea, that " he fpake by the 
inftinft of the fpirit of God." They declared him 
to be " fuch a king, as, fince Chrift's time, the like 
had not been." His writings were ftyled, " blaz- 
ing flars, which men look upon with amazement;" 
and which were " fuller of excellent counfels, than 
a pomegranate is full of kernels." On fome occa- 
fions, his pen teemed with what are flill better than 
" kernels j" even with *^ pearls." He was " a di- 
vine:" he was " a natural philofopher :** he was a 

[q) Biihop Bttmetfs Sammary of Affaksf &c« p. 17. 
Vol. II. (8) T t^t^tt- 
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non-pareil, both " for parts of nature, for gifts of 
learning, and graces of piety (r)." 

But the cant-compliment of the time, which 
feemsto have been moft current and in vogue, and 
to have flowed from the tongue's end rf every court 
lord who had a fortune to make or to mend,, wasy 
" Your majefty is the breath of our noftrils/' 'Tis 
. the crampe repeiita^ which occurs^ again and again^ 

in the court converfations of that reign. No 

ftriins. of adulation were too fulfome,. for James to 
relifhj nortoogrofs, for his digefliion. He would 
even fuck in blaiphemy itfelf, when the vehicle o£ 
his own panegyric. Witnefs that horrid profiainatioa 
of Scripture, mentioned by Balzac (j). Oneofthr 
Spanifh ambafladors in England,, receiving a vifit 
from the king, faluted his majefty's entrance^ with* 
thofe words of the centurion to Chrift, Lord, laar 
not worthy that. thou flxouldefl: come under my 
roof. But what fumes of licentious flattery were 
ever knowm to difguft James's noftrils I The flronger 
the incenfe> the fweeter. 

Had not this king^'s political depravity been coun- 
terbalanced by almoft an equal portion of invincible 
timidity ; either himfelf, or the nation,, had infidt 
libly been ruined : fo that his conftitutional cowaicdice, 
even while it renders him peculiarly defpicabic, mufl: 
be confidered as a very happy ingredient, in his 
compofition. He laid, without doubt, th^ foun- 
dation of thofecalamitics which fo fadly diftifngiiifiicd 
the reign of his fon : and the ill efl&fts of his tyran- 
nical maxims and diftemper^d pdfitics operate even 
at this day. The ftate parties, which ftiii continue 
to divide the interefts and the affeftions of Engiifli- 
men, originated in his reign.— Sorry I am to add,. 
that fo deteftable a prince, and fo profligate a man, 

(f) Forallthbrabbkh^ and for more of ^e fame fort, conftilt 
bilbop Barlow's Account of the Conference at Hampton Court, and 
hiihop Mountague's Preface to James's Works. 

{$) SceBaylc,T0l.i. p«7XS# 
mt^ died, 
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died, in all J^pearance, a foeculative Calvinift. I 
wi(h Mr. Hickman h^' lets refpeftabte authority, 
than that of Dt. Featly, for afluring its, that " king 
James called tht Arminiana, heretics, not many 
weeks before his death (/)/'. 



SECTION XX. 

J be //tfroifeiSwtf ^ Arminianifin by Archhijbop Laud, 
— Short Review of (be Calvimfin of wr Bifhops 
and Univerfities, antecedently to that j&ra.^^Objec- 
tions answered: — And tbe Whole Concluded. 

1/ ING Charles the Firft afcended the throne^ 
•"" at a very unfavourable time, and under cir- 
cumftances of peculiar difadvantage ; a confidera* 
tion, which (hould never be forgot, amidft the jufl 
Geniures wherewith impartial pofterity muft always 
brand the calamitous maxims by which he fleered. 

To develope the intricate complication of iin- 
toward co-incidents, or the political fituation of 
things, which marked the sra of Charles's accef- 
iion, does not fall within the province of my pre- 
fect ufidertaking. It (hall, therefore, fufike, to 
obierve, that had Laud pofTefled any degree of 
common prudence, the civil conipledion of the 
times would, alone, have taught him, how necefiary 
it was for him to reftrain his own reftlefs fpirit from 
raifing a ftorm in the Church, when the fymptoms 
of approaching convulfion had already began to en- 
danger the ftate. But, on the death of James, the 
prelate, who had been kept in coniiderable awe by 

(/} Hickpaan agaiaft Befiyn, p. oh. " 'Edit, 1674/ 

T2 that 
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that prince, was over-joyed to find bimfelf in a 
ftatc of perfeft liberty under Charles, whofe fovour 
he had cultivated with fuccejfe, and into whofe ear 
he continually diftilled the moft pernicious poifon 
a prince can imbibe. 

Indeed, Laud found no great difficulty in bring- 
ing the new monarch to his lure. He did but fov^ 
in ground already ploughed to his hands. Chai'les 
was imperious, by nature ; and tyrannic, by educa- 
tion. With the crown, he inherited all the arbi- 
trary principles of his father. The plan of defpo- 
tifm, rudely iketched by James, was hurried into 
an abfolute fyftem by Charles ; who adopted it with 
more fettled obftinacy o f determination, and pur- 
fued it with more daring boldnefs of execution. 

If Heylyn may be credited. Laud had formed a 
defignfo far back as the (u) year 1600, of endeavour- 
ing to pervert the Church of England from her 
Calriniftic doftrines. A very extraordinary objeff, 
for fo raw a youth, as he, at that time, was ! or, as 
Heylyn himfelf expreflcs it, "a defperate attempt, for 
a fingleman, unfeconded, and not well-befriended, 
to oppofe hrmfelf againft an army, to ftrive again ft 
fo ftrong a ftream, and crofs the current of thcf 
times !" He was then about twenty-five years of 
age ; a young mafl:er of arts ; no more than Fellow 
of St. John's College, Oxford; not many years 
emancipated from fchool; in deacon's orders only; 
his finances very moderate ; without any ecclefiafti- 
cal preferment 5 and with hardly a friend in the 
Univerfity, to countenance him amidft that torrient 
of general and public odium, which his haughty be- 
haviour and his Papiftical bias had drawn upon him 
from every fide !• for a man, under thofe circumftan- 
ces, and in fo early a part of life, to projedt a 
fchemeoffuch confequence and difficulty, as the 
divorcing of the efl:abliflied Church from her own 

(u) Htylyn's Life of Laud, p. 48. 

^. cflcntial 
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cffential principles, exhibits an inftance of wild felf- 
fufficiency, and of audacious reftleffnefs, fcarcely to 
be exceeded in the whole compafs of hiftory. 

No wonder that a perfon, ftimulatcd by this out- 
rageous enthufiafm for innovation, drove fo furiouf- 
ly when Charles ifllrufted him with the reins. Mo- 
iheim (hall give las a concife view of tlie plan, adopt- 
ed both by the fovereign and the prelate. 
' " All the emotions of his [i. e. of king Charleses] 
zeal, and the whole tenor of his adminiftration, 
werie direfted towards the three following objeds : 

" [i.] The extending the royal prerogative, and 
raifing the power of the crown above the authority 
of the law. 

" [2.] The redudlion of all the churcjhes in Great 
Britain and Ireland, under the jurifdiftion of 
bifhops. 

' ** C3'] ^^^ fuppreflion of the opinions and infti- 
tutions peculiar to Calvinifm. 

" The perfon, whom the king chiefly intruded 
with the execution of this arduous plan, was Wil- 
liam Laud" [who, in July, 1628, became] "bi- 
Ihop of London.- — This haughty prelate executed 
the plans of his royal mafter, and fulfilled the views 
of Ins own ambition, without ufing thofe mild and 
moderate methods, which prudence employs, to 
make 'unpopular fchemes go down. He carried 
matters with ah high hand. When he found the 
laws oppofing his views, he treated them with con- 
tempt, and violated them without hefitation. He 
loaded the Puritans" [and not them only, but all 
who avowed the doftrinal fyftem of the Church, 
tho* ever fo zealous for the hierarchy and ceremo* 
nies] " with injuries and vexations, and aimed at 
nothing lefs than their total extinAion. He re- 
jected the Calviniftical dodrine of predeftination, 
publicly, in the year 1625" [viz. in the firft year 
of Charles's reign] ^ "and, notwithftanding the op- 

T 3 pofition 
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pofition ^nd remonftrances of [archbKbop] Abbot, 
fuhftiliuted the Arminian fyftem in its place {x).^^ 

The Arxnimans, therefore, were no loiers, by the 
death of kijn^ Jan^^» On the contrary, their in- 
fl^ifqe pQntmu^% encreafed, from the monvent 
Chiles began to wield the fceptre. Beii^ the 
avowed enpmi^ of limited monarchy, this uahippf 
prince entered as warmly into their religious priiici^ 
ple3, as th^y 4^4, into his political views. Q^ween 
dght and nine years after his acceflion, tht JCOur^«- 
credit of the fi^vf\ijp^ fadion arrived to it3,meri^ 
^ian; when, on fhf deceafe of good arphjbfiihop 
Abbot, Laud w^ .lifted to the i^e of Canterbuiyi 
and the reformed world, with indignation ^p4 ooi^^ 
cern^ f^w Lambeth palace b^ome the I«ead quarters 
of Arminjjipifm, A. D. j6g3.-^There had been fix 
Proteftant metropolitans, from the reformation^ t^ 
the advfincemfint of Laud: vi^ Cranmer, Parker, 
Grindal, Whit^ift, Bancroft, and Abbot. Not one . 
of tbefp was tainted i^rith Arminianifm. Laud was 
the firfl: Arminian primate of England, who made 
profeflion of the reformed religion. Nor is it un- 
worthy of notice, that Arminius himfelf, whofo 
doftfines the high-flying Laud fo fiercely adopted, 
was neither mcMre nor lefs than a Dutch Prefbyterian 
and republican. 

I (hall confine myfelf to two remarkable inftances 
of the force and fraud, with which this grand cor- 
rupter of our eftablifhed Church laboured to de- 
bauch her pv^^ity of faith, 

L The Direftions concerning Preachers, iflued 
by Jamps the firft (as already noted), in the year 
j6z2, forbad every clergyman, under the degree 
of a bilhop, or of a dean, to preach, in public, 
either for or againft fuch of the doftrines of grace as 
were fpecified in thofe Diredions. But as this pro- 

. {x) Miolbci(9'» £cdef« Hiftory^ vol. m p. 518, $19. O&xvg, 

1768. 

^ hibition 
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-iibition wjs(j') very iinpleafing to tire public, in 

gsnecal, fb nvas it &r Irom producing uniyierfai 

'' jobedicftce. The king, perceiving how mudi offence 

bis DiTe&kxDS bad given* to the aaiion, thought piKi- 

. pcT'ito pabtifli Si fttfa&quent {z) apologfr'for hiis coa- 

.du6ttn that mtttcr : which difcreet Ibep conduced, 

both to calm the minds of the people, and to bliint 

the force -of the Diredions themlelves. This was 

-not the firfttiiKiA that James Jiad been drawn into a 

^fecafie'by Laud : aor the fixfl time of kis.oiajeftjr's 

ttceding from iht imprudent metafures into which 

-be had been hmried by that .iKarm and forwaod. 

•jQ0cle6aflic(^%. - = 

ButOiarfeshad Tctry; little of his fartier's '^fcinc- 
.craft." in June 1626. :{u e. hardly onore than &mr 
imonths after fab ODcpsuiSan)^ Laud got him. to cd- 
-Tive the uiatpopniiKr I^edions cosscehiing Preachers;; 
<Qf whkfa a new editijcMi appeared, in tjie form of a 
.prodamatiQii:, extending the pnohibrtion t?o biihops 
and deans themfdlres : who were^ by' this iU^juc^ed 
flhpctch; of royal fu^cmacy, commanded to. forbear, 
from treating of predeftination in their iermons and 
^mtings (i). 

One immediate defign of this proclamatidn. was, 
to fhdter Richard Montagu (who had lately written 

(j ) Among the remarks, to which James's abfard injunfl!ion had 
eiven occafion, w6re the foltowing. Some-obferved, chat **ifi^»ro- 
bibaiq^ the preaching of prefieftinatioR, man makes that the S>rbid- 
deo fruit, which God eppoiated for the tree of life : fo cordial {arej 
the comforts contained therein {i. e. conuined in fhe Scripturc- 
idoArine of predeftination J, to 21 diftreffed confcience," — -jOthers 
ftafoned their complaratB wkh fa/cafm and inve^ve : faytng, 
*• bifiiops and deans, forfooth^ and none under their dignity, may 
preach of predeftination. What is this, bat to have the \yord of 
feod in refpeft of perTons ? As if all tlifcretion were confined to ca.. 
tbedral men! and they beft aWe to preach, who ufc itthc leaAT' 

Fuller's Church Hitt, book x. p. no, 
' ^ («) Heyhm's Life of Laud, p. q±. (a) See, for example, 

Mfhop Hacxei^ Life df archbifliop Williams, part i. p. 64. Folio, 
1^5* iS) Hcfiyn'i Life of Laud, p, ijf?, i48, 

T 4 In 
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in behalf of the Arminian doftrincs, and of [c) ab- 
iblute obedience to kings) from the printed refute- 
tions, which were (hbwering upon him from dl 
quarters. Among the numerous champions, who 
- had hewn Montagu's Arminianifin in pieces, were, 
Dr; SutcIifFe, dean of Exeter; bifhop Carleton, of 
Chichefter ; and Mr. Wootton, divinity profefibr in 
Greftiam college (d) ^^ ■ The pstrliament too, near 
a twelvemonth befcre, had feverely cenfured Mon- 
. tagu's performance .(entitled, An Appeal to Caviar), 
in which, faid the committee .of enquiry, " There 
ace many thii^ dirediy.conlrary to the [xxidx] Ar- 
ticles of Religion* eftablifhed by parliament. He 
-denies that Armihius was the .firft who infefted Ley- 
den with errors and fchifir|s. The fynod of Dort, 
fo honoured by the late kii^, he cidis foreign and 
partial. He plainly intimates', that there are Puri- 
tan bifhops; which, we conceive, tends much to 
the difturbance of the peace in Church and State. 
He refpedts Bellarmine, but flights Calvin, Beza, 
Perkins, Whitaker, arid Reynolds. He much dif» 
countenances God's word; difgraces leftures, and 
ledturers, and preaching itfelf ; nay, even reading 
the Bible. Upon the whole, the frame of the book 
is, to encourage Popery, in maintaining the Papifts 
to be the true Church, and that they differ not from 
us in any fundamental point (^).** So fpake the 
committee of the houfe of commons, 1 625. 

'Tis very obfervable, that Charles and Laud had 
recourfe to a proclamation, becaufe they were afraid 
to truft the Arminian controverfy to the manage- 
ment of a convocation, Heylyn has blabbed this 

{c) AriDinianirm took care» in that age, to connedl itfelf with 
Defpotifm. And tbefe two fyftems, ceipeQlecl bjr their mutaal in^ 
tereft in each other, conftituted that grand connbination, a^inft die 
dodrines of the Churchy and againlt the conftitotional Uoerty of 
the public, which foon iifaed in the overthrow of mtioDi chaich, 
and king. (d) Fuller, bookxi. p. 108, 109^ (e) Par* 

liameatary Hiftory, vol, vi. p* 355, 3/4* 

curious 
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curious fecrct: and unwarily informs us, that the 
bilhops and clergy of England were fo averfe to 
Arminianifm, that it would have been highly unfafe 
to have flaked, on their decifion, the cx)urt defign 
of banifhing predeftination from the pulpits. Read 
. hb pwn words : " Andrews did not hold it fit for 
any thing to be done in that particular" [viz. con- 
<*rnin^ new modelling the Church of England from 
Calvinifm to Arminianifm], " as the cafe then 
ftood ; the truth in thofe opinions'* [by the 
tPUth. Heylyn means' the Arminian tenetsj " not 
being fo generally entertained among the clergy, 
aor the archbiftiop [viz. Abbot, who was then liv- 
ing] and the greater part of the prelates fo inclin- 
able to them [i. e. to Arminius^s dodirines], as to 
veniture the dietermining of thofe points to a convo* 
tCatipn. 'But that which was not thought fit, in that 
conjiefture, for a convocation, his majefly was 
pleafed to take order in, by his royal edift.' Many 
books had been written againft Montagu, &c. (/)•*' 

Some confiderable time after the faid proclamation, 
ior " royal edid,'* had been iffued. Dr. Davenant^ 
•bifhop of Salifbury, preached before the king at 
Whitehall. His text, as himlelf acquaints us, was 
Rom. vi. 23. The gift of God is eternal life, thro* 
Jefus Chrlft our Lord. " Here," fays his lordfliip, 
** I expounded the threefold happinefs of the godly. 

** .1 . Happy in the Lord, whom they ferve : God, 
or Chrift Jefus, 

*• 2. Happy in the reward of their fervice : eter- 
xial life. 

** 3. Happy in the manner of their reward: 
X>v*^y^» OTgratuitum donum in Chrijlo fi. e. the re- 
,ward is God's free, unmerited gift in Chrift,] 

** The two former points were not excepted 
i^inft. In the third and laft, I confidered eternal 
lite in three divers inftances : 

(/) HqrI]m'sL]feofLaud> p. 147. 

"(I.) In 
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<' [i.] In the eternal deftination thereunto^ which 
we call eleftion. 

** [2^] In ofurconverfion, regeneration, or" f^mani-^ 
feftative} ♦* juftification : which I teniwd the em- 
bryii of eternal life. 

** [3.] And, laftof all, in our coronation, when 
full poflefiion of eternal life is given us. 

" In all thefe, I (hewed it to be %«f«#i»«» or the 
free gift of God, through Chrift ; and not fffooifed, 
or pre-merited, by any fpecial afts depending tipwi 
ihe free-will of men. The laft point, wherein I *)p- 
jioibd the Popifli do<9:rine of merit, was not <Sifliked. 
-The fecond, wherein I (hewed, that effeftual vocK* 
tion, or regeneration, whereby we have eternal fife 
inchoated and begun ki us, is a free gift ; was oot 
•expeefsly taxed. Only the firft was it which bred 
the offence : not in regard of the do6lrine itfdtf, but 
becaufe, as my iord*« grace [i. e. Harfenet, «j:tb- 
t»iflK)p o£ York] faid, the king had prohibited the 
debating thereof ( ^ )/* 

What was the confequence of the excellent infliop's 
prefuming to aflert predeftination to the fac« of the 
Arminian king and his whole court? " Prefently 
after my fermon was ended, it was fignified janto 
me, by my lord of York, my lord of {b) Winchefter, 

and 

(gj Btihop Davenant's Letter to Dr. Ward, extant m FoUer^f 
Church Hill. Book xi. p. 149, i4r. 

{h) The learned and orthodox Dr. Lanncelot Andrews ,wi^s tbb 
tiihop of Winchcfter: a prelate, who, tho' a Calvinift in fcitti* 
nrnty knew how to keep his Calvinifm to hinofelf, like a geed 
cottrtier, when neccfTity or conveniency reqnired. -But if bis ford* 
fhip eould difcrecily throw a mantle over his religious principles^ to 
corneal them from Charles, king of England (or« rAthcr^ fuperia- 
doce a veilof gaaze over them, by occafional coort-compHancc, to 
fender thea» not fu glaringly vifible); |^et» he dared not difleroble 
with God, the King of Heaven. On his knees 10 his clo^, bifiiop 
Andrews was as purely and fcripturally orthodox, as Abbot, Ufltts^ 
Carleton, or Davenant. Witncfs, among many others, the foillow* 
ing paffages, which occur in his private devotions ; and which, tbo* 
they pail^d the tranflatinj^ pea of an esitnein iiodern Arminian (for 
I 9Ma <ne; with the Greek ociginal}, run m this truly CTangelical 
^ ftniiu 
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and my lord Chamberlain, that his majefty was imich 
difpleafed that I had ftirred this queftion, which 
he had forbidden to be meddled withal, one way or 
other. My anfwer was, that I had delivered nothing 
but the received dpdtrine of our Church, eflablifhed in 
the feventeenth article :, and that I was ready to juf- 
tify the truth of what I had then taught. Their 
aQfifer was, that the doftrine was not gainfayed ; 
but\his highnefs.had given command, that thefe 
qvefltione fliould not be debated : and therefore he 
took it more offenfively, that any (hould be fo bold, 
^» lA his own hearing, to break his royal com- 
mands. 

^^ My reply wa$ only this : that I never underftood 
hl5 majeity h^ forbid the handling of any dod:rine 
comprised in the articles of our Church ; but only . 
the ^aifing of new queftions, or adding of new fenfe 
theiieunto : which I had not done, nor ever (hould 
do. This was ali th^t paffed betwixt us, on Sun- 
day ni^t, after my fermon. 

ftraiiu *^ Hold thQU me in^ with bit and bridle, when I wotild 
break away from thee^ O dioa^ who haft invited me, compel me to 
coAie into my own happinefe !"— --.^^" From Ace, OChrift, die 
«U>intcd» let me have the uiiAion of thy chofen."— *-*' Think upon 
die coagregation which thoa baft puschafed and redeemed of old.'* 

— . *• What (ball thy fervant fay ? That I will pay thee all ? Oh, 

no ! I do moft truly and forrowfully confefs, that I have nothing at 

all to pay.*' " I have neither underltanding, to difcern ; nor 

' power to cfteA; nor, as I ought to have, even will to defire and 

feck, my trueftand bcft good." •* We have finned, and have all 

become as an unclean thing : our righteoufneiles are like filthy rags.'* 

■ ** In me, that is, in my flefti, dwcllcih no good thing."— ^ 

*'l believe his providence, by which the world, and all things in it» 

arc piefcrved, governed and perfeded." " Turn thou us, O good 

Lord, unto ihcc ; and fo (hall we be turned." ** O let Chrift 

be an eftedoa] propitiation for my (ins, \vho is a fufticient propitiation* 

for tbefins of the whole world/' Thou haft fent, «• Thy Chrift, 

die foo of thy love, that, by his fpotlefs and holy life, he might 
fulfil the obedience of the law; and, by the fiicrifice of his death* 
might take away thecurfc/' — ^** 'Vifit me with the favour which tHpa 
beanft unco thy chofen/'-— Dean Stanhope's Tranilatioa of fiifhop 
Amliews'a DevoUoQs^ p. 19^ 20. zi. iL 41* 52. S^t^^* 59* 71* 
73.W.109. 

•* The 
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*^ The matter thus reftedj and I heard no mor^ 
of it, *till coming to the Tuefday fermon, one of 
the clerks of the council told me, that I was to at- 
tend, at the council table, the next day, at two of^ 
the o'clock. I told him, I would wait upon their 
lofxilhips, at the hour appointed, 

" When I came thither, my lord of York made a 
(peech of well-nigh half an hour long, aggravating' 
the boHnefs of my offence, and fliewing the many 
inconveniences which it was likely to draw after it* 

When his grace had finished, I defired the 

lords, that, fince I was called thither as ai> offender, 
I might not be put to anfwer a long fpeech on thr 
fiidden ; but that my lord's grace would be pkafed 
tcr charge me, point by point, and fo to receive my 
anfwer: for I did not yet underftarid, wherein I 
bad broken any commandment of his majefty's, which 
my lord in his whole difcouffe took for granted. 
Having made this motion, I made no farther an* 
fwer : and all the lords were filent for a while. 

" At length, my lord's grace, faid, I knew, well 
enough, the point which was urged againft me: 
n^ely, the breach of the king's declaration. Then 
1 flood upon this defence : that the do6krine of 
prcdeftination, which I taught, was not forbidr 
den by the Declaration, (i.) Becaufe in the 
Declaration, all the [thirty nine] articles are 
eflablifhed : amongft which, the article of pre^ 
deftination is one. — (2.) Becaufe all minifters arc 
urged to fubfcribe unto the truth of the article [viz. 
of the 17th article, which concerns prcdeftination], 
and all iubjeds to continue in the profeffion of that, 
as well as of the reft. Upon thefe and fuch like 
grounds, 1 gathered, it [i. e. prcdeftination] could 
not be efteemed among forbidden, curious, or need- 
lefs doftrines. 

*' And here, I defired, that, out of any claufe in 
the Declaration^, it might be fhewed me, that, keep- 
ing myfelf within the bounds of the article, I had 

tranf- 
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ti^knfgrefled his majefly's command. But the De- 
claration was not produced, nor any particij^lar 
iirords in it. Only this was urged, that the kifvg^s 
will was, that, for the peace of the Church, thefc 
high queftions (hould be forborne (i)." His lord- 
Ihip, after difcreetly promifing a general conformky^ 
to his majefty's pleasure, faluted the council, aiod 
withdraw* 

. Fuller obfcrves, that the bifhop, at his firft com- 
inginto the council chamber, prefented himfelf, be- 
fore. the board, on his knees» A circumftance of 
mortifying indignity, which the fpiteful Laud was» 
in all probability, the procurer of* A very ftraage 
fight, to behold a bifhop of Salilbury, one of the 
moft rcfpedable peers of the realm, conftrained to 
that humiliating pofture, only for preaching a doc- 
trine to which he had folemnly fubfcribedj and 
which was confefled to be a true doftrine, by the 
very pcrfons themfdves who were the inflifters of 
the difgrace, and at the yery time when tlie <li(grace 
was inflidled ! This we learn from the bi(hop*s owa 
narrative : ** Tho* it grieved me," fays Davenant,. 
V that the eftabliftied doftrine of our Church (hould 
bediftafted; yet, it grieved me the lefs, becaufe the 
truth of what I delivered was acknowlec^ed even by 
thofe who thought fit to have me queflione^l for the 
delivery of it {ky With what face could Charles** 
Arminian bifliops reprimand fb great a prelate as 
Davenant, for inculcating a fcriptural tenet, to 
which the reprimanders themfelves had fet their own 
haads,. and even then admitted to be a truth of the 
Bible and of the, Church ? 

On his knees he might have remainedj, during the 
whole time of his continuance before the privy, 
council, ** for any favour he found from any of his 
own funftion there prefent. But the temporal lords 
bid him arife, apd fland to his own defence ; beii^ 

(/) Jdemjapttd eund. Ibid, p, 159^ 140* (i) Ibid» p. 139. 

a& 
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as yet only accufedv not cortVifted (/).** Bilbmi^ 
Latid, who bAd> ^lis likely^ b^en otit of Daveiianf^ 
auditory at WhitchaB, when the ofifenfitfe ferfttctt 
was preached; and who was, evidently^ the cod- 
triveT of the pre^hcr's embroilmeftf, tOMexit^ 
fiirtifelf with having already efFefttially ptoy*d hi» 
part behind the curtain: and, Iho* pi^fent Hax 
privy counfellor, flily refrained from aflun*ifl|^ sluy 
vifible (hare in the examination of D^tmffaiit. 
^ Doftor Harfenet, archbifhop of York, £t«uiflfg|Sd 
all the bufinefs againft [Salifbury]. BifbopLatfdy^ 
walking by, all the while, in filence, fpake liOfc Mtf 
word {m).'^ But every body knew, by whofif Idade 
fhis court ftorm had been raifed. 

The ftorm, however, was quickly laid. Withitt 
a (hort time, good bifhop Ifevcnant was adnskted ti 
kifs the king's hand. What pafled, oil that occ^- 
lion, is worthy of perufal. " When I came in^ his 
majefty declared his refolution that he wou^ not 
have this high point** [viz. the high point of pftf- 
deftinatioi)] " meddled withal, or debated, ^ith^r 
the one way, or the other ; becaufe it wa:s too; high 
for the people's underftanding : and other points, 
which concern reformatioit and newnefs of life^ We^c 
more needful and profitable. I promifed obedieft^e* 
therein : and fo, kiffing his majefly's hand, depart- 
ed («).*' Was not the king an hopeful proftciwll 
in Laud's Arminian fchool ? He " would not ha«^* 
predeftination "nfieddled with, or debated, either 
one way or the other:'* i. e. he pretended to pro* 
hibit the oppofing, no lefs than the aflerting, of that 
doftrine. But he meant no more than half of wlMtt- 
he faid. Montagu (to mention a fingfe inftance, 
out of many) was encouraged and promoted, for 
oppofing predeftination : i. e. for literally tranfgreff- 
ing the king*s oftenfible injunftion. Who fees not 
the drift, and defign, of all this?— Let me *dd, thall 

(0 Fulkr, Ibid. p. j 38. {m) Fulfer^ Ibid. (»} Ibid, p. 140. 

the 
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tlie abfolute fovcreignty of the moft lilgh arid ody 
wife God, manifefted in the free predeftinatioh> oi 
men, according to the puxpofe of his unerring wiH^: 
wds contrarened, with an exceeding iil grace, by 
&ch a monarch as Charles, who was for rendering 
lus own authority abfolute over the lips, the adtions^ 
the property, the perfons, and even the leKgioes 
inhnnnB, of aH the men who lived within the limits 
wthe: Britiffi dominion.— -An earthly prince may 
eftabfifli an unbounded authority, and be bkmelef&f . 
but the King of Heaven cannot difpofe a's be pleafes 
<£ hk own, without being tyrannical and unjuft ! 

II. The other rnftance, which I fliall jufl: mention, 
of the methods by which Laud fomght tor graft Ar-. 
miniamffn on the creed of thcfe nations, difcovcrs 
nalefs of infiduous arttfice, than his foregoing, tmat- 
ment of Davenant difplays of open inlwence and 
cosrvion.— I mean the thia craft and the (hallour 
fobtiky, with which he pretended to fupcrfede tbofe 
acticles erf* religion, which bad been folemnly recog- 
nized and admitted by the bilhops and clergy eS. 
ifiebnd, aflembled, in full convocation^ at Dublin^ 
in the year 1615. 

Of thofe articles, the following are fomc. 

** God feom all eternity, did, by his unchaEgeabfe 
osmniiblv ordain whatibever in time fbould come tor 
pais* Yet fo, as, thereby, no violence is oSkxeA t<» 
£far wdlls of the reafonable . creatures : and neidbef 
the liberty, nor the contingency, of the iccoisd 
caofesy is taken away; buteftablifhed nallier. 

** By the fame eternal coonfel, God hath pm- 
idbftinated fome unto life, and reprobated ibtne un^ 
tor deaths of both which, there is a certain number^ 
kuomny only to God, which, can neither be Lncreaf^ 
ed'Hor diminiflied. ^ - 

** Thecaufe, moving God to predeftinate ta life,,; 
isyiiot the forefeeing of faith, or perfeveranoe^ or. 
good works, or of any thing^ which is in the perfoa 
predefttnated ; but only the good pieaioirer of Ged 

himfclf. 
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himfelf. For, all things being ordained for the' 
manifeftation of his glory, and his glory being to 
appear both in the works of his mercy and of his 
jufticc 5 it feemed good to his heavenly wiidom, to 
chufe out a certain number, towards whom he 
would extend his undeferved mercy: leavii^ the 
reft, to be fpeftacles of his juftice. 

" All God's eled ar^, in their time, infeparably 
united unto Chrift, by the effeAual and vital influ* 
ence of the Holy Ghoft, derived from him [i. e. 
from Chrift], as trom the head, to every true mem-, 
ber of his myftical body. And, being thus made 
one with Chrift, they are truly regenerated, .and 
made partakers of him and all his benefits (0)." 

More of thefc excellent articles may be fecn, in 
the performance referred to below. The Lambeth 
articles, and alfo as many of our own xxxix as di^- 
reftly relate to the Calviniftic dodtrines, were incor- 
porated with the Irifh Confeffion ; and the whole 
ratified by the authority of king James I. the then 
reigning prince. 

His ion Charles had filled the throne, between 9 
and 10 years, ere Laud would venture to nibble 
publicly at the faid confeffion. With what low arts 
of intrigue and addrefs he, at length, in the year 
1634, feigned to have compaffed his point, may be 
learned from Hejrlyn {p). Matters were condudted 
with fuch duplicity, that even the learned and faga* 
cious archbifhop Uiher did not penetrate the more 
than Jefuitic flinefs of Laud, Strafford, and Bram- 
hall. Witnefs that part of Uflier's letter to his 
friend Dr. Ward (the fame Dr. Ward who had 
affifted at the fynod at Dort) ; wherein the upright, 
unfufpefting primate thus apprizes Ward, of what 
had paffed in the Irifli convocation of 1634. " The 
articles of religion, agreed upon in our former fyhod. 
Anno 1 61 5, we let ftand as they did before. But, 

(0} And-Armiiu p. 17'— 20. (f) Life of Laud/ p. 255-«-258« 

for 
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for the manifefting of our agreement with the 
Church of England, we have received and approved 
your articles alfo*' [i. e, the 39 articles], " con- 
cluded in the year 1572 ; as you may fee in the firft 
of our canons (^)." 

The archbifhop was in the right. But Laud and 
his party endeavoured to infer, that the Church of 
Ireland, by receiving and approving the 39 Articles 
of the Church of England, had aftually quitted 
and abolifhed the Irifli articles antecedently efta- 
bliflied in 161 5. This was the quirk, which Laud 
had in view from the firft. But it was a quirk, and 
nothing- elfe. For, by " receiving** and " approv- 
ing'* the EngliQi articles " alfo** ; the Irifli prelates 
and clergy did neither cancel nor fuperfede their own 
prior articles, but only " manifefted," or publicly 
and deliberately avowed, their doftrinal " agree- 
ment** with the Church eftabliflied on this fide St. 
George's Channel. So that Laud*s Arminian policy 
amounted to no more, after all, than a ftrokc of 
mere chicane; which ftiewed, indeed, he fophiftry 

, and deceit whereof he was capable, but which, in 
^ teality, left the old articles ilanding in full force 
** as they did before.** 

The articles of 161^ are, to this day, apart of 
the national creed eftabliflied in Ireland. They were 
iblemnly admitted by the ecclefiaftical power, and 

. as folemnly ratified by the civil. They could only 
be repealed and aboliftied by* the fame authority, 
which had eftabliftied them. But this has never 
been done. Confequently, they are in full force, to 
this very hour ; and, together with our own xxxix 
(admitted " alfo,** merely by way of declaratively 
"manifefting** or acknowledging the "agreement" 
between the two churches), conftitute the 'legal 
ftandardof faith in that kingdom. For the truth 

{q) U(hei^8 Letteis^ annexed to his Li&« lijr Dr« Pan; Let. 185. 
P'477* 
Vol. IL (8) U of 
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of this, we have not only the unexceptionable tcffii* 
mony of archbiftiop UQier himfelf (who prefided, 
perfcnally, in this convocation of 1634, when the 
Engllfli articles were " alfo" received}; but like- 
wife the evidence of the canon then and there pafled, 
and which to this moment keeps itj place at the 
head of the Irifh " Conftitutions and canons eccle- 
iiaftical." It runs thus. " For the manifeftation 
cf our agreement with the Church of Engknd, in 
the confeffion of the fame Chriftian faith, and the 
doftrine of the facraments ; we do receive and ap- 
prove the book of articles of religion, agreed upoa 
Dy the archbiftiops, and blftiops, and the whole 
clergy, in the convocation holclen at London^ in the 
year of our Lord God, 1572, for the avoiding of 
diverfities of opinions, and for the eftabhfliing of 
confent, touching true religion. And, therefore, .if 
any, hereafter, (hall affirm, that any of thofe articles 
are, in any part, fuperftitious or erroneous 7 or fucb 
as he may not, wit;h a good confcience, fubfcribe 
mnto J let him be excommunicated, and not abfolved 
before he make a public revocation of his error." 
Here is not the remoteft hint, concerning any fetting 
afide of the former articles. The canon only affo- 
ciates the 39 articles with the preceding ones, and 
gives to the former the fame weight of refpedtability 
m Ireland, which they bear in Ehgland.. 

Dr. Fuller, therefore, was too hafty, in aflerting, 
that the Irifti articles were " utterly excluded (r)." 
There was no exclufion, nor amputation^ in the 
cafe. Laud himfelf, fome years afterwards, con* 
feffed the very point I am now maintaining. He 
tells us, that one of the accufations againft him, on 
his trial, in 1644, was, concerning "The articles 
©f Irdand, which call the Pope the man'of fia» 
But/' continues. Laud» ^^ the articles of Ireland 



(f) CIiufphHi&. B..IUP* 149* 



bind 



mier Charles I. 199 

bmd neither this' Church nor me (j).**— — jE.rr^/w 
probat replam in non exceptis. His grace's obferva- 
tion decides the queftion at once. " The articles 
of Ireland bind not" the Church of England, ** nor 
me** as an Englifh prelate* What was this, but 
allowing, to every purpofe of argument, that the 
Irilh articles continued to " bind" the Church and 
bifhops of that kingdom, though they bound not 
the Church and bifhops of this ? I muft again re- 
mind my reader, that Laud advanced the above 
remark, in the year 1 644 : which was no fewer than 
ten years after tlie Irifti articles are pretended to 
have been fet afide. — It remains, that the famous 
articles of Ireland were never repealed at all. With- 
out doubt, Laud intended to repeal them, when 
due opportunity fhould fervej and affociated the 
Englilh articles with the Irilh ones, by way of pre- 
lude to the future abolition of the latter. But the 
civil ftorm^ which foon began to thicken, rendered 
that, and many fimilar projefts of his, abortive. It 
faved the thirty-nine articles themfelves from an* 
nihilation. 

How violently matters were carried, in England, 
for the fuppreffion of the old doftrines, and for, the 
extcnfion of Arminianifm, appears, • among a thou-» 
fand inftances befides, from tlie vifitation articles, 
iflued by Laud's trufty friend and pliaWe machine. 
Dr. Richard Mountagu. When this profligate 
pricft difgraced the mitre of Norwich, among the 
queftions, propounded to the churchwardens of that 
diocefe, was the following : ** Doth your minifter, 
commonly, or of fet purpofe, in his popular fer-^ 
mons, fall upon thofe much difputed and little- 
underftood doctrines of God's eternal predeftination, 
of eledion antecedaneous, of reprobation irrefpec- 
tive without finnc forefeene, of free^will,^ of perfever- 



J/) ^Laud's Hift, of his own TroaUes and Tryal, vol. i. p, 590* 

ance. 
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auce, and not falling from grace; points obfcure, 
unfoldable, unfoordable, untradtable (/) ?" 

This, and fimilar pradtices of fuch diocefans as 
were tools to th^ court, were the fruits of archbifhop 
Laud's own " injunftions", fignified to the biftiops in 
general, and charging them, " in his majeftie's 
name,** that they (hould " take fpecial care, that no 
minifter, nor lefturer, in their diocefle, (hould preach 
upon the prohibited controverted points, contrary to 
his majeftie's declarations and inftruftions :" and 
that they, the biftiops, " fhould give an yearly ac- 
count, to the archbifhop, of their proceedings here- 
in («)." And thus, as Mr. {x) Prynne truly ob- 

ferves, 

(/) Canterbune's Doorne» p. 177. 
(u) Ibid, (x) Let none except agsmft Mr» WiUiam Pnrnne, as 
though he were an incompetent evidence. The very reverie is true* 
Hence he is frequently cited and referred to by Heylyn himfelf : and 
(which imparts infinitely flronger fandlion to the precedent) by the 
refpedable Mr. Strype, who was particularly delicate, as to the 
fources from whence he drew his intelligence, — Prynne was warmly 
attached to the dodrinal principle& of the Church of England » and 
even wrote much in their defence : though the inhuman feverities, 
which he experienced at the hands of the furious ecckfiaftics then in 
power, gave him fome diftafte of epifcopacy itfclf. Nor were even 
his political fentiments carried to fuch an extreme,^ as to render them 
peculiarly obnoxious. In the long parliament, he attached himfelf, 
with zeal, to the interefls of king Charles I. and was one of thofe 
who voted his majefty's conceflions fatisfaftory : for which the army 
excluded him from the houfe of commons. He was deemed fo 
fturdy a royalift,. that, during the ufurpation, Cromwell, on whom 
he had fevetely refleded in his writings, threw him into prirofl. 
When things began to verge towards the reftoration of Charles ll. in 
1659, Mr. Piynne was permitted to refume his feat in parliament : 
where his fervices to the then excluded prince, were fo diftinguiihed, 
and his warmth for recalling him, fo violent, that even general 
Monk advifed him, to moderate his zdaL Charles the Second, when 
reftorcd, was fo fenfible of his ability and merit, that he appointed 
him chief keeper of the Tower iccoros, with a falary of v jool. per 
annum ; which office he enjoyed to his death. His acceptance of 

this promotion is, perhaps, the largeft blot in his efcutcheon. 

That a man of Prynne's noble fpirit, who had, both under the en- 
croachments of Charles the Firft, and under the ufurpation of Oliver 
Cromwell, made fuch glorious (lands againfl tyranny, and fuflcred fo 
greatly in tbecaufe of civil and ecclenaftical liberty i ihould, after* 

wardi> 
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ferves, " The Arminian errors were freely vented, 
in all dioceffes, without any public oppofition : and 
thofe who out of zeal to truth, durft open their 
mouths to refute them, were filenced, fufpended, 
^d brought into the hi^h commiffion, to their un- 
doing ; while the Arminians, on the contrary, had 
free liberty to broach their erroneous tenets, without 
controul, and were advanced to the greatefl bene- 
fices and ecclcfiaflical dignities (^)." 

^ards, fo far degenerate from tbe fervor of his firft love, as to hold 
«Q appointment under fo ^'bandoned a being as the fecond Charles ; 
woaid aftoniih, if any human deviations from virtue could juftify 
aftoni(hment. — Had Prynne loft his life, when he loft his ears, his 
name had defcended, with untamiihed luftre, to pofterity. 

This , learned orthodox, and indefatigable man, was bom at 
Swainfwitk, in Somerfet(hire ; received his fchool education at 
Bath ; was a graduate of Oriel College, Oxford : and became bar- 
rifter, bencher, and reader, at Lincoln s Inn, During the civil com* 
motions, he fat in parliament for Newport, in Cornwall. After dhe 
Refioration, he was one of the members for Bath. 

He was a profound and mafterly, but neither a concife, nor a 
polite, writer. His works, many of which (particularly, in divinity 
and antiquities) are extremely valuable and afeful: arc faid to 
amotmt to no fewer than forty volumes in folio and quarto. 

Old Anthony Wood^ who treats the memory of this great man 
with much indecent fcorrility, yet dees juflice to his induftry: 
•• I verily believe," fays Anthony, ** that, if ri|htly computed, he 
wrote a (heet for every day of his life ; reckoning from the time 
when he came to the ufe of reafon and the ftate of man." 

The faid Anthony's account of Mr. Prynne's method of ftudy, is 
«mufing, for the quaintnefs with which it is exprefted. ** His 
^ftom, when he ftudied^ was, to put on a long quilted cap, which 
came an inch over his eyes; ferving, as an umbrella, to delend them 
from too much light : and, feldom eating a dinner, would, every 
three hours or more, be maunching a roll of bread ; and now and 
then refrefh his exhaufted fpirits with ale, brought to him by his 

fervant. He brought his body into an ill habit, and fo, confe- 

qoently, (hortened his days, by too much adlion and concernment 
day and night." — This hard ftudent, however, held out till the 69th, 
if not the 70th year of his age. A period, whereof poor Anthony 
Wood came Ihort, by fix or feven years. 

Mr. Prynne died, at his chambers in Lincoln's Inn, A. D.-i669» 
And lies buried in the walk, under the chapel there, among the 
pillars which fupport that elegant fabric. 
/ (j) ^^t. Doome, u. f. 

U3 Had 
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Had Charleses political views been crowned with 
fuccefs, archbiftiop Laud would, moft undoubt- 
edly, have given the coup de grace to our eftabliflhed 
Calvinifm, by procuring the XXXIX Articles to he 
repealed in form, and by fubftituting Atminiaft 
ones in their room. Together with the utter ex- 
tindion of civil liberty, the Church would have 
been (horn of thofe evangelical principles, which, 
through the good hand of God upon us, ^e ftill it> 
glory. We had been made 

*' An ijland in our doSirineSy far disjoined 

** From the whole world of Protejiants bejtde.^^ 

But, as things then flood, the repeal of the articles 
would have been too dangerous a ftride, ThougI> 
Laud took care to have the bifhoprics and crown 
benefices, as fail as they became vacant, filled up, 
for the moft part, by a colony of new Arminiansi 
yet, the old Calviniftic prelates and beneficiaries did 
not die off, with fufficient rapidity, for him to fe- 
cure a majority in the convocation. Befides : the 
body of the people, incapacitated from being- cor-^ 
rupted by preferment, would never have parted 
tavnely with their Proteftant creed, had Laud even 
been able to have packed an ecclefiaftical convoca- 
tion to his mind. The members of the Church of 
England had, in general, at that time, a very large 
portion of principle and virtue : which rendered 
them, as a body, not only refpeftable, but formic 
dable. Religion was deemed facred, by the public j 
and a thing worthy of contending for. The temper 
of thofe times would not have borne the total altera- 
tion at which Laud aimed. Matters were, there- 
fore, to be done by degrees. The reformed doc- 
trine, eftabliflied by law, and rooted in the hearts 
of the nation, could not, with fafety to its aflailants, 
be taken, fword in hand j but they flattered them- 
felves, that it might be gradually undermined. — 
Yhe archbifliop was forced to content himfelf, for 

the 



mider Charles I. JdJ 

tlie prefent, with altering the face of the Church, 
before he would venture to make a home thruft at 
her internal cojiftitution. He was for painting her 
firft, and for completely debauching her afterwards, 
The ftiperinduftion of Popifli ceremonies was to 
clear the way for that of Popifti Arminianifmi 
which two ftreams, when united in their courfe, 
were to have emptied themfelves into the dead fei 
of arbitrary power. 

But, juft as the lucklefs metropolitan had made 
a promifing' entrance on his toil. Providence 
flopped him fhort : and the adv^iturer fell, him- 
felf, into the pit which he had made for the coun- 
try that bred him, and for the Qmrch that fed him. 
How unjuftifiable foever (humanly fpeaking) the 
means might be, which broiaght this prelate to the 
fcaffold, the Church and kingdom of England 
would have had little reafon to lament his fall, had 
lie fallen alone, and not, like the apoftate fun of 
the morning, dragged other ftars, from their orbits, 
with his tail. — It is very remarkable, that, on his 
trial, he -utterly denied himfelf to be either an Ar- 
minian, or a promoter of Arminianifm. A denial, 
badly calculated to imprefs us with a favourable 
idea of his regard to veracity, ** I anfwer in gene- 
ral,** faid he, *' that I never endeavoured to intro- 
duce Arminianifm into our Church ; nor -ever main- 
tained any Arminian opinions. 1 did neither 

proteft, nor countenance, the Arminians perfons, 
books or tenets. True it is, I was, in a declara- 
tion of the commons houfe, taxed as a favourer 
[and] advancer of Arminians and their opinions, 
without any particular proof at all.: which was a 
great flander to me(z)." O human nature, how 
low art thou capable of falling 1 

I (hall clofe this eflay, with a fliort and general 
review, 

I* Of the Calvinifm of our old Englifh bifhops. 

(it) Cant 2>ooine, p. ^ol. 

U 4 * ^. Q!l 
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%. Of the Calvinifm of our En^lilh Univcrfities* 

3* Of the ftate of the Calviniftic doftrines in our 
Church, from the death of archbifhop Laud, to the 
prefent time ; — And, 

4. Obviate an objeftion or two, by which thofc 
doftrines arc defamed. 

I. What has been already obferved, concerning^ 
the principal bifliops, who flouriftied under king 
Edward VI. (during whofe reign the Reformation 
was firft eftablifticd in England), renders any far- 
ther demonftration, of their Calvinifm, entirely 
needlefs. Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, Hooper, Fer- 
rar, Ponet, were eminent among the golden fathers 
who adorned that truly Proteftant period. 

Under Elizabeth, the Church could boaft of pre- 
lates no lefs found, holy, and learned. Hear how 
pathetically their orthodoxy was lamented by the 
Popifti' party. "In England," faid the zealous 
Scultingius, " Calvin*s Book of Inftitutions is almoft 
preferred to the Bible itfelf " [had the Papifts faid, 
* In England, Calvin's Inftitutions are valued next 
after the Bible,' he had come nearer the mark]. 
** The pretended Englifh bifhops enjoin all the 
clergy to get the book almoft by heart, never to 
have it out of their hands, to lay it by them in a 
confpicuous part of their pulpits; in a word, to 
prize and keep it as carefully, as the old Romans 
are faid to have preferved the fybilline oracles." 
Another angry Papift (Stapleton) a native of our 
own ifland, thus made his moan : " The Inftitutions 
of Calvin are fo greatly efteemed in England, that the 
book has been moft accurately tranflated into Eng- 
lifh, and is even fixed in the parifh churches for the 
people to read. Moreover, in each of the two Uni- 
veffities, after the ftudents have finilhed their cir- 
cuit in philofophy, as many of them, as are de- 
figned for the miniftiy, are leftured firft of ail in 
that book {ay 

^ {a) Qgotcd by Baylc, voL v. p* 87, 

Indeed, 
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Indeed, the doftrinal Calvinifm of Elizabeth's 
bifhops is almoft incapable of exa^eration. Would 
they, in the memorable convocation of 1562, fiave 
*' thought fit that minifters (hould cohverfe in 
Ponet's catechifm," in order to " learn true divinity 
from it (^) ;" if they themfelves had not beenCal- 
vinifts of the ftrongeft dye ? 

Parkhurft, biftiop of Norwich, (hall give us a 
fample, how highly the foreign Calviniftic divines 
were efteemed and venerated by our epifcopal bench. 
That ingenious prelate thus celebrated the praifes 
(A. D. 1573.) of fome tranfmarine worthies who 
were then living : 

JDe BullingerOj Bibliandro, Martyre, Zanchoy 
Et GualtherOf Gefnero^ de PelicanOy 
' Nofirum Judicium Jiy for fatty Coky requiris ; 
Hos ego do6irind eximioSj pietate gravefque, 
Judico : queisjimiles perpaucos hie habet or bis [c). 

That is : " Do you alk, what I think of Bullinger, 
Bibliander, Peter Martyr, Zanchius, Gualter, Gefner, 
and Pelicanus ? My opinion of them is, that they 
are illuftrious in point of learning, venerable for 
their piety, and that they have very few equals in 
the whole world/* 

Even in the reign of Charles I. a new edition of 
Doftor Willett*s famous book, entitled, Sympfis 
Papifmi (from which, fome extrafts have been laid 
betore the reader, Seft. XVIIL) was favoured with 
a patent, the preamble to which takes notice, 
** That the Doftor was a very painful man in be- 
half of the Church, and that his Sympfis had been 
approved by the biftiops ; held in great efteem by 
the two Uniyerfities ; and much defired by all the 
learned, both of • the clergy and laity, throughout 
the king's dominions (^).'* This was in 1630. So 

(h) Stiype's Annals, vol. i, p. 354. {c) Strypc's Annals^ 

voL ii. p. t8 j, (d) A^ Regia^ p. 7^9. 

uncorrupt 
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uncornipt in dcnftrine did the biftops, the Uniwr- 
fities, the clergy, and the people, generally, continue, 
even under the malignant afped of the Laudaean 
planet ! 

Defccnd we lower ftill. The reign of Charifcs IL 
was not wholly undignified with Calviniftic biflKM)s. 
Witnefs the great Dr. Saunderfon, bifhop of Lin- 
coln. •• When I began," fays this valuable prelate, 
^ to fet myfelf td the ftudy of divinity as my pro- 
per bufinels, Calvin's Inftitutions were recommend- 
ed to me, a« they were generally to all young 
fcholars in thofe times, as the beft and perfeftett 
fyftem of divinity, and the fitteft to be laid as a 
groundwork in the ftudy of that profeffion. And 
indeed myexpeftation was not at all deceived, in 
the reading of thofe Inftitutions {e)^ Dr. Edwards, 
to. whom I am indebted for this quotation, adds, 
that, as bifhop Saunderfon " began ^yith Calvin, 
fo he proceeded to approve of his [Calvin's] fen- 
timents, through his whole life : as we fee in his 
letters to Dr. Hammond, and in other parts of his 
writings (/)." — His lordfhip was the author of 
an admirable traft, intitled, Pdx Ecclejia : in which, 
among a great number of other judicious obferva- 
tions, the difcerning prelate thus accounts for the 
** advantages,'* on which the " Arminian party 
hath and yet doth gain ftrength to itfelf.'* As, for 
inftance, " The publifhing of Mr. Mountagu's ap- 
peal, with allowance [i. e. under the fanftion of 
court countenance] : which both hath given con- 
fidence to fundry, who before were Arminians, 
but in fecret, now to walk unmaiked, andtoprofefs 
their opinions publicly in all companies.'* The 
good bifhop alfo accounted for the progrefs of the 
newdoftrine, on another confideration : viz. "The 
plaufiblencfs of Arminianifm, and the congruity it 
hath, in fundry points, with the principles of cor- 

(e) Sec Edwards's Vcrhai Redox, p. 542, (/) fbid, 
g * • rupt 
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ropt nature, and of carnal rcafon. For 'tis a won- 
derful tickling to flefli and blood, to have the pow- 
ers of nature magnified, and to hear itfelf flattered, 
as if ftie carried the greateft ftroke in tlje work of 
{alvation t efpeciaily, when thofe foothings are con- 
veyed under the pretence of vindicating the difpen- 
iations of God's providence from the imputation of 
iryuftice." His lordfhip thefi^ proceeds to fpecify, 
•what he terms, " The manifold cunning of the Ar* 
minians, to advance their own party: as, i. In 
pleading for a liberty for every man to abound in his 
own fenfe, in things undetermined by the Church : 
that fo they [the Arminians] may fpread their own 
tenets the more freely. Whereas, yet, it is too ap- 
parent, by their writings and fpeeches, that their 
intent and endeavour is, to take the benefit of this 
liberty themfelves ; but not to allow it to thofe that 
diflent Trom them.— 2. In bragging out fome of 
their private tenets, as if they were the received 
leftabliflied doftrine of the Church of England ; by 
fc^-cing the words of Articles, or Common Prayer 
Book, to a fenfe which appeareth not to have been 
intended therein : as Mr. Mountagu hath done, in 
the point of falling from grace. Whereas the con- 
trary tenet, viz. of the final perfeverance of the 
righteous in grace and faith, may be, by as ftrong 
evidence, every way, and by as natural deducement, 
collefted out of the fai4 books : as fliall be eafily 
proved, if it be required. — 3. Infeeking todcriyeenvy 
on the oppofite [i. e. on the Calviniftic] opinions ; 
by delivering them in terms odious, and of ill and 
fufpicious found, — 4. Which is the moft unjuft and 
uncharitable courfe of all the reft, in feeking to draw 
the perfons, of thofe that diflent from them,, into 
diflike with the ftate : as if they [i, e. as if the CM- 
yinifts] were Puritans, or Difciplinarians, or that 
W^y affefted." So much for bifhop Saunderfoh^s 
judgment, concerning the " manifold, unjull, and 
uncluritable cunning of the Antiinians, to advance 

their 
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their own party.'* — But what was his judgment, con* 
cerning the Calviniftic fyftem itfelf ? Read it, in his 
own words. " Left this covenant [i. e. the cove- 
nant of grace aud redemption] fbould yet be inef- 
feftual, and Chrift die in vain ; becaufe none of the 
fons of Adam, left to themfelves, efpecially in this 
wretched ftate of f original] corruption, could adtu- 
ally have repented and believed in Chrift ; [it pleaf- 
cd God] for the glory of his grace, to eleft and cull 
a certain number of particular perfons, out of the 
corrupted lump of mankind, to be advanced into 
this covenant, and thereby entitled to falvation: 
and that without any caufe, or motive, at all, in 
themfelves ; but merely of his [i. e. of God*s] own 
free grace and good pleafure in Jefus Chrift : pre- 
termitting, and paffing by the reft, to perifti juftly, 
in their fins.'' — It is, adds his lordftiip, a part of 
God's decree, " To confer, in due feafon, upon the 
perfons fo ^lefbed, all fit and effeftual means and 
graces, needful, for them, unto falvation : propor- 
tionably to their perfonal capacities and conditions. 
■ Thus much, concerning the falvation of thofe, 
whom God hath of his free mercy ele6led thereunto. 
But, with the reprobates, whom he hath in his juf- 
tice appointed to deftruftion, he dealeth in another 
fafliion: as concerning whom, he hath decreed, 
either, 

** I. To afford them neither the extraordinary, 
nor fo much as the outward and ordinary means of 
faith. Or elfe, 

" 2. In the prefence of the outward means of the 
word and facraments, to withhold the inward con- 
currence of his enlightening and renewing fpirit to 
work with thofe means. For want whereof, they 
[the outward means] become ineflfeftual to them 
[viz. to the reprobate] for their good ; working up- 
on them either malignantly, fo as their hearts are 
the more hardened thereby in fin and unbelief; or 
infirmly, fo as not to work in them a perfeft conver- 

fion: 
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Son : but to produce (inftead of the gracious habits 
of fandtification, as faith, repentance, charity, hu- 
mility, &c.) fome weak and infirm (hadows of thdfe 
graces : which, for their formal femblance fake, do 
lometimes bear the name of thofe graces they re- * 
'lemble, but were never, in the mean time, the very 
true graces themfelves ; and, in the end, are diico- 
vered to have been falfe, by the want of perfcver- 

ance (^)." 1 riiall only add, from the fame maf- 

terly tradt, his lordfliip's idea of efficacious grace. 
Upon the eleft, fays he, who live to the ufe of rea- 
fon, God confers ** Such a meafure of faith in the 
Son of God, of repentance from dead works, of new 
and holy obedience to God*s commandments, to- 
gether with final perfeverance in all thefe ; as, in his 
cxcelle,nt wifdom, he feeth meet : wrought and prc- 
ferved in them, outwardly, by the word and facia- 
ments ; and, inwardly, by the operation of his holy 
fpirit, Ihcd in their hearts. Whereby, fweetly and 
without conftraint [i. e. without forcible compul- 
fion], but yet effedtually, their underftandings, wills, 
and affoftions, are fubdued to the acknowledgmealt 
and obedience of the gofpel : and both thefe arc 
done, ordinarily, and by ordinary means {h).'' So 
writes the bifliop, to whom our Englifti Liturgy is 
indebted for its judicious preface, which begins with, 
** It has been the wifdom of the Church,. &c*'* 

The truly apoftolie bilhop Pearfon (who fuccecd- 
ed the no lefs excellent biftiop Wilkins, in the fee of 
Chefter) was another of Charles the II's prelates, 
who did honour to the rochet. Dr. Pearfon^s Cal- 
vinifm is fo well known, (confult, for inftance, his 
valuable Expofition of the Creed), that I (hall only 
cite a memorable anecdote of him, on the teftimony 
of the learned Dr. John Edwards. " When I was 

{g) Bilhop Saunderfon, in his Fax EccIt^Jitei p. 59. 61-^3. 
69* 70. 72, 73.— Annexed to his life by Walton. Edit. 1678, 
. (h) Biihop Saunderfon^ Ibid. p. 70> 71* 

a young 
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a young Mafter of Arts," faid Pearfon, to Edwardj^ 
" I tlK)ught there was no difficulty in thefe grand ar-t 
tides" [viz. in the articles which divide the Calvin* 
ids and the Arminians] ; " and that I was aWe to 
detertnine any of them with eafe s efpecially, on tho 
Arminian fide. But I have, fince, found it other* 
wife. And I difapprove of men's ra{h cenfuring am} 
' condemning the other fvi2. the Calviniftic](ide(i).** 
And, indeed, as Dr. Edwards obferves, we might 
have gueffed this to be the bifliop*s incli|mtion> by 
his approving of Mr. Hales's Remains. 

So lately, as in the reign of queen Anne, the Eii^* 
Ufh bench was graced with a Beveridge. But bxt* 
ther, than the reign of that queen, this ^pQn^ 
faith not. 

II. Now for a fketch of the former ftate- of »• 
ligion in the two Univerfities. 

Every body knows the fituation, ia which re* 
ligious affairs were left by Henry VIII. That mo- 
narch, as Luther fmartly and juftly exprcjQTed it^ 

killed the Pope^s body, but faved his foi4 
alive [k) :" i, e. his majefty ftabbed the Pap»l (/) 

fuprer 

(i) Edwards's Veritas Redux> p. 54^. {h) Luther's Divino 

Difcourfes, or Table-Talk; p. 464. — Lond. 1652. folio. 

(I) And even ** the Pope's body," as Luther termed it, bade rctf 
fair, at one time, for a revival : Henry Shaving confented to nfegO- 
tiatv a reconciliation wich Clement the Seventh, under tfca heiiltng 
tufpices of the French king (Francis L), who had «' PrcvaikS 
with the Pope to promife, that, if the king [of England] wouUl 
fend a proxy to Rome, and thereby fubmit bis cauie totheholf 
iec; he fthc Pope] would appoint commifiioners to meet at Cam^ 
bray, and, immediately afterwards, pronounce the fentence of di* 
vorce, required of him. Bellay, bi(hop of Paris, was next dif- 
patched tu London : and obtained a promife of the king, that he 
would fubmit his caufe to the Roman confxftory, provided tbt out* 
dini^s of the Imperial fa^on were excluded ito^ it. The prelalt 
carried this verbal promife to Rome : and the Pope agreed, that, 
if the king would fign a written agreement to the fame purpofe, hit 
demands (hould be nilly complied with. A day was appointed, for 
the return of the mcffenger. But the greateft affairs, onen, depend 
on the moft frivolous incidents. The conrier, who carried the 
kio^'s wnitta promife* was detained beyond the day appointdL 

Newt 
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fimremacy; cantinuing, however, to the laft hour 
ot his life> a devoted bigot to the eifential dodrines 
of the Roman Church. 

. But, " After the death of Henry, by the induf- 
trious zeal of Calvin and his difciples, more elpeci- 
ally Peter Martyr, .the [Englilh] Univeriities^ 
fcho#ls, and churches, became the oracles of Cal- 
vinifm.—*~ Hence it happened, that, when it was 
prqpofed, under the reign of Edward VI. to give a 
fixt and ftabie turn to the doftrine and difcipiinc of 
the Church fof England], Geneva, was acknow- 
ledged as a fifter-church, and the theological lyltem, 
there eftabliftied by Calvin, ' was adopted, and rcn- 
dered the public rule of faith in England, This, 
however, was done, without any change of the form 
of epifcopal government (w).". Thus ttood mat- 
ters, while Edward fwayed the fceptre- 
. Whcja Mary governed, the Proteftant fabric, rear- 
ed by Edward, was overturned : and as the Univer^^ 
fitics, under him, had been reformed from Popery 
to Calvinifm ; they were, under her, forcibly car- 
ried back from Calvinifm to Popery. 

Elizabeth brought things to the right pafs again 5 
and our " Univerfities,*' as well as our Cliurches, 
became, once more, " the oracles of Calvinifm :" 
and io they continued, not only *till that good 

IfciPi was brought to Rome, that a libel had been ptibiilHed int 
ISr^land againB: the oourt of Rome, and a fare aded before the 
kjrtg in derifioh of the Pope and cardinals, ilie Pope and cardinal* 
cmfered into the Confitiory, enflamed with anger: anii, by a prcci- 
ptta^ feoteoce, the marriage of Henry and Catherine vin pro-^ 
nmmced valid, and Henry declared to be excommumcaced if he 
rfefbied to adhere to it, — Two days after, the courier arrived : ani 
dement, who had been hurried from his ufual prudence, found, 
tbat^ tho' he ftt>cnted heartily of thi^ ha^y meafure, it would b» 
difficult for him to rctraft it, or replace affairs on the fame footing a» 
before." Hume, vol. iv. p. 126, 127. 

Thqsr had not the Pope regarded his infallibility, as too nice a 
point of honout tobeflcrificcd by refcindinghi* late ai\, his jurl^ 
didlion had been re-e(labli(hed in England. 

{m) Mofteim, vol* iv« p. S7, %%^ 
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queen afcended to a brighter crown, but through 
the reign of her fucceflbr James, and (notwithftand- 
ing Laud's vehement efforts to the contrary) through 
the Arminian reign of Charles the Firu. — I (hall 
give a few inftances. 

In 1595, William Barrett, for having contradift- 
ed thcf doftrine of final perfeverance, and for having 
afperled Calvin, Beza, Zanchius, and other lumina* 
ries of the Proteftant church, was forced to make 
reparation, both to the truths of God, and to the 
. venerable names which he had fo flippantly tra- 
duced, by publicly reading his recantation : which 
recantation had been drawn up for him, by the 
Univerfity of Cambridge, for that purpofe («). 

Peter BaYo's troubles in the fame Univerfity, and 
in the fame year with Barrett, have been already 
noted in our XVIIIth Sedtion. 

To the above brace of brothers, let me add Dr. 
John Houfon, by way of making up a leafh. — ^This 
faid Houfon, tho' a canon of Chrift's Church, and 
tho' he had been vice-chancellor of Oxford, fell 
imder the cenfure of the Univerfity, for (what was 
then efteemed a crime of no fmall magnitude) " ad- 
vancing fomewhat, tending to the difparagement of 
the Geneva annotations on the Holy Scriptures (o)'\ 
The fermons, in which he launched this indirect 
" difparagement," were termed. Condones publicas^ 
minus ortbodoxas, £sf plenas offenjionis : i. e. " not fuf- 
ficiently orthodox, and replete with offence/* In 
fine, the preacher was called in queftion, and fuf- 
pended, " by Dr. Robert Abbot" [brother to arch- 
bifhop Abbot, and fliortly after bifhop of Salifbury], 
** who was then doftor of the chair and vice-chan- 
cellor (/>)." So fared it with canon Houfon, A. D. 
1614. 

{«) See my Tna, entitled. The Church of Englaad viodicatd 
from Arminianifm. 

(^) Heylyn's Hift. & Mifc. Trafts, p. 631. (/) Ibid. 

And 
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And no wonder. For Heylyn himfelf gives iis 
the following nefedlefs information : " It cajinot be 
denied," fays the Afhiiniah, " but that, by the er-f 
tor of thofe titnfes, the reputation which Calvin had 
trttaihfed to in both tJniverfities, and the extreme 
diligence of his followers" [i. e. of the bifhops^ 
dergy, and laity ih getieralj " for the better carry- 
ing on of their own defighs" [tlz; the laudable dcfigns 
of barring out Popery and Pelstgianifni j *' there was 
ft general tendency iinto his [i. ti to Calvih^s] opi- 
nions (j)/' iThe fame Arminian adds, that Calvirt*^ 
** Book oflnftitutes was, for the moftpart, the founda- 
tion cfn which the yotmg divines of thofe times did 
build their ftudies." He eVen confeffes, that he' could 
** find'' btit " two Anti-Calvinifts,'' in the whole 
.iJntverfity of Oxford, at the period here tfeated of: 
which poor ** two" were, Buckf id^, tutor to Laud j 
ttid Hit above fufpended Dr, Houlon. Well, there- 
fore^ may the faid Heylyn obferve (tho* we fhould 
have kfaowh it withotit his information), that, ih 
the two tJniverfitieSj the Anti-Calvinians Were ** but * 
few in nuhiber, and make but a tery thin appear- 
ktitc (r)." Extremely few ^nd thin indeed, if their 
whole ntimber amounted to no more than two ! Sd 
that Heylyn ftiould not have applied (as he does) 
fb^t lihe, to the cafe in hand, 

Apparent rari nantes in Gurgite vafto y 
but (hould rather have alteted it to 

Apparent geinini nantes in Gurgite vdjl6 i 
1 h^an, fuppofijf^ Dr. Buckridge was really hot l 
Galvinift. Of which, howevet> I ftand in fome 
doubt. Shotild my doubt be well grounded, Virgil's 
line muft Undergo a fecond alteration : and we mult 
fay, of folitary Houfoft, 

Appatet foliis natdns in Gurgite va/jo. 

if Buckrid^ Wa5 then an Anti-Gsfltinift, he 

leems to have been aa hidden one : elfe would not 

vice-chancellor Abbot have fufpended the fellow of 

(f) Heylyn. Ibid.- p. 6i6. (f) l\id. p. ^^^. 

Voi, \V (&) X John's 
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John's, with as little fcruple, as he inflided that cen- 
fure on the canon of Chrift's Church ? Heylyn's 
even number, therefore, of two, does not hang well 
together. Divide his two Arminian doftors, by 
one 5 and, in all probability^ the remainder will give 
the (s) quotient. 

Unhappily for the credit of Arminianifm, Laud 
himfblf, its grand hero in England, incurred no little 
danger and moleftation, at Oxford, on account of 
his having been fufpecled to lean towards that new 
and hated fyftem.— In the year 1666, Mr. Laud^ 
who had then but jufl taken his Batchelor'^s degree 
in Divinity, " was queftioned [i. e. called to ac- 
count], by Dr. Airy, the vice-chancellor, for a 
fermon preached in St. Mary^s Church, on the 26th 
of Oftober, as containing in it fundry fcandalous 
and Popifti paflages : the good man [i. e. the vice- 
chaiKellor] taking all things^ to be matter of Popery, 
which were not held forth unto him in Calvin's In- 
ftitutes (/)." It appears, that the orthodox Univer- 
fity at large, were of the vice-chancellor''s mind, both 
as to the excellency of Calvin, and as to the malig- 
nity of Laud. For Heylyn adds: "Which ad- 
vantage being taken by Dr. Abbot, he fo violently 
perfecuted the poor man [i. e, poor Mr, Laud], 
and fo openly branded him for a Papift, or at leaft 
very Popifhly inclined : that it was almofl: made an 
. herefy, as I have heard from his [viz. from Laud's] 
own mouth, for any one to be feen in his company ; 

(/) With regard to queen Elizabeth's reign, Heylyn docs nor 
pretend to allege a fingle inftance of public oppofition to Calvin's 
doflrines, during the whole of that long period, in the Univerfity 
of Oxford, •* Of any men/' fays he, '• who publicly oppofedthe 
Calvinian tenet*, in this Univcrfity, 'till after the beginning of king 
James's reign, I muft confefs that I have hitherto found no goo2 
affurance*" Ibid. p. 626. He, indeed, pretends to think, that 
there were fomc who ** fccretly " trained up their pupils in other 
principles : but, unlefs he bad produced better authority, for this 
luppofition, than his own conje^nre^ the fuppofitioD n»ay well 
pafs for groundlefs. 

(/j Heylyn's Life of Land, p. 49. 

and 
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and a mifprifion of herefy, to give him a civil falu- 
tation as he paffed the ftreets («)." They faw what 
materials he was made of, and ftigmatized him ac- 
cordingly. 

Eight years after Laud's public difgrace, above 
recited, to wit, A. D. 161 4, when the faid Laud 
had rifen to the prefidentfliip of St. John's College, 
the fpirited and aftive Dr. Abbot (not the ardi- 
bifhop, but the bifhop) took him openly to tafk, in 
a very facred place, and on a very folemn occafion : 
or, as Heylyn phrafes it, " Fell violently foul on 
Dr. William Laud, whom, in his fermon at St. 
Peter's, on Eafter-Sunday, he [Abbot] publicly ex- 
pofed to contempt and fcorn, under the notion of a 
Papift ; as Barret's doctrines had been fonnerly con- 
demned at Cambridge" [and with ample reafon], 
" by the name of Popery (.v)." As to Barret, he 
juftified the fufpicions, which were entertained of 
him at Cambridge, by aftually declaring himfelf a 
Papift, (hortly after [y). And for Laud, a few 
years made it fufficiently plain, that the Oxonians 
were not very wide of the mark, in queftioning the 
genuine Proteftancy of that unhappy gentleman. 
Cbnfidering the zealous orthodoxy of the Univerfity 
in thofe days. Laud was well off, to efcape without 
expulfion. 

Various were the fubfequent toils, which Laud 
met with; many a weary ftep did he take, and 
many a mortifying repulfe did he fufFer, ere he 
could climb the hill of promotion, to which he fo 
ardently afpired. Heylyn laments, very pathetical- 
ly, the difficulties, which this his patron had to fur- 
mount, on his firft attempts to afcend the ladder 
eccleiiaftic. " At this time," fays he, viz. about 
the year 1624, and the lafl of king James's reign, 
" bifhop Laud, to whom the raifing and promoting 

{u) Ibid, p. 50. (x) Heylyn's Tra^s, p. 532. 

(j) Fuller'sHift. ofCarnbriiige, p. 151, 

• X2 ■ ^\ 
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of the Arminian dcxStrines (as they ciill them) is of 
fete afcribed, was hardly able to promote and pre- 
ferve himfelf : oppreffed with ail; hard halid, by 
archbifliop Abbot j. fccretly tradnted to the king, 
for the unfortunate feu&nefs of the earl of De-^on- 
ihire; attaining^ with great difficulty, the poor 
feilhopric of St. David's, after ten jears^ fervice" 
[i. e. after ten years cobrt stttendance J ; ^'^^and, yet, 
but green in favour with the duke of Bucking- 
kam (2).**' However, rn due feaf®fiy the •'gceen'* 
fevourite waied a grey^oncw 

Nothing is more* prolific, than herefy* About 
three years after Laud had been *•' publicly expofed 
to contempt and fcorn,*^ by vice-chancellor Abbot, 
ki the pulpit of SC Peter's,. Oxford ^ another bird oif 
Laud's feather (btrt whofe ncflr was in the Univerfitv 
of Cambridge', as Fellow of Trinity College there)? 
underwent a very uncomfortable plucking. This 
gentlemaifs name was Edward^ Sympfon: who^ 
A. D. 1617^ preached a fermon bfefote king James 
I. at Royftonf takine for his text, *' John iii 6. 
That which is hotvt of the flefh is flefti^ H«rice he 
eiideavoured to prove, that the commiffion of any 
grfeat fin doth extinguifli gpace and God's fpkit, for 
the time, ia t^ie nrni.. He addfed alfo^ that St^ 
Paul, in the 7th of Romans, fpake not of himfelf 
as an apoftle and regenerate; but Jlatn kgh. Here- 
at his m^efty took, and publicly expreficd, gifeat 
diftafte : becaufe Arminius had lately beeife blamed 
for extrafting the like expofition out of the works of 
Fatiftus Socinus. Whereupon, he [king Jafti'es] leiit 
to the two profeflTors in Cambridge, fo* their judg- 
ment herein :; who [i.e. the two Cambridge divinity- 
profeflbrsl proved, and fubfcribed, thfe place in the 
7 th chapter of Romans to be underftoodof a rege- 
nerate man,, according: to St, Auftin's later opiAioA 
in his petradations.'^ What was the refult ? " The 

{%) Hcyljm*! Trtfts, p. 6i^ 

ij^reachex 
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jjreacher was enjoined a public recantation before 
«thc king: wbich accordingly was performed. Nor 
doth fuch a palinody fownd any thing to his dif- 
grace: having St. Auftin himfelf for his precedent^ 
. who modeftl y redrafted what formerly h^ had \yritten 
therein {a).^ 

** Nor muft we forget Mr^ Gabriel Bridges, of 
Corpus Chrifti College, Oxford : who, ^ 5y pr^q^h- 
ing, on the 19th of Ja,miary [1623], againft the abr 
folute decr^ee, in maintenance of -univerfal grace, ai^| 
the co-openttion df man's free-will prevented by it, 
in the public Church of the Univerfity ; l^id him 
more open to the profeoijition of Dr« Prideaux, and 
to tlie ccnfvire of the vice-chancellor, and the reft of 
the heads, &c. (i)." We ieam, from another 
writer, that the profeamtion di Mr. Bridges termir 
liated in his public recantation of his errors, ^nd 
that the faid recantation, tho"* forced at firft, proved 
•eventually real and fincere ; the good man being 
brought to a better mind^ and to a ferious convicr 
iion of the truths he had too haftily oppofed {c). 

Some years afte^^^'ards<, I find another religious 
delinquent ; one Mr. Brookes, of Wadham Col- 
lege, Oxford ^ cenfured, *' by the Univerfity heads, 
for broaching and juftifying fome Arminian affer* 
tions, in a fermon preached at St^ Mary's [d)^ This 
young culprit, thus cenfured and difgraciqd in the 
reign of jiaicnes, was rewarded in that of Charles, 
by promotion to a wealthy cure of fouls- 

The Thefes, pyiblicly maintained by finch as pro» 
jceeded Do<9:ors in divinity, are an additional de- 
montlration of the old UniverfeyCalvinifm. ]V|n 
Prynne has collefted a gr^at number of thefe, from 
the authentic aAs of Oxford in particular : and in^- 
jtroduces them^ with the following juft remark, 
Thefe ^ Aft-Thefes and qi^ftioflis arc always (be- 

{a) Fuller's Hift. of Camb. g. i6q» (*) Hcylyn'sTradb. p. 63 j. 
(c) AtUii-^ijo^. j[». i52» " (d) Anti-Anqixu Ibid. 
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fore they are cither admitted, printed, publiftied, 
or difputed on) propounded to a general convoca- 
tion of the whole Univerfity, and by them particu- 
larly allowed, voted, and then recorded in the Uni^ 
verfity Regifter, for a teftimony to poftcrity, as or- 
thodox, and confonant to the eftabliflied doftrine, 
faith, arid articles, of the Church of England. So 
-that the whole Univerfity's judgment is comprized 
ih them [i. e, in thofe Thefes], as wiell as theirs that 
give them (^)." 

In felefting a few fpecimens of which Univer-p 
.fity propolitibns, I fhall begin with the times of Elir 
zabeth. 

" JEternd Dei predejlimtione centinentur^ aliorum elec^ 
tio ad vitam atermm^ aliorum ad mortem reprobatio : i. t. 
The eledtion of fome perfons to everlafting life, 
iand the reprobation of others unto death, are corii- 
prized, refpeftively, in God*s eternal decree of pre-* 
deftination. 

*^ Eledorum cert a eflfaluSy ut periers non pojjint. — The 
falvation of the eleft is fo certain, that they cannot 
poflibly perirti. 

" EkSii nonpojfwit, in ha c vita , implere legem Dei. 
— The eleft are uaable, in the prefent life, to fulfil 
the law of God. 

^^ Do5irina pradeflinaiionis olim tradita ab Auguflino^ £f? 
nojlris temporibus a CalviriOy eadem ejl. — Thedodtrine 
ofpredeftination, which St. Auftin antiently taught, is 
the fame with that doftrine of predeftination, which 
in our own times, Calvin hath taught. 

" Prafcientia Dei aterno deer eta omnia ordinantis, non 
pugnavit cum arbitrii libertate primis parent ibus cotuejja, 
— The fore -knowledge of God, who ordaineth all 
things by his eternal decree, did not clafh with that 
freedom of will which he granted [in the (late of 
innocence] to Adam and Eve,'* 

{e) Anti-Armin, p. 241. — For the Thcfcs thcrofelvcs, of which | 
^ivc a fample, fee the iame Book^ from p. 242 to 2; i« 

^ • In 
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In the reign of James I. the Oxonian Doftors 
fnaintained the following, and fimilar pofitions, for 
that degree in divinity : 

" Tota faltis eleSiorum cjl mere gratuita. — The falva^ 
tion of the eleft is, from firft to laft, abfolutcly free 
and unmerited. 

•** EkBi debent ejfe^ iff fwit tandem^ fme falutis certi. 
— The eled ought to be affured of their falvatipn ; 
and, fooner pr later, they are fo. 

** Reprobus mf(jue fud foUus perit maUtid .r^Eytry 
reprobate perimes in conlequence of his own wicked- 
nefs only. 

" jin, ^uiin Chrijlo ftint p,erire pojjint ? Neg. — They, 
who are in Chrift, cannot perilh. 

" An certi falutis Jiia omnes falventur ? Aff. — All, 
who are aflkred of their falvation, (hall furely be 
faved, 

" Anfideles pojjinty cert d fide ^ flatuere remijja ejfe pec^ 
cata ? . Aff.: — Believers may, with an affured faith, 
conclude that their fins are forgiven. 

*' Um ejl liberim arbitrium,— 'Mean's will is not 
free. 

** SanSH non pojjimt excidere gratid.-^—^eol faints can- 
not fall entirely from grace. 

" An^ homo pqffit fe pr^tparare ad gratiam recipiendam ? 
Neg. — Man cannot prepare himfelf tp receive 
grace. 

" Any homo pqjfit jcire^Je habere gratiam ? Aff. 
A man, who has grace, may know that he has it, 

^^ Any eleSio fit ex pravifts operibus? Neg. — Elec- 
tion is not occafioned by God's forefight of good 
works. 

^* Any decretum reprobationis fit abfolutum f ApF.^-r— 
The decree of reprobation is abfolute. 

" Any Deus autor peccatiy juxta ftforrhatortm fenien^ 
tianty ftattiatur ? Neg. — The doftrine of the reform- 
ers, or of the reformed divines, does not make 
God the author of fin. 

X4 A>x, 
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^^ An^ gratia regeneratmis pmnih? 9ff^^ft^ ^ Nsg, 
The grace pf regeneration is not offered to ^ 
men. 

" An gratia regenerationis tpjjit rq/ijii f Neg.--— 
The grace of regeneration is irrefiftible. 

" Ariy voluntary in primd cmjerfione^ habeat fe taux 

turn pajfive? Aff. This will pf man is entif^ly 

paflive, in the firft reception pf grace. 

" An^ recgnciUalio per mortfrni Chrijli Jtjrngulis homi'. 
pibus impetrati ? N^G,-r-Chrift's death did not pro- 
cure reconciliation with God for every man. 

" Any lapfus Adami, diver fo reheSiii^ did poffit ner 
f^arius et fontingens ? AFF.r — -The fa}i or A4gtm 
was both contingent and neceffary. 

*^ Atty decretum^ de dandd fid^y fity in tnfnt^ divfndy 

prius decreto de dandd f aha f ? Npo. God firft dcr 

creed to fave his people j ^.nd, in confequen?e ^ 
^at decree, refolyed to give them faith. 

" Anyfemelverejujiififatusfmpermaneatjuftifieatta? 
Aff.— — The man, who }3 oncg tryly jufUfie^, cpp: 
^inues juftified for ever. 

" Any vgluntas hnmana rejijlere pojjit gratia Dei 
ffficaci? Nep.—— Man's will cannot refifttheeffi-; 
cacious grace of God. 

" Any poji Adami lapfumy Hbertas ad bonupi Jit p'orfus 

flmijfa ? Aff.- Ever fince the fall of Adam, th^ 

human will has utterly loft all its freedom to [fpirU 
tual] good. 

^* Any omnfs baptizati Jint jufificaii ? Neg. — — Al| 
baptized perfons are not therefore in a ft^te of juftii 
fication. 

" Any ipfe a£lusjidei nobis imputetur pro jujlitid legis 

feftfu proprio_ ? Neq. Striftly fpeaking, the aft 

of believing is not imputed to \xs for legal righte- 
oufnefs. 

" Any fidesy i^ fidei juftitiay Jint propria ele£li)rum ? 
Aff.— Faith itfelf, and the rightepufnefs of faith, 
§re peculiar to the el^ft/' 

Amon§ 
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Among others, the Tbefes, which next follow, 
W«FC afrerte4 by the Oxford dodlors, eveij ^fter the 
acceffion of king Charles I. when Calyinifm ceafed 
Ito enjoy the fupfliine of court encouragement. 

Anno 16J15. ** My pr^diftimtlo Jit ex pravijd fid^, 
t^/ operibus ? NjECrrr-Predeftination to life is not for 
faith asd good worjks forefeen." 

Anno 16317. " An^ fradejiinatio a^jalulemjtt muta- 
kilis? J^EO. — Predeftift^jtion tp U^ is an unchguogp^ 
able a6t of , God. 

** An^fideSyfemi^lhabUa^ pqffit amfttp? Neg^ — T^^ 
iuthy once h^, c^i^ never be loft. 

** An^ vera fides cqdat /« Ttprohum? Nec-t— rrr-^o 
jreprojDatc c^n truly believe. 

^ Any fffficafia gratia pendeat a lihrp injluxu arbitrii ? 
NEG.r-TThe e^cacy of divixije grace is not fuipeiujed 
fon the free influence pf man*s will. 

** Auy Cbriftus diving JHfii^i^} t^^^ nojlrdy proprie t? 
pUe^e htlsfecexit f AFF.-rr-— Chrift did, literally ^d 
leonipletely, make fatfsf^i^ion to the juftice of God, 
in our room ai^d ftead.'* 

Awo J628. ** Any arbit)im} humanum determn^t 
gr^tiam d^inam ? Neg. — God's grj^ce is not deter- 
mined by ni^.n*s wijL" 

Excmipl?s mighf be p^ultiplied, to a volume. But 
|hi^ rieader may judge of the crop, by the fmall 
glpaping Jiere preferited to his view. The Church 
^f Engbn^j W thofe days, might boaft pf Oxonians 
who belieyed, ^ wej[l as fubfcribed, her Thirty rnii^ 
Articles. 

Nor did oijr oth^r ** oculus angliay^ the Ui]i)verlity 
of Cambridge, yield a jot to her elder fitter, in point 
Qf prthodo:^y. The eminent Dr. Samuel W^rd, in 
Af^y, 1^28, f)ius wrote, fronx Cambridge, to archr 
tiftiop Ufhcr : " As for pi|r yniyerfity, none do 
patronize thcfe [i. e. the Aroiini^ij] points, either 
Ifi fchoois, pr pulpit* Though, becaufe preferments 
at court are conferred on fuch as incline that way, 

paufeth 
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caufeth fome to look that way (/).'' In the fam^ 
letter, he blames a Dr. Jackfon, who had latdljr 
"profeffed himfelf an Arminian :" and adds, con-, 
cerning the fald Jackfon, "I do conceive, all tjtwrt 
which he difputeth in his book, againft negative re-" 
probation, as not forting with the antecedent will of 
God, for the falvation or all ; to be againft the lytli 
article of religion, which plainly averreth a gra-» 
tnitous predeftinarioii of fome, and not of alL 
Therefore, from thence [i. e. from the 17th article 
of the Church of England] is inferred, a not-e}ep? 
tioA of others to that grace : which is that whiqh, 
properly, is ftiled, reprobation [g ) /' 

More than fix years after, viz. in June, 1634, 
when Arminianifm had waxed both older and 
bolder, the fame Dr. Ward \yrote as follows, to the 
faid great and good archbiftiop. " We have had 
fome doings here [at Cambridge], of late, about- 
one .of Pembroke-hall [viz. Mr. Tourney] 5 who, 
preaching in St. Mary's, about the beginning of 
Lent, upon James ii. 22. feemed to avouch the inr 
ftifficiency of faith to juftification, And to impugn 
the doftrine of our nth article of juftification by 
faith only : for which he was convented by the vicer 
chancellgr, who was willing to accept of an eafy ac- 
knowledgment. But the fame party, preaching hi? 
Latin fermon, pro gradu^ the Jaft week, upon Rom. 
iii. 28 ; he faid, he caipe not Palinodiam canere^ Jed 
eandem Cantiknam canere. Which moved our vice- 
chancellor. Dr. Love, to call for his fermon : which 
he refufed to deliver. Whereupon, on Wednefday 
laft, being Barnaby day, the day appointed for the 
admiffion of the batchelors of divinity, which muft 
anfwer. Die Comhiorum ; he (viz. the Arminian 
preacher) was ftayed (i. e. ftopt of his degree) by 
the major part of the fufFrages of the doftors of the 
feculty. And though fundry doftors did favour 

' (/) Uihcr's Letters^ Let. cxxvii. p. 394, (g) Ibid. 
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film*' (even as many as wifhed to recommend them- 
felves at court and at Lambeth) ** and would have 
had him to be the man that (hould anfwer. Die 
Comitiorum ; yet he is put by : and one Mr, Flatkers, 
of our (viz. of Sydney) college, chofen to anfwer j^ 
whofe firft queftion is, fola fides juJlificat.—^Tht 
truth is, there are fome heads among us, that are 
great abettors of Mr. Tourney, the party above 
mentioned ; who, no doubt j are backed by others. 
I pray God, we may perfift in the doftrine of our 
Church, contained in our articles and homilies ! va^ 
• novators are too much favoured, now a days. Our 
vice-chancellor hath carried bufinefs, for matter of 
religion, both ftoutly and difcreetly. — It may be you 
are willing to hear of our Univerfity affairs. I may 
truly fay, I never knew them in worfe condition, 
fince I was a member thereof: which is alriioft forty- 
fix years. Not but that, I hope, the greater part 
is orthodox. But new heads are brought in, and 
they are backed in maintaining novelties, and them 
which broach new opinions. Others" [i. e, thofe 
who abide by the old Calvinian truths] " are dif- 
graced, and checked, when they come above" fi. e. 
when they either went to court, or waited on 
Charles's new Arminian bilhops] " as I myfelf was, 
by my lord of York" [viz. Richard Neilej " laft 
Lent, in confiftory, for favouring Puritans" (the 
ftale, unjuft, and Ihamelefs pretence, under which 
the Laudaean faftion fought to cover their defign of 
fmothering the Church doftrines) : "• and all from 
falfe informations from hence, which are believed 

without any examination. 1 think, they would 

have me out of my profeffor's place. And I could 
wifli the fame, if I could have one to fucceed, ac- 
cording to my mind Well, howfoever, God's 

will be done ; and he teach us humility and pa- 
tience ! I heard, alfo, of fome doings with you. 
The Lord of Heaven direft you and us, and teach 
ys to f^bmit to him in all (hings, — ^ have i\Dt yet 
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itnt my anfwer to, Mr. Ch. but intend, ere long* 
I have not /inifl^ed yet one point : (viz.) to (hew, 
th^t the Armlpi^n opinicwis were condemned in the 
jfyncxjs whiph condemned the Pelagian herefy. 
The tr^^te, Df Pradefiinaliams, in defence of ycoir 
lordftiip (I know not your adverfary, nor bis name), 
IS Podor Twiffe's. It may be, he hath ftnt your 
lordftjip a copy of it. He is a dcferving man — We 
Jbare ^ {new} vice-chancellor, who favpqrs novelties^ 

both in rites and dodrimes {b)/' Qbfeprc here, 

I. That Arminianifm was then beginning to goia 
gfouncj in Cambridge^ z. This made good Doftor 
Ward figh and weep over the corrupt inundation, 
which I>e dreaded, would overwhelm the Church of 
^England. 3^ Laud, Neiie, and the other eeclefiafr 
^ical inftruments of court oppreflion, laboured, 
might and main, to .** difgrace** and " check*^^ all 
(he confcientioois churchmen, who ftood to the 
♦* Articles** and •* Hcmiilies." Among the reft, this 
Dr. Ward, and archbifhop Ufher himlelf> had been 
brow-beaten and infulted by the tmblufhing priefts 
who held the rudder. 4. Matters, however, though 
^oomy and unpromifing, were not yet fo bad, but 
an Arminian clergyman, " backed" by people in 
power, was, for being an Arminian, reftafed his de* 
gree " by the major part of the fufFrages" of the 
Cambridge doAors in divinity, fo low down as 
A. D. 1634, which was the tenth year of Charles^ 
reign^ and the fecond of Laud^s primacy. 1 f 
5. How differently did the court -current flow, about 
fixteen years before, when the identical Dr^ Ward, 
)vho wrote the aboye letter, was fent by king James, 
10 triumph, to the fynod of Dort ! 

Let the fame reverend and learned hand inform 
us, how tlie Church of Rome exulted, on the eclipfo 
of Calvinifm in England. ** Our commencement 
is now over: where dean Baden, now Pr, Qgdeui 

(*) Vflif t's Lettere, Lct^ dip^ p, 470, 471 , 
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^fid well perform his part ; who Infwefedf thd aft^ 
Vejperm Comitiorum. And fo did the batchelor of 
divinity. Die Comitiorum ; being on^ of the fellows of 
our college. The (late) vice-chahcellor, Df, Love^ 
did well perform his part j efpeci-^Uy, in encounter- 
ing with one Francilcus de St. Clara (but his Im* 
name is Davenport), who, in a book fet forth aC 
Douay, would reconcile our articles of religioni with 
the definitions of the council of Trent (/).'* Th* 
cncrcafing rampancy of Arminianifm in this hitig^ 
dom, which encouraged the Pope himfelf to maktf 
L^d two feparate offers of a cardiriaFs hat, em-» 
boldened the Romifli minorite, Davenport, to leftd 
an helping hand to the common caufe, by ftriving 
to ftrike up a match between the thifty-nind arti-* 
cfes and the decifions of Trent. Nor did the ttii-^ 
tioritet in this ftiamelefs effort at impoffibility, a^ 
at all more abfurdly, than did thofe degenerate and- 
impudent Proteftants, who firft pretended to firnd 
Amiinianifm in the {aid thirty-nine articles of the 
Chuifch of England. Was Arminianifm really th^ 
dodirine of theic articles^ Francis de St, Clara 
Inighl have fpared half his trouble : for there would 
then be, fo far as Arminianifm is concerned, nO' 
ftiadow of difference between the Engliib articles and 
the Trentilh determinations. 

I. (hall conclude this brief enquiry into the CsA^ 
tihifm of our Univerfities, with a fketch of the hap^ 
py effefts, which archbiftiop t;(her*s preaching had^ 
^t Oxford, on the youths of that renowned feminary^ 
antecedently to the civil wa*s. 

** The perfuafion of his (i. e.^ of Uflier's) incom-* 
J>irable learnings the obfervation of his awftri gra-- 
vky, the evidence of his eminent and lexemplary 
pkty) all improved to the height, by his inde- 
fatigable induftry, drew ftudents to flock to him^. 
as doves to the windows. It joys us to r^coUedy 

(i) Ibid. Let clxxxi* p. 475* 
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how multitudes of fcholars, efpecially the heads oi 
our tribes, thronged to hear the found of his filver 
bell, and how much they were taken with the voice 
of this wife charmer. Surely, if ever, it was then, 
that the gofpel ran and was glorified in Oxford.—- 
Here, you might have feen a fturdy Saul changed 
into a fubmiffive Paul : a perfecutor transformed 
into a preacher. There, a tender-hearted Jofiah, 
lamenting after the' Lord, and, with Ephraim, fmit- 
ing on his thigh, faying, what have I done ! Others, 
\frith the penitent Jews, fo ftabbed at the heart, as 
to cry out, men, brethren, fathers, what fhall we 
do (k) ?" — Could archbifliop Ufher have rifen from 
the dead, and preached in Oxford, as heretofore; 
delivering the ancient truths, and with the fame fpi- 
ritual fuccefs, I fear there has been a fubfequent , 
period, when his converted; ftudents would have 
been expelled, and the preacher himfelf rung out of 
the town-. — This reminds me of the 

Illd remaining particular : namely, juft to touch 
upon theftate of religion amongft us, fince the primary 
introduftion of Arminianifm by archbifliop Laud. 

The final cataftrophes of Charles's reign a;:e well 
known; of which cataftrophes his own tyranny, per- 
verfenefs, and infmcerity, together with the violent 
cpnduft of his miniflers, muft undoubtedly be con- 
lidered as ,the main fource. With regard to eccle- 
ftaftical matters, the triumphant Seftarifts did but 
nnilh what Laud had began. That prelate laboured 
to deftroy the internal doftrines of the Church : and 
the republican zealots followed the blow, by de- 
molifliing the whole fabric. 

In the unfettled times, which intervened between 
the execution of Charles I. and the reftoration of 
his family to the crown ; the Church lay in ruins. 
A violent extreme, very frequently, engenders its 

(k) See the preface to the quarto edition of archbifhop Ufhcr'ft 
Sermons. Edit. i66o« ' ' 

oppofite. 
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pppofite. As Laud had direfted much of his zeal 
and force towards his favourite point, of re-baptizing 
the Church into the groffeft abfurdities of fplendid 
fuperftition ; his enemies were no fooner matters of 
the field, than they bent things too much the other 
vray, and opened a channel to the wildefl: extra- 
vagancies of fanaticifm. The elegant fimplicity, 
with which the national worfhip had been folemniz- 
ed, during the reigns of Elizabeth and James I. 
gave place, in many inftances, to naked and floven- 
ly modes of celebration, that rendered the public 
performance of divine offices, rather matter of con- 
tempt and difguft, than fteps to decent and reafon- 
able devotion. 

It muft, indeed, be acknowledged, that, during 
the period now treated of (viz. the ufurpation), 
many eminent divines flouriflied, whofe piety and 
learning, abilities and candour, would have adorned 
any denomination, and have done honour to any 
party, whatever. Mr. Stephen Charnock, for ex- 
ample, in whom all thofe illuftrious qualities were 
united, and to a very uncommon degree, may rank 
with the beft and moft refpeftable men, to whom 
this ifland ever gave birth. Yet is it equally true, 
that no fmall number of the then authorized 
teachers were immerged in the thickeft dregs of 
ignorance, bigotry, and fanaticifm. For, the plan 
(now adopted by Mr. John Wefley, and which has 
ever been in fafl:iion among the Turks) was then 
too generally purfued in England : viz. that of 
jMToftituting the minifterial funftion, to the loweft 
and moft illiterate mechanics, perfons of almoft any 
clafs, but efpecially common foldiers, who pretend- 
ed to be pregnant with " a meflage from the Lord,^* 
had free accefs to the pulpit. If the preacher was 
hardly " letter-learned'/ enough, to read his text ; 
that very circumftance was, in the opinion of many, 
but a ftronger demonftration of his being fuperna- 
turally " gifted." It is eafy to conceive, what 'an 
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inverted Ind dlftorted figure the Proteftarit AoGtrivttk 
muft have made, when viewed tlirough- the medium 
of fuch ininiftratioiis. Corrufaio bptimi eft pqffimdi 
It was this unhappy circtlmftahce^ which opened 
the chief door to thofe floods of lice'ritious tidicule 
and burlefque> poured on the moft venefablef and 
important trjaths, in the fubfequeht days of Charles 
II. — Among the lay-preachefs^ who mod flgnalized 
themfelves during the tifurpation, was Jdhti Gfobd- 
win, the Arniinian leveller and fifth monalrcbjr nSan ; 
.with whom itiuft be joined his c6-»adjiltant in the 
work of the miniftry (fdr they both occupied ont 
pulpit),, the renowned Mr* Thomas Vcnner, no lefs 
eminent for the infurreftions which he raifed, fot 
the murders he committed, and for his horrible 
dj'ing behaviour at the gallows^ than for his <kil-» 
fulnefs in hooping barrels (which was his propet 
trade), and for the ardour whei'ewith he propagated 
Arminianifm. 

Monarchy and the Church of England rdvived 
together, in(/) 1663- By the Church of England, 
I here mean, the frame and the forms of th^ Chufdih : 
or, in other woi'ds, her hierarchy, difciplitie, wbr- 
Ihip, and revenues* Does the reader afk, vvhy t 
exprefs myfelf with fuch precifion ancl limitation? I 
would rather tinfwer this queftioh, ill the words of 
another, than in wdtds of my own.---*' Upon the ' 
Reftoration, the Church, fhoUgh fhe ftill retained 
her old fubfctiptions and articles of faith, w^ foUhd 

(/) The followitig {portrait of Charles IL though ik^ched ^ a 
foteign hand, conveys a ftriking likenefs of that profane Had libi- 
dinous tyrant. FuH is lihidinh fervus * facta fujque difui Jbatent^ 
Troteftantii fpfcitm pra fe feretij , nt fecMHus Hgnarei ; Jed iH tittMdf^ 
at quidem ftrantt pbktijicio ritn rtm dMnam feciU u e* he i^ k 
drudge to lull ; a contemptuous difregarder of evefy thiilg fsrion 
ind iacred ; a Protcftant in pretence, to fccure himftlf on tlS (hrbhei 
but, in his laft moment^, he fo ftr thMr off the mafqdb, sis to 1^ 
ceive the euchariit, &c. after the manner prefcribed fay dbe Pdf(& 
ritual/^— Joh. Alph. Tarettiai WSi, £cdeu pv 403^ 

to 
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jto have totally changed her fpeculative princi- 
ples («).'* That is, tho* the liturgy, articles, and 
homilies, were not weeded of their Calvinifm, yet, 
very many of the new clergy were tinged with Ar- 
minianifm . To preferve appearances, the old doftrines 
were permitted to keep their place in. the printed 
ftandards ; but a great number of the new fubfcribers 
had, in reality, ranged themfelves under a different 
banner. — Thus, no fooner had the goodnefs of Di- 
vine Providence retrieved the Church from the hands 
of her declared enemies, than (he fuffered by the 
dodtrinal defertion of her oftenfible friends. Not 
that the defertion then, any more than now, was 
univerfal. But thofe who embraced that odd fpecies 
of diflenting conformity, known by the name of Ar- 
minianifm, api^ear to have conftituted the majori- 
ty (h) : and have done fo, from that day to this. . 

IV. Let me now proceed to the ventilation of 
fuch objedlions, raifed againft the dodtrinal Calvinifm 
of the Church of England, as I have either omitted 
to confute, or have but lightly touched upon, in 
my former publications. 

I . We are gravely told, by one Arminian after 
another, that the principles of our eftabliftied 
Church are, " not Calvinian, but Melanfthonian.** 
If this was true, what would the Aripinians get by 
it! juft nothing at all. . For, as I have (e?) elfe- 
where proved, Melanfthon carried the doftrine of 
predefkination to as high a pitch, as Luther and Cal- 
vin themfelves. Nor did he ever retradt a fingle 
fyllable of what he wrote on that fubjcft. 

(«r) Hume's Hift. 5. 975. 

\h) 'Tis remarkable, that application was made to Charles tht 
Sea)nd, to revive queen Elitabeth's order for placing Fox's Hiftoiy 
of the Martyrs in the common halls of the archbiQiops, bilhops, 
deans, archdeacons, colleges, - &c. To which requeft, the crafty 
king feemed to fmile aflent. But he took care to leave the thing 
undone. See Wood's Athen. I. 187. 

{0) See my Tranflation of Zanchius on Predcllin. 

Vol, II. (9) Y ^v*. 
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But Melanfthon, how orthodox foever, does not 
appear (and I have ftudied thefe matters wkh as 
much attention, I believe, as any Arminian among us)"' 
to have had the leaft hand, or the Jeaft influence,^ 
diredlly or indireftly, on any part of the EnglUb. 
iLeformation. He was, for ought I have ever be©ft 
able to find, no more concerned in fabricating the 
Church of England, than was Zoroafter or ConfVii^ 
cius. Let the Arminians prove the contrary, and* 
we will weigh their proofs m the exaii^teft bsdance of 

eandlour and attention. Iga ftill farther; andt 

add, fo remote was MelanSihon*. from bnng an Eng- 
li(h reformer, that I never yet heard of afty church 
at all, whofe refcxmation he- was the inftrument of 
cffefting. I know, indeed >, thafe Me is generally 
numbered among the fcHTeign refori^ters^u but hd- 
feems to have that honour affi^d him,, ftioife bv 
the cGurtefy of fome authors.,, than by vitt}^ of hit- 
toricat fa<5t. His framing the Augflburg eonfefljoii,^ 
does not prove him a i«former - for that pacific de- 
partment was committed td hi^ ear^,, by princes 
whofe churches were already reformed to his hand.. 
Nor did his pious endeavours to affift Hferman, the 
archbilhop of Cologne, in reforming that city, en- 
title him to the above^ name; for both the aa»ch- 
l^ilhop's efforts, and his own, ptoved entirely unfuc- 
cefsful. 

As II am on the fubjcft of Wfelanfthon, Iwill 
digrefs into fome other particulars concerning him- 

Mr. Hume is abundantly too fevere to the me*^ 
mory of that lestfned man, in numbering him amoi^ 
thofe w;hom he impertinently traduces, as " wretched^ 
compofers of metaphyfical polemics (^).** MelfattC- 
thon, with all hisfuppofed " wtetchednefs** of psnrts^ 
had more folid knowledge, in his little finger, thafk 
IVIr. Hume has of infidelity, from the crown of his 
head to the fde of his foot. Add to which, that this 

cenTiut^ 
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cetifiire, if admitted, wonld involve, not only the 
greateft Chriftian divines of all a^es, but likewife 
more than half the philofophers of antiquity : who 
dealt as much in ** metaphyfics/* and in ** pole- 
micsy'* as any believing prieft whatever/ Befides : 
who has dabbled more in " polemical metaphy- 
fics,'' than Mr. Hume hixnfelf ? and a metaphyfical 
polemiil is a metaphyfical polemift, let his meta- 
phyfics and his polemics be of what caft they will. 
Moreover, the fncer could not have fallen more 
wide of the mark: forno divine, of Melan6khon*s 
eminence, then living, had a lefs metaphyfical head, 
or dealt more fpariftgly in polemics, than he. — — 
Let the ingenious declaimer read, before he de- 
claims : and his conclufions wiU be lefs pre- 
c^itant. 

Amidft all my juft veneration for the name and 
wenkwy of Melanfthon, I muft obfefve, that he 
poflefied' one quality, which threw no little (hade 
on: the kiffre of hi^ virtues and of his talents. I 
liaeari, that timid^ temporizing fpirit, which, either 
through weaknefs of nerves, oi* weakncfs of faith, 
i^pears to have been the evil that moft eafily befat 
hitti. Dr. Robertfon remarks, that, in 1550, after 
the artiul bufinefs of the (5^) Interim had been fuc- 
eefefully carried by the power and intrigues of the 
etnperor Charles (a ftep wl4ich he would not have 
found fo eafy, had the honeft and courageous Lu- 
tbef been living) ; <* MelanAhon, now deprived of 
the manly counfels of Luther, which were wont to 

(f ) When difputes ran high itl Gennatif, between the advo« 
Oktes for Popery, and thepatfon8 of the Reformation, Charles V. or- 
deied a fyfiein of theolpgy to be drawn ap« in which he required 
both parties to acqaiefce^ till a general council ihoold meet to fettle 
Ae a^ta«ed oontroverfidi. Heiice the book itfelf was called, The 
Intend). It was firft p«bii!hed« in the Diet of Aogfl>orgh» May 1 5* 
1^489 and» tho' compofed with much fiudied ambiguity of expref- 
fian» in order to trepan the Protsftants with greatef facility* 
yet, alrooft evp^ one of the Popiih tenets was eiuieff exprefsly or 
tirtntUy afibcon in it* See RobytfoO f 7ol« iiiJi p» 4S1 • 
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infpire him with fortitude, and to preferve him 
fteady amid ft the ftorms and dangers that threaten- 
ed the Church, was feduced into unwarrantable 
conceflions, by the timidity of his temper, his fond 
defire of peace, and his exceffive complaifance to^ 
wards perfons of high rank (r)." 

On this, as well a& many other oGcafions, through*- ' 
out his life, Melanfthon's complaifance was indeed 
exceffive, to a fault. The name Didymus, which he 
once affumed (when he publiflied a traft under the 
rofe), fuited but too well with that duplicity of con- 
dud, which put him fo often iipon trimming and 
Ihuffling in the things which pertain to God. At 
bottom, his principks were found : and he (j>) hatedy= 
in reality, the painful ambidexteroufnefs, wherewith 
he thought it prudent to balance between the friends 
and the enemies of the Reformation. 
. ** All Europe was convinced, that Melandthon 
was not fo averfe, as Luther, to an accommodation 
with the Romanifts'. and that he would have facri^- 
ficed many things, for the fake of peace (f).'* Of 
this, Melanfthon gave proof upon proof :. but never 
more enormoufly, than at the Amgfburgh confer- 
ence, in 153,0, when he appeared to be m an hu- 
mour to facrifice, not only many thing?, but every 
thing, for the fake of a coalition with the Church of 
Rome. He agreed, " That men fliouldnot be faid 
to be juftified by faith alone, but by faith and grace 
[i. e. by faith and inherent grace or holinefs] : That 
good works are neceflary [viz. to juftificationj: 
That reprobates are included in the Church : That 
man hath a free-will : That the bleffed faints^ intter- 
ceed for us, and may be honoured r That the body 
and blood of Chrift are contained in both elements t 
That thofe of the laity are not to be condemned^ 
wha receive the eucharift only uoder one kindi 

(r) Robcrtfon's Hift.^f Charles V. vol. iv.p. 16. 
fx} Sec Strypc'sLifc of Cranmer> p. 408. ' 
(t\ Rolt's Livts of the Reformers^ p. n)3**firomBii7ll^ 
: . .:. i. - ^ That 



T4iat the ulii^l veneration fliould be given t6 the 
holy facrament ; That mafs fliould be publicly cele- 
brated with the ufual ceremoAies : Tlmt the Popifti 
i^ifliops (hould hold their antient j^nfdidtions : and 
l^at the parifh priefts fliould poffefs ^ power of ex- 
qommynication, and be fubjed, in fpiritual matters, 
tp the faid Roman bifliops (1^)." 

This was " facrificing,** with a witncfs. ]But, it 
feems, the good man would have facrificed ftill 
more, if .Luther and the other Proteftants, by whofe 
commiflion he [Melandhon] treated with the Ro- 
miih divines, had not taken fire at the extravagant 
conceifions already made, and reflxained him from 
going on. ** MeUnfthon, who was very much in- 
clined to peace" [i. e. to patch up ^ peace with the 
Church of Rome, by aUowing her every point ftie 
wanted], " might have come nearer, if he had been 
invefted with ample powers. But the rigid Protefs- 
tants had been diifatisfied with his condefc^nfions, 
and ordered him to advance no farther (x),'' — Thus 
nfted the man, who declared himfelf to be, what he * 
mod certjiinly was in his heart, fo convinced " of 
(he truth of Lather's doftrine," that he " would 
Acvcr forfake it {y)V^ Nor does it appear, that he 
ever did inwardly forfake the dodtrine of Luther. 
But can I comniend him for his pufiUanimous flexi* 
bility, which induced him to curry human favour, 
at the expcnce of divine truth ; and for ftraining his 
own confcience, in order to fliakc h^nds with Rome } 
I commend him not« 

. Take another inftance of his dudility, ^* Me- 
landlhon was confulted, upon the divorce which 
Henry VIIL wasi determined to have againft Ca- 
tharine of Spain : and he gave his opinion, that the 
law in Leviticus is difpenfablc, and that the mar- 
riage [viz. tlie king's marriage with his brother's 
Widow] might be lawful ; and that, in thefe mat- 

(u) RoU» Ibid« p« 106. (jrj Rolt^ Ibi4. (j) I^i^ • ?• '02. 
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tc«, ftatcs and princes might make what laws they 
pleafed (2)/* Thrdw this artful piece of court* 
cafuiftiy which way you will, 'twill pitch upon its 
legs, and ftand plum upon all^four. It told Henry, 
in effect, that he mi^t either retain his conjug^ 
fitter, or put her away, juft as appetite (hould fervc. 
For what Was paft, his majefty had incurred no fin^ 
becaufe, in thefe matters, the law of God may be 
difpenfed with by princes. And, as to the. future, 
if the king did hot chufe to perfift in exortiag 
his right to diipwife with God*s law, he mig^ M 
any time rid himfelf of a ftale wife, by giving her 4 
bill of divorcement. Such was Melao^feoa*s " -ex- 
ceffive complaifance to per&ns of high rank •/' 

The advice he gave to CEcolampadius, bore the 
£tme imprefs of artifice and duplicity. The Liu 
tlierans and the Zuinglians differed, concer^ng the 
nature of the holy (acrament. The foimer iu^)0(* 
ed, that the real body and blood of Chrift werecon* 
iubflantiated with the elements, tho* the elements 
were not tranf-fubflantiated into the real body and 
blood : but that both fubfifled together, as fire fub- 
fifls in and with a red-hot iron. The Zuinglians, 
on the other hand, believed, that the coniecrated 
fymbols were no more than a merely commemorative 
repre&ntationr A conference was ppened, upon 
this matter, between fome divines of each party, 
GEcolampadius wrote to Melanfthon, requefting him 
to terminate the difpute, by declaring himfelf in 
favour of the Zuinglian opinion, Obferve Me- 
landhon*s anfwer, ** I cannot approve the opinion 
of the Sacramentarians ; but, if you would aft po- 
liticly, you fliould fpeak otherwife : for, you know, 
there are many learned men among them,, whofe 
friendfhip would be advantageous to me (a).^^ 

Luther could never bring himfelf to hunt AVttk 
the hound and run with tbe hare. He was formed 
pf materials too heroic, not to abhor coUufion, and 
(z) Rolti Ibid» p. |07» {a) Rdt, pf I04., 

. . all 



^its Tiarrow, fkulking arts. Hence, he often raS^ 
lied Melandhon, and fometimes chide him in terai^ 
*of feverity, for his religious cowardice. Thefe 
friendly Simulations roufed and quickened Meland- 
hon, for a (hort white : fc«at he ibon relapfed int« 
Melanftlion a^in. 

Let a:man efpomfe wliat fyftem he will, he muft 
iianavoidsbly difpleafe fome |)arty or other* - But the 
>inan, who affefts .to adopt fuch a fyftcm, as may ren* 
der him obnoxious to no party whatever, very 
Tarely acquires that meafure of eftcem, from any, 
whicfe he fondly e3fipe6bs to teceive from aH. Me- 
lanfthdn hoped, 4:hat his extareme moderation 
would have exempted liim -entirely from the 
feuds of enmity and oppoHtion. But he was difap* 
pointed^* and the drifappointment had anuhfavour- 
abkefFefton his fpirks, fn angling, with fo much 
^nxiet^, for funiverfal applafufe, he incurred that 
fufpicion, which is the ufual reward of iiTefolute 
flu^uation. A great part of the Proteftants dif- 
liked him, for not fecming Proteftaot enough : and 
moft of the Papifts hat^ him, for not being fuffi- 
ciently Popiflv. The confeauence wa^ that lie led 
A very uneafy life, between the twa 

** Nature," fays Monfieur Bayle, '^^ which gave 
Melanfthon a peaceable temper^ made him a pre- 
fent ill fuited with the time in which he was to live. 
He was like a lamb in the midft of wolves. Hijj 
moderation fcrved only to be his crofs. Ni 
body liked his mildnefs {b)?* >** He was never 
out of danger: b»t might truly be faid, through 
fear, to be ail his life-time fubjedt to bondage. Thus 
he declared, in oat of his works, that he had held 
Jtiis profeffor^s place fat Wittenburg] forty years, 
without being ever fure that he fhould not be turn^- 
■ed out t>f it before the end of the week {cy* Ho- 

{h) Hift. Dia. vol. i\r. p. 187. ' 
\c] Biograph. Dia. voLviii.p. 32^. 
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ncfty is the bcft policy. Who would wifh, by dif- 
guifinghis fentimcnts, to tread the artificial and pain- 
tul path of the trimming Melanfthon ? 

Notwithftanding his acknowledged defedl of 
courage, he yet ventured to affert the ftrongeft pre- 
deftination. A learned {d) Papift even goes fo far as 
to charge Calvin himfelf with borrowing fome of 
the arguments, by which he fupports that dodrine^ 
from Melandthon. This accufation, tho* falfe, 
fhews the agreement, which fubfifted between thofe 
two divines, upon that important article. 

Our own bifhop Davenant, who was a confummate 
judge of thefe matters, obferves, that " Meland:- 
hon took offence at the manner of deliverii^ the 
doftrine of predeftination and reprobation, infifted 
on by fome : but, for the fubftance of doftrine, he 
acknowledged his agreement with Calvin. That 
men muft come to the knowledge of their eleftion, 
from their faith and holy life, was Melandthon'3 
opinion : but that their forefeen faith and holinefs, 
was the caufe, or condition, or motive, upon which 
God founded his decree of eleftion, was far from his 
mind (^)." We are reminded, by a later writer 
than the good bifliop, that Calvin condefcended to 
dedicate his Treatife, againft Pighius, to Meland- 
hon : for which token of Calvin's friendlhip. Me- 
lanfthon warmly exprefled his gratitude. " Mr. 
Calvin confirmed his own [flock] at home, and 
ftrongly oppofed his adverfaries abroad : publifl^ing 
his four books about Free-will, which he dedicated 
to Philip MelanAhon; againft Albert Pighius, the 
greateft fophifter of the age, and who had fingled 
out Calvin for his antagonift, being promifed ar car- 
dinal's hat if he could carry the vidory. But 
[Pighius] being fruftrated of his labour, he got that, 
which the enemies of truth only deferve, viz. that 

(d) Spondanus. Sec Bay Ic, vol, li. p. 27a. 
(0 Bifhop Davenant againil Hoord^ P* 7^« 

he 
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he ftank aniongft learned and good men, himfclf 
being deceived by the Devil. How much Melanft- 
hon efteemed thofe books of Mr. Calvin, himfelf 
teftifies in his epiftles which are in print (/)." 

Melanfthon, as well as Calvin, was a(j^) Sub* 
lapfarian. In thofe times, Arminianifm was a term 
utterly unknown in the Chriftian Church. Me- 
lanfthon died, A. D. 1560, i.e. the fame year, in 
, which Arminius was born. The enemies of grace 
Were then termed Pelagians and Semipelagians, 

Melandlhon had an elegant genius, cultivated by 
intenfe application. His piety was elevated, his 
learning profound^ and his ufefulnefs very confider- 
able. Could he have got the better of that unhap- 
py diffidence, which Was perpetually betraying him 
into inconfiftencies, and hampering him with per- 
plexities, he might have been clafled with the great- 
eft of mankind. Among his other friends, Zan- 
chius, with much tendernefs and delicacy, warned 
him of the danger to which his capital deficiency ex- 
pofed him. ' ** Non dubitant piiy' faid that great 
man, in one of his letters to Melanfthon, " de tud 
eximid eruditioneyetJingularipietate\ tantumhoc precamur 
omneSj donet te^ virum alloqttifortem^ majori etiam fpirith 
fortitudine DetiS. Vide^ quam familiar iter egOy omnium 
minimuSy tui tamen inter omnes obfervantiffimus^ tecum lo- 
quory eximie £ff do£liJJime Philippe {h). i.e. All good 
yien unite in acknowledging your uncommon learn- 

' ( /) Clark's Marrow of Hift, p. 293. 

" \s) ** Reformatores noftri, ut verbum etiam de iis addamus, D. 
Augaftini de gratia 8c predeftinatione fententiam pene omnes feqae- 
bantur; quam & crqdids nonnunquam tradebant; \it ex Lutheri, de 
iervo arbitrio, multifque Zuinglii Sc Calvini, locis, conilare poteil. 
Q^in & fuerunt, qui ad rigidiflima Supralapfariorium placita (quibus 
eleAio & reprobatio, in decretis divinis, fapra h^minis lapfum ila- 
tuantur) procedere baud dubitarent ; ut Beza 8c Zanchius : ad mitio- 

yadeflexit Mclanfthon." J. A. Toicttini Hift. Ecclef. p. 328. 

• Let me juft hint, that this learned man is miAaken^ in placing 

^anchius op the lift of Supjralapfarians. 
[h) Zanchii, O^ra, torn, viii. p. 148. 

ing 
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irig and piety. But it is no lefs true, that we fike^ 
wife unite, in befeeching God to endue you with a 
ferger portion of courage and boldnefs. See, how- 
free the leaft confiderable, but not the Icaft refped- 
£ul, of your friends, ventures to make with you I" 

Envy is, perhaps, not often hoaoured with refi- 
detice in fo valuable a mind as that of Melan6khon» 
At the very time, however, when his intimacy with 
Luther was at its height, he feem« to hayc viewed 
the afcendency, which that reformer had acquired 
among Proteftants, with jealoufy and pain, i wifli 
the following incident could be reafonabiy afcribed 
f o a lefs ungenerous principle, " MeianfthoQ often 
exhorted Bucer, not to yield fo much to Lu^ 
ther (i)-** He ieems to have re.-iterated this fecret 
exhortation, not only by word of mouth, but alfo by 
ktter : and Bucer, wearied and difgufted with Me- 
landlhon*s teizings, feems to have at iaft commu- 
nicated the matter to Luther himfelf. So at leaft I 
conjedure, from the afped of what follows : " He 
{i. e. Melanfthon] himfelf writes, that Luther was 
fo enraged ^ainft him, about a letter, received from 
Bucer, that he [Melanfthon] thought of nothing 
but withdrawing himfelf forever from Luther's pre-- 
fence. He lived under fuch continual conftraint 
from Luther, &c. and was fo opprefled with labour 
and vexation, that, being quite fpent, he wrote to 
his friend Camerarius : I am in bondage, as if I were 
in the cave of the Cyclop (for I cannot difguife my 
fentiments to you), and I have often thoughts of 
making my efcape (jt)." At one time, he enters- 
tained the romantic defign of retiring into the Holy 
Land, and of fpending the remainder of his days in 
the identical caverns formerly occupied by St. Je.- 
rom (/). But, the ftorm ^bating, thajt whunfical 
fcheme f\iibfided with it, 

(/) Baylc, vol. iv. p. 190, /i) Bayle, IWd. 191, 

(/) IWd.p. 188. 



Is it not very extraordinary, that a perfon, of 
MeJanfthon*s tender fyirits and goodnefe of heart, 
fiiould juftify and applaud the magiftmtes of 
Geneva, for pumiftimg Scrvetus's religious miftakeft 
with deaths ^' They aftod right,*' fays Melandhon, 
** in brii^ing that blafphemer to the 'ftake, after 
having fim granted him th^ privilege of a fair 
trial (;«).** Alas, what is man ! 

No lefe inconfiften^t were Melan<^hon*s jiibblin^ 
at the doArine of fate, in the fenfe wherei^i -that 
do6trine was lield by -fome Stoics. The aftrological 
firte, or a deftiny r«fultifig from the pofitions and 
ioftaence xrf <he planets, is a very abfurd, and a 
very prophane tenet. Melanfthon would have done 
rightly, in entering i>is ca^r^eat againft it^ had his 
caveat been fincere. But, €ven her^, 'he afted with 
his ufual diffimulation. In his heart, he leaned very 
ftrongly toward that exceptionable fpecies of iliegki- 
aaate fatality, ** I will obferve," fays Bayle, ^ -that 
he [Melanfthon] was credulous, as to prodipcs, 
^iftrology, and dreams, («)/' Mr. Rolt adds, ^Vfrom 
Melan<Schon*«Epiftle6 it may be obferved, that he was 
% believer injudicial aftrology, a cafter of nativities, 
und an interpreter of dreams. Strange weaknefs, info 
great a man \ {o) — So far, therefore, was he from 
ircaUy denying predeftination And fate, that he held - 
tho(e doctrines, even to exceis : i. e. in the moft ir- 
rational, gloomy, and fuperftitious point of view, 
in which it is ppflible for the human itlind to en- 
tertain tibem. 

The reformers were, however, fenfible of Me- 
fctnfthon^s well-meaning piety, though the ftrange 
mixture and variegation of his fpiritual compleftioa 
|]Qiade them often at a lo(s how to deal w^l^ bim. 

■ Kach findings as a friend^ 

Something to blam§^ and Jbmisthing to commend. 

(m) ** Mdaafthan magifiratut Genevenjei n^ificife ajHrviat, fudd 
fyominem biafphemum, re ordine judicata^ iHi£rffcermtJ'-^>~^^^nKU\ni 
^Fraiu) Inffitotionis, Theologise, vol. iii. p. 374. Edit. Lugd. 1696* 

(ar) Vol iv« p. 187^ {9) Uv^s of the Rcf. p. 11 r. 

l^uthec 
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Luther had a very great regard for him, but per- 
ceived it needful, both to refrain him, and to fpur 
him on, as occafion required. Calvin held him ia 
confiderablc eflimation, and treated him with the 
moft benevolent tenderncfs. He was alfo honoured 
with the correfpondence of archbiChop Cranmerj 
who conceived a favourable idea of his learning and 
humility. But they, who infinuate, that he [Me- 
fendhon] was concerned with that prelate in re- 
forming the Church of England, feem to have ^d» 
Tanced a conjefture totally unwarranted by a fingle 
grain of proofs I can find no more than two occa^ 
(ions, on which he was invited into England (but 
they were only invitations, for he never came) ? 
namely, in {p) the reign of Henry VIII. whom ho 
had pleafed to the life, by his gentle cafuiftry con-!- 
earning that monarches divorce ; and again, a little 
before the death of Edward VL who intended tQ 
have given liim a quiet retreat in England from his 
troubles in Germany, by fixing him at Cambridge, 
after the death of Bucer (j). But when the firft in-? 
vitation was given him, Henry had no defign to re- 
form (nor did he, to his dying day, reform) the 
doftrinal fyftera of the Church, And, when the 
fecond invitation was fignified to Melandhon, the 
Church had been reformed already, by the care of 
king Edward, the duke of Somerfet, Cranmer, Rid-r 
ley, Bucer, Martyr, Calvin, and others. Certain it 
is, that Zanchius was aftually invited hither, in due 
feafon, " to affift in carrying on the Reformar 
tion (r) :** and that the reforii>ers of our Church 
were difappointed of his help, by his preferring ^ 
fettlement at Strafbourg ; the divinity-chair of that 
city being offered him, while he was on his journey 
towards this kingdom (j). 

(/) Strypc's Ecclef. Memor. vol. i. p. 231, 232, (q) Ibid* 

ToK ii. p. 401, 402. (r) See Hickman^ u, f. p. 151* 

(/) See my Life of Zanchius. 

- 2. It 
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2. It is objefted, againft the Calvinifm of our 
eftablifhed Church, th^t " in feveral parts of the . 
liturgy, &c. (lie herfelf feems to fpeak the language 
of Arminius." — Impoflible ! for the Church (as we 
have already obferved) having been reformed and 
eftabliftied, long enough^ before Arminius exifted, 
(he can never be fuppofed to have borrowed either 
her fentiments, or her langua^, from a man who 
was then unborn. 

A number of paffaoes have been amaffed, by 
fome defpairing Arminians, in order to prove, from 
the liturgy and homilies themfelves, that the Church 
of England is but a fort of (hoot from the Arminiah 
ftock* The paflkges, however, are no more to the 
purpofe, than if they were alledged to prove that 
queen Elizabeth was Adam's wife and the mother 
of all mankind. Notwithftanding this, I have given 
each of them a diftindt confideration, in a pamphlet, 
which has long lain by me ; and which fliall be 
committed to the prefs, whenever the indulgence of 
the public (hall call for its appearance. In the mean 
while, I (hall weigh two paflTages, which are urged 
with great triumph, and not without fome colour of 
feeming plaufibility, by Mr. John Wefley and Co. 

The.firft of the(e two citations is felefted from 
the liturgy : where, in the communion fervice, thf 
officiating minifter, at the delivery of the holy ele- 
ments, fays, to every receiver, '* The body of out- 
Lord Jefus Chrift, which w^as given for thee :*' and, 
«* the blood of our Lord Jefus Chrift, which wafs 

•flied for thee." Does not this look fomething 

like abfolutely univerfal redemption ? Not, wheti 
foberly confidered : unlefs it could be proved, that 
every individual of the whole human race, from 
Adam to the laft of mankind, have been, are, and 
will be, communicants in the Church of England. 
— •" Oh, but it proves that all, who do fo commu- 
nicate, are, in her judgement, redeemed by Chrift." 
Granted. And why does (he fuppofo them rede^j^v- 
... - , ' ^^> 
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cd? Eveft beCatrfe flie invites none to tke Lord'^ 
table, hvtt thofe, who do, "truly aad earneftly re- 
pent them of their fins^ and are inr love and charity 
v^ith their neighbours, and intend to lead a new life, 
following the commandments of God, and' walking 
from henceforth in his holy ways (/).** As, there* 
fore, the Church takes for granted, that all, who 
ptefent themfelves at that folemn ordinance,, are 
partakers of thefe graces, (he very confiftently 
infers, that they are likewife all redeemed by the 
felood (rf Chrift : for who can queftion the redemi>- 
lion of penitents and faints ? " Oh, but there is 
reafon to believe, that all communicants are ik>t 
penitents and faints." Whether they are, or are 
not, muft be left to the decifioA of God* It is 
enough tO' the prefent point,, that the Church de^ 
fcribes the redeemed of the Lord under the charac- 
ters <rf penitent and holy : and, thereby (itt^ ekad 
harmony with Scripture), virtually excludes, from 
a vifible intereft in Chrift's redemption, thofe who 
do not repent and obey. For each convetted and 
lan&ified receiver, the Church affirms that the 
** body of Chrift was given," and, " the blood of 
Chrift was (hed." What is this l?ut faying, by ne- 
ceffary confequence, that we have no right to ex- 
ll-end the death of Chrift to fuch perfons, as are not 
converted and fanftifiedi So that the very words 
themfelves, of the adminiftration, are a proof,, not 
.of ail unlimited, but of an exceedingly reftridtivc, 
ledemption* 

The fecond quotation is taken from one of the !ho- 
milies, " In the homily of Almfdoing," fay Wefley 
and S^lon, " there is this apocryphal text, that altos 
make an atonemeht for fins*"—*— I know not what 
adequate atonement thefe two Arminians can make 
to the Church, for the ilander and falfehood of thaA 
kifinuation, which they mean to convey^ under the 

{i) Eihomtkm^bclbfodiactkbiationordMffakfl^ 

cover 
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tcyver of this remark. Let, us confult the homily 
kfelf : and its import will be fotmd, net only quite: 
innocent of Armnrianifm, but pofitiveljr orthodox, 
and moft highly Calviniftic. 

" Ye (hall underftand, dearly beloved, that neither 
thofc places of the Scripture, before alledged ^ 
Ifcither the doftrine of the bielfed martyr Cyprian ; 
Acither any other godly and learned many v^en 
they, in extolling the dignity, profit, fruit, zti&. 
tffe<ft of- virtuous and liberal alms, do fay that it 
waflieth away fins, and bringeth us to the favour of 
God, do mean, that our work and charitable deeds 
are the original caufe of our acceptation before God,. 
(K that, for the dignity or worthinefs thereof, our 
fins may be walhed away, and we purged and 
tleanfe^ of all the fpots of our iniquity : for that 
were indbed to deface Chrift, and to defraud hin% 
©f his dory. But they mean this, and this is the 
mnderftanding of thofe and fuch-like fayings : that 
God, of his mercy and fpecial favour towards theni 
whom he hath appointed ta everlafling, faivation^ 
Bath fo offered his grace efpecially, and they have (o 
received it fniitfully, that altfiough, by reafon of 
their Ijnful livings they feemed before to have beeit 
the children of wrath and perdition ; yet, now, the 
Ipirit of God mightily working inthem unto obedience 
to God's will and commandments, they declare, by 
their outward deeds and life-, ia the (hewing of mercy 
and charity (which cannot come,, but of the fpirit 
of God and his efpecial grace), that they are the 
undoubted children of God, appointed to everlaft^* 
ing life; And foy as, by their wickednefs and un^ 
g(Sly living'* [viz. before they were converted], 
** they fhewed themfelves,, according tO' the ju(%- 
ment of men which follow the outward appear- 
ance, to be reprobates and caft-awaysy: fa now, by 
their obedience unto God's holy will,, and by their 
mercifulnefs and tender pity (wherein they ihevv 
themfplvesL to be like tmto God, who is the fountain 

and 
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and (pring of mercy), they declare, openly and 
manifeftly t(> the fight of men, that they arc the 
fans of God, and eled: of him unto falvation. For 
as the good fruit is not the caufe that the tree \% 
good, but the tree muft firft be good before it can 
bring forth good fruit ; fo the good deeds of man 
are not the caufe that maketh man good ! but he is 
firft made good, by the fpirit and grace of God, that 
cffe<3:ually worketh in him ; and afterward he bring- 
eth forth good fruits- And then, as the good fruit 
doth argue the goodnefs of the tree ; fo doth the 
good arKl merciful deed of the man argue and cer- 
tainly prove the goodnefs of him that doth it : ac- 
cordii^ to Chrift's faying, Ye (hall know them by 
their fruits («).** 

If the Church had not thus explained her own 
meaning, Meflrs. Wcfley and Sellon might ha,ve had 
Ibme feeming foundation for infinuating that the 
homily afferts the propitiatory merit of almfgiving. 
But as fhe, fo largely and fo exprefsly, defines the 
fenfe in which fhe admits the juftifying power of that 
good work ; the above pair of Arminian defamers 
are abfolutely inexcufable for their grofs and wilfiil 
Tiolation of jufl:ice and truth, in laying, to the charge 
of the Church, things which flie knoweth not (.v). 

3- It is 

[u] Homily on Almfdeeds, part IT. p. i6o, i6i. Edit, 1640. 

(*•) From the pitiable ignorance, which dirtinguiflies the complexion 
of the following remark, lam difpofed to believe, that the remark 
itfelf is of Mr. Sellon's own fabrication, unaided by the co-adjutor- 

Ihip of his domineering help-mate, Mr. John Wefley. The 

remark Is this ; that the Church of England affirms univerfal re- 
demption, in faying, that •• Cbrift offered himfelf once for all upon 
the altar of the crofs." Now, I hereby inform Mr. ScUon (as Mr. 
Wefley ought to have done before the bolt v/as (hot), that the 
Church of England took that phrafe [viz. " once for all'*] from 
the Epiftlc to the Hebrews : where the original word . is, ipxwot^f 
which fignifics, once only, or irrepeatably ; and means, that Chrift 
fo offered himfelf in facrifice, as never to be offered up again : he 
poured out his foul unto death, for the fird^ and for the lati time. 

Would 
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• 3. It is dbjeftfid, that the Calvihiftic.doftfines 
are Puritanic ; and were tenacioufly held' by" minyy 
who oppofed the eftabliflied hierarchy, - :■..'.' • 

. lanfwer : that the term Puritan, belonged^iih its 
primary application, to thofe perfons, .• and :to thofe 
perfons alone, who diflented from the government, 
the difcipline, and the ceremonies, of the Church of 
England. This, will never be controverted, by any, 
who are at all acquainted with the hiftory of Eliza- 
beth's reign, in whofe time that word (Puritan) was 
firft coined. Nor was it ever applied to Church- 
men themfelves, .'till about two years before the 
death of king James the firft : when a temporizing 
Italian Papift [viz. Antony de Domihis, once arch- 
bifhop of Spalato^ craftily endeavoured to transfer 
the name, from Proteftant Diffenters, to fuch mem- 
bers of the eftabliflied Church as were enemies to 
regal tyranny, and to the new dodtrines of Armi- 
nius {y). In the fucceeding reign of Charles, Laud 
kept up the ball which De Dominis had raifed : 
and, by degrees, every confcientious fon of the 
Church, who was Proteftant enough to maintain 
her doftrines ; and Englifli-man enough to fupport 
the civil conftitution of the kingdom ; was,, at' court, 
treated as a Puritan. 

Wilfon (Jevelopes the whole matter, with great 
fidelity, under the year 1622. " This animofity of 
the king's [viz. of king James I.] againft the (real) 
Puritans, was thought to be' fomented by the 
Papifts, whofe agent bifhop Laud was fufpefted to 
be ; though in religion, he had a motley form by 
himfelf, and would never (as a prieft plainly told 

Would politenefs give leave, I might farther explain the import 
of the term e^a^ral, or once for all, by addreflSng Mr. Sellon tlius: 

* Be it known, once for all, that you arc a moft wretched and con- 
tcffiptible ignoramus.' — But rather let me advife Mr. Weflcy, once 
for all, not to expofe his own caufe agairt, by entrufVing the manage^ 
nient of it to fuch a very illiterate advocate. 

. {j ) See Fuller's Church Hift. book x. p. 99,* iqo. 

. . Vol. II. (9) Z xc.^^ 
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me in Flanders) bring his neck under the obediences 
of the Roman yoke, though he might ftickle for the 
grandeur of the clergy. And now he began to be 
^ckin^am's confeifor (as he exprefieth in his own 
notes), and woie the court livery : though the king 
had a fufficient charafter of him, and was pleafed, 
with afleveration, to proteft his [viz. Laud's} in* 
centive fpirit fhould be kept under, that the flame 
ihould not break out by any preferment from huUr 
But that was now forgotten in fome meafuie : and 
he crept fo into favour, that he was thought to be 
the bellows that blew thefe fires. For the Papifti 
ufed all the artifices they could, to make a breach 
between the king and his people ; that they might 
enter at the fame, for their own ends. Which io 
accompliib, they llily clofed with the chief mi nifters 
of flate, to put the king upon all his proje&s and 
monopolies difpleafir^ to the people, thid: they 
might the more alienate their alfe&ions from him : 
fowing their feeds of. divifion alfo betwixt Puritan 
and Proteftant ; fo that (like the fecood command-^ 
ment) they quite excluded the Proteftant [under the 
falfe idea of Puritanifm] : for all thofe were Puri- 
tans, with this high-grown Arminian-Popifh party, 
that held in judgment the dodrinc of the reformed 
Churches, or in practice lived according ta the 
doftrine publicly taught in the Church of Eng- 
land (z).'* 

To fuch an height did the court ^modncfs arife, 
that all were fuppofed to be tinftured with Puri* 
tanifm, who did not flatter James even toblafphemy. 
•* It was too apparent, that fome of tlie clergy, to 
make the way the linoother to their wiflied end, 
began fo to adore the king, that he coiid not be 
named, but more reverence was done to it, than to 
the name of God : and the judges, in their itinerant 
circuits, the more to enflave the people to obe* 

(«) WiUbs^ apod Eeanet^ii CompL Hift. rol. ii« p. ']^%. 

diencc^ 



Acntc, being to fpeik of th^ kingj would give him 
fUch facre^ und oraculous titles, as if their advance- 
ment to higher plik;es mufk neceflarily be laid upon 
the fotjndsuion of the people's debafettient («).*• 

Hear wh^t the wife and upright archbilltop Ufhef 
toid king Charles the firft, to his fiice^ from the 
fulpit, in 1627. *• I fee, that thdfe, who will not 
tiekl to that hew dodbine which hath difturbed the 
Low Countries*' j^i. e- who will not embrace Armi- 
jiiahiffn], ^^ there is an odious name caft upon them^ 
a&d they Are counted Puritans : which is a thing; 
tending to diiTention^ We kndw who afe effleemed 
byChriftf and were it not a vile thing, to term 
him a Ptiritan ?^»**And king tatftes maintained the 
fame" [viz. the fame Calviniftfc doftrines which the 
Church of England has adopted] : ** and ihali thofe 
be counted (b [i. e, be cotinted Puritans]^ *• who 
confefs thofe points which he maintaincfdf Do not 
think i (peak ^ny thiltg, ^ being hired on any fide^ 
But I fbrefee^ that the Ibrecafling of that name^ 
upon thofe who maintain the do^rine plibliflied by 
the pen of our (late) fovereigti, will prove a means 

for the difttrrbiflg of our peace. .^' ^ 1 will not 

deny, but confels, that* in thofe five points which 
difturb the Low Countries, I am in the mind of my 
ibvereign^ I am not afhamed to confefs it : nor 
liever will be**- — And I do herdprofefs before God, 
that if I were an Arminian, and did hold thofe five 
points which have caufed thofe troubles in the Low 
Countries, and is like to caufe them here among us; 
the cafe ftstnding as it doth, that the greatefl num- 
ber of the prophets blow their horns anotlicr way y 
I hold I were bound in confcience to hold my peace, 
and keep my knowledge to myfelf, riather than, 
by my unfeafonabje uttering of it, to difturb the 
peace of the Church. -"^Tfeis is the laft time I (hall 
be <;alkd to tLis place ; llierefore, 1 will leave this 

(m) Wilfon^ Ibid. 
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advice; whkhif it be neglefted, peradvc'nture ft ' 
will be too late . eafily to flop things (^)." . ;; 

Obferve here, i .That, in this prelate's. judgment 
king Janies lived and died a docSrln^l Cdvinjft.-r* 

2. That Calvinifnx was a thing*^ as efFentially differ- 
ent from Puritanifin, as light from daikn^s.— t 

3. That if the belief -of the Calvinian do<irines bq . 
puritanic, it would follow^ thai Ghrift hilrifelf was i 
PuritJ^n. — ^4. The good archbilhop was not alhamecj 
to avow thofe doftrines, ; in the prefence of fciijg 
Charles and of his Arminiani court,— :54 As he is id^ 
to have foretold the maffacre of the Irifti Proteftants^f 
fo, in the above difcourfe, he as plainly predifted 
the dvil wars which, many years after, adlually en-* 
fued. — ^6. We have his grace's explicit . teftimony, 
that, even in the reign- of Charles the firft, " the 
greateft number" of the eftablilhed clergy " blew 
their horns," i. e. preached and publiftied, not in the 
Arminianftrain, but quite " anotherway," though in 
dired oppofition to the wind and tide of court en- 
couragement. — 7. He was fenfible that, for his ho- 
nefty and faithful deahng, this was " the lafl time" 
he fliould ever be afked to preach before the king: 
he therefore refolved to make, and make he didy 
the moft of that laft opportunity, by giving his ma- 
jefty fome very wholefome, tho'. not-very palatable, 
** advice/' Which advice had the king uniformly 
followed, he had, probably, faved. the Church from 
ruin, the three kingdoms from deftruftion, and his 
own head from the axe.— 8 ^ The archbifliop's in- 
tegrity is more to be admired, as the king's decla-» 
ration, for impofing filence on preachers toucliing 
the points in difpute, had been pubUflied fo lately 
as the year before the above fermon was delivered* 
The heroic prelate thought it right, to obey Godj 
rather than man. \ ; ^ 

(^; Archbifhop Uftier's Sermon on * Cor. Xiv. 534- Preaclirf 
before the king, at Greenwich, June 27, 1627. Annexed to the 
folio edition of his Body of Divinity, Lond. 1678. — p. 183, 184^ 

After 
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• •' After all, what if the Puritans themfelves, truly 
end properly fo called, fhould be found to have 
been diffenters, not from the doftrines, but merely 
and folely from the rites and regimen, of the Church 
of England ? That this was actually, and literally 
the. cafe, i. e, that the Puritans (in the reigns of 
Elizabeth and the firft James) cordially approved 
the furniture, tho' they difrelifhed the fabric, of our 
excellent ecclefiaftical houfe ; appears from the moft 
conclufive and incontrovertible evidence. . 

On this fubjeft, archbilhop Hutton thus expreffed 
himfelf, in 1 604. " The Puritans, whofe fantaf- 
tical zeal I miflike, tho* they differ in ceremonies 
and accidents, yet they agree with us in fubttance 
of religion" (r)/' 

" People of the fame country,*' fays Mr. Nicolas 
Tiiidal, ^^of the fame religion, and of the fame 
judgment and doftrine, parted communion on ac- 
count of a few habits and ceremonies (^)/' Ac- 
cording to this hiftorian, the very Brownifls them- 
felves, tho' they bear the charafter of having been 
the moft rigid and intraftable of all the then Sepa- 
ratifts,^ were one with the Church, in matters of 
do6trine, " The Brownifts did not differ from the 
Church, in any doctrinal points {e)^ With the 
(uperficial Mr. Tindal agrees the profound and la- 
borious Mr. Chambers : " The occafion of their 
\\. e. of the Brownifts,"] feparation, was, not any 
fault they found with the. faith, but only with the 
difcipline and form of government, of the other 
Churches in England (/)." 

Even Peter Heylyn foiind himfelf conftrained to 
draw a line between Calvinifts and Puritans. And 
thus he draws it. ^' I muft needs fay, the name of 
doftrinal Puritanifm is not very ancient. — Nor am I 

{c) See Strype's Life of Whitgift, Appen4. No. p. p. 24.7. 

Id) Contin. of Rapin*s Hift. vol. iii. p. 217. — Edit, quas pr. 

■ {e) Tindal^ Ibid,. {/) Chambers's- Dift. -on the word Brpwai^s. 

Z3 ^'^ 



of opinion, that Puritan and Calviriian arc terms 
convertible. For though all Puritans are Calvini* 
ans, both in dodrine and pradice; yet, all Gal^ 
vinians are not to be counted as Puritans alfd : whole 
praftices [i. e, the prafticcs of the Puritans] itiaily 
of them [i. e. many of the Calvinifts] abhor, and 
whofe inconformities they deteft [g)'^ 

A writer, whole portmanteau Heylyn was ndt 
worthy to carry, (hall clinch the prfcfcnt nail <rf 
evidence. I mean the very refpcdable bifhop Saua^ 
derfon : who affirms, that to charge Calvinifts with 
Puritanifm, is a " moft unjuft and uncharitably 
courfe ;•• whereby, his lordfliip thought the Atml* 
nians had ** prevailed more, tliati by ail the reft [of 
their artifices], in feeking to draw the perlpiAs, of 
thofe that difTebt &om them, into diflike with the 
State, as if they were Puritans, or difcipHnariAps, OF, 
atleaft, that way affeftcd. Whereas,*' adds this judi^ 
cious prelate, " i . The queftions in debate are fuchi 
as no way touch upon Puritanifm, cither ofF or on. 
—-2. Many of the [Calvinifts] have as freely and 
clearly declared their judgments, by preaching and 
writing againft all Puritanifm ai^d puritanical prin* 
ciples, as the ftouteft Arminian in England hath 

done.-^ Could that blefled archbifhop Whitgift, 

or the modeft and learned Hooker, have ever 
thoughts fo much as by dream, that men, concur- 
ring with them in opinion, fliould, for Ibme of thefc 
very opinions, be called Puritans {b) ?'*^-tI hope we 
fliall hear no more of the puritanic tendency of 
Calvinifm, 

4, Another falfe and ftiamelefs objedion againft 
thefe doArines, i3, that they ar6 *' unfavourable to 
loyalty/* But no infinuation can be more abomi* 
nably unjuft, We alTert, with Scripture, that the 
powers which be, are ordained of God : confe-r 
quently, we cannot be difloyal, without flying in 

Ig) LifeofLaod. p. 119. (^J Biihop JHuodcrfon's hj; 

JEpclefi* : p. 63, 64, 
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Ae face of that very predcftinatioa ind Pro^dencc, 
for which we Co zealoufly contend. A fpur, this, 
to civil obedience, which Arminianiim muft forever 
want* 

From innumerable proofs, I feleft one very pet- 
tinent and remarkable infbance. Let us contraft the 
loyalty of the Calviniftic archbifiiop' Ulher, witb 
that of the Arminian ranter and fifth monarchy maa 
John Goodwin. 

" The execution . of king Charles L ftruck arch- 
biiho]^ Ulher with great horror. The countefi of 
Peterborough's houfe, where the primate [Uftier} 
then lived, being juft over againft Charing-crofs, 
feveral of her gentlemen and fervants went up to the . 
leads of the houfe, from whence they could plainly 
fee what was acting before Whitehall. As foon 
as his majefty came upon the fcaffold^ fome df 
the houfliold told the {x-imate of it : and a&ed him, 
whether he would fee the king once more, before he 
was put to death ? He was, at firft, unwilling ; but^ 
at lail, went up : where, as the ceremonial advanced, 
the primate grew more and more afl[ed;ed; and, 
when the executioners in vizarcis began to put up 
the king's hair, the archbiftiop grew pale, and would 
have fainted, if he had not been immediately ca^* 
ried off (/)/' 

Very different was that tragical incident relifhed 
by Goodwin the free-will nun. I have proved, in a 
foregoing part of this work {k% that he confidered 
all " kinglhip^ as the great ahtrchrift :" and, in per- 
fect confiftency with this mad and deteftable principle, 
he " not only j\*fl:ified putting the king to death, 
but magnified it as the glorioufeft adion men were 
caj>afele of. What half killed thettioft reverend Cal- 
vinift of Armagh^ made the heart of that irreverend 
fiFee-will man of Coleman-ftreet to les^ for joy. 
-Jjqyal Ulher began to fwooii, at the fight of majefty 

(1) Ko^ I>iA# vol«xi«p. 33s. (k) IntroduAion, p. xxxh. 
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. oira fcaffolcf : :but the Arminian rebel John Good- 
win vindicatted, and in folio too, the ftroke of that 
: nefarious axe .which deprived majefty of life. 

A fingle qucffion and anfwer fhall, for the pre- 
sent, wind up the topic of loyalty. — Whom did 
Providence honour with being the aufpicious inftru- 
;inent of entailing the Britim crown on the houfe 
of the amiable and illuftrious monarch who now 
adorns the throne ? His Calviniftic majefty king 
William HI. 

5. " Oh, but Calvin himfelf pronounces the de- 
cree of reprobation, an horrible decree." — I know 
not which exceeds: Mr. Sellon's ignorance, or Mr. 
Wefley's difingenuity. Calvin no where ftiles " re- 
probation," an " horrible decree." Thefe two Ar- 
minians, therefore, are, in plain Englifh, a pair of 
horrible liars. 

, It is in treating of God's determination to permit 
the fall of Adam, that Calvin fays, Decretmi quidem 
.horribile faieor \ inficiari tamen nemo poterit^ qiiin pra- 
Jciverit Deus, quern exitum ejj'et habiturus homo^ antequam 
ipjiim conderei ( I) . i. e. "I acknowledge this decree 
•to be an awful one: it is, however, undeniable, 
that, before the creation of man, God knew what 
the event'of it would be". 

I would willingly imagine, that Mr. Wefley is not 
fo wretched a Latinift, as to believe, that he and his 
.fuballcrn afted fairly, in rendering the word horri- 
bilis^ as it ftands in the above cDnneftion, by the 
Englifli adjeftive horrible. Though there is a fame- 
jiefs of found, there is no neceffary famenefs of figni- 
fication, in the two epithets. We have annexed a 
fecondary idea, to the Englifli words " horror" and 
" horrible;" which the Latin '* horror^' and '^ hoY- 
ribilisy^ do not always import. I fhall give two or 
three inftances : taking care, for the fake of poor 
Mr. Sellon, to add Englifh explanations of the 
Latin paflages I bring. 

(/; Calv. Inftit. Lib* UK cap, xxiij. Sea. vii. 
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When Cicero fays, Horribile ejl^ caufam capitis di- 
- cere ; horribilius, priore loco dicere (m) : is not this the 
meaning? ** It is an awful. undertakings to plead a 
caufe in which life and death are concerned ; more 
awful ftill, to be the firft opener of fuch a caufe," — 
When Virgil [n) mentions the horribilius iras of Juno ; 
-what are we to underftand, but the tremendous re- 
ientment of the goddefs ? — The fame Poet's {0) 
borrentique utrum nemus imminet umbras niuft be reni- 
dered by, " the impending grove is dark with 
.folemn fhade." Similar .(as Servius obferved) is 
that of Lucan : Arboribus fuus horror ineji [p) : i. e, 
*' There is fomething venerable in a grove of trees." 
1— Nor did the noble and profoundly learned Daniel 
Heinfius ufe an improper term, when (fpeaking of 
Julius Scaliger) he faid, Cujus nomen fine horrore et 
'rehgione commemorare non pojfum [q) : 1. e. " The very 
mention of his name ftrikes a fort of religious awe 
upon my mind." 

Calvin, therefore, might well term God's*adorablc 
and infcrutable purpofe refpefting the fall of man, 
decretim horribile: i. e. not an horrible, but an awful, 
a tremendous, and a venerable decree. A decree, 
the divine motives to which can never be inveftigatcd 
by human reafon, in its prefent benighted ftate ; and 
concerning which, we can only fay, in the language 
of Scripture, How unfearchable are his judgments, 
and his ways pad finding out ! . 

(m) Orat. pro Qaind^. ' («) Hoc quondam mondro horri- 

biles exercoit iras machiac Juno peitera naedi^ta juvencx. Gcor. 
lib. Hi. {0) MxitxdA. 169. (/) Pharfal, iii. (^) Heinfii 
Orat. i. inObitum Jof. Seal. p. 3.— Edit. Lugd. iSt^. 
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TO CONCLUDE. 



FROM what has been obferved, relative to tht 
great Proteftaiot doArines^ now diftinguiflicd 
by the name of Calviniftic ; we may too eafily per- 
ceive, how deeply, and how generally i we are re- 
volted and gone from the teligion Ot JeAks Chrift, 
or (which is the fclf*-famc thing) from the fpirit 
and principles of the rdigion eflabliflied in this lahd. 
What an ingenious writer remarks^ is melancholy^ 
becaufe true : " The Church of England are Pre- 
deftinarians, by their articles ; and preach frce- 
wil (r)." The greater the pity> and the greater 
the (hanne. 

For this dreadful declenfion from the Scripture 
and from the Church, we are, partly, indebted, to 
that door of endlefs prevarication, opened^ to the 
clergy, by bifhop Burnet, in what he entitles^ his 
Expofition of the XXXIX Articles : a performance, 
for which (notwithftanding its merit in fomc re- 
fpe^s) the Church of England is, upon the (vm 
total, under no very great obligation to his lordfhip's 
art ^Dud labour. It is true, that work is not fo com»- 
monly nor fo afliduouily ftudied, of late years, as it 
was hdf a century ago. Many of our divines have 
tender eyes : and, for fear of endangering thofe va- 
luable organs, by the perufal of a formidable vo* 
Iiune, chufe to take matters upon truft, and bor- 
row the needful evafions, viva voce ^ from one ano* 
ther. Even the lax theology of TiUotfon is almoft 
grown obfolete. 



(r) Letters on the Englifli Nation, by Battifla Angeloni; to!, ii. 
letter 54- p. 60— Edit. 1755. This performance is, by fome, 
Hii^nbed to I>r, Shehbeaie. 
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Where fliall we ftop,? We have already forfook th6 
goocl old paths, trod by Mofes and the prophets* 
;0nd by Chrift and the apoftles : paths in which our 
4)wn reformers alfo trod, our martyrs, our bifliopSj 
our clergy, oUr uniyerCties, and the whole body of 
this Proteft^nt, i. e, of this once Calviniftic natioi^. 
Oor liturgy, our articles, and our homilies, it is 
truCi ftill keep pofleflion of our church-walls : but 
we pray, we uibfcribc, wc affent, one way ; we be* 
Jicve, we preachy we writc> another. In the delk, 
^ are verbal Calvinifls : but no fooner do we afcend 
few fteps above th€ deik, than wc forget the grave 
chamber in which we appeared below^ and'tag the 
perfonnance with a few minutes entertainment com* 
piled from the ftagnicnts bequeathed to us by Fela- 
gius and Arminius j not to iay by Afitis, Sk>tinu99 
and by others ftill worfe than they, Obferv^, I 
-fpeak not of all, indifcriminatcly. We have many 
^reat and good men, fome of whom are, and fomc 
of whom ;»re not, Calvinifts. But, that the ^ory 
is, in a very confiderable degree, departed from our 
eftablifhed Sion^ is a truth which cannot be contra*^ 
vened, a fad whkh muft be lamented, and an darm^ 
ing (ymptom which ought to be publicly noticed. 

In the opinion of the hte Dr. Young,* ^* almoft 
every cottage can {hew us one that has corrupted, 
;and every palace one that has renounced the 
^ith(j).** Are niattcrs much mended, fince that 
pious and rcfpeftable Amiinian launched the above 
^mplaint ? I fear riot. Is there a fingle herefy, that 
ever annoyed the Chriftian world, which has not its 
•ftr^ent J>arti2:ans among thofe who profefs cOn- 
fotmty 10 the Church of England ? At what point 
4Wir rwoltings will end, God alone can tell. But 
this I a&rm> without hefitation, and on the moft 
tneridian convi(5tion, that Arminianifm is the 
pc4lpnops wood, to which the waters of our national 

l^) Ceotaur not &bdU 
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faiiftnary are primarily indebted for all their embit- 
terment. In particular, Arianifm, Socinianifin, 
pradical Antinomianifm, and infidelity itfelf, have 
all made their way through that breach, at which 
Arminianifm entered before them. Nor will the (/) 
Proteftant religion gain ground, or finally maintain 
the ground it has got ; neither is it poffible for the 
interefts of morality itfelf to flourifh ; *till the Ar- 
minian bondwoman and her fons are caft out : i, e. 
'till the nominal members of our Church become 
real believers of its doftrines ; and throw the exotic 
and corrupt fyftem of Van Harmin, with all its 
branches and appurtenances, to the moles and to 
the batts. 

Let not my honoured brethren of the clergy deei^ 
me their enemy, becaufe I prefume to remind them 
of the truth. God is witnefs, that I wifh you prof^ 
ferity, ye that are of the houfc of the Lord. Per- 
mit the obfcurcft of your number to fubmit, withr 
out offence, the foregoing particulars to your atten- 
tive confideration. May none of your venerable 
order be juftly ranked in time to come, among thofe 
half-conformifls, who fall in with the ceremonies, but 
fall out with the doftrines, of the Church. Halt not 
between God and Baal, Give no occafion to our ad-r 

(/) In the reign of Elizabeth, a pamphlet appeared, entitled. 
The Book of the Generation of Antichrift : written, indeed, by'^ 
very acrimonious Puritan ; yet, as far as matters of mere doftrinc 
were concerned, perfeAly harmonizing with the freed of the Churc!| 
of England. Among other particulars, the author, with equal 
humour and truth, traced out the following genealogy of. free-will^ 
merit, unholy living, and Popery, *^ The Devil begot Darkneis, 
Eph. vi. — Darknefs begot Ignorance, Ad^s xvii, — Ignorance begot 
Error and his brethren, i Tim. iv.-^Error begot Free-will and Sclif- 
love, Ifai. x. — Free-will begot Merits, Ifai. Iviii. — Merits begot Fd^- 
gctfulnefs of Grace, Rom. x. — Forgetfnlnefs of God's grace bcg^t 
Tranfgreffion, Rom. ii.^-Tranfgreffion begot MilVuft, Gen. Vc-r- 
,Miftruft begot Satisfadion" (i, c. the opinion that human works 
^nd penances would fatisfy God's juftice for fin), Mattb, xvii.**- 
Satisfaflion begot the facrifice of the Mafs, Dan. xii,'* How juftly 
the links of this chain ^r^ conncAed ! 

' verfarie^ 
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'j^'erfaries t6 fp^ak reproachfully of us. Let it not, any 
longer, be thrown in our teeth, that " No fet of men 
differ more widely from each other, than theprcfent: 
clergy ; thp' they all [u) fubfcribe to one and the fame 

(«) The late, learned and candid Dr« Doddridge has a pafTage, 
concerning the facred nature and obligation of ecclefiaftical fubfcrip- 
tions, which dcfcrvcs to be pondered with the utmoft fcrioufncfs.— 
He introduces it, ander the article of perjury. 

*' Care fhould be taken, that we do not impair the reverence due 
to an oath, by ufing or impofing oaths on trifling occafions, or ad- 
minifterihg them in a carelcfs manner. The reverence of an oath 
fequires,' that we take peculiar care to avoid ambiguous expreilions 
in it, and all equivocation and mental refervation. Something of 
tbis kind may be faid of fubfcription to articles of religion : thefe 
being looked upon as folemn actions, and nearly approaching to an' 
oath* Great care ought to be taken, that we fubfcribe nothing that 
we do not firmly believe." 

The Do^or then proceeds tp particularize the mod plaufible of 
thofe fafliionable evafions, under the thin Ihelterof which, fon>c 
iubfcribers (like a certain bird^ who, when ihe hides her head, 
fondly thinks herfelf quite concealod) are fuppofed to lurk. The 
faid evafions are as follow. '* If the fignification of the words be 
dubious, and we believe either fenfe, and that fenfe in which we do 
believe them is as natural as the other ; we may, confidently with 
integrity, fubfcribe them.- Or, if the fenfe, in which we be- 
lieve them, be lefs natural, and we exj^ain that fenfe, and that ex-^ 
planation be admitted by the perfon requiring fubfcription in hi& 
own right; there can be no Juft foundation for a fcruple." But, in 
both thefe cafes, it is eafy to difcern, that fubfcription would eva- 
porate into a pompous nothing. 

The Dodor goes on» ** Some have added, that, if we have rea- 
foD to believe, tho' it is not exprefsly declared, that he, who im- * 
pofes the fubfcription, does not intend that we (hould hereby declare' 
our afifent to thofe articles, but only that we (hould pay a compli* 
menfe to his authority, ^nd engage ourfelves not openly to contradidl 
j^m ; we may, in this cafe, fubfcribe what is moil diref^ly contrary 
io our belief: or, that, if we declare our belief in any book, as 
(Tor inftance) the Bible, it is to be fuppofed that we fubfcribe other 
articles only fo far as. they are confident with that ; becaufe we can- 
notimagine, that thelaw would require us to profefs oui: belief of 
Contrary propofitions at the fame time." 

And now, what fays the good Dodlor, by way of anfwer to the 
"ttree (Juibbties above darted ? He overthrows them all, with the. 
fifoke of his pen^ in the fbllpwing memorable terms : '' But fub- 
&rjptiop upon thefe principles ieems a very dangerous attack upon 
flnc^rity and public virtue ; efpecially, in thofe defighed for public 

office^." Dr. Doddridge's Courfc of Lcftures, p. 142. 

Quarto. 1765. 
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form of do6trine." Subfcription is, in viftttf^ 
and in fadt, a folemn bond of engagement to G^d^ 
and of fecurity to men, that the fobfcriber fairly 
and honeftly, without refcrve, cvafion, or difgyifey 
abfolutely and nakedly believes the things to which.^ 
he fets his hand.—— Query : What firm hold could 
a temporal monarch have, on the alle^ncc of his 
fworn fubje<fls, Ihould the fame horrid prevaricat 
tions find their way into the minds of political fwear-* 
ers, which, it is to be feared, have obtained fmong 
fome theological fubfcribers ? A remark .of tbd 
late Dr. Daniel Waterland^s is at once (o import-* 
ant and fo pertinent, that, tho* \ have formerly 
quoted it in another publication, I cannot reftrain 
myfelf from introducing it here. ** If either flate« 
oaths, on the one hand, or church-fubfcriptions, 
on the other, once come to be made li^t ot i and 
fubtleties be invented, to defend, or palliate, fuch 
gfofs infmcerity y we may bid farewell to principles^ 
and religion will be little ^\k but difguifed Athe- 
ifm (a)/* This flame of grofs infincerity b«^ al- 
ready, in part, caught hold of the Churclu And 
who can tell how much further it may fpread ^ 

The men, who lately petitioned the legifJature 
to overthrow the religious conftitution of their coun- 
try, and whofe party is not yet extinft, refemble, 
too much, a certain fet of innovators, who> in tlie 
laft century, began with pecking at the Church, and 
ended with demolilhing the ftate. What fecurity 
can fuch.perfons give the government, that th^ fam^ 
fcavcn pf iniquity is not working even now ? " O, 
they fay that they are very byal.'- True t and, 
when they fubfcribed to the Liturgy and Articles^ 
what was it hut faying (in a manner ftiU njore fo- 
kma, than if they hm only declared it b)r word d£ 
mcuth), that they were very orthodox, and Very 
good friends to the Chwch of England? h it any 

{») Firft Defeoct of Qsieric9, agtiall Ik. Clarke. Ertf|tee»|k 4. 

breadi 
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breach of candour, to furmifc, that they, who anr 
capable of diflembling with God, may alfo be ca-^ 
pable of diflfcmbling with men ? If they did thefc 
,things in a green tree, what will they not do in a. 
dry! Can civil obli^tions be confidercd as binding 
thofe flippcry confcicnces, on which the infinitely 
fuperior fandion of the moft religions and ia^ 
crod ftipulatiom have no force nor tie ? Should Pro- 
vidence have ib dreadful a judgment in ftore, for 
this now highly favoured land, as permiffively to 
crown the (kfign of thcfe fchemcr^ with effeiS:; 
0£b(m efi oiay be the epitaph, infcribed on the tomb 
rf our national Chriftianity. We may convert out 
Churches, feme into warelioufes, and others into 
dancing-rooms; make one grand bonfire of our 
Articka, Homilies, and Liturgy; and tear up our 
Bibks into wafte paper. 

•* Oh> but the petitioners have a great refpeft 
for the Bible/' ^ Who fays fo ? " Why, they them- 
fclves/' This is juft nothing to the purpofe. They 
have demonftrat^ (heir infincerity, in other mat* 
ters : and therefore have no right to draw a bill of 
credit on our belief, as to this. 

The author of the Confeffional (pity it is, that the 
matter of fuch fine talents ftiould eniploy them in 
(o bad a caufe), fees, with joy, the daring meafures 
purfued by that ihamelefs faftion which openly feeks 
tp compafs the ruin of the Church. Let the bi(hops 
look ^out them. No lefs is aimed at, than the de* 
molition of the hierarchy itfelf. The writer, laft 
mentioned, has thought proper to give more than 
one intimation, that, together with the doftrines 
and formularies of the eflablifhment, a blow is 
meditating againft our higheft order of ecclefiaftks.' 
My proofs are thefe. " In all exclufive eftablifh- 
ments, where temporal cmdluments are annexed to 
the profeffion of a certain fvftem of dodrines, and 
the ufagc of a certain routme of forms, andappro- 
, priated to an order of mea fo and fo qualified ; that 

order 



'360 Humble Addrefsto 

order of men will naturally think themfelves inter* 
efted, that things (hould continue as they are. A 
reformation might endanger their emoluments. For 
iho' it fliould only begin with fuch things as are 
moft notorioufly amifs, the alteration- of which 
would no way affed: their temporal interefts ; yet by 
opening a door to farther enquiry^ which would be 
the natural effeft of it, their dignities .and revenues 
might poffibly be brought into queftion, and be 
thought to need fbme regulations, which it can 
hardly be fuppofed they would approve. So that 
they who aik, who knows where a refoTttiation may 
end ? by way of giving a reafon why it (hould' not 
be begun ; are certainly not unwife in their genera* 
tion [y)y This is what maybe tenned,;.a\jirery 
broad hint, at the very leaft. But what Jioneft in»- 
telligencer will give information by halves ? Behold^ 
therefore, a farther opening of tlie.. budget, \n the 
paffage that follows, " The infeftionjot-thetimeJ 
has, in. fome degree, laid hold even of thofe venera- 
ble perfonages" [i. e. the bifhops], "and produced 
appearances of fecularity, which, whenever a re- 
formation (hall be happily brought about, we may 
be fure will not be fuflered to dilparage their facred 
charafters (z)." Thus the fecret is out. The 
Calvinifm and the epifcopacy of the Church, give 
equal umbrage to the petitioning clergy : who are 
therefore labouring to roll away both thefe (tones of 
offence ; and, by one happy manoeuvre, to rid us of 
orthodoxy and prelacy together. 

See, Right Reverend Fathers, to what point 
Arianifm, Socinianifm and Arminianifm, arc driving. 
It appears, that a number of the very men, who have 
lolemnly fworn canonical obedience to your lord- 
(hips, arc actually labouring to annihilate the mitre, 
and to fpring a mine under every cathedral in Eng- 

0') Confefficnal, 3d Edit Prcf. to ift Edit.p* xlv. 

{z) Confeffional^ p. 374, 

land. 
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knd. A ftnking inftancc, that they, who could 
febfciribe to articles which they difbcflicve, can alfd 
digeft the guilt and the (hartie of a violated oath. 
Too evident it is, that the Strand petitioners (ftrand-' 
cd tnjfry their attempt be!) tho' declared enemies td 
the (tf) orthodoxy, are ftrongly agitated by the Ic- 
TcUing principle, of the antient Puritans. Should 
your lordftiips (which God forbid) ever condefcend 
to acquiefce in any of the alterations, demanded by 
tliefe fiery claimants, their reftleflhefs and infatia- 
bility would ftill cry out for more. Were they ta 
gain but a fingle pomt, it would encourage them to 
toy, with their predeceffors of old, Ne mguiam effe 
relinqHendam {b). You yourfelves would be, atbeft, 
the ultimo devorandi. 

Your lordfliips lament the vifible encroachments 
of Popery. — Arminianifm is at once its root, its' 
iun-(hme, and its vital fap. 

Your lordfhips fee, with concern, the extending 
progrefs of infidelity, — Arminianifm has opened the 
hatches to this pernicious inundation : by going. 
about to evaporate the complete redemption, and 
the finiftied lalvation, abfolutely wrought by Chrift, 
into (what all the art of man can never really make 
it) a VOAC, etpaterea nibih As if the gofpel of grace 
was only a frigid declaration of the terms and con- 

. («) It has already been proved, that the Puritans agreed with the 
Cbarch of England, in all articles of faith. 

^ (4) •* He [Secretary Waliingharo] ofifcred, fn the queen's name^ 
Aat the three ceremonies, at which they [the Puri^ns] Teemed mo(t 
to boggle, that is to fay, kneelirtg at the communion, the fuiplice, 
and thecrofsin baptifm, (hould be expunged out of the Book of 
Common Prayer, if that would content them. But thereunto it. 
vas replied in the words of Mofes. iV> ungnlam ejh nintquettdam ;. 
that they would not leave fo much as an hoof behind. Meanings 
thcfdi>y, that they would have a total abolition of the Book, wtth- 
OQC reuining any part or office in it in their next new-nothing. 
Which peremptory anfwer did much alienate his fthefecrecary's] 
afie^ion from them : as afterwards he affirmed to Knewftubs ;' and 
Knewftubs to Doctor John Burges of Colefhill, from whofe pen I. 
Jiavc it." HeyU Hift. Ptclb. p. 264. 265. 

Vol. II. (9) A a ditions 
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ditions on which we are to fave <)urfelvcs ; and is if 
Chrift himfelf was little or nothing mpre than "a moral 
philofopher. Happily for the intrinfic dignity of 
Chriftianity, the religion of Jefus is not thatj)Oor,' 
unmeaning thing, which tlie modern mifrepretenta- 
tion induces too many to believe. But can it be 
matter of reafonable wonder, that they, who are im- 
pofed upon by fuch mifreprefentation, ihould tur» 
their backs on a feeming phantom which has nothing 
to recommend it ; arid difmifs it, with a {heer> to th^ 
fhades of contempt ? ^ ' 

I wi(h, that the workings even of Athcifm itfelf 
may not adminifter, to your lordfliips, juft ground 
of indignation and alarm.— — For this alfo, Armi- 
liiariifm has paved the way : by defpoiling the Divine 
Being, among other attributes, of his unlimited fu- 
premacy, of his infinite knowledge, of his infallibk 
wifdom, of his invincible power, of his abiblutc. 
independency, and of his eternal immutability. 
Not to obferve, that the exempting of focne thing? 
and events from the providence of God, by refer- 
ing them to free-will, to contingency, and to cliancc, 
is another of thofe back lanes, which lead, in a di- 
reft line, from Arminianifm to Atheifm* Ndther 
h it at all furprifing, that any, who reprefent me» 
as gods (by fuppofing man to poflefs the divine at- 
tribute of independent felf-determination), Ihould, 
when their hand is in, reprefent God himfelf with 
the imperfeftions of a man : by putting limitations 
on his fovereignty ; by fuppofing his knowledge to be. 
fhackled with circumfcription, and darkened with 
uncertainty ; by connefting their ideas of his wif- 
dom and power with the poflibility of difconcert- 
ment and difappointment, embarraflTment and de- 
feat ; by transferring his independency (r) to them- 

felves, 

[c) I mrfelf know ftveral Arminians, wbohave declared, to me, 
in converlation, that, fo far as concerns the ip/a determtMath^ or the 
TCiy aft of the will's determinating itfelf to one thing in preference 

to 
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ielves, in order, to -fupport their favourite doftrine,. 
which aiHrms, that the divine will ' and conduct are 
dependent on. 'the will and conduft of men; by 
blotting out his immutability (^Z), that they may 
clear the way for conditional, uncertain, variable, 
Vanqi^iftiable, and aniiffible grace; and, by nar« 
rowing hi^ provid^nce^ , to . keep the idol of firee-will 
upon its legs, and to fave human reafon from the 
humiliation of acknowled^ng her inability to ac- 
cpUfit for many of the divme difpofals : fo that ac- 
cording to this fcheme, we may wnte, under the 
n^ajority of incidents that come to pafs, this motto, 
fiu: Dei^ nihil f ecu. -r-r^Whokcs not the atheiftical 
UeiidenCy of all this? Let Arminianifm try to ex- 
culpate herfelf from the heavy, but unexa^erated, 
indidnicnt. Which if (he cannot efFcd, 'twill be 
doing her no ipjuftice, to term her, Atheifm in 
mafquerade. / : 

Your lordflbips cannpt be infenfible of the con- 
tempt and infignific^ncy, . into which many of your 
clergy are fallen.: — Arminianifm is one grand fource 
of this likewife.; Eyen thofe of the laity, whom 

$9 anot^r, the faid ban)9n will is (harrendum diSfu !) independent 

of God liimrelf. I pray God to give them experimental demon* 

ftration, that they are not fo independent as they imagine; by 

brineing them to a better mind. 

(/) A worthy and ingenions pen prcfented the public, fome years 

ago, with the followings lines ; in which, this topic is stiy pro^ 

perlr bandlttd, 

•* Shall Wcfley {ovf his hurtful tare«, 
«' And fcatter round a thoufandfnares ? 
«• Telling how God from wrath may turn, 
«« And love the fouls he thought to burn; 
*' And how, again, his mind may move 
*• To hate, where he has vow'd to love ; 
*' How all mankind he fain would fave, 
•* But longs for what he cannot hare, 
*' Indyilrious thus to found abroad 
*• A difapppinted changing God ! 
•* Bluih, Wcfley, blulh at thy difgrace ; 
• •' Haftc thee to Rome, thy proper place, &c/* 
SecaPoemf .entitled^ Perfeverance: by the late Mr. Thomas 

-Garpcy, 

A a -2 falhion^ 
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Cdhion, or prejudice, or inclini^on, lucdi arminU 
anizedy too wellknow^ whit judgment to form of 
&ich fpiritual guides as (ubfcribe to thewhitcinefs of 
Ihow, tho' they believe it to be black as jef. Let 
thecleigy learn to defpife the fin&l plef^uree, max*'^ 
ims, purfuits, and doftrincs, of this woiid ; and ' 
the world will, from that moment, ceafe to defpiie 
the detgy. 

Your lordfliips obferve, with pain, the j^aring 
and almoft imiverf^l decay of moral virtue. — —This 
has been a growing calamity, ever fince the reftora-^ 
tion of the Stuart line in the perfon of Chartes If: 
With that prince, Araiinianifm returned as a flood} 
and licentioufnefs of manners was co-^xtenfiye with 
it. We have had, fince that (otherwife, luippy) 
period, more than an hundred years experience of 
the unfandiified efFeds, which naturally refult Jrom 
the ideal fyftem of free-will and univerfal redemp** 
tion. Wnat.has that fyftem done for us? It has 
unbraced every nerve of virtue, and relaxed every 
rein of religious and of focial duty. In proportion 
to the operation of its influencci it has gone far to- 
ward fubverting all moral obedience ; and feems to 
endanger the entire feries even of political and of 
ecqlefiaftical fubordination. 

Tautum [ea] religiopotuiijiiaderemalorumf. 

Look round the land, and your lordfliips cannot 
fail of perceiving, that our fierceft firee-willers are, 
for the moft part, the freeft livers ; and that the 
praaicai belief of univerfal grace is, in too many 
inftances, the turnpike road to univerfal fin. 

Your lordfliips mark, with becoming difguft,- 
the continued exiftence of Methodifm. 
Arminiaiiifm is the pandorean box, from which this 
evil alfo hath iflTued. And tho* Methodifm ap- 
pears, at prefent, rather torefemble a {landing pool, 
than an incrcafing ftrcam s we kaow not how toon it 

may 



may become a runnii^ water, and enlarge itfelf Into 
an overflowing flood; if the corrupt tenets, vented 
with fuch ragii^ zeal in Mr. Wefley*s meeting- 
houfes, (houldy unhappily, be re-echoed from the 
pulpits of the eftablilhed Church. For, certain it 
IS, that thofe of the clergy, who fly the fafteft and 
the farthefl ifxpm do^rinal Qd^irinifm^ Are plunging, 
more deeply than they ima^e, into the grofleft 
dregs of Methodifm. 
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CON CBUVI NC T^S 



BATHING.TUB BAPTISM- 



MR. John Welley having thought it convenient, 
in his remarks on Mr. Hill, to pretend abfo^ 
lute ignorance of the ibove-mentioned operation, 
which he, fome years ago, performed upon Mrs, 
L. S. (fee the id edition of my letter to him.); 
and the party herfelf, from whofe own lips I had the 
account, having given me leave to publifti her name 
on the occafion (a liberty which I would not have 
taken, without her previous confent ;) — Be it known, 
that the perfon, who was the fubjeft of * that bleft 
bathing-bout,* is Mrs, Lydia Sheppard, now living 
in the Borough of Sguthwark. , 

Since Mr, Wefley's virtual' denial of the fa<ft, (he 
has been ^ain consulted : and I now, by her autho- 
rity, fubjoin the following circumftances, feveral 
of which I tenderly omitted, when I firft gave the 
anecdote to the public. 

Antecedently to the ceremony, Mr. Welley told 
her, that, to fatisfy weak minds, he had occafion- 
aUy baptized fome perfons, by immerfion, at Briftol, 
and ellewhere ; and would do the fame for her, to 
make her eify* The time and place were accord- 



r 367 I 

jngly appointed* Ah houfe in Long Lari^i South-> 
wark, was to have been the fccne of aftion: aod.thc 
water, and other requifite conveyances, were there 
adually got in readinefs. But, the matter having 
taken air, and the curiofity of various people beinig 
excited, Mr.. John did n6t chufe to dccompiiih the 
bufinefs, in the .prefence of fo many (jpc^^ators, as 
\vere, then and there, expedcd to affemble. Thus, tlic 
adminiflration was adjourned, and another place 
fixed upon : at which place, Mn John Wefley did, 
with hJjB own hands, baptize the faid Mrs. Lydia 
Stieppard, by plunging her under water. And a 
fine plunging it had like to have proved. 

Does the reader aik, in what font this baptifnai 
was adminiftered ? The font was a common bathing- 
tub*— —Is it further enquired, in what chapel did 
the font ftand at the time? The chapel was, truly, a 
ch^ptlin cryptis : to wit, a common cellar.-.:-^ — — ; 
Am I afked, of what cathedral was this fubtefraneous 
chapel a part ? The catiiedral, or mother church, 
was neither better nor worfe than a cheefemonger's 

houfe, in Spitalfields, London, -Who were the 

witnefles to this under-ground baptifm? A felea 
bafty, it feems, carefully draughted from, what Mr* 
Wefley dalls, his claffes and bands, 

And, now, what will that gentleman alledge, in 
extenuation of his afFefted ignorance of this whole 
matter ? Surely, eVe/ihe will not perfift in pretend- 
ing to forget fo' femarkable a tranfadtion : elpecially, 
when fuch art explicit feries of ftriking circumftance^ 
'trifes to refreOi his memory ! — Poflibly, he may„ on 
this occafion, repeat his former dimax of ** a Cynic, 
a Bear, a Toplady." But, I alTure him, I will not 
retaliate the compliment, by crying out, an Hotten- 
tot^ a Wolf, a Wefley. — No. The weapons of mv 
warfare are of a milder temperature* I would much 
rather endure fcurriiity, than offer it. 

But I ftill adhere to my primitive demand, with 
which I fat out^ feveral years ago^ when the prefent 

con- 
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eotitroverfy with the Arminiains bsjpm to wax 
imrm : namely, let Mr* Wefley plead his (mva canfe, 
and fight his own battles. I am as ready, as ever, M 
meet him, with the ilmg of reafon and-^e ftotie of 
(yod'i^ word in my hand. But kt him not flght by 
pro}iry. Let his coblers keep to Ifaifir ftalls. Let 
his tinkers mend their brazen veflSd^. Let his bar^ 
bers confine themfelves to their- blocks and bafonsi 
Let his bakers Hand to their kneadiitg-trougbsv Lei 
his blackfmiths blow more fuitable coals, than thoTd 
€f controverfy. Every man in his own order. 

Should, however, any of Mr. Wefley's life-guard- 
men, whether gowned or aproned, Swifs or Englifb, 
ftep forth to their tottering mailer's relief, 

" In/qualid legions yjivarming from the prefsy 

" Like -^igypt's infe£l$ from the mud of Nile j** • 

I fhall, probably, not fo much as ^ve them the 
reading. Or, if any of them happen to fall under 
my perufal, and I deem it proper to reprefs the 
Vanity of the vain, Mr. Welley himfelf will ftill be 
my mark : and I (hall, if Providence permit, con^ 
tinue to imitate the conduct of that philofopher,who 
thraflied the mafter, for the ill behaviour of the 
fcholars. Tho* after all, if Mr. Richard Hill's two 
mafferly pamphlets (one, entitled, A Review of the 
Dodrines taught by Mr. John Wefley, with a Far- 
rago annexed ; the other, Logica IVeJleienJisy or The 
Farrago double-diflilled) make no advantageous im-* 
preffion on * the John Goodwin of the prclent age;* 
he may, from henceforward, be, feirly and finally^ 
coniigned to the hofpitalof incurables. 
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E N G L A N D, &c. 



'E^ G B E R T, 

nRt^ fi^jteeftl^ Ul^^f vWeflcK: {comprehending^^ 
•*• tlie,pii^rij^i^oi|i|t]^es of Hant^, Berks^ Wilts;. 
Dorfet, Someriet, Devon, and Cornwall,) fucceeded 
Bfitiuric^ A^.Dl ? Zo»u> He twas defcended frorw 
Ccrdic^ a Sa^jon* General,, 'who^ refolving to feek 

% ' hisr 

^ Th^.^Sa«»8.irae^ CMidrily', khtbStaiit* of jrtieCitnbriiw^ 
Cti^QrAia* ^KHK^fldMJoiiuidc'firoiii wheacebeiAff 4rii^ei>bjr ti»^ 
G^H^. tb^ ictded ifkGmaaxfi and made themfdvcs maftefi'of' 
i^t^,\X9B^fd flu^t ^kM|hetweaii4iieRbiiieaDd'the£lbe. Thdr* 
;ierntoriet, bounded, on tne W«ft»:b¥^ Gemanr ocean, extended^ 
E^^,.;7tD :^ibofdani^Af ThumgCAC cooAqiieiidy, tbef weie 
xnafters of Saxony, Weftpbalia, and as mucb of tbe Low Coalimet^' 
a»]Jei,Nqahrof ihftlUuiie.. As to the very firft>flirigin of tbe Saxons, 
I>i^i€t9>.«> .4uis^fofi6tton<<)fCbetibiieriu, we^know notbiitg ataV 
a^tnxit i^',( Tbe ^unoKms joonjedb^ts ^latbave beea made eenceciH - 
iog.U» only Jeaidng us^ if poffiUe^tftift mofc ift tbod»ric«< 

S^oii i» Ae Uue ff9i|M>lc>g^. q$ d» aaaie> Saxon, much kft diffieok^ 
to fo^ . 

I. SoQ^.Mveit from Seax^ a fword, or patlafei iWbtiice tbofe^ 

' htvk giadhtt aftt^ji/9s' Saxa, ntacatfr^,. 
r Jiii B9XQ nmm trmcffff futatnn 
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his fortune in Britain, arrived here A. D. 495, and, 
after having founded the kingdom of the Weft- 
Saxons, and bein^ twice crowned, died in 5^4, 
leaving his dominions to his fon Cenric. Dunng 
the reign of Brithric, Egbert had rendered himfelf 
extremely popular in Weffex ; which Brithric could 
not obferve without jealoufy, Egbert perceiving 
this, found it for his fafety to fly into France, where 
he was kindly received by Charles the Great. 

Brithric, having accidentally tafted fome poifon, 
which his wife Edburga had mixed up for fome 
other perfon, died A. D. 799. Edburga was obliged 
to fly the kingdom ; and a folemn embafly was tent 
over to Egbert, with an offer of the crown of 
Weflex; which he accepted. A. D. 809, he totally 
fubdued the Britons of Cornwall. The next year, 
810, Andred, king of Northumberland (compre- 
hending the counties of Lancafter, Cumberland, 
Weftmoreland, Northumberland, York, and Dur- 
ham) fubmitted to Egbert. By the year 829, at . 
fartheft, he finifhed his conquefts, and became 
fovereign of all England*. He was, indeed, only^ 

In like manner, the Quirltes had their name from qoiris^ a (horf 
fpear ; and the Scythians, from fcytton, to (hoot from a bow.——/ 
Add to this, that the arms Qf &pu)ny are^ at this rery day, two 
Ihort fwords in crofs. 

2. Mr. Camden agrees with thofe, who derive the name of Saxon, 
from the Saca;, or SaSbnes, mentioned by Pliny : a very ancient and 
coniiderable nation in Afia ; and that the Ssucons are, as it were,' 
Sacafons, i. e. fons of the Sacx ; and that out of Seythia, or Sar* 
roatia Afiatica, they came, by little and little, into Europe, along' 
with the Getae, the Suevi, and the Daci. 

5* Scaliger will have them to be defcended from the ancient 
Perfians. 

* But his repofe was foon difturbed by the Danes, who, A. D« 
S33, landed at Charmouth in Dorfetihire ; where Egbert, engaging 
them, was entirely defeated : and, flying, narrowlv efcaped witt 
life. A. D. 835, they paid him anotner viiit ; but lie quite deCiced 
the difhonours of his former defeat, by gaining a great vsAoiv over 
them, at Hengfton-Hill, in Cornwall. (The Danes had made two 
defcents on England, previous to thefe : die firft, at Portland, in ^89 s 
the fecond, in the Ifle of Shephey, A. D. 8^2 J At the batu« or 
Charmouth, were flain, among others, HeiCKittiif bilhop of Witt'* 
cbeReri and Wigferth, biihop of &\«Aoraft« 

\8^ 



€f England. 375 

in aftual pofleffion of . Weflex, Suffex, Kent, and 
Effex ; but he had made the kingdoms of Mercia, 
Northumberland, and Eaft-Anglia, tributary to him- 
felf. Thus he ended the famous heptarchy, which 
had lafted (reckoning from its original, viz. the 
arrival of Hengift, A. D. 449,) about 380 years. 
Egbert dying, A. D. 838, was fucceeded by his 
only fon 

%. ETHELWULPH. (A. D. 838—857.) 

This prince, A. D. 840, refigns the kingdoms of 
Kent, Effex, and Suffex, (including Surrey,) to 
Athelftan, his natural fon. A. D. 852, the two 
kings gave battle to the Danes, at Okely, in Surrey, 
and gam a complete vi&ory : which, however, Athel- 
ftan does not long furvive. 

A. D. 855, Ethelwulph goes to Rome, upon 
fuperftitious motives ; and his fon Ethelbald takes 
that opportunity of afpiring to the throne. The 
king returning immediately, is forced to compro- 
mife matters, by refigning Weffex to his fon, and 
referving only Kent, Effex, and Suffex, to himfelf. 
Ethelwulph out-lives this partition but two years. 
He was a very confcientious, exemplary prince. He 
died, A. D. 857, leaving four fons, Ethelbald, al- 
ready in poffeffion of Weffex ; Ethclbert, who, by 
virtue of his father's laft will, fucceeded him in the 
kingdoms of Kent, Effex, Suffex, and Surrey, 
(comprized now under the general name of, the 
kingdom of Kent;) Ethelred; and Alfred j who 
both, fucceflively, mounted the throne. 

3. ETHELBALD, (A. D. 857— 860 ) 

Reigned in Weffex two years, during his father's 
life ; and about two and a half, after his deceafe. 
He died about 860, leaving behind him a bad cha- 
rader j and was fucceeded by his fecond brother 
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4. ETHELBERT, (A- D. 860-^66;)^ 

Who, already poffeft of K^nt-major, did, byaC' 
ceding to Weflex, unite the kingdoms agiin. 'Biis 
king, by giving the Danes money, in order to^ make 
them go away, only allured therti to make their 
defcents the oftner. He died, A. D. 866, leaving 
behind him, two fons, Anhelm and Ethelward; 
neither of whom fucceeded him : hb youiS^er bro- 
ther, Ethelred, mounting the throne, by virtue of 
his father Ethelwulph'5 wilL 

5. ETHELRED I. (A. D. 866— 8^71.) 

His reign was fliort and troublefome : being one 
continued confli'ft with the Danes. Ivar, or Hin- 
guar, a Danifh king, landing hete^ made very con- . 
fiderahle conquefts. Ethelred, though Very unfors* 
tunate, was extremely courageous, He received 
his deatVs wound, at the battle of Marden, in Wilt* 
(hire, fought with the Danes, A. D. 872, and 'was 
buried at Winborne. 

6. ALFRED. (A. D. 872— 96^.) 

Ethelred left feveral children, who were barred 
from the fucceffion by the will of their grandfather, 
Ethehvulph ; which adjudged the crown to Alfredi 
juftly ftiled The Great. Scarce had this mod excel- 
knt prince been a month on the throne, when^ in 
the battle of Wilton, he was worfted by the Danes. 
In the year 877, they invade Weffex ; and, the 
next year, Alfred finds himfelf deferted by all : and 
is forced to conceal himfelf in a (hepherd's houfe, in 
the ifle of Athelney, in Somerfetfliire. But, (hortly 
after, letting his friends know where he was, he fo. 
concerted meafures, that, putting himfelf onqe mor6 
at the head of an army, he defeated the Efenes iX. 
the battle of Edington, Somerfetfhire. Thus, tho* 
he fucceeded to the throne, A.. D. 872, yet he was 
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ttOt thoroughly fettled in it, until the year 878. 
From this time, hfc bent all his thoughts how he 
might render his people free and happy at home, 
and fecured from foreign attacks. To that ehd> he 
firft puts his navy on a very formidable footing ; and 
then, having thus guarded his coafts, he fortifies 
the reft of the kingdom with caftles and walled towns* 
Next he fet himfelf to make and compile a body of 
laws ; and to guard private perfons, as mvch as 
poffible, from oppreflion, he was the immortal in- 
ftitutor of juries, and ordained thit, in all criminaji 
cafes, a man (hould be tried by his peers. He was 
likewife, probably, the firft who divided England 
into (hires (from the Saxon word fcyre, to branch, 
or divide^) hundreds, and tythings. He re^latei 
the militia, fo as to have them ready for fervic^, in 
cafe of invafion, at a fliort warning ; he introduces 
and promotes a very extenfive commerce with other 
nations ; invites over fome learned men from abroad ; 
and, A. D. 886, founds four colleges at Oxford : 
one for divinity, one for grammar and rhetoric, one 
for logic, arithmetic, and mufic ; and, in the other, 
.Johannes Scotus (furnamed Erigena, i* e. Irifliman, 
from the word Erin, or Irin, the true name of Ire- 
land) profefTed geometry and aftronomy. With 
regard to the adminiftration of national affairs, he 
fet up two councils, wherein every thing was debat- 
ed : I. a cabinet council. 2. Another, anfwerable 
to what is now called the privy council. To thefe 
he added the old Saxon Wittenagemot, or general 
aflembly of the realm ; much of the fame nature 
with what is now called the parliament. Some time 
after, he introduces the way of building with brick 
and ftone : houfes, &c, until then, being ufually 
built of wood. In the diftribution of his time, he 
was very exaft ; allotting eight hours in the day, 
for the difpatch of public bufinefs ; eight for fleep, 
ftudy, and neceflary refrelhment y and (purfuant to 
* vow he made, wliilc he lay concealed in Aldci\x\ 
Vol. IL (9) C c 'iv^^^* 
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eight to afts of devotion. He died, A. D. 900, 
at. 52, regni 29. He was born at Wantage, in 
Berks: and buried at Winchefter, without the 
North-gate, fince called the Hide. He was, with-r 
out doubt, one of the bed, the greateft, and moft 
glorious princes, that ever wore a crown. He was 
(ucceeded by his fon 

7, EDWARD I. (A. D. 900—925,) 

He was inferior to his father in every thing, ex- 
cept in valour and fuccefs. He is ufually fuppofed 
to have founded the Univerfity of Cambridge, A. D, 
915. His reign, which lafted more than twenty -r 
four years, was, upon the whole, an happy and glo* 
rious one. By his firft wife, he had two fons; 
Elfwardp who furvived him but a few days ; and 
Edwin, who was put to death by Athelftan, A. D* 

938- 

By a fecond wife, named Edgiva, he had two 

fons ; Edmund, and Edred ; who both mounted the 

throne. 

8. ATHBLSTAN. (A. D. 925—941.) 

Notwithftanding Edward left three furviving fons, 
and eight daughters, all legitimate ; yet his natural 
fon, Athelftan, whom he had by a concubine named 
Egwina, is, by the clei^ and nobility, eleded king. 
He proved a valiant and fuccefsful prince 5 loved at 
home, and refpeded abroad. He died at Gloucefter, 
A. D. 941, at. 46, regn. 16, and was buried at 
Malmfbury. He kft no iffue s by which means 

9. EDMUND J. (A. D. 941—948.) 

Eldeft fon of Edward I. is unanimoufly placed on 
the throne. In the year 948, being at Puckle- 

( church, in Glouceftcrfhire, he faw one I^olf, a noted 

robber, who had been condemned to banifliment, 
dinii^ at a table in the fame hall with hirpfelf, The 

king,. 
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iipg, enraged, orders him to be apprehended : oa 
which the hardy villain draws his dagger, to defend 
himfelf. Edmund, incenfed to the laft degree, leaps 
4rom his throne, and catching him by the hair, 
drags him out of the halt Iii the ftruggle, Leolf 
•wounds Kim in thet>reaft; and .the imprudent king 
expires on the "body of his murderer. This was the 
-^nd of Eflmvmd,' at. 25, regn. &• He was buried ~ 
at Glaflionbury \ of which he made DunftajQ the firft 
4bbot I 

10, EDRED.. (A. D.. 948—955.) 

Though Edmund had two fons (by his wife 
, Elgiva) namedy Edwy and Edgar; yet his brother, 
Edred, was placed oa the throne. He was remark- 
;able for his fupcefles ^gainft the Danes ; and after a . 
feven yearns icig^, died A* D. 955. Though he left 
4wo fons, Elfrid^ and Bedfrid^ they were fet afide : 
and he was iaiccoeded by 

11, EDWY. :{A.D. 955-959) 

Son of Edmund L his elder brother. This prince 
was fo very handfome, that he acquired the fur- 
name of Pancstlus. Dunftan, who had been a fa- 
vourite with Edred, being difgraced by Edwy, foments 
1 rebellion in Mercia. The Mercians ch^ife Edgar 
ior their king; in which Edwy is obliged to ac- 
quiefce. But this partition, .together with feeing 
Dunftan and his monks triumphant, fo preyed upon 
his fpirits, as to throw him into a deep melajicholy ; 
of which he died, A, D. 959, after a ftiort r^n of 
fomewhat above four years^. Dying childlefs, he 
was fucceeded by his brother^ 

12, EDGAR. (A. D. 959—975.) 

WliQ, hereby, united the kingdoms, lately divid- 
ed.. His reign was remarkable for the continual 
•peace with which it was attended \ v^Vv^uc,^ \v^\va.^ 
C c z ^^^^ 
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the name of Edgar the Peaceable, This uninter- 
rupted calm was owing neither to his valour, nor to 
his pufillanimity : but to the great prq)arations he 
had made, to defend himfelf, in cafe of any attack. 
This rendered him fo formidable, that none of the 
neighbouring princes durft venture to begin with 
him. Keeping his court once at Chefter, he was rowed 
down the river Dec, to the monaftery of St, John 
the Baptift,, by eight kings (himfelf fitting at the 
helm,) viz. Malcom, king of Cumberland j Mackus^ 
lord of the Ifles ; and fix Welch princes, Dufnal, 
Sifert, Howel, Jago, Inchell, and Jcvaff. By pro- 
mifing every criminal, capitally convifted, his par^ 
don, on condition of bringing him fo many wolves 
tongues by fuch a time, he cleared England of 
wolves, in the fpace of three years. After reigning 
fixteen years, he died, A. D. 975, ^. 32, leaving 
two fons : i , Edward, who fucceedcd him ; born by 
Elfleda, his concubine ; at leaft the marria^ was 
very doubtful. 2. Ethelred, the youngeft, by the 
N beautiful Elfrida, (daughter of Ordang, earl of De* 
vonlhire,) whom he had married, Edgar feems to 
have been rather a great, than a good prince, 

13. EDWARD 11. (A. D. 975— 979.) 

Commonly called the Martyr (though very im% 
properly,) was, partly through the impudence, and 
partly through the intrigues of Dunftan, acknow^ 
ledged as king, at the age of fourteen years. He 
reigned but four years j for A, D. 979, being on his 
return from hunting, he called at Corfe Caftle (in 
the ifle pf Purbeck, Dorfetfhire,) to pay his refpeds 
to his mother-in-law, Elfrida, who lived there with 
her fon Ethelred. Being told that the king was at 
the gate, Elfrida ran out to receive him, and 
earneftly prclled him to alight and come in to refrefl^ 
himfelf. But, as Edward's defign was only to call 
Oft h^r, ^% h^ paffed by ^er caftle, Ue excufed him- 
felf 



ftlf from gbing in, and onljr defired i glafs of wine^ 
that he might drink her health. Hardly had he 
lifted the glafs to his mouth, when a ruffian (fome 
fay Elfrida did it with ber own hands) ftabbed him^ 
In the back/ with a dagger* Perceiving himfelf 
wounded^ be fe^t fpiirs to his horfe, and quickly 
gallopped out of fight \ but being Unable to keep 
6n the faddle^ through lofs of blodd^ he fell, and 
was dn^ed a cdnfidefable way, 'till his horfe volun- 
tarily flopped at the door of a dottage which flood 
by the road»fide^ Elfrida, to conceal hef crime^ 
had his corpfe thrcrwn into a well 4 btit it was foori 
difccrVered and removed to Shaftefbury. Elfrida^ 
(accofding to the cuflom of thofc tifnes,) thinking; 
to atone for what fhe had done, founded two 
monafteries ; ot^ at Ambteibtiry, m Wiltfhire ^ 
•nd the other at Worwell, near Andover \ in which 
lottet (he fhut herfelf iip, to do penance the reft c^ 
htr life^ 

14, ETMELIiED it. (A. D. 979—1013.) 

Edward the Martyr (and a martyr he was^ to the 
imbition of his mother-^in-'law^ who was cieteroiined, 
at all eVent»i to fee her own fon on the throne) wag 
fuccceded by his half-brotbery Eth^lred the fecond^ 
Edgar's fpa by Elfrida* In this king's reign, was 

Eerpetrated the maflfacre of the 0ancs. Btit Sweyn^ 
ing of Denmark, heAiinjg of it, foon took a fevere 
ifeveno;e^ He landed thrice in England; The two 
firfl titncs be did incredible dafliage*, and carried otf 
inwnenfe booty. The third time^ which was in the 
year ioi2, or 10131 he xnade himfelf mafier of tli/c 
whole kingdom^ 

15. 3 W E 1f M, firfl Ctoifh King. 
(A. D^ ioi^-^ioi4.) 

Sweyn, kulig of Denh>ark« wa3 the firft Oanifb 
Uiig of England^ His rtipt wa$ very fliort ; for 
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he died fuddenly the next year, being 10 14. Where- 
upon 

(E T H E L R E D Reftored.) 

Ethelred was, by the Englifh, recalled to the 
throne : who after a reign of continued blood (hcd 
and difquiet, died at London, A. D. 1015. From 
his remiffnefs and inaftivity, he obtained the fir- 
name of The Unready. He left the kingdom in- 
volved in the utmoft mifery and poverty, ' donfiifioa 
and defolation. He was fucceedcd by his foa \ 

16. EDMUNI> IL (A. D/ 1015— 1017.) 

Sur-named Ironfide, from his great robuftnefs of 
body. The Danes, however, ckclare for .Canute 
(fon of Sweyn) now in England.^ In one ye^> :ioi6^ 
Edmund and Canute fought five pitched battiest 
The fame year^ Edmund fent a chalknge to Canute; 
which the latter did not accept : but propofed re- 
ferring the decifion of their claims, to a certain 
number of plenipotentiaries, nominated by each 
party. The propofal was gladly received by the 
lords who fided with Edmund ; fo he was. obliged 
to acquiefce in it. The congrefs was held accord- 
ingly, in Alney (a little ifland'in the Severn^ oppofite 
to Gloucefter;) where peace was quickly concluded, 
by a partition of the kingdom between* the two com- 
petitors. All the country, fouth of the Thames, 
together with London,, and part of Eflex, was ad- 
judged to Edmund ; the reft of the kingdom, tQ 
Canute. Matters being thus fettled, the two kings 
met in the Ifle of Alney, and, after mutually fwear-- 
ing to keep the peace, each retired to the dominions 
affigned him. 

Edmund died the next year, 10 1 7, and was buried 
at Glaftonbury, belide his grandfather Edgar. He 
was a juft, magnanimcus, and heroic prince : and, 
had his fuccefs m life been equal to bis merit, he 

would. 
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IHrotild have vied with the greateft and befl of mo- 
narchs* 

By his wife, Algitha, he kft two fons, Ednitind^ 
and Edward* With him the Saxon monarchy in 
a manner ended, and gave place to the Danes; after 
it had lafted one hundred and ninety years, from the 
eftablilhment by Egbert j four hundred and thirty- 
two, from the founding of the heptarchy \ and five 
hundred and fixty-eight, from the arrival of the Sax- 
ons under Hengifl* 

17* CANUTE, Second Danifh King. 
(A. D* 1017-^1036.) 

. Canute, already foveifeign of great part of Eng- 
land, found means,, tho' not direftly by dint of 
arm3, to make himfelf mafter of Weffex; and, 
thereby, of the whole realm* A. D. 1018, or there- 
'abouts, he marries Emma, of Normandy, widow of 
Ethelred the fecond. 

A. D. 1027, he fubdues Norway; of which he 
is crowned king. . This conqueft fatisfying his am- 
bition, he, thenceforward, gave himfelf up to a6ts of 
devotion 3 and continued to the end of his days, 
humble, modeft, juft, and truly religious : a cha- 
rafter very different from that which he bore during 
the former part of his reign* Dying, A. D. 1036, 
at Shaftfbury, he was buried at Winchefter* He 
left three fons ; i . Sweyn, to whom he bequeathed 
Norway: 2. Harold, to whom he gave England: and 
Canute, commonly called Hardicanute, whom he 
had by Emma, and to whom he affigned Denmark. 

. 18. HAROLD L Third Daniih King. 
(A. D. 1036-^1039.) 

Harold accordingly fuceceds his father ; firft in ' 

Mercia only, and then, thro' the intereft of earl 

Goodwin, in Weffex alfo. His reign was (hort, and 

remarkable for nothing of moment. He was fur- 

C.c 4 named 
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named Harefoot ; becaufe, according to fbmc, one. 
of his feet was hairy all over : according to others*, 
becaufe he would never mount an horfe, always 
chufing to walk on foot : but moft probably, from 
hts fwiftnefs in running. He died at Qscford, A. D* 
1059, and was fuccceded by his brother 

"^19. CANUTE 11. or Hardicanute, Fourth 
Daniih King. (A. D. 1039.) 

" So called, from the robuftnefs of his conftitution. 
He was a prince,, in whofe whole, character there was 
nothing of the amiable, the rclpcdable,. or the be- 
neficent : being cruel, avaricious, haughty, op- 
prcffive, and intemperate. He died, probably in a, 
drunken fit, at Lambeth, unlamented, A. D. 1041. 

20. EDWARD III. the Confeffor. (A.D. 
104 1 — io66») 

Hardicanute, leaving no iffue, the nobles were 
cmbarraffed, whom to eleft. There were, 

1. Edward (afterwards named the Confeflbr,) fon 
of Ethelred the fecond, by Emma of Normandy." 
But then, 

2. There was another Edward (fan of Edmund 
Ironfide, and who, with bis brother had been fent,, 
in the beginning of Canute^s reign, into Hungary,, 
where he now was,) one degree nearer t]ie crown -y 
being,, as I have faid, fon to Edmund the fecond, 
and, by confequence, nephew to the Confeflbr.. On 
the other band, 

3. There had been an uninterrupted fucceflion of 
four Danilb. kings, for twenty-eight years; and 
Sweyn, fon to Canute the firft, was ftill living. 

However, Edward, fon of Ethelred the fecond, 
was chofeby the intereft of earl Goodwin, whom he 
had gained. His eleftion was quickly followed by 
at^neral expulfion of the Danes. Edward (tho* 
ikinted, about 200 years after his death, by Pope 
Aiexaiiider the third) was a prince of weak, narrow 
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genius; a mean diHembler; unfteady, malicious, 
and fevengeful, where he entertained any diflike^ 
and yet good natured, even to folly, when his ca- 
price leaned that way : a defpieable kin^ ; a very' 
bad hufband to a mofl virtuous and amiable wife 
(Editha, daughter of earl Goodwin) ; and not only 
an undutiful> but a cruel fon, to his mother^ Emmzi 
of Normandy. *Tis true flie had difobliged him» 
by marrying Canute, her f}r(l hu(band*s mortal ene- 
my J but chiefly by one of the marriage articles, in 
which (he confented that the crown of England 
fhould go to the iflUe Ihe might have by Canute ; 
which, however, it did not. 

On Edward's acceflion, he not only ftript her of 
all her pofTeflions, allowing her only a very Hender 
p^nfion ; but likcwife, in faft, kept her a prifonei: 
at Winchefter, where, after about eleven years con- 
finement, in great poverty, (he was releafedby deaths 
A» D. 1052* Thus died Emma of Normandy, a 
{ad facrifice to the revenge and inhumanity of her 
own (on f (he who was the widow of two- kings 
(Ethelred IL and Canute I ;) mtother ©f two more 
(Hardicanule, and this Edward r) and daughter of 
a duke of Normandy, little inferior to a kingf 

Toward the latter part of his re^n, Harold (fon; 
of carl Goodwin, lately decealed)* forms a defign oC 
mounting, tlie throne- At the fame timie, Edward^ 
not troubling himfelf to fix the fucceflion, employe 
hinxfelf fokly in building a church at Weftminfter^ 
and finiftied It jufti before his death, which happen- 
ed A-D- 1065,. or the beginning of i>o66. 

He made no manner of figure, cither as: a good 
man,, or a great r and yet he muft have a. place ia 
jthe calendar ! and, fiir no ita£ito in the worldv b«r 
called a Cgnfeflbr T 

%i. H A R Q L D H. (A. D. io66.> ^ 

Edgar Atlieling (grand nephew to EcJward the 

Confeffor^ and fon to Edward,, the Iba of Edmund 

Ironfidc) 
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Ironfide) was next the throne : but Harold ha<i lain 
his plan fo well, that he got himfelf eledled. His 
late father, the great carl Goodwin, was of Danifhf 
cxtraftioii, 

Harold's reign, (hort as it was, was molefted by 
the invafions and reftlefs hatred of his brother Tof-^ 
ton (whom, for male-adminiftration, he had formerly 
Removed from the government of Northumberland ; 
which aft of difintereftedjuftice, Tofton could never 
forgive.) But his moll formidable and moft fucceff- 
fill foe was William the Baftard of Normandy, after- 
wards nanied the Conqueror: who, having waited* 
ibme time, for a wind, at length fet fail from St* 
Valcry, and lands at Pevenfey (now called Pemfey,) 
in Suffex, on the 29th of September. Thence he 
marches to Haftings, where he incaitips. King 
Harold (who was then in the north, repelling an 
invafion from Norway,) hearing of William's de- 
fcent, moves toward Haftings. Odtober the t4th» 
being Harold's birth-day, the two armies engage, 
near that place- Harold, after acquitting himlelf 
with a valour, prudence, arid magnanimity, which 
well deferved a crown, yields, at laft, to deftiny, and 
falls among the flain : foon after, his troops are to- 
tally routed. This battle (commonly called the bat- 
tle of Haftings) was fought on the fpot where the 
town of Battle now ftands, fo named from this day's 
aftion. Thus died Harold, after a (hort reign of 
lefs than a twelve-month. Tho' unfortunate, he was 
poffeft of every quality, that is requifite, to form a 
great prince and an amiable man. His mounting the 
thrqnej^ was the only fault that could be laid to his 
charge. 

22. (i.) WILLIAM L (A. D. 106^—1087.) 

On gaining the battle of Haftings, the Conqueror 
aijproaches . Lqndon, The magiffrates meet him 
with the keys, and the nobles offer him the crown ; 
which he accepts. Tho% at his coronation, he took 

the 
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the ufual oath; yet his reiga was exceflively viplei^ 
and tyrannical; and the Englifti were, mortified^ 
pillaged, and oppreft to the laft degree. A. D^ 
1087, being at war with Philip, kmg of France, he. 
laid liege to the city of Mantes, which he reduced, 
to aflies. The heat ofthefeafoa, and his (landing 
too near the fire^ to fee his orders executed, threw 
him into a fever, which interrupted the- progrefs of 
his arms. Another accident likewife proved fd.tal 
to him : for being at this time exceffively corpulent 
and unwieldy, he hurt the rim of his belly, againft 
the pummel of his faddle, as he was leaping a ditchy 
on horfeback, in Normandy: this increafinghisfever^ 
he was carried on, in a Htter, to Roan ; where (after 
expreffing great concern for the fins of his life, and 
owning himfelf an ufurperof the crown of England) 
he died, Sept. 9, ,1087, and was buried at Caen, 
after a reign of fifty-two years in Normandy, and^ ' 
almoft twenty-one in England. By his wifeMatrlda>* 
daughter to the earl of Flanders, he left three fur- 
viving fons ; Robert, duke of Normaady ; Wilfiamj^ 
and Henry; of whom the twokft fucceflively mount* 
cd the throne • 

23. (2.) WILLIAM IL (A. D. 1087—1100.) 
Duke Robert, eldeft fon of the Conqueror^ fliould 
have fucceeded to the kingdom : but his brother 
William (furnamed Rufus, from the rednefs either 
of his hair, or his complexion) found means to fup- 
plant him. Robert was one of the moft amiable 
princes in all refpefts, (if you except his indolence), 
that ever liwd : on the contrary^ William had every 
evil quality, tliat could difgrace a man> and degrade 
a prince. His valour (the only property in him, that 
had evea the leaft appearance of excellenge) was 
more properly a brutal fiercenefs* A. D. 109=8, he. 
builds Weftminfter Hall. A. D. I'loo, as he 
was hunting at Chorihgham> in the Nev^ Foreft, 
in purfuit or a fl:ag he had wounded, one Walter 
Tyrrel, a French, knight, fliooting at t^e fame flag, 
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pierced (as 'tis faid) the kipg in the breaftj who {S 
down dead on the fpot/' without fpeaking a word/ 
Thus died William Kufus, quite unlamcnted, in the 
forty-fourth year of his agej after a reign^ of rather 
tyranny, of almoft tiiirteen years : and wasi buried at" 
Wincheftet. 

24.(3.) HENRY I. (A. D. iiao— 1135.) 

Tho' the youngeft of the Conqueror's fons, yet 
ibund meaas to make a ftrong party for himfdifj 
which became ftiU ftronger in a (hart time ; thofe^ 
who were in the intereft of his brother Robert, chu* 
fing, at laft, to declare for Henry, left, the kingdon> 
Ihould be involved in a civil war* His eledion^f 
however, was very irregular and tumultuary ; being 
entirely popular. He was even crowned on the fourth 
day from Rufus's death, before the States had con-* 
firmed his deAion* 'At firft, he gave hopes of be- 
ing a juft, beneficent king ; but the mafk foon fell 
off, and his reign was, for the moft part, one feries 
of tyranny and oppreflion- A. D. 1 106, he entirely 
ftrips duke Robert, his brother, of all Normandy j 
and, having taken that raoft amiable, but unfortu- 
nate prince, prifonef, at the battle of Tinchebray, 
he brought him over to Enrglandy and (but him up 
in the caftle of Cardiffe, in Glatoorganftiire > where 
he continuted a prifoner, till his^ death, which hap- 
pened not till twenty-fix years after, A. D. 1 133. 
Henry did not rery long furvive his injured bro-^ 
ther : for, having eaten, to excefs, of fome lampreys,- 
he died December 2, 11 25y ^^ eet.dZy re'gn. 36^ 
and was buried at Readings His cotfrage, his ca-^ 
pacity, ajnd his acqtrired * Icatrnittg, wefe great r but 
then he was haughty, cruel, covetous,, infatfably ara-^ 
licious, and lurftftrl beyond moft^ 

By his- wife Matilda (who was dat%hfer to' Mrf-^ 
cofaij, kiag of Scotland j by MaiTgaret, iifter to Edgar 
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Atlieling, who was grandfon of Edmond Ironfide) 
be left only one daughter, Matilda, married, A. D» 
1 109, to the emperor Henry IV. Of his furviving 
natural children (which were twelve,) Robert, duke 
of Gloucefter, who made fo great a figure in the 
next reign, was the moft eminent, 

15.(4.) STEPHEN, (A, D. 1135— 1154.) 

Henry thought he had fecured the fucceflion to 
his daughter, the emprefs Matilda, but he was. 
jniftaken 5 for he was fucceeded by Stephen de Blois, 
earl of Boulogne, his nephew ; whofe mother, Adcla, 
was daughter to William the Conqueror, and mar- 
ried to the Earl of Blois, by whom fhe had four fons, 
of whom Stephen, earl of Boulogne, was one. 

Upon the death of Henry (in whofe court Stephen 
iiad been educated,) the clergy led the way, by de- 
claring for his nephew: and the nobility, tho* they 
had thrice fworn to Matilda, foon followed the ex- 
dmple. Stephen's reign was a very turbulent onc» 
DeGrous to retrench the pride and luxur}' of the 
clergy, he makes them his determined enemies ; and 
they quickly gain over the people to their fide. la 
thisjunfture, the emprefs Matilda lands in Eng- 
land, to atiTert her rie;ht to the crown. Her brother 
/tho' illegitimate,) Kobert,duke of Gloucefter, had, 
tome time before, headed a revolt ; the defign of 
which was to place her on the throne : but Stephen 
having defeated hirp, he flies over to his filler, who, 
at his perfuafion, comes hither, to head her friends 
in perfon. At firft, fhe takes up her quarters with 
Adeliza, (daughter to Godfrey, the firft earl of Bra-- 
bant, and fourteen yiears wife to Henry I.) the queen 
dowager, in the caftle of -Arundel. Hence, at the 
queen's intercefljion, Stephen generoufly gives her 
leave to go, unmolefted, to Briftol : where, and at 
GJioucefter, Ihe manages fo artfully as to gain over 
both nobles and clergy to her party, and, by their 
jneans, alijioft all the people, A civil WAf breaks 
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out : Stephen is reduced to extreme perplexity, yet 
preferves his intrepidity. At length the duke of 
Gloucefter's forces, and thofe of kii^ Stephen, engage : 
the latter is defeated, taken prifoner, and fent to 
Matilda, who is fo bafe as to lay him in irons, and 
confine him in the caftle of Briftol. After this, 
Stephen's youngeft brother, He.nry de Blois, at firft 
abbot of Glaftonbury, now bifhop of Winchefter, 
iides with Matilda- But her unfuflferable haugh- 
tinefs quickly alienates the affedions of him and all 
her new fubjefts. The bilhop declares again for his 
brother: the revolt from Matilda is general: (he 
betakes herfelf to the caftle of Winchefter, where 
flie is clofely befieged. Making a fally, a battle en- 
fues : her troops are defeated : the duke of Glou- 
cefter is taken prifoner, and foon after exchanged 
for king Stephen, who now, once more, fees himlelf 
at liberty. Matilda flying from place to place, is 
forced, about four years after, to quit the kmgdom, 
A. D. 1 146, jearl Robert having been firft flain* 
Thus Stephen is again mafter of England. But, 
A. D. 1 152, Henry, duke of Normandy (after- 
wards Henry II.) fon to Matilda, by Geoffrey Plan- 
tagenet, earl of Anjou, (whom, A. D. 1 127, (he had 
married, upon the death of her former hufband, the 
emperor Henry IV.) looking on himfelf as undoubt- 
ed heir to the crown, came over hither, in order to 
fttengthen his party. He and Stephen had given 
each other battle, at Wallingford, in Berks, had it 
not been for the perfuafions of the earl of Arundel, 
who inclined Stephen to peace. In ftiort, duke 
Henry and the king held a conference on the oppo- 
iite banks of the Thames (which, at Wjallingford, is 
very i;iarrow,) where they agreed on a tnice. The 
next year, it was fettled, that Stephen fhould enjoy 
the crown for life, but that Henry fhould be next 
fuceeffor : which he accordingly was. 

Stephen outlived this agreement but eleven 

OiOntbs J dyin§ at Canterbury, of the cholic, Ofto- 
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ber 25, 1154. an. at. 50, regn. 19^ and was buriecl 
at Feverlham. Stephen, abftraded from his ambi- 
tion in mounting the throne, was poffefled, not on* 
ly of the whole circle of virtues 5 but, which rarely 
is the cgife, adorned with every amiable and graceful 
qualification, which could fet off thofe virtues to ad* 
vantage. After giving him fuch a charader, it 
would be needlefs to bbferve, that he was, in par- 
ticular, valiant, merciful, juft, generous, and % 
lover ofhispeople, 

26. (5.) HENRY 11. (A. D, 1154^1189.) 

Purfu^ntlo treaty, Henry Plantagenet, (otherwife 
jcalled, Fitzemprefs) fon to the earl of Anjou, (by 
Matilda, daughter of Henry I. and relift of the em- 
peror Henry IV.) fucceeds to the crown without opr 
pofition. He lands December 7, and is crowned 
the 19th. He was in a moft flourifliing condition, 
revered every where, and extending his conquefts in 
JFjrance^ Jtill difturbed by the ingratitude and un- 
paralleled infolepcc of Thomas a Becket, archbiftiop 
.of Canterbury ; who w^s folely indebted to Henry 
for all his preferments, This haughty prelate was 
fon of Gilbert Becket, a citizen of London, by Ma- 
Jtildis, faid to b^ the daughter of a Saracen, who had 
]taken this Gilbert, Thomas Becket's father, prifoner, 
when he went on pilgrimage to the Hply Land. 
Thomas fpent his youth in the ftudy of the 
law. In proceis of time, he was taken from thence, 
and made archdeacon of Canterbury, Shortly after, 
the king, taking a fapcy to him, made him lord high 
chancellor, Now it was, that his prjde began to be 
infupportable. The very bits, in the bridles of his 
horfes, were fjlver. Attending the king, in the war 
of Tholoufe, he miaintained, at hi§ own expence, 
700 knights, and X20o foot, Haughty and infolent 
fL% he^was to eyery body elfe, he was all fubmiffion to 
Jhe king ; till Theobald, archbiftiop of Canterbury, 
4ying, he was promoted to that fee, l?y the king's 
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recommendation. Henry, who imagined he fliould 
haw a pliant archbifliop, ready to lacrifice every 
tiling to his will, quickly found himfelf miftaken. 
As toon as Beckct Was confecrated, he fent back the 
great fealto the king, and affefted mortification and 
retirement.. He knew the king was defitous of re- 
ducing the power of the clergy within reafonable 
botinds y aftd determines, from the moment he ar- 
rived to the pinnacle of preferment, to oppofe it with 
all his might* The firit occafion of this famous 
quarrel happened A. D. 1163. One Philip de 
Broc, canon of Bedford, having committed a mur- 
der, the king would have had him capitally punifti- 
ed : but this was oppofed by Becket, who was for 
fjtting all ecclefiaftics above king and law too. Mat- 
ters at length came to that pafs, that Thomas, being 
condemned to imprifonment of body and confifcation 
of goods, flics over to Flanders, in di{guife, and is re- 
ceived into the proteftion of Lewis, king of France. 
This was the latter end of the year 1 163. 

A. D* n66, dies Henry's mother, the emprefs 
Matilda, ^rf. 64, and was buried, according to 
fomc, in the abby of Bee, in Normandy ; according 
to others, in the fuburbs of Roan. On account of 
her being daughter of a king (Henry I.) wife to aa 
emperor (Henry IV.) and mother of a king (Henry 
II.) (lie had this epitaph ; 

" Oriu magna^ viro major ^ fed maxima partu^ 
*' Hie jacel H^midfliay/pofifaj parens.'' 

The breach between Becket and his fovereign ftill 
continued. In November n6j8, they held a con- 
ference, near Paris, in the prefcnce of the French 
king: when Henry* made this propofal to Becket; 
^* Pay me the fame regard, as the greateft of your 
predeceflbrs paid to the leaft of mine, and I fhall 
be fatisfied.'* The pride and obftinacy of the ec- 
clefiaftic would not let him promife this: fo the 
conference came to nothing. In 1169, another 
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m%% licld, at a place in France, called Mohs Mar- 
ttyrum : but the prelate's inflexibility rendered it as 
fruitlefs as the firft. A third was held, in 1 1 70, at 
Montmirail, but without effeft ; and a fourth, the 
fame year, at Amboife, where all difficulties were at 
-length furmounted \ chiefly through the good offices 
of Rotrou, archbiftiop of Roan. The reconciliation 
was lincere on Henry's part ; who, to convince the 
fworld of it, even condelcended to hold the mad pre- 
late's ftirrup, as he mounted his horfe. Thus, after 
about feven year*s exile, the imperious Beckct was 
reftorcd to his bilhopric and his country ; whither 
•he returned, with a refolutionto revenge Wspaft 
•difgraces on the king, the very firft opportunity that 
offered. Henry, though the injured party, was un- 
ieigned in his reconciliation ; but Becket, the ag- 
greflbr, could awver foi^ive his king whom he had 
infulted. No fooner is the furious prieft returned 
to England, than he fofpends the archbifliop of 
York, and excommunicates the bifliops of London, 
'Durham, and Exeter, who had fided with the king. 
The Chriftmas-day following, mounting his archie - 
pii'copal chair at Canterbury, he folemnly excom- 
municates two barons ; Nigel de Sackvil, and Ro* 
bert Brock : the firft, for detaining (as was alledged) 
a manor belonging to the fee of Canterbury ; the 
other, for cutting off the tail of an horfe, that was 
carrying provifions to his palace. The truth is, he 
was determined to exercife his authority with an 
higher hand than ever ; and to brave the king, by 
(hewing him, be was not afiraid toievive the antient 
quarrel. The excommunicated bifliops appeal to 
the king, who is ftill in Normandy. Henry, tired 
and exafperated at being inceflantly plagued with 
4:he infolence of a fubjeft, whom he hadraifed fronn 
the duft, could not help crying out ; " How un.- 
ftiappy am I, that, among the great numbers I 
maintain, there is not a man dares revenge the af- 
, fronts I perpetually receive firom the hands of a 
Vol. IL (9) Dd ^jt^vO^^^ 
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wretched pricft.** Thefe words were Qot dropt \n , 
vain. Four barons, who were ip Wlaiting, reiblved 
to free the king from this enemy, Their names 
were, Reginald Fitzurfe, WiUiam Tracey, Rk:har4 
Britton, and Hugh Morvill, Landing in Kent, they 
repair to Canterbury \ and, on the 30th of DecemT 
ber, 1 1 70, epteriiig the cathedral, where the arch* 
bifhop was at vefpeis, they firft upbraid him with 
his pride, obftmacy, and ingratitude: to which 
he returned fo refolute an anfwer, as to give them 
occafion to effeift their purpofe. One Edward Ryme, 
who was waiting on the archbifhop, h^ hb arm al- 
pioll cut off, by receiving the firft blow that was 
made at Bec^t's head, occafioned by the archbi(hop's 
Jiaving called Fitzurfe, ^^a pimp," In (hort, they 
hacked the prelate, with their fwords, in fuch a 
manner, that his blood and brains flew all over the 
idtar, After committing this adion, they, retired 
peaceably ; none offering to ftop them. Not daring 
to return to the king, thw^y went and ftayed a yea 
at Knarefborou^ caftle, in ITorkfliire, b^longbg tq 
Hugh Morvill : after which, Hoveden fays, they 
went to Rome, for abfolution : and were enjoined 
^o go to Jerufalem, and do penance on the BlacH 
fountain for life, However, it is certain, that Wil- 
liam Tracey retired to Mort, in Devonlhire, twenty? 
^ree years after the death of Becket, 

The infolent prelate poffeffed the qualifications of 
^ Popifh faint, in too eminent a degree, not to be 
canonized after his deceafe : particularly that lead- 
ing one, without which a man can be neither faint 
nor martyr in the court of Rome -s account-^a blind, 
abfolute attachment to the hqly chair ^ ^nd of con- 
fequence, a'defire to elevate the hierarchy of anti- 
chrift above all law, and the rights of mankind. 
Miracles (as ufual) were quickly alcribed to the new 
iaints foreigners, in vail numbers, flocked, fron^ 
9II part; of ^uiope, to Canfterbury, to implore an 
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tntereft in his merits and interceflSon ; and prdcnts, 
of immenfe value, were offered, up to his tomb. 

A. D. 1 171, Henry rcfumes his defign of con- 
iouering Ireland ; a de(ign» which he had formed be* 
tore, but found it neceffary to defer, on account of 
his quarrel with Beckett The king, this year, had 
as fair an opportunity, as his heart could wifh, of 
putting his defire into executioii. For, Dermot, 
jiing of Leinfter, having debauched and carried away 
the wife of O-Rorick, kii^ of Meath ; the latter, to 
l>e revenged, levied an army, and (with the help rf 
Roderick, king of Connaught) invaded Dermot. 
Dermot j(bein5 abandoned by his own fubjefts, td 
whom his arbitrary meafures had rendered him ex* 
tremely odious) fled into France, where our king 
Henry then was, to implore his aid. Henry caught 
at the propofal : but not being at leifure to affift 
him himfelf, on account of the war he was carrying 
on in France, he gives Dermot leave to go into 
England, and obtain affiftance 'from what barons he 
could until himfelf coold fupporthim with ftronger 
forces. Dermot comes aceoixiingly, and makes an 
agreement with Robert Fitzftephen, and Richard de 
dare (fumamed Strongbow,) earl of Pembroke. 
To the firft he gave hopes of his making a confider* 
able fortune in Ireland : to the latter he promifed 
his only daughter in marriage, and to fettle the iuc*? 
ceflion on him. Fitzftephen, bein^ firft ready, ac* 
companies Derraot, into Ireland, with four hvndred 
men. Landing at Waterford, the Irifh king leads 
him before Wexford, which, bcii^ prefeijtly taken. 
4s given to Fitzftephen, who there fettles the firft 
Englilh colony ever planted in Ireland. After this 
exploit, Maurice de Prendergeft, an En^liQi baron, 
arriving with frefti troops, reinforces Fitzftephen's 
army to three thoufand j with which he next fub- 
dues the king of Oflbry. By this time, Roderick, 
the king of Connaught, takes the alarm ; and offer* 
Fitzftephen a Jarge fum, if he would quit the 

Dd;^ ifland: 
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ilUnd : but in vain. Dermot himfelf enters into 
treaty with Roderick, to fend away the Englifh: 
wbejh juft in the criib, arrives the earl of Pem^ 
broke, with /twelve hundred men. He marries 
Dermot's daughter; and, his father-in-law, dying 
(bon after, the earl takes pofleflion of the kingdom 
of Leinfter* After the death of Dermot, the, £ng<> 
li(h adventurers make great progrefs : chiefly by 
means of their crofs«bows, with which the Irilhwere 
greatly intimidated, having never feen any (much 
lefs &lt them) until then. In 0iort, the Englith ad- 
vance to Dublin, and take it. Henry, hearing of 
this prodigious fuccefs, grows jealous of the adven* 
turers, and recalls them: on which Fitzftephen, 
and the earl of Pembroke* fend deputies, to aflure 
him of their fubmiiSon, and that their conquefts 
were at his command ; which fo £ur appeafed him, 
that he fufiers them to day in Ireland. A. D« 
J 1 72, Henry fails inperfon, from the coaft of Pcm- 
broke(hire, mto Ireland, with four hundred fail. On 
his arrival, the Irifh unanimoufly fubmit. AU the 
kings of the iiland waited on him at Waterford 
(where he landed,) and fwore allegiance.. Thus, 
feys Rapin, Henry, without fpilling one drop of 
blood, became ma(ler of Ireland, in lefs time, than 
was fixfficient to travel over it. After placing frelh 
garrifons at Waterford and Wexford, and fome 
other maritime towns, he marched to Dublin : and 
there, without the city, bad a palace, built of wat-> 
ties, according to the falhion of the country : and 
kept his court until the beginning of February, 
Having made, during his ftay at Dublin, feveral re- 
gulations for the government of his new conqucft, 
he fet fail again for England, after not quite four 
month's continuance in Ireland ; leavii^at Dublin, 
Hugh Lacy, to govern the ifland in his name, by 
the title and flile of, Jufticiary of Ireland. The 
carl of Pembroke died, A, D, 1176. 

The 



The fame year that Henry kft Irclihd, he Waa 
abfolvcd, by the Pope^s legate, of Becket*s InUrder, 
Qpon terais eqtially advants^ous to Pope and det^ 
gy, and difhonoorable to fo great a kin^. Among 
the reft, one was, that he (hould ^ barefoot to 
Becket's tomb, and there, upon his jtiaked back, 
deceive foUr tx five laflies from each of the monks 
belonging to the monaftery of St. Auftin : which he 
aAually lubmitted to, the next year. 

A. b. 117^) his queen (Eleanol: of (juieimey) 
exa^eratrd at her hufb«nd^s frequent and open vio- 
lations of his nuptial vow, enters into a confpiracy 
with three of his fons^ Henry, kichaid, (his {mz^ 
ceflbr,) and Geoffreys who, without any fcruple^ 
joined with her in the defign of dethroning their 
father : but without efiedt ; his vaft fuccefles a£;ainft 
Scotland, together with his rapid conquefts in 
France, and ^ crowned with his redu&ion of the 
rebels in England, rendering their unnatural fchemes 
kbortive« His eldeft fon, (knry, died, A. D^^ 11 83, 
with great figns of remorfe for hi3 undutiful con«- 
du6t» Ak D. II 86, Richard openly revolts in 
France, but is obliged to make his fubmif&on. 
A. D. 1 189, he di^overs that his favourite fon 
John had had a chief hand in exciting the troubles 
ttgainft him in France; and notwithftanding.the 
particular tendemefs with which he had ^ways 
treated that Unworthy fon, he^ had endeavoured, 
might and main, to dethrone him. His grief threw 
him into a diforder, which foon carried him off: but 
not till after he had uttered the moft bitter and ter^ 
tible imprecations againli his fons, which he could 
never be prevailed with to revoke. He died at 
Chinon, in Poiftou, the 6th of July, 11 89, an. at. 
57.» ^^S^^ ^5, and was interred at Font*E^raud. 
His furvivmg fons, by Eleanor of Guienne, were, 
Richard and John, who both fucceeded him. King 
Henry wa^ vacant, prudent, generous, politic, ftu- 
dious, learned, and of an eulted genius ^ but, on 
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the other hand, his haughtinefs, lull and ainbitibn>^ 
were boundlefs. His rei^n had been one ieries oC 
glory and happinefs^ had it not been for the unfor^ 
tunate quarrel with Becket,^ and- the repeated rebel-^ 
l^s of his fons* 

tj. (6.) RICHARD L (A.I>. iiSp—npe.) 

Commonly called (for his valour, the only 
commendable quality he- had) Coeur-de-lion, fuc- 
ceeded his father ^ and, in 1 190, taking the cru(ade, 
he fets outforFraawc, in order to go to the Holy 
Land: but not till he had releafedhis mother queen 
Eleanor, who had languiflied in prifon for the laft 
li:cteen years of her huftand's reign. 

Sailing from Marleilles, he* makes himfelf^ 
A. D. 1 1 9 1 , matter of the ifle of Cyprus : Ifaac, 
king of that ifle, having ftript and^ imprifoned 
fome of Richard's army, who, on their way to Pa- 
leftine, had been wrecked on the Cyprian coafls* 
Ifaac, being taken prifoner at Limiflb, befought 
Richard not to put hmi in irons : but the En^ilh 
king, infulting his misfortunes,, granted his requeff 
Kterally, and ordered him to be bound in fetters of 
filver. Being arrived in the Holy Land, Richard 
^ives affoniflung proofs of his valour : and embark- 
ing^&r, Europe,. A. D. 11 92, the (liip in which he 
was, fufFered fhipwrcck between Aquilcia and Ve* 
ftice. After this,, he imprudently ventures himfelf 
into the dominions of the duke of Auftria, (whonv 
he had mortally oflfended, when they were in Pa- 
fcftine together, at the fiege of Acres) where, though 
difguifed as xpilgrim,. and travelling on- foot, he was 
difcovered, feized, at a fmall village near Vienna, 
and delivered to the duke ; by whom he was after- 
wards given up to the emperor, Henry VL whoj^ 
without any ceremony, clapt him into clofe confine- 
ment. During this time, his brother John was try- 
ing in England to take advantage of Richard's im« 
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f)rifonment, tod raife himfelf to the throne : and, 
the better to (ucceed in his defign, laboured all he 
Could with the emperor, to detain, his iUuftrious 
prifoner j and entered into clofc treaty with Philip, 
ef France, who from motives both of policy and 
revenge (for they had differed mtich and often in 
the Holy Land,) had nothing inotc at heart than 
to embroil Richard*s affairs. 

Mean while, Eleanor, the aueen-dowagcr^ trie^ 
all fhe could to counteraft tne ambition of her 
younger fon, and procure BichArd^s enlargetnent,, 
But the obftacles were many: the Pope refofed to 
interfere in his £ivour ; the emperor, who detained 
the king, was infatiably covetous ; and the French 
king, together with prince John of Eng^nd, had 
ofl^red the emperor very highly, if he would make 
kichard*s confinement perpetual. However, chiefly 
through the reprcfentations made by the Diet <£ the 
Empire, Richard is at length fet at liberty, upon 
paying the emperor 100,000 marks of filver, and 
giving hoftages for the payment of 50,000 more. 
The emperor quickly repented of his bar^in ; and 
fent after Richard, in hopes of feizing him again : 
but the king had made too much hafle, and arrived 
fafe at Sandwich, March 20, 1194, after four year^ 
abfence, fifteen months of which he had fpent in 
prifon. His fubjeds received him with great de* 
monftrations of joy. His firft care was to quell his 
brother John's fadion ; which done, he is re-crown- 
ed ; and caufes a fentence to pafs againft John^ 
confifcating his lands, and declanng him incapable 
of fucceeding to the crown : but, at the interceifion 
of their mother, que^i Eleanor, he pardons John 
in the year ii^5» at Roan, where, by her means, 
they had an interview. Being eng^d in a war 
againft Philip of France, he befieges Chaluz ; from 
the walls of which city^ an archer (hot him with an 
arrow, which, fixing in his ihoulder, clofe to his 
neck, proved hi^ death ; not fo much from the red: 
D d 4v xaav^iSsx^ 
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mortality of the womnd itfcif, as by the tin(kilfafr 
n»fs of the fuigeen that dreft it. Perceiving himr 
felf near death,, he bequeaths all his dominions tp 
his brother John, and expires, A.. D. 1 199.^ By his 
own defire, exprefTed in his lad will,, he was interred 
at Font-Evraud, in Anjou, at his father's feet ; in 
teflimony of his grief for the nmny forrows he had 
occaiioned him . Richard y though valiant beyond mofl 
men that ever lived, was yet, upon the whole, but 
a very indifferent king; who fpared neither the lives^ 
liberty,, nor purfes of his fubjefts. His rebellion 
againtl his father^ his inextinguilhable thirfb of 
money ; his Ungovernable pride ; and his unbounded 
lull (even to the commiflion, it is faid, of the fin. 
a^ainfl nature;) will for ever, and indelibly, flaia 
lus memory. H« left no iffue by his wife^ Berenr 
gueHa of Navarre. 

28. (7.) JOHN. (A. D. 119^— r2r6.) ' 

Prince John fucceeded to the throne, folely by 
teftamentary right, i. e. by virtue of his brother's 
will ; to the prejudice of Arthur,, duke of Bretagne, 
fon to Geoffrey, (third fon of Henry II.) John's 
elder brother. [It fliould have been obferved, in 
its proper place, that prince John was,, in* the reign 
of his father Henry, A. Dv 1185, made chief gover- 
nor of Ireland. The king intended to have crowned 
him monarch of that iiland, and the Pope had, for 
that purpofe, fent over a crown of peacock's feathers 
interwoven with gold: but, on feeond thoughts, 
Henry laid afide his defign, for fear of ftrengthen- 
ingthe ambition, and enflaming the jealoufy of his 
other fon Richard. John was well received in his. 
government, at firft ; but, ia a (hort time, fo ali- 
neated the hearts of the Irifh, that Henry was 
obliged to recall him..] 

John's r^ign in England "was a feries ©f distquiet 
and misfortune, both to himfelf Md kis people. The 
chief events were thefe. 

t. The 



t. Thelofsof almoft all the Eh^Uh domitiibm 
in France, conquered from him \y§ Pfiilip Au^* 
guftus, the French king. 

2. A. D. 1215, the barons take arms in the eia;u(r 
of liberty; make themfelres mafters of London $ 
and beiiege the king, in the Tower : who is forced to 
yield, and, in faft, throw himfelf on their mercy. J[a 
confequence of this fuccefs,^ 

3* They oblige him' to fign l^gna Charta^ whicb 
he does in the open air^ in a meadow called Runne^ 
mead, between Staines and Windibr, Jnne 5, 1215-, 
at the fame time, he (igned the Charter of Forefts^ 

4. John, who had figned thefe chartefs with no 
intention to keep them, got the Pope to abfolvt 
him of his oath. Retiring to the Ifte of Wight, he 
waits the arrival of foreign troops whom he liad lent 
iofi ; on whoie coming, as they did in (hoals,: the 
barons retreat to jLondon ; and the whole kingdom 
is ravag^ by a mercilefs army of foreign favag;es» 
divided into two bodies, one headed byjohn him- 
ielff the other by. his natxiiral brother William (fir-^ 
Qamed Longfword) earl of Saliibury, kirig Henry^y 
fon by Rofamond CUfibrd. Never was England m 
fo fad a condition. The confederate barons, \% 
defpair, makeano&r of the crown to prince Lewis 
(fon of Philip, kii^ of France) wha afterwavdi 
mounted the French throne; by the name of Lewis 
VIIL King Philip promifes to affift them> vaflr 
preparations are made in France; prince Lewis^ ia 
the beginning of 1216, lands at Sandwich^ takes 
Rocheiter, and fees himfelf, on a fudden,. mafter 
of almoft all the fouth of England. But, 

5* The meaneft thing, which even John the mean* 
eft as well as worft of princes, ever did, was his le* 
fignation of his crown on his knees, to Pandfulph^ 
the Pope^s legate^ in Dover church, A. D. 1213. 
Helayed the crown, and other regalia, at Pan- 
dulph's feet (as reprcfentative of thePope;} dSfer- 
ingat th« fame tintc, a fwi s& inoiiey» by way of 
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tribute, which the humble 4e^tc, to (hew the psai^ 
deur of his mailer, fpumed with his foot. John thoi 
iigned a relignation of the kingdom of England and 
lordfliip of Ireland, to the Pope. The l^te Jupt 
the crown and fceptre five days ; and then teftored 
them to John, as a vaflal of the holy fee« The next 
year, 12 14, he refigns his crown a lecond time to 
the Pope [who was Innocent the XllthJ in the per- 
fon of Pandulph, at Wcftminfter. 

Whilil Lewis is in England, John, after the 
misfortune of loiing all his bagga^ by a flood, in 
the marlhes on the borders of Lincolnihire and 
Norfolk, iaMs fick, and dies at Newark, Oftober 18, 
1 21 6, and is buried, without pomp, at WordeAer. 

From every part of his condu^, both before and 
after his accdffion to the cr6wn, it is evident, that 
John was one of the word men that ever livedo 
and one of the word kings that ever reigned. 

29. (8.) HENRY TIL (A.D. 1216—1272.) 

Henry, fon to John by his third wife, Ifitbel^ of 
Angouleme, fucceeded his father, at the age of ten 
years. Prince Lewis of France was ftill in the 
kingdom, puQiing his conquefts. But, after the 
coronation of young Henry, Lewis meeting with 
little fuccefs, returns to France, A. D. 121 7. 

Henry proved a very bad king ; though bad as he 
was, he appeared to fome advantage, after the reign 
of a worfe, bis father and predeceflor* 

Henry's genius was wretched and defpicable, he 
was a ilave to his favoiuites ; and, by his high no^ 
tions of kingly power, made both himielf and his 
people unhappy. He was haughty, capricious, de« 
ceitful, and covetous ; yet though covetous, her was 
not rich ; not having fenfe enough to manage the 
money he fo infatiably thirfted after* His treat* 
ment of the jDarons ; his confirmations and viola* 
tions of the charters, demonftrate, that he paid no 
Ibrt of regard to his wo|*d, his bond, or tl^ moft 

folemn 
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fokmn oaths. But, with all his other vices^ he was 
BOt incontinent. In a word^ there have been, in 
fomc refpeds, worfe kings in England; but few 
chanifters more truly contemptible, than Henry the 
third. James the firfl, if any» exceeding him in 
the latter. 

Returnii^ from Norwich, A. D. 1272, (where 
he had been to punifh fome rioters) be was taken ill 
at St. Edmund's Bury ; but, continuing his journey, 
reached London, where he died the fixteenth of 
November, ^/. 66, n^. 56, and was buried at 
Weftminfter. By his wife, Eleanor of Provence, he 
had two fons, Edward and Edmund; the form^ of 
whom fucceeded him. 

30. {9.) EDWARD L (A.D. 1272— 1307.} 

Edward (the firft of that name, fince the Con- 

aueft; but the fourth from Egbert) furnamed Long-* 
lanks, was in Sicily when his father's death wa» 
notified to him. The Englifh had conceived a very^ 
great efteem for him, during the late reign, owing to 
Uie proofs he had given both of his valour and 
demency; he fucceeded without oppofition, the 
barons even fwearing allegiance to him in his aly> 
fence. He did xkA arrive in England^ until the year 
12^4 ; after which he was prefently crowned. The 
chief events of his reign were, 

I. His wars with Lewellyn, prince of Wales;:. 
which, at length, A. D. 1282, ended in his entire 
sedudion of that important country (by the battle 
ef Snowdon, in Caernarvonfhire, in which Lewelljri^ 
forces were defeated, and himfeli flatn;) which, 
A. D. 1283, he united to England. After his vie-' 
tory, Edward builds the caftfe oi Aberconway, at the 
foot of Snowdon-hill. A. D. 1284, the king had a 
foi^ (afterwards the unfortunate Edward TL) born af 
Caernarvon. 

z. A. D. 1296, in the battle of Dunbar, he con*; 
quers Balid, lung of Scotland j ;foon after virKvck^p 
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Baliol comes to Kincardin, where Edward wa^, afidf 
Unttkes a formal refignation of his kingdom to Ed- 
ward ; figning at the fame time, an mftrument of 
«3(:prefs conveyance, to which the great feal of Scot-- 
land was affixed, and the greateft part of the Scotch 
barons likewife fet their hands. Afterwards, Edward 
teceived homage from the ftates of Scotland, who, 
repairing to Berwick, fwore allegiance to him. 

9^ Now it was, that Edward removed the Scotch 
legalia into England; together with the famous 
ftone, on which the inauguration of the Scotch . 
kings was always performed. The hiftory of this / 
ftone is as follows : Keneth II. king of Scots, hav-* 
ing, A. D. 840 (foon after the fucceffion of Ethel- 
^^wulph, the fecond king of England) given the Pifts 
a total defeat, near the monaftery of Scone, placed 
a ftone there (which fabulous tradition reported to 
be the fame that ferved Jacob for a pillow,) and in- 
clofed it in a wooden chair, for the inauguration of 
the kings. It had been brought out of Spain into 
Ireland, by Simon Breccus ; afterwards, out of Ire- 
land into Scotland. This ftone the Scots, for many 
ages, looked upon as their palladium ; on the pre- 
fervation of which, and its continuance in their 
nation, depended their fovereignty and independency 
as a kingdom. On it was engraved the following 
diftich : 

" Ni fallat fatunij Scott qtmunque hcaitm 
" Uvtnient lapidem, regnare tenentur ibidem.** 

This ftone Edward conveyed to Weftminfter Abbey^ 
(where it ftill continues) to make the Scots believe 
that the time appointed for the diflfolution of their 
monarchy was really come. 

3. The next year, A. D. 1297, ^^ William 
Wallace, a man of mean birth, but great genius^ 
excites the Scots to revolt. Matters come to that 
pafs, that, in 1299, all the Englifti ate forcibly 
driven out of Scotland. A, D. 1306, Edward car- 
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ries his, arms into Scotland, and a third time, fees 
Himfelf mafter of that kingdom. Btit another revo- 
lution happening there foon after, ^ward, ex- 
iafperated to the Tatt degree, refolved (to ufe his owii 
phrafe) " utterly to deftroy all Scotland, from fea 
to fea." 

Vail preparations were made ; an army was ga* 
thered» the fined England had ever feen ; Edward 
marches to Carlifle, with fiiU intent to make good 
his threats. But Providence fuddenly put an end 
to his days and his projefts. Finding himfelf taken 
ill, and knowing he (hould die, he fent for his fon, 
and exborted him to tbefe three things : 

1 . Vigoroully to puflx the war againft Scotland, 
and to carry his bones with him, at the head of the 
army. 

2. Never to recall Gavefton (an infamous young 
man, a great favourite with the prince, but whom 
the king had formerly banilhed, as a corrupter of 
his fon). 

. 3. To fend his heart to the Holy Laiid. 

Then, defirous, if polfible, to die in Scotland, % 
country he had thrice conquered ; he moved, by 
eafy journies, toward that kingdom. When he had 
advanced as far as the little town of Burgh upon the 
Sands, in Cumberland, he there refigned his laft 
breath, July 7, 1307, aeed fixty-eight, after a moft 
glorious reien of more than thirty-four years and an 
half. His body was removed to Weftminfter, and 
interred n^ar Edward the Confeffor : upon his tomb 
Js this line ; 

" Edwardus primus^ Scotorim Malleus^ hie efi^^ 

He was remarkably tall and handfome ; but ftill 
more diftinguiflied by the excellencies of bis mind. 
His virtue was both eminent and univerfal ; if we 
except his implacable enmity to Scotland, and his 
^simbition 5 of which latter he had, perhaps, too great 
^ (hare. His only furviving fon, by his wife, Eleanor 

5& 
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of Caftile, was liis fucceflbr, who afcended the throne 
by the name of 

3u (lo.) EDWARD 11. (A. D. 1307—1317.) 

The fecond of this 'name, fince the Conqueft ; the 
fifth fince Eg^t. He was commonly called, Ed- 
ward of Caernarvon, from the place or his nativity. 
No fooner was be on the throne, than, in violation 
of his oath made to h» father fome ycart back, and 
«f his promife to him on his death-bed, he recalls 
his old favourite. Piers GaveftcHi (he was a GafcOA 
by birth ^ the handfomeft young man of his age, 
and as profligate as handfome,) which was the ori*- 
ginal fpring of all his troubles afterwards. A. D, 
1 311, he is obliged by the barons to rebanifli 
Gavefton ; but within a few months,' recalls him. 
A civil war being raifed^ Gavefton is bcGeged and 
taken, in Scarborough Caftle, by the carl of Pem- 
broke, and his head is prcfently after ftruck off, by 
the earl of Warwick, A. D. 13 19, a new brace of 
favourites having fucceeded Gavefton in the king's 
affections, viz. the two Spencers, father and fon, 
Edward is forced to banifli thefe two ; but quick- 
ly recalls them. At length, A. D. 1326, his queen, 
Ifabel of France (infamous for her affeftion to Roger 
Mortimef, the younger ; to which, however, me 
was, probably, firft induced by the king^s criminal 
paffion for the late Gavefton, and afterwards by the 
continual infults and mortifications (he was forced 
to put up with from the fucceeding favourites) 
found means to raife a faftion againft him ; which 
faftion, being fupported by her brother Charles the 
Fair, king or France, ends in Edward^s depofition^ 
A. D. 1327, by his own parliament, which declare 
his fon (Edward III.) king in his room. But the 
prince, being unwilling to accept the crown, with- 
out his father's confcnt, folemnly voWed he never 
would t on which, the parliament fend deputies to 
Edward, now in confinement at Kenelworth Caftle^ 

to 
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to perfuade, or rather force him, to refign the crown 
to his fon ; which, finding there was no remedy, he 
was obliged to do. Thus ended the reign of Ed- 
ward H ; a prince^ not entirely deftitute of all good 
qualities, but of a very mean capacity^ and ruined 
by an obftinate attachment to his favourites, whom 
he would never willingly part with, though petition* 
cd ever fo humbly and frequently by an mjured na* 
tion. [This unfortunate monarch, after his depofir 
tion, way kept prifoner, by his wife, in Kenelworth 
Caftle, for fome time : but dreading his reftoration, 
|hc, in concert with her paramour, Koger Mortimer, 
ordiercd Sir John Maltravers and Sir Thomas Gur- 
ney to remove Edward from Kenelworth to Berkeley 
CarfUe : where he was very foon murdered in his 
bed. A pillow was firft laid on his mouth,* to pre- 
vent his cries from being heard ; and then, thrufting 
a pipe of horn up bis body, they ran a red-hot iron 
through that, and fo burnt his bowels. All thb 
happened in the year 1327. He lies in Glouceftcr 
Cathedral. As to queen Ifabel (her fon, the young 
king, being a minor) ftie and Mortimer, earl erf 
March, feized on the government until the netr 
king fhould come of age : and, partly by their in^ 
femous and avowed pa&on for each other ; and, 
partly, through the haughty and oppreflive manner 
in which they governed ; the king her fon, A. D. 
?330, ftript her not only of her power, but alfo of 
ficr dowry, and confindd her to her houfe at Rifingv 
near London, where, after an imprifonment of 
twenty-eight years, Ihe died. A, D. 1358. As to her 
gallant, the earl of March, being impeached of high 
trealbn, before the parliament, and found guilty, 
he was hanged, drawn, and quartered at Tybura 
(then called Elms,) A. D. 1330. His defccndants, 
t)y the female line, mounted, stfterwards, the throne; 
fis we fliall fee hereafter : [viz, Edward IV. Edward 
y, and Richard III.] 

3z. (II.) 
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32. (II.) EDWARD in. (viO 
(A.D. 13*7— 1377-) 

Called, from the place of his birth^ Edward of 
Windfojr. His reign was long and glorious ; o^ 
which the chief events were, 

1 . The downfal of his mother, queen Ifabel, and 
Mortimer, A. D- 1330, as related above. 

2. The birth of his (on, prince Edward, at Wood^ 
ftodc, A. D. 1330, who proved one of the greateft 
oxnaments to mankind, that this or any joation ever 
produced. From a fuit of black armour, which he 
ufually wore in fight, he was called Edward the 
Black Prince. He was made duke of Cornwall^ 
A. D. 1337, and was the firft perfon that ever bore 
the dignity of duke in England* He married his 
coufin, Johanju, of Kent (commonly called the 
Fair,) Countefs Dowager of HoUand, and daughter 
d( Edmund, earl of Kent, who was beheaded in the 
beginning of this reign, by the intrigues of Ifabel 
and Mortimer. By her he had one (on, afterwards 
Jlichard II. Prince Edward died of a fever, June 8, 
1^76, at. 46, inexprelfibly lamented by the king 
his father, and the whole nation. He lies in the 
cathedral of Canterbury. It was faid of him (as it 
was afterwards of the duke of MarlhorMigh) that he 
never went on an expedition, m which he did riot 
focceed ; nor ever uiidertook ja fiege, which he did 
not carry. 

3. A- D. 1333, King Edward^ by gaining the 
battle of Halydon-hill, reduces Berwick upon 
Tweed, and annexes it for ever to the crown of 
England. In this, and two or three of the follow- 
ing years, he, more than once, makes himfelf mafter 
of Scotland. 

4. A. D. 1340, he afTumes the title of king of 
France, and quarters the arms of that kingdom with 

bis 
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his own ; fubjoining, for motto, Dieu & man droit. 
[N. B. Upon the death of Charles the Fair, king of 
France, in 1329, Edward, as nephew of that 
monarch (who was brother to Ifabel, the queen 
dowdger of England, mother of Edward) laid claim 
to the crown. But, Philip de Valois fucceeding by 
virtue of the falique law, Edward took the firft op- 
portunity of making war upon him.] 

5. The year 1^46 was remarkable for the famous 
battle of Crefly, m which kin^ Edward, and his glo- 
rious fon, the Black Prince, did wonders almoft more 
than human. With an army of 30,000 men they 
beat Philip, at the head of 100,000. Edward, fee- 
ing that viftory would probably declare for his 
troops, putpofely leaves the honour of the day to his 
fon, and flood off, on a rifing ground, where he 
could fee the ifTue of the fight. The prince having 
routed the greater part of the French forces, there 
yet remained one body to reduce, commanded by 
the king of Bohemia. Toward this, the heroic 
prince direfted his fleps. The enemy give way ; 
multitudes drop ; the remainder fly, and are pur- 
sued with incredible flaughter. The old king of 
Bohemia Was flain, as he wiflied to be, fighting for 
France ; and his flandard Ton which were em- 
broidered, in gold, three oflnch feathers, with this 
motto, Ich DieHy i. e. I ferve, alluding to his being 
in the fervice of France) was taken and brought to 
the Black Prince, who, in memory of the event, 
bore, from thenceforward, three oftrich feathers in 
his coronet (as his fuccefTors have done ever fince,) 
and adopted the motto for his own. In this famous 
battle, the Englilh firfl made ufe of cannon : a 
thing yet unheard of among the French. The field 
of aftion were the plains between Abberville and 
CrcfTy, in Picardy. The day was Saturday, Auguft 
24. France lofl elevecyprinces ; upwards of eighty 
flandards ; 1 200 knignte ; and about 30,000 fol- 
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diers. The Black Prince was juft turned of the fix- 
tcenth year of his age, at this, time. 

6. A. D. 1347, the king takes Calais (which 
continued in the hands of the Englifti, until the 
reign of Mary the bloody, when it was taken, for the 
French king, by the duke of Guife, A. D. 1558.) 

7. In 1348, one half of the nation is fwept away 
by a moft dreadful plague^ 

8. Philip de Valois, the French king^ ^yi^ig iik 
1350, is fucceeded by his fon, John; who beings 
A. i). 1356, taken prifoner by the Black Prince,, 
at the battle of Poiftiers, is,, the year following, con- 
duced to London. Thus there were, at one time^ 
two kings prifoners in England ; John, of France y 
and David, king of Scotland, who was confined at 
Odiham, in Hampfhire. 

9. The king inftitutes the Order of the Garter, 
A.D. 1349. 

10. In 1359, he ravages France, to the very gates 
of Paris. 

11. In 1369, dies Edward's queen, Philippa of 
Hainault y to whom he had been married forty -two 
years, and who was, in every refpeft, a moft excel- 
lent princefs. She lies at Weftminfter. 

12.. A. D. 1377^ that eminent inftrument of God, 
John WicklifF, began to make a great figure. 

And this fame year,^ dies king Edward, of the 
fliingles, at Shene (now Richmond, near London) 
June 21 y OH. regn. 51, ^/. 65. He lies in the church 
of Weftminfter. 

In this prince's general charafter, every thing,, 
that is great and good, was united. His greateft 
foible was his falling in love with Alice Pierce (wha 
had been lady of the bed-chamber, to his late 
queen,) in his old age, A.^D.. 1376, and making 
her his miftrefs,. againft' the united voice of his par- 
liament and kingdom. Bjjfc||^here is virtue with out 
a foil ? * ' 
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33, (12.) RICHARD II. (A.D. 1377— 1399.) 
furnamed, of Bourdeaux. 

King Edward was fucceeded by his grandfon, 
Richard (only fon of Edward the Black Prince, by 
Johanna of Kent.) 

Were virtue hereditary, this prince had been an 
ornament to the throne : but in every quality, he 
was the reverfe of his illuftrious father. He acced- 
ed to the crown, at eleven years of age. His uncles, 
John (rf Gaunt, duke of Lancafter ; and Edmund of 
Langley, earl of Cambridge (afterwards duke of 
York) govern the ftatc, until 1380 \ when Thomas 
de Beauchamp, earl of Warwick, is made fole go- 
vernor of the king. 

In 1381, happened the infurredlion of Wat Tyler; 
and, the fame year, Richard marries Ann of Luxem- 
burgh, lifter of the emperor Wenceflaus. 

About this time the king's difpofition began to 
fhow itfelf. He appeared to be totally void of 
merit, but moft extravagantly conceited : a flave to 
his pleafures ; and a dupe to flatterers, whom, un- 
fortunately, he looked upon as his only friends. 
A. D. 1386, the nation is threatened with ah inva- 
fion from France ; on which Richard calls a parlia- 
ment, who Tefufes to fupply him, except he difmifles 
his favouries ; (the chief of whom were, Alexander 
Naville, archbifliop of York \ Robert de Vcre, earl 
of Oxford, a moft abandoned young man, but a 
darling of Richard's ; Michael de la Pole, a mer- 
chant's fon, of London; and judge Trefilian.)— 
Richard refufes, and treats the parliament with* the 
utmoft difrefpeft, indecency, and contempt : but is, 
at length, forced to comply. After this, the pariia* 
ment, as guardians of ^e nation they reprefented, 
found themfelves obligelP fo far to confult the com- 
mon fafety, as to appoint fourteen commidioners, 
to govern jointly with the kin^. 
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No fooner is the parliament broke, than he recalfe 
his favourites, and loads them with greater honours 
than ever. In concert with thefe, A. D. 1387, be 
forms the defign of making himfelf abfolute ; and 
even gets the judges to decide, that the king is 
above law. The barons are neceflitated to take up 
arms in their own and the people's defence ; on which, 
Richard refolves to go over into France, and, by the 
furrender of Calais and Cherburgh to the French 
king, obtains forces of him, to reduce and inflavc 
his fubjeAs ; but, the barons happily difcovering 
the plot, it comes to nothing. At length, A. D- 
1397, he lb manages, as to pack a parliament to his 
mind ; which he adjourns from V/eftminfter to 
Shrewfbury (whence thisf infamous aflembly got the 
name of the Shrewfbury Parliament) ; where they 
carry the kingly power higher than any Englilh 
monarch had yet pretended to. A. D, 1398, he- 
confifcates to himfelf all the eftates of feventeen 
whole counties. This year dies John of Gaunt, 
duke of Lancafter, Richard's uncle. A. D. 1399, 
being in Ireland, to quell a rebellion there^ a con- 
fpiracy is formed againft him here. The Englilh 
nialecontents invited over from Prance (whither he 
had been moft unjuftly banilhed by Richard, who 
had alfb confifcated his whole eftate,) Henry (pre- 
fently after Henry IV.) duke of Hereford; or, 
father, duke of Lancafter. This prince was firft 
coufin to Richard ; being fon to John of Gaunt, 
duke of Lancafter, who was fourth fon to Edward 
III. Richard's grandfather. Duke Henry, upon 
the ftrength of this invitation, lands at Ravenfpur, 
in Yorklhire ; and foon fees himfelf joined, in efFeft, 
by almoft the whole kingdom. Some time after, 
Richard lands at Milford- haven, from Ireland, and, 
being at a lofs which way to turn, fliuts himfelf up 
in the caftle of Aberconway. Hither the duke of 
Lancafter fends deputies to him^ To thefe, Richard 
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makes the offer of refigning his crown, on condition 
that his own life, and the lives of eight more, to be 
named by him, (hould be preferred; and an 
honourable penfion be affigned to himfelf. Upon 
this he is removed to Flint Caftle, where he and the 
duke of Lancafter have jm interview. From hence 
they travel together to London ; where Richard is 
confined in the Tower. On September 29, the 
duke, attended with a great number of lords, goes 
to him (the day before the parliament was to meet); 
when Richard delivers up the regalia, and, with his 
own hand, figns an inftrument, wherein he confeffes 
himfelf unworthy and unfit to reign. The next day, 
the parliament being met, articles of accufation 
were drawn up, confifting of thirty-three particu- 
lars ; after which, the parliament, with one confent, 
pronounced him depofed. On this, the duke of 
Lancafter, ftanding up, and crofling himfelf, claims 
the crown ; which is unanimoufly adjudged to him. 

Thus ended the reign of Richard !!• who firft 
fufFered himfelf to be corrupted by flatteiy ; next, 
obftinately adhered to his flatterers, though ex- 
claimed againft by all his people ; and laftly, to 
complete his misfortunes, aimed at rendering him- 
felf arbitrary and defpotic : which three things were 
the united fource of his ruin. 

[After his depofition, he was foon removed, by 
Henry, from the Tower of London, to Pontefrad: 
Caftle, where he came by an unnatural end, in Fe- 
bruary, 1400. Some fay, that he was ftarved to 
death : others, that he was run through with a 
fivord, by Sir Piers Exton, who (they add) repaired 
to Pontefraft for that very purpofe. He died, aged 
thirty-three years ; of which he had reigned twenty- 
two. His body was indecently buried at King^s 
Langley, in Herts ; but afterwards honourably re- 
moved to Weftminfter, by Henry V. th? firft ye^r 
of his reign.] 
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34. (13.) HENRY IV. (A.D, I399~i4i30 

Thus Henry IV. mounted the throne. He was, 
as faid above, fon to John of Gaunt, duke of Lan- 
cafter (fon to Edward the third, by queen Philippa) 
by his firft wife, Blanch of Artois. Duke Henry's 
right was, no doubt, unqueftionable in itfelf, becaufe 
it was a parliamentary one : but ftill, if we go by 
hereditary fucceflion, there was one nearer the 
crown than he^ viz. Edmund Mortimer, earl of 
March ; who married Philippa, daughter to Lionel, 
duke of Clarence, third fon of Edward III. by vir- 
tue of which marriage, the earl was (had the nation 
confented) next heir to the, crown. 

Prefently after Henry's acceffion, the parliament 
(not that which had depofed Richard) pad this ex- 
traordinary fentence on the late king ; viz. " That 
he fliould be confined during life ; and Ihould him- 
felf be the very firft perfon put to death, if any 
fliould attempt his deliverance.*' A confpiracy be- 
ing formed againft Henry the next year, was, no 
doubt, the occafion of Richard's untimely death, as 
related above, purfuant to fentence of parliament. 

Henry, every time he went to bed, had his crown 
laid upon his pillow. Some time before he died, 
being fallen into fo ftrong a fit, that he was fuppofed 
to have breathed his laft, his fon, prince Henry, 
(afterwards the glorious Henry V.) took it up and 
carried it away. The king, coming to himfelf, and 
miffing the crown, enquired what was become of it ? 
Being told, he fent for his fon, and afked him, 
*' whether he meant to rob him of his royalty, even 
before he was dead ?" The prince, after a dutiful 
and affectionate anfwer, laid the crown in its place 
again. 

Henry died March 20, 141 3, at* 46, having 
reigned thirteen years and an half, wanting a few 
days. He was far from making any great figure, 
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while on the throne ; nor yet was he defpicable ; 
cfpecially in point of valour. His main care was, 
to preferve the crown he had acquired \ which, tot- 
Stering more than once, made him fpend his days in 
a jealoufy, fufpicion, and continual alarm, hardly 
compatible with true peace of mind. 

He was furnamed, of Bollingbroke, a town in Lin- 
colnfliire, the place of his nativity. 

The Httle regard he (hewed for the liberties of his 
people ; the death of Richard, his predeceflbr 5 and 
his being the firfl: burner of the Wickliffites ; will be 
everlafting blots in bis fame. He lies in the ca- 
thedral of Canterbury. By his firft wife, Maiy 
Bohun (daughter of Humphrey de Bohun, earl of 
Hereford,) he had, befides two daughters, four 
(bns ; namely, Henry, his fucceffor ; Thomas dujce 
of Clarence; John, duke of Bedford; and Hum^- 
phrey, created duke of Gloucefter, by his brother, 
Henry V. 

In Henry IV's reign, flourilhed William of Wick- 
Jiam, and Chaucer the poet. 

IS' (j4.) HENRY V. (A. D. 1413--1422.) 

Surnamed of Monmouth, fucceeded his father. 
{He was, from his very childhood, of a warlike, en- 
terprifing difpofition; which his father obferving 
with jealoufy, he was foon excluded from all civil 
^nd military employ. Reduced thus to a ftate of 
idlenefs, his adtive genius would not fufFer him to 
lie ftill : he accordingly gave into all the excefles, 
which a prince of fpirit and vivacity, corrupted by a 
fet of young courtiers and flatterers, can be fuppofed 
to allow himfelf in. His court was the receptacle of 
libertines, bufFpons and parafites, And yet, amid 
all his extravagances, fome rays of generofity, virtue, 
and magnanimity, would difcover themfelvcs on oc- 
cafion. A particular inftance of his moderation, 
gave hopes to the people, that he would, one day, 
prove a bcneftcenf king. A favourite fervant of his 
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being, in the vcar 1412, arraigned for felony, before 
William Gaicoigne, the lord chief juftice ; prince 
Henry, in hope of over-awing the judge by his pre- 
fence, fat by during the trial. But his prefence not 
hindering the condemnation of the criminal, the 
prince was fo enraged, that he gave the judffe a box 
on the ear. The magnanimous chief juftice im- 
mediately ordered him to be arretted on the fpot, 
and committed prifoner tb the King's Bench. The 
prince, confcious of his rafhnefs, and ftruck, no 
doubt, with the impartiality and intrepidity of the 
jud^e, fufFered himfelf to be led away to prifon, like 
a private perfon, without offering the leaft refiftance. 
He is faid to have carried his frolics fo far, as, 
among other pranks, to difguife himfelf, and lay in 
wait for the receivers of his father's revenues, and, 
in the perfon of a highwayman, to fet upon and rob 
them. In fuch rencounters, he fometimes happened 
to be foundly beat ; but always rewarded luch of 
his father's officers, as made the ftouteft refiftance. 
In thefe wild fallies, the famous Sir John Faftolff, 
(corruptly called Falftaff) was ufually one.] 

Upon his acceffion, he difmifles all his former 
riotous companions ; chufes a council, compofed of 
perfons moft eminent for integrity and ability j and 
gave indifputable proofs of a total reformation.— 
This great prince, oh Odober 25, 141 5, with an 
army of lels than 10,000 men, beat the French 
army, confifting of 150,000. This memorable bat- 
tle was fought in Artois, near the caftle of Azin- 
court 5 from which the battle itfelf has taken it's 
name. In fliort, within the courfe of four or five 
years, Henry made himfelf mafter of almoft all 
France. At length, he died of a flux (others fay, of 
an acute fever, attended with a dyfentery : and 
Peter Baffett, who was his chamberlain, that he 
died of a pleurify,) at Vincennes, near Paris, Auguft 
31, 1422, aged thirty-four, after a fhort, but moft 
glorious reign of between nine and t^n years. He 
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was a prince, who raifed the Englifli name, and his 
own, to the higheft pitch of glory. He poffefled 
every qualification, bothof body and mind, requifite 
to form the beft, the greateft, and moft amiable of 
men. His feverity to the Lollards, in the beginning 
of his reign ; and particularly his fufFering that great 
and good man, Sir John Oldcaftle, baron of Cob- 
ham, to fall a facrifice to the bigotry and cruelty of 
Thomas Arundel, archbifhop of Canterbury; was 
the greateft, perhaps the only real. Wot in his reign. 
His body was brought into England, and buried at 
Weftminfter. His queen (Catherine of France, 
whom he married in 1419,) caufed a ftatue of 
filver gilt, as large as the life, and extremely like ' 
him, to be laid on his tomb : but, about the latter 
end of Henry VHL the head being of mafly filver, 
was broken off and carried away, together with 
the plates of filver, that covered his trunk, which 
now remains alone, and is heart of oak. By his 
queen, he left only one fon, an infant ; who fuc- 
ceeded him, by the name of 

36.(15.) HENRY VI. (A. D. 1422—1461.) 

This mean and unfortunate prince was but nine 
months old, when his father died. John, duke of 
Bedford, and Humphrey, duke of Gloucefter, (fons 
to Henry IV. brothers of the late, and uncles of 
the reigning king) are made the chief managers of af- 
fairs, the firft in France, the latter in England. 
They conduded their adminiftrations with the 
greateft fidelity to their nephew, and with a prudence 
and vigour, which proved them to be perfons of 
the moft eminent abilities. The Englilh affairs 
went on well in France, until the year 1429, when 
Joan of Arc (a village in Lorrain, where ftie was 
born) was raifed up by Providence to turn the 
balance of fuccefs in favour of the French. [This 
extraordinary young wornan (commonly called, thie 
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Maid of Orleans, from her being prefent, when the 
Englifli were forced to raile the liege of that city j 
was afterwards taken prifoner by the duke of Bur- 
gundy, at the fiege of Compiegne, and delivered up 
to the duke of Bedford, who had her tried and burnt 
foT a witch at Roan, where fhe was executed. May 
30, 1431.1 Notwithftanding a long train of loffe^ 
and misfortunes on our fide, Henry, being about 
nine years old, goes over, and is crowned king of 
France, at Paris, in 1430, 

A. D, 1444, Henry marries Margaret of Anjou: 
who, inftantly perceiving the weaknefs of his genius, 
fo managed, as to rule him abfolutely, from the 
very day of her arrival. A. D. 1447, was remark- 
able for the ii^urder of that noble, heroic, and ami- 
able prince, Humphrey, duke of Gloucefter ; whom 
Margaret could never forgive, becaufe he oppofed 
her qaarriage with the king his nephew. She there- 
fore ■ joined with William de la Pole, marquis of 
Suffolk ; Henry Beaufort (great uncle to the king 
and) bifliop of Winchefter; and others of that 
faftion, to accomplifli his deftruftion. Being im- 
prifoned, on fome falfe pretence, at Edmonfbury, 
where the parliament was then fitting, he was found, 
•the next morning, dead in his bed. This, and 
many other a6ts of violence, quite alienated the 
people from the queen and her miniftry : who, at 
length, became fo arbitrary and oppreffive, that Rich- 
ard, duke of York (defcended from Lionel, duke of 
Clarence, fon of Edward the third) began to caft a 
longing eye on the crown. With this view, he, at 
feveral different times, raifes armies. Particularly, in 
1455, he engages with Henry, at St. Alban's : where 
Henry not only lofes the viftory, but is likewife 
taken prifoner by the duke of York, by whom he is 
refpeftfully condufted to London : where the parlia- 
ment made the duke proteftor of England •, thejfo- 
vereignty being ftill veiled in the king. A. D. 
1460, the queen and her miniftry form a projeft of 
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putting all the Yorkifts to death ; on which the 
duke of York, with other lords, put themfelves at 
the head of 40,000 men. Queen Margaret, who 
was aflembling her forces at Coventry, marches to- 
ward London, in order to give the Yorkifts b^ttle.- 
The earl of March (prefently after Edward IV.) 
fon of the duke of York, together with two other 
lords, is detached, at the head of 25,000 men, to 
meet her. The two armies engage near Northampr 
ton ; where Margaret is defeated, king Henry (who 
was in her camp) taken prifoner; and the enter- 
prizing queen is forced to fly into the north. But, in 
the battle of Wakefield, foon after, Margaret is fuc- 
cefsful, and the duke of York flain : which his fon 
Edward, earl of March, hearing, lofes neither his 
courage nor his hopes. Heading his troops, he der 
feats the earl of Pembroke (near Mortimer's Crofs, 
in Hcrefordlliire,) who had been fent againft him 
by Margaret. The young earl, marching imme- . 
diately to London, Margaret retires to the north. 
On his arrival in the city, he is received with open 
arms and univerfal acclamations. Henry is de- 
pofcd, by the joint confent of the people, and fuch 
of the nobility, magiftracy, and gentry, as were in 
town ; and the earl of March mounts the throne, 
\>^ tliename of 

37. (16.) EDWARD IV. (vii.) (A. D. 
1461— 1483.) 

[Thus ended, at prefent, the reigri of Henry VL 
Incapacity for public affairs, and a ftupid infenfi- 
bility of misfortune, appear to have been his chief 
charadteriftics. He was, however, remarkably moral ; 
or rather innocent : not fo much from principle, as 
for want of fenfe, fpirit, and aftivity, to be other- 
wife. After his marriage, queen Margaret (a woman 
of unbounded haughtinefs, and infatiably fond of 
power) was the governing pcrfon : arid by endea- 
vouring 
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vouring to render the king (or, rather, herfelf, who, 
with her corrupt fet of favourites, did every thing) 
abfolute mafter of the lives and properties of his 
iubjefts, occafioned her own, her hufband's and her 
fon's ruin, together with the ruin of the whole houfe 
of Lancafler. It may not be amifs, to obferve, in 
this place, that Henry was, by the earl of War- 
wick's faftion, releafed from the Tower, on Oftober 
zc^ 1470, and reftored to the throne: on which 
kmg Edward (who was forced to take (helter in the 
dominions of his brother-in-law, the duke of Bur- 
gundy) was, by the parliament which was called 
loon after, declared a traitor -, his paternal eftates 
confifcated ; and the ftatutes of his reign annulled. 
But on the fourteenth of March following, Edward 
lands at Ravenfpur, in Yorkfhire; and, getting to* 
gether fome forces, marched to London : which 
opening her gates to him, he made his public entry 
into the city, April 17, 147 1. Mean while, Henry^ 
who feemed born for no other end than to be the 
fport and football of fortune, was re-committed to 
the Tower, from whence, about fix months before, 
he had been taken to remount the throne. Henry 
did not long furvive this reverie of fortune : for 
Edward foon after, gaining the famous battle of 
Tewkefbury (in which queen Margaret was taken 
prifoner, together with her fon prince Edward, and 
her general, Edmund Beaufort, duke of Somerfet,) 
the unfortunate Henry was difpatched in his con- 
finement : fome fay by the hands of Richard, duke 
of Gloucefter, (afterwards Richard the third,) the 
brother of king Edward. As to queen Margaret, 
fhe was, upon the lofs of that battle, (hut up in the 
Tower of London ; where (he remained a prifoner, 
till A. D. 1475, when Ihe was ranfomed by her 
father (Rene, of Anjou, king of Sicily) for 50,000 
crowns. As to her fop, the heroic prince Edward, 
who was eighteen years of age, he was foon difpatchr 

ed 
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cd in cold blood ; and the duke of Somerfet quickly 
loft his head on the fcafFold.] 

King Edward was chiefly indebted, for his ad- 
vancement, to Richard Neville, earl of Warwick. 
And through his incurring the refentment of this earl, 
he had, two or three years after, almoft loft forever 
the crown he had gained by his means. The affair 
was this. In 1465, Edward fends the earl of War- 
wick on embafly to the French king, Lewis XL The 
earl's bufmefs was to demand Bona of Savoy, in 
marriage, for his mafter. Lewis confents, and War- 
wick is not a little pleafed with the fuccefs of his 
negociation. But while this affair was tranfafting in 
.France, Edward falls in love at home with Elizabeth 
Woodville, whom he faw by accident in North- 
amptonfhire. This .young lady was a widow, (but 
in the full bloom of beauty) having been married to 
Sir John Grey, of Groby, She was daughter to 
Jaquelina of Luxemburg, duchefs of Bedford, (re- 
lict of the famous John, duke of Bedford, fon of 
Henry IV. and regent of France, in the reign of his 
nephew, Henry VI.) who had married Sir Richard 
Woodville. In (hort, the king marries her, without 
fending to confult with the eaii of Warwick : who, 
upon his return, was fo incenfed at his being thus 
mocked, that he never forgave Edward afterwards; 
of which he convinced him^ by aftually dethroning 
him in the year 1470, as we have heard above : but, 
on Edward's recovery of the crown, the earl oiF 
Warwick was llain in the battle of Barnet, which 
, was fought on Eafter Sunday, April 14, 1471 . The 
battle of Tewkefbury, fought on the third or fourth 
of May following, was decifive, and fettled Edward 
firm on the throne for life. A. D. 1475, Edward 
has a conference with Lewis XL of France, on Pe- 
quigny bridge, near Amiens, with a grate between 
them. In 1478, George, duke of Clarence, king 
Edward's brother, fell a facrifice to the jealoufy ^nd 
refentment of the queen, of his other brother the 
duke of Gloucefter, and of th^ \dii^VwVK&X^* ^^^"^V 
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in a lame, underhand manner, condemned for trea- 
fon y all the favour duke George could obtain of 
the king his brother, was, the liberty of chufing 
what kind of death he pleafed : on which, to avoid 
appearing on a fcafFold, he defires to be drowned in 
a butt of malmfey wine : which was done. Edward 
died the ninth day of April, 1483, ^ 42, regfti. 
22, fome fay, he died of an ague ; others, of auir- 
feit; and fome, that he was poifoned by his brother, 
Richard, duke of Gloucefter. He was, perhaps, 
the handfomeft man in all Europe: valiant, affable, 
and naturally gcmcrous. But then he was certainly 
cruel on fome occafions ; witnefs, in particular, the 
deaths of Henry the fixth*s fon, prince Edward ; 
king Henry the fixth himfelf ; and his own brother, 
the duke of Clarence. He was, at all times, luftful and 
incontinent ; and could be perfidious upon occafion, 
when he had any turn to ferve by it. His queen, 
Elizabeth Woodville, brought him three fons and 
eight daughters. One of his fons died an infant; 
the other two were murdered, as we (hall foon fee. 
The princefs Elizabeth, his eldeft daughter, was, in 
procefs of time, married to Henrj'- VII. Edward 
was fucceeded by his eldeft fon. 

38. (17.) EDWARD V. (viii.) (A. D. 1483.) 

This- unfortunate young prince was between 
twelve and thirteen years old, at the time of his 
acceffion. His reign (improperly fo called,) or rather 
his life, ended within three months after. He was 
at Ludlow, in Shropfhire, when the king his father 
died : his uncle Richard manages fo, that the queen 
dowager dilbands her troops : prefently after, he 
feizes on the young king at Stony Stratford. The 
queen mother, perceiving what thcfe fteps tended to, 
takes fanftuary, by night, in Weftminfter Abbey ; 
carrying with her the duke ,of York, her younger 
fen, aged nine years; and others of her famUy. 

The 
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The duke of Gloucefter condufts the king, m a very 
relpeftformanner, to London : where, calling a grand 
council, he gets himfelf declared proteftor. Having 
fnade fuch alterations at court, as he thought ne- 
ceffary in order to his defign, he moves, in council^ 
to have the king*s brother, Richard, duke of York, 
taken out of his mother*s hands. The cardinal 
archbiftiop of Canterbury, Thomas Bourchier, i^ 
accordingly fent to the queen at Weftminfter : who, 
after miich difpute, and with a fhower of tears, de- 
livers him up to the prelate ; who (little fufpecling 
what tlie proteftor had in view^ delivered him to the 
duke of Gloucefter. This defigning prince now 
pretended to carry on the preparations for the king's 
coronation : and, at once, to amufe the people and 
favour his own plot, he removes his two nephews, 
from the bifhop of London's houfe, to the Tower 
(from whence the coronation-proceflion generally 
ufed to begin). And now the villain communicates 
his intentions to Henry Stafford, duke of Bucking;- 
ham. This nobleman, upon a promife of certain 
lands belonging to the earldom of Hereford (which 
he had claimed during the late reign, but without 
fuccefs,) readily came into Gloucefter's defigns* 
Their emiffaries next endeavour to fcatter reports 
againft the legitimacy of Edward the fourth and 
his children. Soon after, they hire one Dr. Shaw, 
a venal prieft, but famous preacher ; who, in a fer- 
mon at Paul's Crofs, defamed the late king and his 
pcrfterity, and extolled Gloucefter to the fkics. 
But this having no efFed on the people, the duke of 
Buckingham harangues the citizens at Guildhall i 
prcfling them to petition Gloucefter to accept tba 
crown. The people were fbocked, and kept a proi 
found filence, Buckingham then orders the re* 
corder to addrefs them : after which, fome of the 
mob, and others, hired before hand, cried out, Long 
Kvc king Richard ! next day Buckingham, with th© 
lord mayor and others, waited on the proteftot^ at 
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his houfe in Thames-Ilreet, and offered him the 
crown : which, after a long fcene of affectation and 
artifice, he accepted, and was, on June 22, 148^, 
proclaimed by the name of 

39. (18.) RICHARD III. (A. D. 1483—14^5.} 

Prefently after his barefaced ufiirpation of the 
crown, Richard refolves on the deaths of his 
nephews, king Edward and the duke of York. In 
order to accomplifh his bloody defign with the lefs 
odium to himfelf, he takes a journey to Gloucefter ; 
from whence he fent an exprefs command to Brack- 
enbury, governor of the Tower, to murder the two 
princes. The governor excufmg himfelf, Richard 
fends him an order in writing* requiring him to de- 
liver to James Tyrrell, the, bearer, the keys and 
government of the Tower, fot one night. Bracken^ 
bury obeyed, and Tyrrell brbught in his agents 
(whofe names were. Miles Forefl, and John Digh* 
ton) to execute the king's will. That very night, 
the two princes were fmothered in their bed, and 
then buried under a little ftair-cafe. At leaft, this 
is what Tyrrell himfelf afterwards confelTed, who 
was executed in the reign of Henry the fevcnth- 
The bones of the royal brothers were fuppofed to 
have been found, in the reign of king Charles the 
fecond, A. D. 1674; who, upon the prefumption, 
had them put into a marble urn, and interred in 
Weflminfler Abbey. Richard was hardly warm on 
the throne, when the duke of Buckingham claimed 
the lands of Hereford, purfuant to promife. But 
Richard had changed his mind, and refufed to keep 
Jiis word. Some fay that is a miflake j and that 
Richard gave him the lands agreed upon. How- 
ever, it is certain that Buckingham, fomeway or 
other difgufled with Richard, retired in difcontent 
to his caftle at Brecknock : where Morton, bifhop 
pf Ely, was confined by Richard, Here the duke 

and 



ifttiti the biihbp confi^lt how tfaey may dethrone 
the king. Henry, earl of Richmond, (footi aft^r^ 
Henry VII.) was the pcrfon on whom they fixwl, 
for the croWn; [This prince^ with his uncle Jafper 
Tudor, ttirl of Pembroke, had embarked for France, 
A. D. 147 1, foon after the battle of Tewkcfbury j 
but^ being driven on the coaft of Bretagne, they 
were detained by the duke of that county, who 
afl^ed them the town of Vahnes for their habita* 
tion, with an honourable allowance : but thoiig^ 
they were tteated in a ceremonious manner, they 
were kept ag^ft their wills, and very narrowly 
watched.] The earl of Richmond's mother, Mat* 

gret, countefs df Richmond, (only daughter of John 
aufbrt, duke of Somerfet ; grandfon of John of 
Gaunt, duke of Lahcafter, fourth fon of Edward III.) 
was informed of the plotj by one Reginard Bray, 
whom the duke of Buckin^hain and bifhop of Ely 
had fent to acquaint her with it. She was told, at 
the fame time> that in order to brin^ matters to bear^ 
the earl her fon muft Inarry the pnncefs Elizabeth, 
daughter of Edward IV* and defired her (the coun- 
tefs) to apply to the queen mother for her confent : 
(he did 10, and obtained it. The countefs then 
fent to her fon (dill in Bretagne)^ who imparting 
the affair to the duke of Bretagne, was enabled, by 
his afliftance, to appear on the coafl: of England : but, 
meeting with a ftorm, was obli^d to put back. 
Mean while Richard calls a parliament, by which 
the earl of Richmond is attainted : and it being 
difcovered, that the earFs tnaitiage with the pfinceS 
Elizabeth, was the bafis of the plot, Richard con* 
trives to make away with his queen (Ann Neville, 
daughter of Richard Neville, eafl of Warwick) in 
order to marry his niece, the princefs Elizabeth, 
himfelf : in which, however, he did not fucceed. 
The bifliop of Ely having made his efcape from the 
caftle of Brecknock, flies mto Flanders : the duke of 
Buckingham is betrayed into Richard's hands, 
Voi. II. (10) F f ^^^ 
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and beheaded at Shrewibury-p— *The eail of Rich- 
mond, on his return to Bretagne, finding it unfafe 
lor him to ftay there^ eib^xs into France, and puts 
himlelf under the proteftion of Charles VIII. who 
i^efolves to aflifthim. Auguft 6, 148 j;, the earl lands 
at Milford Haven. From thence adTancihg to 
Shrewfbury and Iitchfield» (his anny continually 
increaiing all the way,) he goes to BofWorth, in 
Leiceilerfhire, where the two competitors met, each 
at the head of his army- Vidbory declares for the 
earl. Richard> feeing the day loft, ruQied, tn de-» 
fpair, among the thickefi; of the enemy, and fell, 
covered with wounds : having enjoyed the cixmn 
but two years aund two months, which he had gained 
by fo many ill a£tions« This battle was fought 
Auguft 22> 14S5. Richard^s body being fbwid 
among theilain> ftark naked, covered with blood 
and dirt, was, in that condition^ thrown: crofs an 
horfe, with his head hanging on one fide,, and his legs 
<m the other> and fo carried to Leicefter : where, 
after being two dajrs expofcd to public view, it was, 
without ceremony, interred in St. Mary's church. 
The ftone coffin, in which his corps lay, was made 
a diinking trough for horfes, at the White Horfe 
Inn, in Leicefter. He was aged about three or 
four and thirty years. With him eaded the race 
of Plantagenet in England. 

40. (19.) HENRY VII. (A.D. 1485— 1509.) 

Earl Henry, having gained the bajttle of Bof- 
worth, caufed TeDeum to be fungon the fpot ; all 
the troops falling on their knees, toblefs God for the 
viftory. Prefently after,, he is proclaimed king by 
his army. \Jt may now be proper to trace the pe- 
digree of this prince. Catherine of France, widow 
of Henry V. married Owen Tiidor, a WeUh gentle* 
man, of mean defcent, but the handlbmeft man of 
the age. By him, ftie had three fons} Edmund^ 
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Jafper, and Owen. Edmund wa$ created carl of 
Richmond, by his half-brother Henry VI. who gave 
hkn to wife, Margaret, only daughter of John Beau* 
fort, duke of Somerfet (grandfon to John of Gaunt, 
duke of Lancafter, fourth Ton of Edward the third.) 
From this marriage, of Edmund with Margaret, 
fprung Henry VII. who was, confequently, grand- 
fon to Henry the fifth's widow, by his Other's fide } 
and, by his mother^s, the fifth from Edward IIL} 
With regard to Henry's accejQ5x>n, or rather military 
cleAion, there is one particular deferves to be con* 
tiered. Either the next heir, of the York line, 
ought to have fucceeded; or the next heir of the 
Lancaftrian. If of the former^ then Elizabeth, eldefl 
daughter of Edward the fourth, fhould have fuc* 
ceeded, i(i her own right, immediately on the death 
of Richard the third, and eaii Henry fhould have 
adhially married her, previous to his afluming the - 
title of king : or, if the Lancafbrian houfe ought to 
have fucceeded, there was one before Henry : I mean 
his mother, Marearet, countefs dowser of Rich*- 
mond, who was ftill living *. So that, either way, 
by Henry's afcending the throne when he did, the 
line of regular fucceffion was broke. Such a cob* 
web, fuch a (hadow, is what fome pompoufly call 
** Indcfeafible hereditary right !" 

Marching up to London^ he is well received in 
that city. There lie inftitutes the yeoipcn of the 
guard. He is crowned, Odober 30, previous to the 
fitting of parliament, which did not meet until No* 
vember 7. And January 18, 1486, he is married 
to the princefs Elizabeth ; to whom his deteilation 
of the houfe of York, made him a- very indifferent, 
not to fay, bad hufband. That fame year, he con- 
fines his mother-in-law, the queen dowager, Edward 
the foxirth^s widow, in the monaftery of Berniomi- 
fey, Southwark ; where fhe continued, deprived both 

• Sfae did not die ontil the fiift of Hcmy VIIL 
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of liberty and eftates, until her death, which did nof 
happen until feveral years after. She was buried at 
Windfor, by the fide of her royal hufband, Edward* 
IV. Scarce was Henry warm on the throne, thaw 
he was difturbcd by Lambert Simnel, a baker's fon^ 
who (through the contrivances of one Richard 
Simon, an Oxford prieft) paffed with many for 
Richard duke of York, fon of Edward the fourth, 
who had beea murdered by Richard the third. 
Simnel was, at this time, about fifteen years old. 
Faf&ng into* Ireland, he is proclaimed and afhially 
crowned at Dublin. Returningyfome time after, ta 
England, with an army compo(ed of Irifh and Ger- 
mans, and headed by the earls: of Lincoln and Kil- 
dare, his troops give battle to Henry, June 6, 1487, 
at Stoke, in Nottinehamlhire. Vidbory declares for 
Henry; the earl of Lincoln, is (lainj and Simnel 
himfelf, being taken prifoner, is made a tumfpit 
in the kitchen of the monarch he fought to dethrone. 
In the year 1493, Margaret,, dutchefs of Burgundy, 
(daughter of Richard duke of York, [who was flain 
in 1460, at the battle of Wakefield,} and fifter of 
Edward IV.) in hopes of difpoffeffing Henry, and 
reftoring her owr* houfe of York to the crown, fat 
up one Perkin Warbeck, to perfonate her nephew, 
Richard duke of York, whom Richard the third; 
her brother, had murdered in the Tower. [This 
Perkin Warbeck was fon to John 0{beck, a con- 
verted Jew, of Tournay, who had long lived in 
London. King Edward IV. being acquainted with 
this Jew, ftood godfather to one of his children; 
to whom: he gave the name of Peter ; from whence 
was formed the diminutive, Peterkin, or Perkin. 
The boy was fo handfome, and endowed with quali- 
ties fo far above hb birth, that many fufpefted him 
to be the illegitimate child of Edward : and, in- 
deed, it is fomething extraordinary, that that prince 
fhould ftand godfather to one of fo mean parentage.] 
The young impoftor afted his partfo well, that, for 

at 
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« leaft five years together, he gave Henry infinite 
alarm and. uneafinefs ; and, more than once, made 
him (hake in his throne. At length, being forced 
to furrender, he was hanged, November 23, 1499 * 
after ha.Ting been acknowledged for lawful king in 
Ireland, France, Flanders, England, and Scotland, 

In the beginning of 1502, Henry^s daughter, 
the princefs Margaret, is married to James IV. of 
Scotland : from which marriage fprung. in procefs 
of time, James the fidfl of England. 

Toward the latter end of his xeign, Henry gave 
full range to his avarice; and, without regard to 
equity, juftice, or common humanity, plundered 
his fobjedts, to fill his f:ofFers. His two chief tools 
for this purpofe were Sir Richard Empfon, and Ed- 
mund Dudley. [But thefe two infamous oppreffors 
of their countiy paid dear for their adtivity, in the 
following reign ; being, both, beheaded on Tower- 
hill, Auguft 17, 1^10.] 

After a reign ot near twenty-four years, Henry 
ilied at Richmond, April 22, 1509, at. ^i. By his 
-queen, Elizabeth, (daughter of Edward IV. and 
Elizabeth W^oodvillc) he had four fons, and four 
daughters. Prince Arthur, the eldeft, died, A. D. 
1502, at Ludlow Caftle, (where he was fent to keep 
refidence as prince of Wales,) at. 17, and was buried 
at Worcefter. Henry, his fecond fon, fucceeded him. 
Edmund and Edward died in their childhood ; as 
did two of his daughters, Elizabeth and Catherine : 
Margaret (as has been obferved) fnarricd James 
the fourth of Scotknd ; and Mary married firft 
Lewis the twelfth of France ; and after his death, 
Charles Brandon, duke of Suffolk, reckoned the 
handfomefl man of the age. 

As to the charafter of Henry, it is very far fi-om 
an amiable one. His two^grand objefts were, to 
preferve the crown he had acquired, and to heap up 
money. In enmity hi was implacable ; and his 
nvarice was iniatiable. His temper was gloomy, 

F f 3 \SNRk\^SR.^ 



moro(c» liau^y, and fufpicious. His inextingui(h* 
able abhorrence of the houfe of York, together with 
his afieftation of defpotifin on all occafions, and his 
rapacious covetoufnefs, which knew no bounds 
either of jvftjce or mercy> arc indelible ftains on 
his memory. If he was, in many refpeAs moral, 
it feems to have been more owin^ to the phlegm of 
his conilitution, than to principle. That he wai 
extremely politic, is certain : but this was not fo 
much the cffcSt of , genius, as of diftruft, which 
made him forever uneafy, and forever on his guard. 
He lies in his own chapel at Weftmihftcr. 

He rebuilt the palace of Shene, near London, after 
it had bcoR burnt down; and gave it the name of 
Richmond (from his having been earl of Richmond,) 
which it ftill bears. 

41. (20.) HENRY VIII. (A. D. 1509-^1547.) 

Succeeded his father, at the age of eighteen 
years, wanting two months and fix days. He had 
the advantage of a very learned education, for a 
prince; and was alfo a diftinguifhed mafter of the 
heroic exercifes then in ufe. The year he came to 
the crown he married his brother Arthur's widow, \ 
Catherine of Arragon ; purfuant to his late father's [ 
intention and defire. The principal events of this 
reign were, 

I . The rife, profperity, and fall of Thomas Wol- 
fey ; who, from being no more than a butcher's fon 
at Ipfwich, where he was born in 1471, was ad- 
vanced to the highcft honours, both fecular and ec- 
clefiaftical. He commenced A. B. at Oxon, at 
the age of fourteen; was foon after ele&ed Fellow 
of Magdalen, and A. D. 1500, prefented, by the 
marquis of Dorfet, to the redory of Lymington, in 
Somerfetfhire : where he had not long refided, before 
he was fet in the flocks for drunkennefs, and raifing 
a riot at a fair in the neighbourhood. Being made 

chaplain 
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chaplain to Henry VII. in 1506, he infinxiated him- 
felf into the fevour of Richard Fox, biihop of Win- 
ton ; by whofe recommendation he was fent am- 
baflador from that king to the emperor Maximilian, 
and, upon his return, made dean of Lincoln. Upon 
the acceflion of Henry VIIL biftiop Fox intro- 
duced him to the new king, who, for many years 
together, thought he co\ild never give him fuificient 
marks of his regard. In 1 C13, he became prime 
minifter ; in 15 14, biihop of Lincob ; adminiftni- 
tor of the fee of Toumay in Flanders, and arch- 
bilhop of York ; in 151 5, he received a cardinal's 
hat ; was made lord chancellor ; adminiftrator of 
thebifliopricks of Bath, Worccfter, and Hereford; 
together with the addition of (everal prebendaries 
to increafe his revenues. 



End of the Cbromhgy. 
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FREE THOUGHTS 

O K T H S 

PROJECTED APPLICATION 
TO PARLIAMENT, 

In the Year m.dcc.lxxu 
FOR r^E ABOLITION OF 

ECCLESIASTICAL SUBSCRIPTIONS. 



Hojid ftS t4i9t thou haft ; that no Man taiE:e thy Crowm 
Kev. iU. II. 
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FREE T H O U G H T S, ^c. 



" To be impogned^ from withont ; and betrajed, from withia ; 
is certainly the worft condition a Church can fall into : and the 
beft of churches, the Church of England, has had experience 
of both. It had been to be wlfhed, and (one would think} might 
bave been eypcAed, that, when Providence had took the work, 
of deploying the Church of England, out of the Papifis hands, 
fome would have been contented with l>er preferments, without 
either attempting to give up her rites and liturgy, or deferting he; 
doftiioe. Bal it has happened much otherwife." 

Dr. Swtb's Pkef. to his AmmadT. on Shedock. 



IN confequence of an Advertifement, which made 
its appearance in the London papers, fome clergy^ 
men lately met, at the Feathers Tavern, in the Strand, 
toconfult upon ways and means of applying to par- 
liament, for •* relief in the matter of (ubfcnption to 
the Liturgy and xxxix Articles." About fourfcorc,. I 
iim told, attended : fome, from motives of curiofity ; 
fome, as obfervers of the reft ; and fome, to lend an 
helping hand to the bufinefs in agitation. 

To the few reverend gentlemen (for, it (eemsi 
they were much the minority), who heartily fell in 
with the purpofe of this extraordinary meeting, I 
beg leave to fubmit the following hints : 

I. Is not every king of England, for the time 
being, the fupreme vifible head of our national. 
Church ? 

n. Should not, therefore, thefe ecclefiaftical 
male-contents have began at the right end, by firft 
petitioning his majefty for leave to ailemble on an 
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occaGon, and to deliberate on a qiicftion, wherein 
not only the forms, but the very effence alfo, of our 
religious conftitution, are fo deeply and diredtly con- 
cerned ? The king, I am aware, cannot, himfelf, 
introduce a bill into the houfe of commons. But, 
furely, the king's permiflion was, in law and regu- 
larity, abfolutely requifite, prior to fuch a public 
meeting, called for fuch a purpofe. And both the 
calling and the holding of luch a meeting, for luch 
a purpofe, was neither more nor lefs than an open 
infult offered to the fupreme vifible head of the 
Church of England. 

But we will fuppofe the male-contents not to have 
thus ftumbled at the threftiold, by affembling on 
fuch bufinefs, without the king*s licence firft had 
and obtained. We will imagine them to have done 
no more than appoint a committee to draw up a pe- 
tition of leave to the throne. Even that ftep muft 
have proceeded on this horrid and unfurmifeable 
implication, that, to gratify an exceeding fmall 
handful of clergymen, the king would forfeit his 
own royal word, and even violate his ftill more facred 
oath. For, 

III. Has not the king, folemnly and publicly, 
declared, again and again, that he will inviolably 
preferve our prefent fettlement in Church and State ? 
Nay, was not this a very material part of the coro- 
nation oath } Can we, then, think, that his majefty 
will ever confent to unfettle and new- model that 
Church which he has both promifed and fworn to 
maintain and defend ? Impoffible. I dare believe, 
the king would fooner fling his crown into the fea. 

Amidft all the political defedts, with which the 
Revolution was attended, confiderable care was, 
neverthelefs, taken of the Church. Witnefs that 
part of the ftatute, i Will. c. 6. whereby it was 
'** enadtcd, that the following oath Ihall be ad- 
miniftered to every king or queen, who (hall fucceed 
to the imperial crown of this realm, at their refpec- 

tive 
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tive coronations :" the form of which oath, fo far 
as relates to the matter in hand, ran thms : 

" Archbifliop, or bilhop. Will you^ to the utmoft 
of your power, maintain the laws of God, the true 
prcrfeflion of the gofpcl, and Protcftant reformed re- 
hgion eflablifhed by law ? 

" The king, or queen, fhali anfwcr : All this I 
promife to do. After this, laying his, or her hand 
upon the holy gofpels,^ he, or fhe^ (hall fay, the 
things, which I have here before psomifed, I will 
perform and keep ; fo help me God : and Ihaill thea 
kifs the book." 

But even this fecurity was not deemed fufficient* 
A flaw, tantamount to a trap-door, was ftill fup* 
pofed to remain. The Church of England mi^t, 
poffibly, in after times, be fo re-modelled, by the joint 
authority of the three eftates, as to be no longer the 
feme identical Church it was before : and yet, by 
being re^modelled, on the authority aforcfaid, might 
ftill be, literally, the religion eftabliftied by law. 

This trap-door required effeftual ftopping up- 
And effeftually ftopped up it was, by the- aft which 
united England and Scotland into one kingdom, 
5 Ann. c. 8. which celebrated flatute enads, that,; 
^ After the demife of her majefty qucen» Anne, the 
Ibveiciga next fuccceding, and fo for ever after* 
wards, every king or queen fucceeding and coming 
to the royal government of the kingdom of Great- 
Britain, at his or her coronation, iball^^. in the pre* 
fence of all perfons who (hall be attending,, aififti^, 
or otherwife then and there prefentj. take and fub« 
fcribe an oath to maintain and preferve inviolably 
the fettlement of the Church of England, and the 
dodrine, wcM'fliip^ difcipline, and government there^ 
of, as by law eftabliflied within the kingdoms of 
England and Ireland, the dominion of \Yale», and 
town of Berwick upon Tweed, and the territories 
thereunto belonging.'* ::. ; i 

To 
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To a prince, who has both taken and fet his hand 
to fuch an oath as this, no petition, for leave to in- 
novate on the Church, could, with any (hew of 
decency, be prefented. And yet, without fuch 
leave, the intentional innovaters had no ibadow of 
right to affemble for the purpofc tlicy did. Either 
way, they are hemmed in with unfurmountable em*- 
banaflment* What, then, remains for them to do ? 
Simply, this alternative : either to reft contented 
with the Church, as (he now ilands ; or, £iirly to 
quit her, and, like honeil men, avail themfelves of 
the toleration, 

IV. Thefe very gentlemen, who arc fo extremely 
Anguine for an alteration, and who fo liberally ex- 
claim againft being held down to creeds and articles ; 
thefe very gentlemen, I am perfuaded, would, with- 
out any fcruple at all, fubfcribe to Arian Creeds 
and Arminian Articles, if the former were three 
dozen, and the latter thirty-nine hundred. It is 
not fubfcription itfelf, which fo much conftitutes 
the grievance complained of; but the ftubborn or^ 
thodoxy of the things fubfcribed. Caftrate the K- 
turgy, articles, and homilies, of their Calvinifm 
and Trinitarianifm, and, I will anfwer for it, fub-* 
fcription will no longer be confidered as ** a yoke 
of bondage, which neither we nor our Others 
were able to bear.'' — But, 

V. Why is fubfcription, even on its prefent foot- 
ing, fo tragically decried as " a yoke ?" Suppofing it 
to be ever fo galling in itfelf, it certainly need never 
have galled the reverend (boulders of thofe divines 
trfio groan under it. Did any body compel tke(e 
labourers into the eftablifhed vineyard ? No ; but 
the grapes were fo inviting, that the hedge of fub- 
fcription, with all its fuppofed pricklinefs, was deli- 
benitely ftru^led through, notwithftanding con* 
icience was fure to get a few fcratches (not to fay, 
lacerations) in the pa(rage. 

Was 
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Was there no aft of toleration; were perfons^ 
who diflent from the eftabli(hment, liable to pofitive 
penalties {or that diflent ; were all means of fublift- 
ence cut off from Arminian and Anti-Trinitarian 
preachers ; much mi^t be oflfered, in mitigation of 
confumity without convi£tion. This would furnifli 
ample matter of folid complaint. Subfcription, in 
that cafe^ would indeed be a badgp of flavery and « 
yoke of oppreffion : even of fuch oppre(&on» as would 
make humanity weep ; and or fuch ilaveryy as 
would make Proteftantifin tremble to her centre.-^ 
But, blefled be God, thefe happy nations know 
nothing, at prefent, of this black, bigotted, unpro* 
teftant intolerancy. Such as cannot, Freely and con- 
(cientioufly, fubfcribe to our ecclefiaftical forms, 
are at full and juit libeity to exercife their miniftry 
among what denomination they chufe. A circum* 
fiance, which, however, ferves to render thole 
perfons quite inexcufable, who, for the fake of a 
larger dividend of the loaves and fifhes, folemnly 
fubfcribe, and as folemnly teftify their imcompelled 
aflent, to certain ftandards» which, at the very 
time, they difbelieve, oppofe, and would gladly over* 
throw: men, who (to borrow the phraleology of a 
late celebrated Dodor), though " never trained,** 
either by grace or fincere inclination, " to pace in 
the trammels of the Church ;'' are yet fo far ^ 
** tempted by the fweets of her preferments^^* as to * 
Sacrifice confcience to profit, pnnciple to ambition, 
and integrity to promotion. 

VL Does the projedted plan, for a repeal of fub- 
icriptions, come with a good grace from fbme gf 
thofe very eccleiiaftics, who have, themfeives^ ac- 
tually fubmitted to this imaginary grievance^ and 
who hold all their preferments by virtue of that &i£r 
feme fubmiffion ? What can the world think edFfu<JL 
divines ? It muft think this : that there are certaib 
clei^men, whom no ties, however {acred» Oli 
bind; who make Scripture, confcience, church, 
and all things elfe, bend to (ccuHax vnX!Wt&.\ \wes5^% 
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who can fwallow fubfcriptions, prorfiifes, aftd decla- 
rations of affent, without aflenting tb what they 
declare, without intending what they promife, and 
without believing what they fubfcribe : who having 
(many of them, at leafl) taken care, in the firA 
|dice, to gpt fnugly beneficed ; are, by a Ihamelefs 
ikxdkt of after-policy, (eeking to demolifh the gate 
by which they entered, and to kick away the ladder 
by which they afcended : who, in fliort, while they 
cat the bread of the Church, are lifting up, their heel 
againft her; and, like the ungrateful boy in the 
fiu)le, think to enjoy more of the golden eggs, by 
killing the fowl that lays them. 

" roffibly, however, thcfe non-afTenting cleigy- 
men mi^t have fubfcribed, heedlefsly, and ig* 
norantly, in their youth ; without duly confidering 
what they did. Would you have fuch diflemble 
their diflatisfaAion, after they perceive their 
error ?** By no means. Let them avow their dif- 
fatisfaftion ; but let them alfo aft accordingly. 
Let them retraft their fubfcriptions, not by word 
and in tongue only, but in deed and in truth, by 
renouncing the preferments as well as the doftrines 
of the Church ; and all the world will call them 
honeft men. While I was over in Irelarid, I was 

informed, that the late bilhop of CI r had been 

advifed, by feveral of his friends, to give this con- 
dufive proof of his integrity. But, dear as Arianifm 
was to his lordlhip, a mitre was dearer*: and he^ 

* I maft, however, do juftice to the memoiy of that celebrated 
pielate, by publiihing the following anecdote, which I had from uvh 
^eftionable authority, and to which I cannot help yielding the moft 
implicit crediii As his lordfbip was pofleifed ot a veiy ample for- 
tone, exclofive of his high preferment in the Charch, he found hinr- 
ftl^bfe to appropriate the whde revenues of his fee (amoaocing to 
j{E|4^|i90ol. per annum,) to the purpofes of charity ; and, I have beea 
Wiffdj that, upon ihfpe^ion of his books after his deceafe, it ap* 
feafed, that the entire profits of his bifliopric had, for many yearsr, 
wcfi to dirvoted. 

chofc 
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chofe rather to * break his heart . in lawn ileeves, . 
than, by refigniiig them, to den>onftrate that he 
adted on principles purely confcientious. 

Wfth regard to thofe of our own inferior clergy, 
who are embarked in the prefent expedition againft 
the Church, their defign is, evidently, to burn the 
title-deed, and yet keep pofleffion of the eftate : 
to fhake off fubfcription, without (baking off its 
lucrative appends^es. Not conlidering, that, if the 
requiring of fubfcription be an unlawful impofition, 
the advanti^es, relulting from a fubmiflion to it, 
muft have been unlawfully obtained : and what a 
perfon has obtained unlawfully, muft, when he 
comes to a better mind, be furrendered and re- 
nounced, if he mean to a6t as a man of principle* 
Either, therefore, thole clergymen, who repent of 
fubfcribing, are not fo deeply wounded in con- 
Jcience, a& they profefs 5 or, wounds of confcience 
are, in their eftimation, lighter than duft on the 
-fcale, when weighed s^ainfl worldly eafe, profit, and 
advancement. 

VII. Had not, and has not, the Church of Eng- 
land as much right, as any other fociety, to judge 
for herfelf what doftrines are fcriptural, and to efta- 
blifh them accordingly ? I do not mean to infinuate, 
that our own Church, or any church whatever, has the 
leaft right to obtrude her own judgement on fuch 
individuals as cannot fee with her eyes. And I will 
venture to be quite pofitive, that the prefent go- 
vernors of the Church are perfeftly remote from the 
leaft defire to tarnifh the glory of her moderation, 
by wilhing to bring back the perfccuting days of 
.Charles L and Charles IL But may not the 
Church, without the leaft (hadow of perfecutiQU> 
continue to. fix the terms, on which fh^ wUl admit 

* Occafioned by the aM>relwnfions of a gathering ftorn^ which 
thickened eveir]r day, and oade fair for fpeedUy ending in a depri«- 
* vadon, by the joint authority of Church and State, 
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perTons to take the charge of her flock, and to mi* 
nifter at her altars ? Muft (he, in order to prove her 
Catholicifm, throw down her fence, and reduce heir- 
felf, from a gardeh, to a common, that all beafts of 
the field may riot oh her fpoils, and every wild afs 
quench his third at her fountain ?-= — For, 

VIII. What would be the confequencc, if fub- 
fcription vwis totally fet afide, and if clergymen were 
not reftrained to the iifc of the liturgy ? The con- 
fequ^nce would be this : Papifts, on one hand, and 
the dregs of the Diflentei^s, oh the other, would 
pour in upon us as a flood, and over-run the Church, 
as the Goths and Vandals firft over-rart, knd then 
deftroyed, the Weftern empire. 

Let the reader obferve, I fay not " the Dif- 
fenters ;" but, " the dregs of the Diflfenters :" fuch as 
Deiftical, Arian, Socinian, Pelagian Diflenters. Nor 
can the Diflenters^ as a body. Be dllpleafed at rof 
ufing fuch a term. Every lociety has its dregs.— ^ 
God knows, the eflabliflied Church is not without 
them. Our Protellant Diflenters, confidered in the 
aggregate, are mofl: jufl:ly entitled to rcfpeft and 
Chriftian affeftion. I fpeak, therefore, above, only 
of fuch individuals, as come within the compafs 
there fpecified. Nor do I prefume to judge even 
thofe, I am perfonally acquainted with many Deifts, 
Arians, Socinians, and Pelagians ; whom, as men of 
parts, and as worthy members of fociety, I honour 
and efteem ; yet I fliould be very forry to fee any of 
them trail in gowns and caflbcks, and difleminate 
their dodrinal tares from the pulpits of our pariOi 
churches. I may have a fincere and very great re- 
gard for a neighbour, without wilhing him to marry 
into my family. 

While our prefent out-works are fuffercd to ftand, 
we h^ve this grand confolation left; viz. that 
Arians, Socinians, Pelagians, &c. cannot, with any 
colour of decency, pretend that their miftaken opi- 
nions have the fanftion of law and eftabliflirnent. Let 

who 
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who will be for them, the Church is not.— JVd&^Vw, 
qui onrnia feck ut fanarety partes Juas peregit. , The 
wife and pious vigilance of our Proteftant an- 
ceftors has guarded the purity of the Church, by 
every religious, and almoft every civil precaution, 
which human care and forefight could devife. If, 
notwithftanding all thefe prudent .precautions, any 
are found, who qpeep into the eftabliflied mi;iift:ry, 
bringing in with them deftrudive herefies, the 
Church and conftitution are not to blame, but the 
intruders thcmfelves : whofe conduft proves, that 
the moft folemn tefts and cng^ments have, with 
thefe theological Samfons, no more efHcacy, than a 
thread of tow, which is broken when it toucheth the 
fire*. 

" What ufe of oaths, of promife, or of tell, 
^^ Where men regard no God but intereft t ?" 

MiUe adde catenas y 
Effu^iet tafnen hac fceleratus vincula Proteus. 

But (hall we totally demolifti and fet afide fub- 
fcription, only becaufe it is not found, in every re- . 
fped, fully to anfwer its original defign ? The very 
(ame argument would hold, for a repeal of the penal 
laws againfl Popery. Shall a man unhang his doors, 
take down his window-fliutters, and leave his houfe 
open all night, for this fage reafoo, becaufe dpors 
and window-Qiutters are fometimes found an in- 
efFeftual barrier againfl: houfe-breakers ? 

IX. After all, more, than a bare fuperfeding of 
fubfcription, is, palpably, the drift of the prelcnt 
enterprize. Not only fubfcription to the Articles 
and Homilies, but to the Liturgy alfo, is claffed un- 
der the predicament of " grievous opprcfiian/' — 
Now, the peffons, who flinch at fubfcribing and 

* Judges xvi. 9. + Waller. 

G g 2 ?^^Ov^.\v\^ 
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dechring their affent to the Book of Common 
Prayer, would moft certainly (if fubfcription and 
affent were difpenfcd with) fcruple to ufe that book : 
for, if they would not hefitate to ufe it, why fhould 
they fcruple to fubfcribe it ? 

The matter, then, is plainly this : thofe Arians, 
Arminians, &c. who have hitherto flayed out of our 
ecclefiaftical pale, would gladly get within it : and 
the few Arians, and many Arminians, - who are 
within it, wifli to have the Church arianized and 
arminianized, as well for their own private conveni- 
ence, as for the more eafy admittance of their bre- 
thFcn who are hankering at the gate. For the ac- 
commodation of thofe who have flruggled in, and 
in complaifance to thofe who yet tarry out, the 
whole efcclefiaftical edifice, founded on the rock of 
Scripture, and ^cemented with the blood of our 
martyrs, is, forfooth, to be taken down, and not 
one doftrinal ftone left upon another. In particu- 
lar, the doftfine of the Trinity, and that of gra- 
tuitous predeftination (the two mafter pillajrs of the 
facred ftruAure), muft be removed from the pre- 
mifes, and thrown, like degraded idols, to the moles 
and to the batts ; elfe, it feems, we cannot ihew a 
due degree of brotherly attention to the tender con- 
fciences of thofe good Chriftians, who wilh to creft 
free-will, merit, chance, and unitarianifm, upon the 
ruins of that Church, whiph once (hone (and, were 
all her profeffing fons true to her principles, would 
continue to Ihine) the glory of the reformation, and 
the excellency of the whole earth . 

X. Would it be for the credit of the Proteftant 
religion^ in general, and of the Church of England, 
in particular, to be perpetually Ihifting and tacking 
about, ne^er continuing in one ftay, but (to ufe 
the expreffion of a certain Arminian) always flitting 
and *^ tofling from fyftem to fyflem ?** Our Articles 
have already paffed one revifal, fmce their firfl pub- 
JicMion in 1552? Our I^iturgy h^s beenjeviewed 

no 
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no fewer than four times. Mtift we be inceffantly 
doing and undoing ? Is the Church of England, like 
Penelope's web, to experience a regular viciffifude 
of weaving and unraveling ? or muft (he, like the 
image at Loretto, never appear, two days together, 
in the fame drefs ? Are we ever learning, yet never 
able to come to the knowledge of the truth ? Is re* 
ligion fo far the daughter of time, as to be fufcepti-; 
ble of daily improvement, like the handy-craft arts ?. 
To anfwcr thele queftions in the affirmative, would 
be te expofc religion itfelf to the fcorn and laughter 
of every rational being. And yet, unlefs thefe quef- 
tions are to be anfwered affirmatively, whither do 
our projected alterations tend ? 

XL Suppofing, for argument's fake, that many 
things, in the Church of England, might be altered 
even greatly fof the better ; the prqfent is certainly 
a very unfit time for fuch an enterprize. What if a 
fet of writers, who have little or no turn for mathe- 
matics, ftiould undertake to rcvife and corredt the 
philofophical works of Sir Ifaac Newton ? Now, 
every man muft admit, that a concern for religion 
is by no means a charafteriftic of the prefent age. 
Confequently, had the Church, in reality, any tares 
to be rooted up, the wheat would run at leaft a 
very dangerous rifque of being torn up alfo. The 
fafeft way, therefore, would be, to let both grow 
together until harveft. 

" What 1 wovdd you oppofe all reformation ?'* 
I am only for oppoiiog. the meafures of thofe (at 
beft, miftaken i perhaps, defigning) brethren, who 
are evidently for reforming us out of the reforma- 
tion. 

*' Have you no regard to the eafe of fcrupulous 
confciences ?" I have the tendereft regard to it. 
But the queftion has two edges. It concludes as 
much, at leaft, for my areument, as againft it. For, 
is fcrupuloufncfs of confcience peculiar to Arian3^ 
Socinians, and Pelagians ? Have not the orthodox 
. G g J ^ixs. 



446 Fr€$ ^oi^bts tm 

their (cruplcs alfo ? > And muft no provifion be made 
for the Icruples of the elder branch? Muft the 
younger (i. e. Proteftants of the modern caft) run 
away with all the attention of legiflature ? — Belides ; 
thole of our reformed brethren, who are reftrained 
from falling in with the Church, by fcruples truly 
confcientious, are under no fort of obligation to 
put a force upon confcience, by fmothenng their 
icruples. They are at unreftrained Kberty to in- 
dulge any fcruples that can arife, and to follow 
confcience whither-foever flie goes. If, therefore^ 
confcience is all, confcience has no reafon to 
complain. She may, in thefe happy nations, pur* 
fue her own diftates, without impediment; and 
chufe her own faith and worihipj both as to mode 
and fubftance. 

XII. Let us, for a moment, fuppofe the fu* 
perfeding fcheme to have taken full eflfeft. We 
will imagine the Liturgy, Articles, and Homilies, 
to be actually ftiom of their orthodoxy; and 
fubfcription to be totally refcinded. Old things 
are done away ; behold, all things are become new. 
Still there will be ^ plenty of malecontents. We 
(hall be as far, or farther, from unity, than ever. 
It is impoffible, in the very nature of things, for 
any Church upon earth to be fo conftituted, as to 
fatisfy every body. All the difference would be, 
that many Churchmen, and many Diflenters, would 
change places. Many Diflenters would com^ 
mence Churchmen ; and every true Churchman 
would and muft commence Diflenter. Ail would 
be turned ViMde down, and a total reverfe of things 
enfue. PsfPS, Arians, Socinians, Infidels, and 
fuch likJj%s^uM be the only gainers by the ex- 
change Tnefe would laugh to fee thetnfelves at 

^*ftd^top of the wheel : and the eftablifhed Church, 
ixom that fatal moment, degenerate into the com- 
mon-fewer of every hcrefy under Heaven. 

XIII. The political conTeguences of fuch a reli* 
fi^ious revolution ate lit'^wVt lo bfc ^it^conlidered. 
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Wei already, as a natiQn, tpo much refemble at) 
houfe divickd again-ft itfelf. How exceedingly ix]i- 
difcreet, therefore (to call it by no harftier name,) 
is the ill-timed zeal of fuch clei^men, who labouj: 
to ftir the fire with a fword, by feeking to add the 
fury of religious difcord to the rage of civil diflen-* 
tion? Who can foretel, or even forefee, the deftruc- 
tive effedls, which might follow from the coalition 
of this double flame ? Let us remember, how dear 
the hot, innovating fpirit of the firft Arminians had 
like to have coft their country. The States of Hol- 
land were pu(hed to the very brink of total ruin, 
^ by the raflinefs of that obfliinate faction, who could 
' not find in their hearts to let religion ftand as the 
jeformation had left it. 

XIV. In vain would fubfcription to our eftablifli- 
ed forms and formularies be fet afide, unlefs the 
projedors could procure the Bible alfo to be cried 
down by public authority. The bufinefs will be 
but half done, while the Scripture is permitted to 
ftare thpfe refining gentlemen in the face* They 
Ibould, therefore, tobeconfillent, move for the utter 
abrogation of that. For (according to their idea 
of intelledtual liberty), it muft be a moft grievous 
encroachment on the ri^ht of private judgment, 
that candidates for the Cnriftian miniftry fhould be 
obliged to teftify their belief of that old fafhioned 
book. Since, it can hardly be fuppofed, that they, 
ovho deem it a badge of oppreffion to fubfcribe a fet 
of dodrinal articles deduced from the Scriptures, 
fhould with perfed complacency be ready to fub- 
fcribe the Scriptures themfelves, from whence thofe 
VQVf articles are deduced. This would indeed be 
draining at a gnat, and fwallowii^g a ^piel. 

Inftead, then,jof beating about the Hi^fli, by a 
petition againft the liturgy and articles, let the .re- 
verend petitioners fpring the grand quarry at once/ 
X^et them, honeftly, and without mincing the point, 
iay the axe to the toot, by addreliing parliament 
G g 4 a^vcL& 
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againft the «f*rrw wMwr, from whence the liturgy 
and articles were derived. What avails it, to ex- 
hauft your indignation on the rivulets ? Adi as men 
of fpirit, and roundly attack the fountain. You 
will never be able to give the coup de grace to the 
Church of England, while you fulBfer the prophets^, 
evangelifts, and apoftlesi to ftand full in your way. 
Treat them, therefore, O ye reputed fucceffors of 
thofe apoftles, as Nero wiftied to treat the Roman 
citizens : pioufly endeavour to cut oflf both Bible 
and Church at a blow. 

A paragraph or two, to the foUowinff purport, 
would ferve to adorn your intended petition : 

And whereas there is a certain obfolete work, ' 
made up of divers treat ifes, coUefted into a 
thick volume, which volume was, by the igno- 
rance and fuperftition of our block-headed fore- 
fathers, looked upon as iacred, and as written 
under the influence of Divine Infpiration.: 
We, your petitioners, being shappily emancipated 
from the fliackles of prejudice, and having dilated 
into true liberality of fentiment, do give it as our 
opinion, that the obtruding of the faid book upon 
the free-born minds of men, is a moft grievous hard* 
Ihip and unfuiferable impofitlon. For, we can eafily 
prove, that the book aforefaid is fluffed with a de- 
tail of many improbable, not to fay impoffible, fadts ; 
and, moreover, fraught, throughout, with a great 
number of doftrines, equally repugnant to reafon, 
and dangerous to morality : fuch as, that three arc 
©ne, and one is three (which we can mathematically 
demonftrate to be impoffible) ; not to mention the 
wicked doftrines of eleftion, juftification, atone- 
ment, imputed righteoufnefs, original fin, efficacious 
grace, regeneration, the indwelling of the fpirit, 
final perfeverance, &c. &c. All which are irrational 
in themfelves, and of very licentious tendency : not 
to add, that they are quite obfolete and worn out 
with age i and, therefore^ it is high time that both 

they. 
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they, and the book which inculcates them, were 
dead, buried, and forgot. 

Your petitioners dp alfo befeech the wifdom of 
this nation, in parliament united, to relieve us re- 
verend divines from another very irkfomc grievance, 
which renders our ufeful lives not a little miferable. 
JWe mean, the fuperftitious obfervance of what is 
commonly called the LfOrd*s Day. On this day, 
thofe of us who fubfift by the Church, and who can- 
not afford to keep curates, are forced to undergo the 
intolerable drudgery of reading public prayers, and 
of preaching eight, ten, and fometimes fifteen 
minutes 5 both which burthens are very oppreffive 
and unreafonable : feeing the Sabbath was intended 
for a day, not of labour, but of reft : which reft 
cannot, in equitable conftruftion, be deemed gene- 
ral, unlefs it extend to cletgy as well as laity. 

And whereas there is a vexatious and unreafon- 
able canon *, whereby we are enjoined not to ap- 
pear in public without callbcks, nor to wear any 
light coloured ftockings : We, your ag^ieved pe- 
titioners, not being content with breakmg the vsid 
canon, do pray and defire that it may be totally and 
finally repealed ; and that a law may pafs, entitling 
us to drefs lil^e other men. Not as if we thought 
that our profeffion has any reafon to be aftiamed of 
us; but we, being aftiamed of our profeffion, dd 
teftify our earneft wifti of being permitted to wear 
kiced hats, ruffled ftiirts, and all other ornaments 
pertaining to men of this world r and that none, but 
diffenting teachers, may be obliged to go in con- 
ftant mourning : AVe alfo humbly fubmit it to tlie 
confideration of legiflature, whether it might not; 
be fitting, to confer the following mark of honour-* 
able diftmftion on us, the ecclefiaftical fons of li^ 
berty, who affembled, for the above and otKej 
equally laudable purpofes, at the Feather*s Tavern : 

♦ Canon 74. 
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viz. that we, who make thi& noble jeffort ii) favour 
of religious freedom, maybe entitled t;o wiear ^ white 
feather in our hats, in lieu of ^ tojpc an4 rc^, to 
the intent, that every Peifl, Fa^iit, Arian, Socinian» 
and Pelagian, who meets us in the ftreets^ may 
know U6, bow to us, and give usi the wall, accord^ 

In acceding to the fupplication now prefented, 
and in retrieving us from the egt^ious grievancp of 
iubfcription in tin^ to come (though even that wiU 
be no abfolution of us frQn> tI;L^ guilt of having al* 
ready fubfcribed to the wicked |L.itvrgy, Articles, 
and Homilies in time p^ft}* ye will Qonfer a fign^ 
&vour on us your petitioners, w^o, as in duty 
bound, will ever, ^c. 

To fp^k feriouijy, J really think the(e gentlemen 
are moft juftly entitled to fon>e trophy of diftio^tion. 
If, as the public have lately feen, a Glpucefterlhire ^ 
painter brought in hb tnU for altering the Belief in ^ 
parifli chancel; much more may the reverend 
brethren, of the Feathers afTociation, bring in theirs, 
for the fuperlative merit of attempting the overthrow 
of Creeds, Articles, Liturgy, Homilies, Church, 
and all. And what is the true re^fon of this pro- 
digious wrath againft our Liturgy, Homilies, Ar- 
ticles, and Creeds ? The true reafon is apparently 
this: thofe excellent foims of found words have 
given Arianifm and Armmianifm a blow under the 
fifth rib.; of which, Ariapifm and Arminianifm will 
never be heiiled» until t^hofe forms are annihilated. 

* Thel^Midon and Weilem Papers, fpr Augoft, 1771, had the 
enfuing'artioJe; which, however it may cany the appeajritDce of ho* 
moiir* w\f affirmed to be literally trae : " The followiog is a troe 
copy of a fiointef^t bill, at Cirencefter, in Gloocefterihife, ddivend 
tothf chm^ardecis of |ui adjoining parifls : 
** Mr. Ct^r^s Feicbee« choxqhirar^em of Siddiag^on^ to Joicpli 
i Cookj debtor. 

I «* To xxiending die Commandments^ 1 

*' Altering the Belief, and > i i O 

5< Making a aoar Loid'j Prayer* J 

Ihave^ 
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r have, with all the humility which becomes fa 
obfcure an individual, but, at the fame time, with n 
degree of that freedom, which the nature and im- 
portance of the fubjed demand, ventured to lay 
before the public, what occurred to me on the point 
in queftion. May I, without the appearance of pre- 
fumption, be permitted to add, that convinced as I 
am of the utility and neceffity of ecclefiaftical fub- 
fcription, I am no lefs ftrongly convinced, that the 
requifition of fubfcription is, at prefent, extended 
too far ? It muft be acknowledged, that religious 
liberty is not, ftriftly fpeaking, fo completely 
eftabli(hed among us, a^s Chriftian benevolence re- 
quires, and the rights of mankind demand. Re* 
mote as I am, and hope ever to be, from Arianifm 
and Socinianifm, I yet mod fincerely wlQi that 
neither Arians nor Sociuians might, as iuch, lie,^ ia . 
any refped, at the mercy of their fellow creatures. I 
fliould rtjoice, unfeignedly, to fee the aft of tolera- 
tion no longer clogged with the following reftriftivie: 
claufe : " Provided that nothing in this aft fball be 
conftrued to extend to give any cafe, benefit, or ad- 
yantage ■ ■ -to any perfon that (hall deay in his 
preaching, or writing, the doftrine of the Blefled 
Trinity as it is declared in the aforefaid articles'* 
[i. e, in the xxxix Articles} " of religion/*^ 

The toleration of Proteftants fcould, by every law 
both of God and nature, and of civil policy, be ab*» 
folutely xmlimited. It is as miKh their diaey as the 
air they breathe, or as the light by which they fee* 
They are not to aik it, as a favour ; but may claim 
it, as a debt. Keep Antitrinitarians out of the 
Church, by all means : but let them enjoy every ad- 
vantage of civil fociety ; together with the free ex- 
ercife of their religion, only extra ecckjiam^ not with- 
in the eftabliihnient. 

It is equally injurious, to the ri^ht of private judg- 
ment, to exaft fubfcription, ta the doftrinal ar- 
ticles of Ae Church of England, J&om tWe verjr 
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perfons, who declare themfelves diflentersf frdm tBat 
Church. No diflenting minifter is legally entitled' 
to the benefit of the AA of Toleration, until he 
has, at the general, or quarter feffion of the peace, 
declared his approbation of, and likewifc fubfcribed 
to, all the Thirty- nine Articles, except the 34th, 
^5th, 36th, and the firft claufe of the 20th. This 
is, to very many diflenting Proteftants, a real griev- 
ance, and calls for legal redrefs. God forbid, that 
the Church fliould ever accommodate her dodtrines 
to the religious miftakes of thofe who differ from her : 
but, furely, the ftate ought to be the common 
guardian of every well behaving Proteftant, without 
excepting one. A man may be a good fubjedt, and 
a valuable member of the community, wkhout 
coming up to the orthodoxy of the 39 Articles. A 
toleration, truly Proteftant, requires a more generous 
and expanded bafis. 

Here, then, I moft heartily join hands with the 
adverfaries of fubfcription. As far as the Proteftant 
diflenters are concerned, I fliould, as a well-wi(her 
to mankind, rejoice to fee fubfcription, I will not 
fay, relaxed, but entirely taken out of the way. I 
mean, fubfcription to all the Thirty-nine Articles, 
thofe only excepted, which are Hiredily pointed 
againft the Church of Rome : and to them, I dare 
believe, every Proteftant diffenter, in the king's do- 
minions, would chearfuliy fet his hand. 

The toleration is not compleat, until matters are 
put on this footing. A fword ftill hangs, by a 
thread, over the heads of reputed heretics ; which 
is liable, at any time, to fall and do mifchief* 
Surely, bare connivance is too llender a fecurity for 
the property and freedom of any Proteftant what- 
ever! 

May I, likewife, be allowed juftto hint at another 
real grievance, equally oppreffive and abfurd? I 
mean, the cxaftion of fubfcription to the Thirty- 
nine Articles from thofe of the laity, who take the 

acadc(* 
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acadcanical degrees in law, or phyfic. Nay, I have 
been informed (but I will not venture to affirm), 
that fubfcription is required even of thofe who proi 
ceed doAors in mufic. If fo, can any thing be more 
imreafonable ? As if men could not be able lawyers^ 
phyficians, or muficians, without being * ortho^ 
dox ! 

But this afFeds not the clergy. It is abfolutely 
neceflary, for the honour of Chriftianity, and for 

* The bte fearned and tnily refpcaablc Dr. Daniel W— t--l-^ 
gave a very remarkable proof, how forcibly this kind of prejudice 
and bigotry are fometiines feen to operate even on, otherwiie, ex- 
slted minds. The main ctrcamftance, on wh*ch the whole fpirit of 
the following fa^ turns, may, to fome readers, appear rather indeli- 
-cate. However, as Dr. Middleton did not difdain to write it; 
and as bifhop Warburton did not fcruple to let it be publifhed (for, 
I fnppofe, the .copy of the letter was communicated, by his lord- 
Ihip, to the editors of Dr. Middleton's Works) ; I need not apo- 
.logize for reciting it. ** In his" (i. e. Dr, W's) 'Mali journey from 
Cambridge to London, being attended by Dr. P. e, and 

C-. n the furgeon« he lodged the fccond night at Hodfden ; 

where being obferved to be coinve on the road, he wis advifed tib 
have a dyfter : to which be confeated. The apothecary was pre* 
fently fcnt for : to whom Dr* P ■ -e gave his orders below Hairs, 
whik Dr^ W. continued above: upon which, the apothecary coald 
not forbear expreifing his great fenfe of the honour which he re- 
ceived, in being called to the afliftance of fo celebrated a perfon, 
wbofe writings he was well acquainted with. The company fig- 
nified fome furprize, to find a country apothecary fo learned. But 
he aifured them, that he was no ftranger to the merit and chara^r 
of the dod^or, but had lately read his ingenious book, with moch 

f le^fure, (entitled) The Divine Legation of Mofes.— Dr. P e, 

and a Fellow of Magdalen there prefent, took pains to convince 

the apothecary of his miftake: while C n the fur^eon ran up 

flairs with an -account of his blunder to W. who, provoked by it into 
■a violent paffi<m, called the poor fellow a puppy and blockhead, who 
muft needs be ignorant in his jprofeiCon, .and unfit to adminifter any 
thine to him, and might poiubly poifon his bowels: and, notwith- 

Handing Dr. P e's endeavours to moderate his difpleafure, 

by repreienting the expediency of the operation, and the man's ca- 
pacity to perform it; he would hear nothing in his favour, Init 
(Ordered him to be difchareed, and poftponed the benefit of the 
clyfler until he reached his next ftage.** Middleton's Works, 
vol. ii. p. 484,48^. Qoarto. 

As if the apothecary was nccefTarily incapable of ^dminiftering a 
iclyftcr^ only becaufe he admired The Divine Legation of Mofes! 
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the good of foulS) that , they ihould be found in the 
feith, and give fufEeient fecurity for their being fo. 
Experience proves, thatfome of us are not a littlc^ 
centrifugal. Great care, therefore, (hould be taken* 
to retain us within the orbit of orthodoxy. There 
have beeii inftances more than a few^ of eccentric 
divines, who have, indeed, gravitated, very ftrongf 
ly, towards the emoluments of the Church : but 
who Were, neverthelefs, exceeding prone to recede 
from her doftrines. The repelling force of the 
Thirty-nine Articles themfelves proved infufEcient 
to reftrain thofe ftars-ecclefiafticai from availing 
themfelves of the emoluments : nor was all the at- 
trailive power of the emoluments able to procure 
any quarter for the doftrines. Predeftination (for 
inftance) has been dehorted from, as poifon ; while 
the preferments, appending to the fuppofed belief of 
it, were enjoyed as neftar. 

What does this prove ? thus much : that, through 
the depravation and frailty of human nature, the 
folemn three-fold band of fubfcription, aflent, and 
approbation, does not (as already obferved) per- 
feftly anfwer the end of its intention. It does not, 
fo univerfally as might be wiftied, preclude all diver- 
fities of opinions from the Church, nor eftaWifh 
abfolutc unity of confent touching true religion. 
What then ? muft it (to repeat the important quef- 
tion) be therefore totally aboliflied ? Nay : but, if 
any proper expedients can be farther devifed for that 
purpofe, let it rather be ftrengthened. We will 
fuppofe, an hufband breaks through his marriage- 
articles. Would not the injured party be infane, 
to imagine, that her deftroying thofe articles, by 
committing them to the flames, would add to her 
fecurity ? 

If unfound doftrines make fhift to creep, now and 
then, into the Church, notwithftanding the hedge of 
fubfcription, by which (lie is guarded j what would 

become 
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t?ecome of her, if (he difmiffed her guard, and the 
hedge was totally removed? On the whole, I take 
leave of the fubjeft, with the famj ardent wifti for 
the Church of England, which a celebrated 
hiftorian expreffed for the State of Venice : Efi0 
perpetua ! 

BftbAD Hembvry» * 

Sept. 27, 1 771. 



THE END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 



/ 



( 






r 





i 



